
  

 

From the President 

 Let’s all follow Roy’s example… 

 Last month, Roy Pearson helped Wayne 

Quincy schedule a speaker from the Nebraska 
Medical Center in Omaha to speak to the Rotary 
Club. After the meeting Roy recommended that 

the speaker take time to stop and visit the Ne-
braska Prairie Museum on his way out of town. He took Roy’s advice 
and Dan Van Dyke gave him a guided tour of the museum.  

 The speaker could not believe how outstanding the museum 
was. He plans to bring his family out to this part of Nebraska to visit 
the museum. I mentioned to Roy that Dan had shown the speaker 

around and how impressed he was. Roy informed me he makes it a 
habit to recommend to a great many of his guests that they take time 
to check out the museum. I would like to encourage all of the  

Historical Society members to MAKE IT A POINT TO  
RECOMMEND A VISIT TO THE MUSEUM to all of your guests 
and people you come in contact with. Or better yet bring them out 

and show them around.   

 Thanks for thinking of the museum. 

5/2008 

Bob Butz, President 

Mark your calendar for  
June 13 - 22, 2008  

to celebrate  
Holdrege’s 125th Birthday  

during this year’s  
Swedish Days Celebration! 

Great fun is in store for  
everyone including a Parade, 

Bed Races,  
Bobby Layne Orchestra, Swedish Food,  

Air Show, Silver Run, Christian Music Concert,  
Baseball, Museum Activities and  

Much, Much, More! 

PHELPS COUNTY  
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Eileen Schrock, Vice President 
Joan Burbach, Secretary 
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John Thorburn 
Bob Vandell 
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Dan VanDyke,  
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Keith Weaver,  Maintenance  
 Supt. 
Sandra Slater, Genealogy  
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SPRING & SUMMER HOURS 
Monday - Friday,  9 AM to 5 PM 
Saturday - Sunday,  1 PM to 5 PM 

PHONE 
308-995-5015 

WEB PAGE 
www.nebraskaprairie.org 

REMINDER 
The PCHS Annual 

Meeting will be held on  
Tuesday, May 6, 2008 at 

8:00 p.m. at the  
Nebraska Prairie Museum. 

Guest speaker will be  
Susan Kalbo  

For more information,  
see page 12. 

OF THE PHELPS COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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Fire House Update 

 There will be a dedication of 
the firehouse in the fall during Fire 
Safety Week. In the meantime, the 

firemen continue to bring items to the museum 
which will be part of the display within the build-
ing or in the nearby cases. When looking over the 

building, note the windows which were donated 
by Ray and Ruth Larson when they gave the siding 
and doors. Those windows were from the POW 

camp, and as they were installed, there was senti-
ment expressed that now they are “home” near the 
POW Interpretive Center in the next room. 

 

Martha Tweedy  
Volunteers In The Library 

  Martha Tweedy has 
volunteered for Nebraska 

Prairie Museum in many 
capacities.   For many years 
she volunteered in the  

office one afternoon a week 
welcoming the visitors. The 
last few years she has  

assisted us in the library. 

  At the present time she has three projects 
that she is working on.  She maintains the card file 

for our biography section collects information for 
Tri County Irrigation history and is presently 
working on updating our Community Concert 

books. She has also compiled several card indexes. 

  Martha is a delight to work with we  
always enjoy working with her.  We do so much 

appreciate all the hours Martha has given to the 
Don O. Lindgren Library.     

Christian Children's Home  
Reunion ~ Book Signing ~ Dedication 

 
 Welcome back to Holdrege all the “Home 
Kids!!” The Nebraska Prairie Museum is hosting 
this gathering on the weekend of June 27~28~29, 

2008. It has been five years since the residents of 
the Christian Children's Home have had a reunion, 
and this year's events begin on Friday evening, June 

27th with registration and visiting at Christian 
Homes chapel. On Saturday morning, June 28th, for 
both “the kids” and local residents, there will be 

coffee and rolls at the museum, mingled with two 
special presentations, dedication of a new display 
and remarks by the author, Ken Mosman about a 

book he has written concerning the children at the 
home.   

