
  

From the President 

By Bob Butz 

 The Nebraska Prairie Museum is home to three 
organizations: The Phelps County Historical Society, The 
Holdrege Area Genealogy Club, and The National Sod 
House Society. In this issue I would like to discuss the Holdrege Area 
Genealogy Club, which is housed in the museum’s Donald O. Lindgren 
Library. Sandra Slater is the Genealogy Librarian and member of the  
Genealogy Club, an extremely active group. Members of the club and  
museum employees do the very important work of collecting, categoriz-
ing, and storing of historical records, photographs and other documents. 
The Phelps County Historical Society Board of Directors realizes that a 
great many of the visitors that come to the museum come specifically to 
visit and utilize the library. The board believes there is a need to improve 
the effectiveness of the library by enlarging it and upgrading the basic 
design and fixtures of the library. We would like to have the library be 
more visible and inviting to increase its usage and visitation. Our fund 
raising priorities have these library improvements high on our list. 

 You will be receiving more information about our fund raising in 
the very near future. Please give us your support. Also take time to check 
out the web site for the museum (www.nebraskaprairie.org) and the 
link to the genealogy club. If you have an interest in genealogy or about 
the club you may contact the museum. 
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REMINDER 
The PCHS Quarterly  

Meeting will be held on  
Friday, November 9, 2007 at  

Coffee AM from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. 
in the Military Room at the 
Nebraska Prairie Museum. 

 
Warner Carlson  
will present the  

Veterans Appreciation Program. 

OF THE PHELPS COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The Priorities for the Charitable Challenge  
Established by the Phelps County Historical  
Society Board of Directors 

1. Replace the heating and cooling in the original 1978 building. 

2. Add concrete to the parking lot area and add a new lighted  
‘Nebraska Prairie Museum’ sign. 

3. Enlarge the genealogy library. 

4. Replace old sound system in the Phelps County room  
(meeting room). 

5.  Refurbish the front of the Nebraska Prairie Museum. 
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Hairdressers Purchase Permanent 
Wave Machine and Mannequin for 
Museum Beauty Shop Display  

by Sandra Slater 

 Karen Lindstrom thought it was important to 
locate a permanent wave machine for the beauty shop 
display at Nebraska Prairie Museum. Little did she  
realize that finding that piece of equipment would be 
difficult. She searched throughout Nebraska asking  
several beauticians and beauty supply houses where 
one could be located. Several months went by before 
she finally found one in Broken Bow, Nebraska. 
Karen then went to Broken Bow and brought the ma-
chine back to Holdrege. This is when she asked the 
Alma/Holdrege Hairdresser group to help with the 
project which they did. The hairdressers thought this 
would be an excellent way to give back to the com-
munity and provided the funding for the permanent 
wave machine. 

 The next job was to clean and remove the 
rust from the machine, which was done in Karen's 
garage by Karen Lindstrom, Sandra Slater and  
Marelyn Baugher. 

Sterilizer Has Served Many Beauty 
Shops in Holdrege 

 One of the most important pieces of equip-
ment in the beauty salon was the sterilizer. This was 
a small cabinet that served as a dry sterilizer of for-
maldehyde vapors, and housed clean combs brushes 
and manicure implements. 

 The sterilizer in the display has a long  
history with many Holdrege ties. Karen Lindstrom  
received the sterilizer when she purchased Calvia's 
Beauty Shop in the 1960s.  Calvia Blauvelt Jackson  
became owner of the sterilizer when she purchased 
the shop from Norma's beauty shop in the 1950s and 
Norma Brooks Anderson became owner of the steri-
lizer when she purchased the Fernette Beauty Shop 

from Faye Urbom Peterson in 1945. Prior to this Fern 
Danielson owned the beauty shop prior to Faye  
Urbom Peterson in 1940. All these years, the sterilizer 
moved from shop to shop. 

 Norma Brooks Anderson told us that the 
beauty shop was across from the auditorium at 602 
5th Ave in Holdrege, Nebraska. This beauty shop was 
extremely busy partly because the Camp Atlanta 
P.O.W. camp had been activated and that brought in 
many military personal with their families to  
Holdrege. There were three small houses on that 
street, one being the beauty shop and the other two 
private homes. This area is now an empty lot on 5th 
avenue. 

 We were fortunate to be able to interview the 
former shop owners, Faye Urbom Peterson and 
Norma Brooks Anderson and Calvia Jackson to put 
this history together. 

Putting A Face In The Beauty Shop 

 It was determined that the display should 
have a mannequin in the display. The museum only 
had one mannequin that was not being used. 

 She came without arms or legs so our  
dilemma was to make her appear whole. The first 
plan was to use panty hose and stuff with plastic 
bags to make legs and arms. It was quite humorous to 
see all this come together. A beautiful dress and shoes 
were picked out. We sat her up turned her towards 

Hairdressers Group View Completed  Beauty Shop Display: 
Back Row: Karen Lindstrom, Holdrege, NE; Middle Row: 

Gerry Rinehart, Franklin, NE; Rosie Leapold, Loomis, NE; 
Front Row: Char Nott, Arapahoe, NE; Peg Brauer, Alma, NE; 
Sandra Slater, Holdrege, NE; Marilyn Baugher, Holdrege, NE; 

Photograph by Karen Lindstrom 
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View of the Beauty Salon 

 On the far left of the middle photo is the salon steri-
lizer that was used in five beauty salons in Holdrege. The 
sterilizer is at least 67 years old.  

 The permanent wave machine just 
left of the mannequin was probably used in 
the 1930s and 1940s and is a recent  
addition to the display. The mannequin is 
also a new addition. The hairdo was done 
by Karen Lindstrom.  

 To the right of the mannequin is 
what we think is an old hairdryer that has 
been a part of the display for several years. 
Can anyone provide us with additional  

information on this piece of equipment? 

 The bottom photo is of Karen Lindstrom’s grand-
daughters, Kayla Fingerhut  and Michelle Lindstrom.  They 
too volunteered and painted the mannequin’s nails. 

the mirror. BEHOLD she had too many lumps and 
bumps! Realizing this set-up didn't give the best  
impression of “what was going on in the beauty  
salon” it was decided that we purchase a new  
mannequin.  Karen Lindstrom located a mannequin 
company on the internet. Our new Abby arrived and 
with a few “connections,” has been a beautiful  
addition to the beauty salon. Karen Lindstrom has 
donated Abby to the beauty shop at the museum. 

 We wish to thank everyone who took part  
creating the new display. Especially for Bill and Susan 
Perry who made large picture frames where many of 
the old curling irons, combs and other shop memora-
bilia could be displayed. Sherry McClymont who will 
be making a sign listing the 1940 prices. Karen  

Lindstrom for the many hours that has been spent on 
creating an authentic beauty shop display and the 
Holdrege-Alma Hairdressers for their contributions 
to the display and helping fund the project. Also Faye 
Peterson and Norma Brooks Anderson for their  
historic perspective of a 1940s beauty shop. 

 Other items  that were donated were a 1930 
beauty shop license and beauty school diploma from 
Peg Brauer, Alma, Nebraska; magazines telling of  
history of hairdressing from Gerry Rinehart, Franklin, 
Nebraska, a curling iron from Faye Peterson,  
Holdrege, Nebraska and sterilizer given by Karen 
Lindstrom, Holdrege. 

 The display now depicts how a beauty shop 
would have looked like in the 1940s. 
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Camp Atlanta  
Created Many Jobs for  
Phelps County    Compiled by Sandra Slater 

 The residents of Phelps County soon realized 
that Camp Atlanta would be a financial boom to 
them.  Construction began on the camp in the sum-
mer of 1943. 

 There was a need for laborers, fire fighters, 
truck drivers, typists, stenographers, storekeepers, 
civilian nurses, carpenters, electricians, plumbers, 
hospitals workers and boiler fireman. 

 We wish to thank Charles “Chuck” Johnson 
for writing his story. 

Construction at 
Camp Atlanta 

This Story Written By Chuck E. John-

son, Holdrege, Nebraska. Excerpts of 

this article appeared in the Septem-

ber-October 2007 issue of Nebraska 

Life Magazine. 