 During this winter a display honoring the 

noble endeavor of providing a home for children 
needing shelter, care and education has been built.  
A historical narrative, many pictures and memora-

bilia portray the mission of the home which was 
begun in the late 1800's. This room, featuring 
stained glass windows from the home, is to be 

dedicated on Saturday morning, June 28th. 

 At that same time, Ken Mosman will speak 
briefly about the book that he has written which 

details over 1,000 names of children who resided at 
the home. He will be available during the rest of the 
morning for conversation, questions and book  

signing.   

 Other events at the museum will be a 
church service on Sunday morning, June 29th at 

10:00 a.m.  and a catered meal following the chapel 
service.   
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Swedish Supper and  
Sports Wall of Honor 

 Another year has swiftly passed, and 
plans for another Swedish Supper are underway. 

As usual, it will be on Friday evening, which is 
June 20th, in the Phelps County Room at the  
Nebraska Prairie Museum. The new king and 

queen will be in attendance to greet everyone. 
The supper will feature homemade rye bread and 
ham sandwiches and will be accompanied by 

salad, brownies and ice cream. Director Dan  
VanDyke said that this event shows the  
willingness of the board and dedicated volunteers 

to work diligently between now and then, and 
especially most of that Friday, to prepare the  
museum and the meal for the hundreds of visitors 

expected. 

      Warner Carlson, chairman of the  
selection committee for the Sports Wall of 

Honor, is in the process of selecting those who 
will be chosen to be honored that same evening. 
Those presentations and remarks will take place 

in the military room at 7:00 p.m.  

***** Tentative Calendar ***** 

Swedish Days 2008! 

Saturday, June 14th  
Bobby Layne Orchestra at  

the Holdrege City Auditorium 

Friday, June 20, 2008  
Swedish Supper and  

Sports Wall of Honor at the  
Nebraska Prairie Museum  

June 27th, 28th, and 29th 
Christian Children's Home Reunion  
with Book Signing and Dedication 

Executive Director’s 
Message 

By Dan VanDyke 
 

 History is interesting 
especially when the information 

you are researching and reading 
about become personal as in the case of Phelps 
County History that has recently resurfaced. 

 Camp Atlanta 1943 ~ 1945 had a chapel 
where religious services were held. After World 
War II the building and property were sold. In 1947 

the chapel was sold to an organization in Arapahoe 
who moved the chapel South of the Republican 
River. The chapel was used for meetings but  

eventually was abandoned until a local hunting 
group decided to remodel the building. Once inside 
they discovered 12 paintings that were drawn and 

painted by the German POW’s on the dry wall of 
the church’s walls. 

 The Gosper/Furnace County Historical  

Society removed the paintings and stored them in 
2003. In 2005 the paintings were moved to the  
museum in Arapahoe and individually displayed. 

 A few weeks ago I received a call from the 
president who wanted to know if we would be  
interested in receiving these paintings.  

Immediately, I said yes. The next week Leland 
Anderson, Keith Weaver and I took a road trip to 
Arapahoe to try and retrieve the paintings. We 

quickly discovered that due to their size 4’x4’ and 
age we would have to come up with a plan to bring 
the paintings back to the Nebraska Prairie Museum 

safely. The 12 paintings depict the birth, death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

 We have considered a couple of ideas and 

with the help of Bill Perry we will bring the 12 
paintings with German inscription back to Camp 
Atlanta. 
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The Library Of Our  
Nebraska Prairie Museum  
Connects With The Big Band Era 

By Dick Jensen 

 A program given by Harry Dahlstrom here 
at our Museum that covered the Holdrege City 

Auditorium and events that have taken place there, 
including Big Bands that have graced the stage 
there, and a subsequent conversation with Sandy 

Slater, prompted me to write this article. 

 As I sat there listening to Harry’s presenta-
tion, my mind wandered back to a time in my 

youth, when in 1949 at age 12, I snuck in the back 
door of the auditorium to listen to a performance of 
the Tex Beneke Orchestra (one of two he made here 

in  1949). My interest in Big Band music was kin-
dled that night, and continues to this day. 

 Through the years I have played in several 

dance bands and developed friendships with many 
people in the business, one of which is the primary 
inspiration for this article. 

 Come with me now, as we travel a musical 
odyssey and find what an integral part of it was 
brought together by our Nebraska Prairie Museum 

Library and crew. 

 I have a very close friend 
by the name of Whitey Thomas. 

Whitey played trumpet for the 
Glenn Miller Army Air Force Band 
in England 1943-1945. Prior to that 

he played for the Isham Jones 
Congregation, and after the war, 
for Tex Beneke (that’s right, he 

played here in Holdrege with the 
Tex Beneke Band!), Jerry Gray, Paul Whitman, and 
Hoagy Carmichael before starting his own Las  

Vegas, Nev. Band. On subsequent visits with 
Whitey I have had a chance to be privy to a lot un-

published information pertinent to his association 
with the bands of the Big Band Era. 

 After I had researched the appearances by 

Tex Beneke here, I asked Whitey if he remembered 
anything of the Holdrege performances (I really 
doubted, considering the thousands of perform-

ances he has made, that he would.) To my surprise 
he said, “I sure do. In 1939 I was 19 years old and 
playing a two week engagement with the Isham 

Jones Band in Des Plains, Illinois. There was a girl 
in the chorus line that I thought was kind of nice. 
She said she was from Holdrege, Nebraska. So 

when we played Holdrege, I remembered that girl . 
I am sorry, I can’t recall her name.” (Don’t you won-
der who that could be !! ) 

And now, for “the rest of the story”... 

 Whitey is 88 years young and in good 
health, but due to macular degeneration,  lives in a 
assisted living home in Bakersfield, California. Two 

years ago in this home, he met Mary Lou Glover. 
They fell in love and were married there Feb. 23, 
2007. (See photo below) Mary Lou was a vocalist 

with the Anson Weeks Orchestra (Let’s go 

18 year old  
Whitey Thomas Photo taken in 2007: Whitey Thomas and his wife 

Mary Lou (Grover) Weeks.  Mary Lou was a big band 
singer for Anson Weeks in 1942-1943. She replaced 
Dale Evans when Dale married Roy Rogers). Mary Lou 
also sang for Gus Arnhiem Orchestra. 
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“Dancin’ with Anson”) 1942-1943. She took Dale 

Evan’s place with Anson. (That’s right, Dale Evans 
was a big band singer until she met Roy Rogers.) 
Mary also sang with the Gus Arnhiem Orchestra in 

1945. Anson Weeks played the city auditorium 
here in September 1936 and September 1946. 

 With the help of Sandy Slater, I was able to 

research the old Holdrege Daily Citizens and photo 
copied the news releases pertaining to the Anson 
Weeks and Tex Beneke performances.  I sent these 

to Whitey and Mary Lou. On a follow up call to 
Whitey and Mary Lou, Mary became rather  
emotional and Whitey said “Dick, you sure jerked a 

lot of heart strings here with those articles.” 

 Friends, it was because of our  
Nebraska Prairie Museum Library, Sandy  

Slater and crew that we were able to “jerk 
those heart strings.” 

 Just think of all the untold stories that 

lay locked up in our library. And now you 
know- Sandy Slater holds the key!! 