 It seems quit amazing 
that Camp Atlanta was built form scratch in three 
months. I graduated from Holdrege High School in 
1943 at age 17 and signed up at the Job Service. I was 
sent out to the Camp Atlanta job site in June and 

(Continued on page 5) 

Charles ‘Chuck’  
Johnson 

Executive Director’s  
Message 

By Dan VanDyke 

 Milestones are important 
events that we recall from our col-
lective memories. We remember 

those important events by organizing celebrations, 
publishing articles writing books and creating lasting 
mementoes that will help us remember with fondness 
the glorious celebration.  

 Holdrege, Nebraska will celebrate their 125th 
birthday in 2008. Perseverance, optimism, and  
forward thinking of individuals and groups have 
helped lead Holdrege to this wonderful milestone. 

 The Phelps County Historical Society over 
the last 41 years is the repository for the history of 
Phelps County. The Society has built and maintained 
museum facilities to preserve and protect the  
milestone memories of the pioneers that settled in 
south central Nebraska. Today the facilities are in 
need of repair and remodeling.  

 The Society has prioritized a list of five  
essential and important projects that will repair and 
enhance the Nebraska Prairie Museum so that the 

history of our county and its people can continue to 
be preserved for the generations who will follow. 

 Please take time to read about the Charitable 
Challenge and the list of priorities found in this 
Stereoscope issue.  

 Below are important milestones in United 
States history that relate to the settlement of Phelps 
Center and eventually Holdrege, Nebraska. 

•  The Panic of 1873 was a severe nationwide  

economic depression in the United States that lasted 
until 1877 

•  1873 - Phelps Center established 

•  1876 - National League of Baseball founded 

•  1876 - Battle of Little Bighorn 

•  1876 - Alexander Graham Bell invents the  

telephone 

•  1879 - Thomas Edison invents the light bulb 

•  1880 - U.S. population exceeds 50 million 

•  1881 - Clara Barton creates Red Cross 

•  1883 - Brooklyn Bridge opens 

•  1883 - Holdrege, Nebraska established 
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hired by the Corps of Engineers construction officer 
as a laborer at a salary of $60 per week. The normal 
work week at that time was 44 hours, which in-
cluded Saturday mornings. Income withholding was 
started that summer, which reduced a small pay-
check somewhat. 

 On the morning I arrived, the site was a 
wheat field and a farmer was trying to finish combin-
ing at the same time surveyors were out driving 
stakes. The Corps officer was operating out of a  
government vehicle. A materials yard was established 
on the west side of the road running east of the prop-
erty. All materials were government furnished, 
whereas now nowadays contractors usually purchase 
all materials under their contract. 

 T h e 
A r c h i t e c t /
Engineer for 
the project 
was Leo A. 
Daly out of 
Omaha, and 
the con-
s t r u c t i o n  

contractor Peter Kiewit Company. Both were small 
firms at the time, but have become leaders in the in-
dustry today. Leo Daily actually moved his family to 
Holdrege for that summer and they resided at a house 
on West Avenue. 

 As a laborer, I was put to work unloading 

(Continued from page 4) truckloads of lum-
ber, siding, brick 
and other building 
materials. Some of 
the materials came 
from excess inven-
tory from other war 
time construction. 

One load of reinforcing steel was bent and rusted, 
and today would have been considered scrap metal.  
Late in the summer, there was a shortage of siding 
panels and I was sent out alone to bring back a load 
of siding. With loading and unloading, and the 35 
M.P.H. wartime speed limit, this was a full day’s task. 

 Late in the summer, I was promoted to 
“Materials checker.” Because of wartime shortages, 
all materials were counted at the railroad siding in  
Atlanta (every 2X4 brick, etc), loaded on trucks, and 
counted again at the job site to make sure nothing 
made its way into the black market. During this time, 
I ate my sack lunch on the lawn adjacent the old  
Atlanta Depot. 

 I worked until September when construction 
was complete. By that time, the Corps officer had a 
new office on one corner of the warehouse. I regis-
tered for the draft upon turning 18. In a short time, I 
left for the service spending 19 months of sea duty in 
the Pacific and over two years in the Navy. I did not 
make it back to Holdrege until May of 1946. By this 
time the camp was closed so I never saw  
German Prisoners or Camp Atlanta in full operation. 

Photos of  Cub Scouts Ryan 
Salisbury, Koby Kooper,  
Nathan Birtell, Trevor Scheele 
and Levi Landin during their 
October 15, 2007  trip to the 
Nebraska Prairie Museum 
with their host Keith Weaver.  
Photo by Waunetta Weaver. 
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By Susan Perry 

 This was the headline in the Holdrege  
Progress on July 17th, 1942. This was the first day of a 
challenge issued by the World Herald to all the 
counties in Nebraska. This was one time during 
World War II when all residents of Phelps County 

knew they were a part of the 
war effort.  

 The county chairman, 
R.C. Brown organized for a 
county-wide campaign, hop-
ing that Phelps County could 
be in contention for winning 

this contest. Loomis's Commercial Club headed their 
committee and set up a scrap dump at Perry Lumber 
where scrap could be weighed and stored. The  
Farmers Elevator in Funk was designated the  
collection spot for the east part of the county. In  
Holdrege Brown began several facets to the success-
ful drives. He approached implement dealer Nels 
Kronquest who volunteered his expertise and turned 
over his business and location for the dump in  
Holdrege. The street on East Avenue between Third 
and Fourth became piled high and wide with  
collected metal. Knowing that having a monetary 
incentive to bring in old metal would aid the results, 
Brown convinced the Holdrege Chamber of  
Commerce and the Loomis Commercial Club to offer 
$10.00 a ton for heavy mixed iron, " a price considera-
bly higher than currently offered in the territory" so 
the ad in the Holdrege Progress read.  

 The initial day of the drive was very  
disappointing, with only 6,050 pounds collected. The 
first customers were John B. Anderson, 8, and Philip 
Anderson, 3, who brought in 120 pounds of scrap in 
their little coaster wagon. That weekend seven scouts 
(Jimmie Sherman, Alden Erickson, Charles Luther, 
Bruce Johnson, Gne Johnson, Dennis McCafferty and 
Bruce Hendrickson) their scout leader, Art Easter 
and scrap committee man, Art Bendler, brought in 
over 11 thousand pounds, and Easter said scouts 
would collect from any one who called.  

 In Loomis that first week, J. T. Ecklun and 
Dave Johnson, Loomis town marshal, were vying 
every day as to who would bring in the most metal 
and win the savings bond prize offered in a local  
contest. One day they collected over 80,000 pounds, 
bringing their total to 132,290 pounds. Back in  
Holdrege, Nels Kronquest found over 11 thousand 
pounds at his business, but said since he was on the 
committee, he would not be in competition for the 
prizes. In Funk, over 35 tons of metal was sorted and 
made ready for loading into rail cars. The 22 men 
working were rewarded by the delicious cake and 
coffee served by the ladies- a regular scrapping bee! 

 As each day went by, more groups joined the 
search for scrap iron. Burlington Railroad enlisted 
their employees to scour their homes and premises, to 
urge friends and neighbors to do the same, and to 
seek out any and all old railroad equipment to add to 
the growing pile at Kronquests. The county agent, 
Russ Batie, appealed to every rural boy between the 
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ages of 10 and 20 to “start collecting all the little 
pieces of metal around their farm homes.” Mrs. Roy B. 
Johnson urged all county women's organizations to 
get into the scrap drive and compete for generous 
prizes offered in the statewide contest. She reported 
that chairmen of each township have been appointed 

and women are searching out 
their homes for every bit of 
brass, copper, aluminum, zinc, 
lead and rubber. In Bertrand, 
that request was taken to 
heart so the women were  
canvassing house to house. 

Even such small items as mismatched keys were  
being collected in all the towns, and barrels were 
placed on the corners of Fourth Avenue for collecting 
such small metal items. 

 Each day bigger items added to the scrap  
pile… an old steel safe, the cannons from the Phelps 
County Court House, and the city fathers salvaged 
80,000 pounds of scrap from the old city pumping 
equipment.  