 Now, for those of you that remember 

some of those Big Band performances at the 
auditorium, it reads like a musical directory. 
They include: Vaughn Monroe, Tommy and 

Jimmy Dorsey, Duke Ellington, Eddy Howard, 
Carmen Cavalaro, Guy Lombardo, Wayne 
King, Sammy Kaye, Les Brown, Glenn Miller, 

Henry Busse, Phil Harris, Tiny Hill, Skitch 
Henderson, Jan Garber, Ralph Flanagan, Tex 
Beneke, Russ Morgan, Henry King, Anson 

Weeks, Lawrence Welk, Gene Krupa, Art 
Kassle, Herbie Kay, Louis “Satchmo” Arm-
strong, Eddie Duchin, Ben Bernie, Stan 

Stanley, Little Jack Little, Vincent Lopez, Billy 
May, Earl Gardner, Shep Fields, Ozzie Nelson 
and Harriet Hilliard (Ozzie and Harriet) and 

many others.  If, after reading the list, and you 
remember attending some of those  

performances, you can set back, close your eyes and 

think about all the wonderful music that has been 
played there. You will probably think to yourself- 
“if only those walls could talk.” And if only we 

could, with some magic key, unlock the door and 
bring back some of that fantastic era !! 

 The Bobby Layne Orchestra will be here in 
June for Holdrege’s 125th Anniversary Celebration. 
Maybe this will help with the nostalgia! 

Ad taken from the Holdrege Daily Citizen September 23, 1949 
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T h i s  a r t i c l e  a b o u t  A n s o n  W e e k s  
w a s  f o u n d  i n  a  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 4 6  

H o l d r e g e  D a i l y  C i t i z e n . 

Anson Weeks To Launch Revival of 
Entertainment Programs Here 

 Anson Weeks and his famous 
“Dancin’ With Anson” orchestra will 
l a u n c h  t h e  f a l l  a n d  w i n t e r  
entertainment season in Holdrege with 
their appearance here Monday, Sep-
tember 23rd. 

 The city that once presented 
such big names as Leopald Stowkowski and the 
Philadelphia Symphony orchestra, Ben Bernie, Phil 
Harris, Madame Ernestine Schumann-Heink,  
Galli-Curci and many other luminaries is out to  
duplicate its pre-war record. 

 In addition to winning fame for himself in the 
orchestra world, Anson Weeks has provided the en-
tertainment field with three other notable successes. 

 One of Anson’s first protégés was Bob 
Crosby, younger brother of the famed Bing. Anson 
discovered Bob and gave him his start in the Weeks 
orchestra at the Hotel Mark Hopkins in San  
Francisco. 

 Xavier Cugat, the tango and rumba king, is 
another who owes his start in music to Anson 
Weeks, as does Griff Williams. Both Cugat and  
Williams were at one time members of the Weeks 
organization. 

 These three band leaders, who have come up 
thru Anson’s bank, more than can be credited to any 
other orchestra leader, with the exception of Paul 
Whiteman, are a tribute, not only to Weeks’ gains in 
recognizing new talent, but also to his versatility. 

 For in contrast to the organization of a swing 
band by a musician from a swing band, or a sweet 
band by an instrumentalist from a sweet band, their 
three bands are respectively swing, sweet and Latin, 
and an accurate reflection of the equal attention 
which Anson Weeks pays to each type of popular 
music. 

Anson Weeks 

Holdrege Became A Thriving  
Community When The Railroad 
Passed Up The County Seat Of 
Phelps Center 

Written by Sandra Slater 

 In 1882 the county seat of Phelps Center had 
every reason to believe that their community would 
be going much larger. A vote of the people in 1879 
moved the county seat to Phelps Center from  
Williamsburg. 

 The prior county seat had struggled for six 
years but still had only few buildings and the court-
house was so small that the safe stood out on the 
open prairie. 

 Frank Hallgren and his brother Leander were 
appointed traveling agents for the Union Pacific 
Railroad came to Phelps County in 1876.  They would 
bring groups of Swedes from the east on the train to 
Kearney, Nebraska and then bring them to Phelps 
County and tell the families of the fertility and depth 
of the soil and what a wonderful future these families 
would have if they moved here.  Frank also applied 
for a timber claim and homestead for himself right in 
the middle of the county. 

 He and his brother then built an emigrant 
house on that location and encouraged other families 
prove up on their homesteads. Newcomers could 
stay at the emigrant house until they could build a 
soddie on their on homestead. 

 In November of 1879 Frank Hallgren had the 
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Key to photo: 
1. K. Sterns Liquor Store 
2. Livery Stable 
3. Billiard’s Hall 
4. Vorris Home 
5. Commercial State 

Bank 
6. Mrs. J. M. Wyatt, 

photographer (This is 
a box car that was the 
photography shop 
located on the corner 
of 3rd & East Ave.) 

7. Lumber Yard 
8. Arlington Hotel 
9. Holdrege House 
10. J. M. Harbaugh Land 

Office 
11. Wells & Norris ~ 

Drugstore 
12. Max Uhlig Hardware 

Store 
13. S.A. Dravo Law Office 

(Originally came from 
Phelps Center) 

town of Phelps Center platted and after a vote of the Phelps County residents, 
Phelps Center became the second county seat of Phelps County. By 1883, Phelps 
Center had about 19 or 20 businesses and about 200 residents. The stage coach 
came daily from Kearney. The Nebraska Nugget newspaper wrote that the rail-
road would be coming right through Phelps Center in the near future. 

 However, in October of 1883 Captain Phillips, town site man for the B & 
M Railroad, informed the residents of Phelps Center the railroad would not be 
coming to Phelps Center. Needless to say this was very upsetting news. The new 
town site would be 5 ½ miles southeast of Phelps Center. 

 Many Phelps Center businessmen decided if you can’t beat them, join 
them and 15 of them pledged to remove their buildings to the new town site and 
others were willing to build new buildings at the new site. The railroad offered to 
donate free lots to anyone moving to the new town including any resident. 

 T. M. Hopwood, editor of the local newspaper expressed it this way, “This 
stampede to the new railroad town, we very much regret, as our present town of 
Phelps is most beautifully located at the center of the county, but our business-

This photograph was likely 
taken around 1886 by Mrs. M. 
J. Wyatt as she is the only 
photographer  in  Hol-
drege mentioned in the  1886-
1887 gazetteer. Her husband, 
Andy Wyatt was an early 
Sheriff of Phelps County. This 
photograph was taken close 
to the railroad tracks, show-
ing Second, Third and East  
Avenue, viewing northwest 
Holdrege. 
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men have so long hoped and looked for a railroad 
that they grow weak in faith and after considering 
the matter carefully they concluded that a certainty 
was more satisfactory than hope and they deter-
mined to go. Every farmer hails with delight the 
thought that within 90 days, Phelps County will 
have a railroad and a home market. 

 When the editor of the Nugget pulled up 
stakes and moved his newspaper to the new town of 
Holdrege some Phelps Center residents became bit-
ter. 

 In the newspaper dated Oct. 24, 1883 which 
was published in the new town of Holdrege, this  
article appeared in Mr. Hopwood’s newspaper. 
“Some folks in Phelps County are mad because we 
moved to Holdrege. A year ago they were mad  
because they couldn’t get us to move out of the 
county.  We were mad too, once or twice, when we 
hadn’t anything else to do, but we are too busy to 
fool any time away. No, boys we are not mad. We 
were born in a free country and we prize liberty as 
we do our own life, and by the eternal we will enjoy 
it. We were not the first to leave Phelps; more than 
half the town were pledged to move their buildings 
when we reluctantly consented. We were not 
bought, but we accepted the proposition of Captain 
Phillips the same as others. We will make our news-
paper even better; we are for Phelps County as much 
as ever. 

 A week later the Nugget editor reported:  
“J. P. Hymer, a Christian of Phelps Center, is circulat-
ing this report, “Hopwood got $1,000 and 10 lots for 
moving to Holdrege. Mr. Hymer knows this is false 
and his only object is to create a prejudice against 
myself and Mrs. Hopwood. Now if Mr. Hymer was 
regarded as a man we might take some interest in his 
fight, but knowing that he is a regarded as a species 
of baboon we have sent him word to make all the 
noise he can, as it is making lots of fun for the boys” 

 On October 3, 1883 the first house was moved 

from Phelps Center. Mr. Vorris, who owned the 
building, placed the house just east of where the 
Kronquest Implement House was (That building is 
presently Cheex Restaurant) From then on buildings 
came into the new town about three a day. 