 The old Corliss engines, a huge steam boiler 
and accessory materials were loaded directly onto 
freight cars, bypassing the growing mass at  
Kronquests. The county sheriff, G. Royal Hanson, 
added old copper stills and a slot machine. Some of 
the old stills dated back to the prohibition era and 
the slot machine had been confiscated years earlier. 
All had been stored in the jail for years. The scrap 
Snoopers discovered an old furnace at the site of the 

old Orphans Home near Phelps Center. Only the 
small cap of the old water furnace was showing 
above the ground of the abandoned basement. It took 
much digging, some expertise from mechanics Dick 
Black and Lloyd Bush, and the tractor of Carl  
Johnson to tug, pull and finally extract the furnace 
out of the six-foot hole. Several tons were added to 
the scrap pile, and the home received the monetary 
proceeds from their “donation.” 

 As gas supplies and tire wear were already a 
concern, farmers brought their accumulated scrap to 
Loomis and Holdrege on Saturday when they came to 
town to shop. Over 62,000 pounds came in over the 
weekend, and after the first week over 225,587 
pounds were amassed. 

 Each day articles were in the paper touting 
the campaign and each day’s result. The publisher of 
the Holdrege Citizen had donated a third of his 
newspaper’s front page to advertising each day. J. W. 
Titus of First National Bank had pledged to under-
write the costs of the scrap drive, and all assumed 
$500 would cover the costs. 

 But in the second week of the drive, Brown 
and his committee realized that to recover the metal 
from the farms within the 
area, volunteers and trucks 
would need to be recruited to 
aid the farmers in the tear 
down and transporting of the 
scrap iron. At the time this 
call for assistance went out to 
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the communities, 
both Holdrege and 
Loomis organized the 
‘Snoopers.’ The chair-
man defined this 
group as “Phelps 
County's newest and 
most exclusive service 
club.” They will meet 
every night at 6:30 at 
t h e  K r o n q u e s t  
Implement Company 
and the organization 
won't disband until 
the salvage metal 
campaign is over. A 
brilliant yellow badge 
will designate mem-
ber of the “scrap” 
snooper organization 
and a brilliant red  
insignia will mark the even more exclusive member-
ship, which will be known as the super-duper “scrap 
snoopers.” Three nights of volunteer service rated the 
yellow badge, and the red insignia was bestowed  
after eight nights of finding and recovering metal. An 
obvious sense of humor helped make a necessary task 
have a degree of fun attached to it! 

 Every night of the second week of the drive, 
trucks and volunteers gathered at Kronquests and 
spread through out the county. Many businesses  
donated their trucks, and most evenings at least 10 
trucks and sometimes as many as 50 men appeared 
for duty. Brown spent most every day out scouting 
the gullies, pastures and farmsteads for metal, and 
making arrangements to get the equipment collected 
and transported. That first evening over 100,000 
pounds was scheduled for pickup and each evening 
of the week reported similar results.  

 In Loomis the Snoopers located a 50 year old 
molasses mill. It was recovered from the E. H. Edlund 
farm and added to the metal at Perry Lumber.  

 The scrap drive ended in August after collect-
ing over 2,000,000 pounds, and all but three carloads 
was sold to a Hastings firm. Roy Fulmer supervised 
others who graded all the metal. Volunteer workers 
then transported and loaded the 
metal into railroad cars for  
direct shipment to the steel 
mills. By the third week of  
August, fourteen carloads had 
left Holdrege and a carload of 
scrap a day was moving out of 
the rail yard. Brown stated that 
was about one-third of the total that would be 
shipped from here. About 15 to 20 men showed up 
each evening and worked from 7 to midnight, and the 
same process was occurring in Loomis and Funk.  

 In October, Nebraska responded positively to 
a challenge from Kansas as to which state could  
collect the most scrap iron. An ad promoting this fall 
drive said, “Although Phelps County moved 1,800 
tons of scrap in August, there is easily 500 tons left if 
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each one does his part. Don’t 
let it be said that brave men 
died because you failed.” 