The first two business lots chosen were: 

301 West Ave. ~ A. P. Erickson’s sold dry goods,  
groceries, queensware, hats, caps, boots, shoes,  
clothing, notions and furnishing goods. 

323 West Avenue. ~ S. A. Dravo, lawyer moved his 
office here from Phelps Center. He came to Phelps 
County in 1880. 

 Among the first buildings that came from 
Phelps Center was the kitchen section of the  
Arlington Hotel which located at 221 West Avenue.  
Above the property there were sleeping rooms  
containing seven beds in which the first customers of 
Holdrege slept. The beds were divided by cardboard 
partitions. The room was so crowded that in order to 
move around it was necessary to walk over the beds.  
Snow fell the first month in the history of Holdrege 
and it drifted through the cracks onto the sleepers, 
adding to their discomfort. 

 Work on the Arlington hotel started at once. 
While the addition was being constructed, Mrs.  
Hopwood set up a stove in the street to cook for the 
carpenters. When the new Arlington Hotel first 
opened there were 78 guests in three days. 

 Mr. Hopwood’s “Nebraska Nugget” newspa-
per office was situated the first door south of the  
Arlington Hotel. 

 The first residence built was just opposite the 
stock yards (I’m not sure where this location would 
be). 

  One of the first stores in Holdrege was 
housed in a little barn about 12 by 12 at 714 4th Ave-
nue situated back where the Man’s shop was years 
ago. There was no floor in this building and the  
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NEW Publication Of  

Christian Children’s 

Home  

Holdrege, Nebraska 

Surname Index Of  The Former Residents Of  

The Christian Orphan’s Home and  

The Christian Children’s Home  

Of Phelps County 1889 ~ 1954 

Written by KEN MOSMAN 

Prepublication price is $25 + $4 Postage and Han-

dling. 

After May 15, 2008 book price will be $30 + Postage 

and Handling. 

Special price for all former residents of the home  

will be $20 plus postage and handling. 

All money from this project will go to the addition of 
the Museum Library. 

For more information call 308-995-6712 

mangers remained undisturbed where the owner sold 
groceries and tobacco. 

 The first hardware store was started at 406 
East Ave.  It was contained in a little box like build-
ing about five by eight in size and was arranged in 
the manor of a carnival stall or booth. The customers 
did not enter the structure which had barely enough 
room for Mr. Kellip, the proprietor. He sold his small 
stock of nails and other necessities in that line. 

 Mr. W. P. Morris and Mr. Wells moved their 
drugstore in from Phelps Center to 303 East Avenue 
where W. J. Moore later had a second hand store in 
1913. 

 Prior to the establishment of Holdrege, the 
first post office for the area was at the L. C. Barr resi-
dence about one mile north of Holdrege on Lincoln 
Street. The building used for Holdrege’s first post 
office was moved from Phelps Center and situated at 
the approximate location of the Hotel Dale. 

 Those who made their home here during the 
first few months had considerable difficulty in secur-
ing water. The town had only one well. This was 
situated south of the present 4th and Burlington 
Street. As the Railroad company at that time had a 
number of men and horses working at grading the 
new road, it required the use of the well continuously 
during the day, and it was not until after eight 
o’clock at night that the citizens of Holdrege were 
allowed to draw their water. In order to secure the 
precious fluid, it was necessary to draw it in the 
bucket 180 ft. down and added to this, it had to be 
carried as much as half a mile to the homes. 

 E. D. Einsel built the first brick building in 
Holdrege less than two months after its birth on the 
northwest corner of 4th and West Ave. He moved 
the Commercial State Bank there. He had started the 
business in Phelps Center earlier in 1883. A fire in 
May 1887 damaged this building and it was rebuilt. 

 

Other businesses that came from Phelps Center were: 

 W. C. Rittenhouse who was a loan and  
collection agent. 

 Mr. G. Norberg an early attorney in Phelps 
Center who was partnered with S. A. Dravo then 
came to Holdrege and set up his office in the county 
courthouse. 

 A. F. Gorman and Son started their building 
and contractor business at Phelps Center and moved 
to Holdrege somewhere near the railroad. 

 Even with all these struggles by 1884  
Holdrege had 700 residents and over 90 businesses. 
There was rapid growth of the new town, as build-
ings were moved in from Phelps Center and  
Sacramento, which prompted editor Hopwood to 
pronounce it the “Magic City of the Plains”. 
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A May Basket 

By Susan Perry 

Up the steps, One, two, three, four. 
I will ring the bell on your front door. 

I'll leave a May basket just for fun, 
I'll turn around and I'll run, run, run. 

 These are the memories 

of my children from when they 
were in grade school. Each 
year we would make simple 

May baskets and deliver them 
to their friends' homes in the 
evening. When the youngest 

reached kindergarten, it had 
become the custom to deliver 

the May baskets to the school classroom so that 

everyone shared in the festivities.  If there were 
kids that were looking forward to a kiss, or a "slug" 
in the arm from a guy friend, all the excitement was 

now gone. But my children enjoyed the tradition of 
sneaking, if possible, to the front door, ringing the 
doorbell and dashing back to the car before they 

would be caught by the recipient of the May Bas-
ket. Yes, the girls would get to kiss the guys, and, 
as one of my sons remembers, if a guy caught an-

other guy, the one nabbed could expect an espe-
cially hard belt to of his upper arm. 

 In visiting with others, it seems as if this 

custom dates back many generations. These people 
remember the baskets, and recall that they were 
filled with fresh blossoms and maybe a cookie, but 

certainly no candy, as no one had enough money to  
purchase candy. When I was growing up, I too  
remember the crepe paper and flowery baskets, 

and my mom, grandmother and we kids filled them 
with lily of the valley, lilac, and maybe a few tulip 
blossoms. Sweets would have been cookies baked 

by my mom and grandmother. We didn't have a car 

then, so we went through the neighborhood, 
sneaking around, as our friends were doing the 

same, or were lying in wait for the doorbell ringers. 
Any other special people, like my other grand-
mother, got a May basket delivered by bicycle.  

 In one of Louisa May Alcott's books, she 
wrote of the custom of giving May baskets and in 
reading about the tradition, I decided that several 

regions of the country carried on this May 1  
activity. Over the succeeding decades the making, 
decorating and filling of May baskets has almost 

disappeared, though remembering others in such a 
charming way would always be appreciated. 

 One group that has kept this custom alive 

resides in Wilcox, Nebraska. Each spring they 
gather to make and fill baskets for all the kids in 
Wilcox, this year 5th grade and younger. The  

baskets are simple, deep enough for several types of 
wrapped candies, and if the flowers are blooming 
on May 1, each basket will be decorated with live 

blossoms. The women deliver the baskets and I 
didn't hear that they receive the multitude of kisses 
that they have coming!     

 I joined them at the Wilcox Cafe as they 
gathered for breakfast. The ones in attendance 
were: Gladys Jurgens, Marfay Johnson, Lovena 

Crouse, Mary Arehart, Susan Falk, Evelyn Bendorf, 
Louise Harms, Mary Jo Harms, Evelyn Harms, Pat 
Strong, Sharon Lippstreu, Faye Poague, Kay  

Adams, Eileen Fouts, Faye Johnson and Helen 
Woollen. They put the finishing touches on the 
baskets, and filled them, ready for delivery. They 

got me to thinking. Though I am not crafty nor 
creative when it comes to art projects, I think I will 
concoct a few baskets for some special people that 