 So Dick Brown and 
Nels Kronquest fired up their 
scrap committee, and again 
the Holdrege Chamber offered 

premium prices for scrap metal brought in. But this 
drive was highlighted by the students of HHS. They 
set a goal of collecting 1,000 pounds per student, and 
had over 400 pounds a piece by mining the city 
dump! The students offered to go get any metal, 
transport it to the scrap dump, anything to get the 
metal to the collection site. The farmer still received 
the money for the scrap iron; the kids got to add it to 
the total of pounds they collected. The culmination of 
the student’s efforts was a “Scrap Jubilee” which took 
place after Holdrege beat Curtis in a football game. 
The students snake-danced through the business  
district to the city auditorium where the king and 
queen of scrap were crowned with scrap crowns. 

 Donnie Lindstrom and Ruth Silver, the  
royalty, had been carried to the festivities in an old 
tin lizzie chariot by six attendants, dressed in scrap 

costumes. Home room winners and costume winners 
were announced and recognized. A very fun and  
successful evening was celebrated as it was  
announced that the chosen goal of 1,000 pounds per 
student had been surpassed, and the per capita total 
stood at 1,443 pounds. 

 A very small third drive was conducted in  
November, and as the results were scant, it was  
surmised that “the third Phelps County Scrap drive 
had scraped the very bottom of metal piles in this 
county.” As the last car was to be loaded, an appeal 
for 20 tons of heavy metal went out to fill the car.  

 About this time a large blue pennant, the 
award of the war production board to those counties 
that exceeded their quotas on the collection of scrap 
metal, arrived. It was to “wave at the top of the 
Phelps county courthouse as a recognition of the  
patriotic spirit that spurred this county to do more 
than its share in the collection of scrap metal as well 
as other war efforts asked by the government.” 

 P.S. All of this was featured in Life Magazine, 
so this small rural county made national headlines at 
this time in our history.  

IMO Dean McClymont 
Mrs. Phyllis McClymont 

IMO George Nelson  
Carol Peterson 

IMO LeRoy F. Nelson  
Family and Friends 

 IMO Don Lindgren 
Mr. and Mrs. Marlin Jones 

 IMO Delwin Johnson 
Mr. and Mrs. William Johnson 

 IMO Allan Wilson  
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Perry 

 IMO Bob Mulliner  
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Perry 

 IMO Keith Claar 
Mr. and  Mrs. Dean Orcutt 
Mrs. Robert Harden  
Harry Dahlstrom 

 IMO Della Sell 
Mr. and Mrs. Rodger Lien 

 IMO Laverne Erickson  
Mr. and Mrs. Rodger Lien 

 IMO Floyd Lindstrom 
Mr. and Mrs. John Abrahamson 

 IMO Byron Spence 
Mr. and Mr. James Ostgren 

 IMO Bruce Gustafson 
Mr. and Mrs. John Abrahamson 

IHO Wayne Carlson 
Warner & Janice Carlson 

Phelps County Historical Society  
Memorials & Honorariums 
July 16 - Oct. 9, 2007 
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The Phelps County Historical Society is  
LOOking for new members! 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIPS: LIFE MEMBERSHIP: 
Single Membership - $20 $____________ Single only - $1,000 payable in installments over five years. 
Couple/Family Membership - $30 $____________ All previous Life Memberships are recognized. 
Business Membership - $100 $____________  $____________ 
Supporting Membership - $75 $____________ 
 
SUPPORTING ANNUAL SPONSORSHIPS FOR LIFE MEMBERS AND BUSINESSES: With the same benefits as Annual  
Members, plus your name in the Stereoscope for the year and one free meeting room use. This is a great way to give a little 
more and/or to continue financial support even if you are a Life Member. 
         Business Sponsorship  $100      $___________     Single/Family Sponsorship $75      $____________ 
 
MEMBER BENEFITS: Voting privileges at PCHS business meetings, 10% off  Merchandise, Four issues of the 

Stereoscope and Free Admission. 
 
NAME (s):   

ADDRESS:   

CITY:   STATE:     ZIP:   

PHONE:   

SEND CHECK AND FORM TO: PHELPS COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
PO BOX 164 
HOLDREGE, NE 68949 

Did you 
know? 