I want to say hello or thanks to. So if you hear the 
unit blowing on May first, it is probably for me as I 
run (?) back to my car. Or better yet, I'll stand still 

and take all the kisses that I can get! 
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Phelps County Historical Society 
Memorials 

January 15 through April 9, 2008 
 
IMO Jeff Allard 

Mr. and Mrs. Lynn Friesen 
IMO Alvera Johnson 
 Virginia Lindstrom 
IMO Ruth King 
 Mr. and Mrs. Roy Pearson 
IMO Bruce Gustafson 
 Mr. and Mrs. William Johnson 
IMO Raymond Littrell 
 Mr. and Mrs. Roger Lien 
 HHS Class 1952 
IMO Rose Olson 
 Mr. and Mrs. John Abrahamson 
IMO Edith Brown 
 Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Nelson 
IMO Rex Kelly 
 Harry Dahlstrom 
 Keith Nelson 
 Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Samuelson 
 Dr. and Mrs. Robert Anderson 
 Mr. and Mrs. Robert Harden 

IMO Jack Waller 
 Mr. and Mrs. W.P. Nelson 
 Mr. and Mrs. Roger Lien 
 Mr. and Mrs. Dean Anderson 
 Mr. and Mrs. Carrol Geer 
 Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Samuelson 
 Mr. and Mrs. James Ostgren 
 Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Westcott 
IMO Don Larson 
 Mr. and Mrs. Roger Lien 
IMO Jesse Anderson 
 Mr. and Mrs. Sam Stroup 
 Mr. and Mrs. Roger Lien 
IMO Geraldine Christensen 
 Mr. and Mrs. Carroll Geer 
IMO Dorothy Anderson 
 Harry Dahlstrom 
IMO Ardelle Anderson 
 Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Samuelson 
 

A big thank you  
to all who give to the  

Phelps County Historical Society  
in memory of their  
friends and family! 

Nebraska Prairie Museum  
Presents an opportunity for you to leave your legacy with a personalized paver in our memorial garden. 

 
Each paver may include up to three lines of text, 12 characters per line including spaces and punctuation  

(a maximum of 36 characters total). 3”x7” engraving surface paver has beveled edge. 
 
Examples: 
 
 
 
YES! I wish to order _____ Bricks at $65.00 each. 
 
 
 
Brick 1: 
 
 
 
 
Brick 2: 
 

IN  MEMORY OF 
PAUL & PAT  
PETERSON 

HERMAN HEFT 
8-6-88 

            

            

            

            

            

            

Name:        

Address:       

City:         

State:     Zip:     

Phone:       

Amount of Tax Deductible Donation  $    

 
Return you check and order form to: 
 
Phelps County Historical Society 

PO Box 164 
Holdrege, NE 68949 

 
For information call:  

(308) 995-5015 
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P.O. BOX 164 
HOLDREGE, NEBRASKA 68949 
 

Mark your calendar for the  
Phelps County Historical Society’s  
Annual Meeting on  

Tuesday, May 6, 2008 at 8:00 p.m. 
 

Speaker Susan Kalbo comes to us as a historical interpreter from Stuhr Museum in Grand Island. 
Susan has been at Stuhr for 17 years and currently manages the General Mercantile Store at the Stuhr 

Village. Susan grew up in Philadelphia. She was raised in a home where proper manners were insisted 
upon for each member of the family. The maid employed by her family was required to maintain 
“proper” etiquette standards as well. She has a love for 19th century recipes and old cookbooks. This 

interest in cooking was enhanced by twelve years as a mess sergeant in the army. Her plan for the pro-
gram at the Phelps County Historical Society’s annual meeting is to present Victorian Etiquette in a 
very entertaining way including some audience participation. Children and youth groups such as 4-H or 

home economics classes are welcome. 

Please mark your calendar to attend this meeting on Tuesday, May 6, 2008 at 8:00 p.m. at the 
Nebraska Prairie Museum. 

STANDARD MAIL 
U S Postage Paid 

Holdrege, NE 68949 
Permit #254 