It costs about 
$10,000 per 

month to run 
our museum. 

We need your 
help to ensure 
the museum is 
around when 
you are old 

enough to be 
part of history! 

Program Brings  
Students to Work at  
Don O. Lindgren  
Library 

by Sandra Slater 
  Several years ago Rita 
Skiles came to ask if we would 
work with one of  E.S.U.  students 
in the Library setting. Rita had 
started a program at the  

Educational Service Unit to help students who would 
be looking for a job after their graduation. This  
program involves many businesses in Holdrege and 
has become a useful educational tool for the student 
and employee. 

  We have had many students come and spend 
from a couple of months to two years with us. Our 

responsibility is to critique the student’s ability to 
meet the public; see that they dress in an appropriate 
way while working in a library setting and encourage 
the student to do their work as neatly and efficiently 
as possible. The student also has a chance to learn 
new skills. 

  Presently, Amber Dobbs from Wilcox,  
Nebraska is working about 10 hours a week in the 
Library. She has been clipping newspaper articles for 
our numerous scrap books, indexing a 1920 plat map 
and putting the information in the computer. 

  This is Amber’s first work experience. From 
here she will probably go to a completely different 
work experience. 

  We enjoy working with these students.  This 
is also our way giving back to the community. 

Amber Dobbs 
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Random Thoughts 

By Warner Carlson 

  The Nebraska Prairie Museum is fortunate to 
have the World War II Camp Atlanta Prisoner of 
War Artifacts, artwork and written history. At the 
present time this collection draws people from 
around here and also far away places. This attraction 
would be even more valuable if we had the stories of 
local men and women who have served in the United 
States Military. If you have a story to tell, (and all  
veterans do), why not share it with others and let the 
Museum preserve your story for coming generations? 

  The Sports Wall of Honor, our effort to  
recognize outstanding athletic achievement, is off to a 
good start. Eight individuals were inducted in 2006 
and four in 2007. I often times am reminded of the 
contributions made by individuals in the sports 
world. There is no shortage of outstanding athletes 
from this area and the wall will continue to be a place 
where these people will be recognized for their  
contributions and achievements. 

  As a Phelps County Historical Society Board 
member I am amazed and humbled at the  
contributions made by so many. These contributions 
have made our Museum an outstanding place to visit. 
As we look to the future, there seems to be a need for 
more space, so we must be selective in what the  
Museum can accept and display. 

  In closing, I would like to again thank all of 
you who have made the Museum what it is today. 
Each of you has made a difference in making it an  
attraction of which we can be proud. 

Nebraska Prairie Museum  
Presents an opportunity for you to leave your legacy with a personalized paver in our memorial garden. 

 
Each paver may include up to three lines of text, 12 characters per line including spaces and punctuation  
(a maximum of 36 characters total). 3”x7” engraving surface paver has beveled edge. 
 
Examples: 
 
 
 
YES! I wish to order _____ Bricks at $65.00 each. 
 
 
 
Brick 1: 
 
 
 
 
Brick 2: 
 

IN  MEMORY OF 
PAUL & PAT  
PETERSON 

HERMAN HEFT 
8-6-88 

            

            

            

            

            

            

Name:        

Address:       

City:         

State:     Zip:     

Phone:       

Amount of Tax Deductible Donation  $    

 
Return you check and order form to: 
 
Phelps County Historical Society 

PO Box 164 
Holdrege, NE 68949 

 
For information call:  

(308) 995-5015 
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P.O. BOX 164 
HOLDREGE, NEBRASKA 68949 

Charitable 
Challenge! 

 The Phelps County 
Historical Society Board of 
Directors has accepted a 
Charitable Challenge from  
Roy W.  and Mary L.  
Pearson.  

Roy and Mary have  
challenged the Phelps 
County Historical Society to 

raise $400,000 for the improvement of the Nebraska  
Prairie Museum. This challenge is an incentive to: 

1. Raise funds to upgrade the heating and cooling  
system, and 

2. To improve the entrance by hard surfacing the drive 
and parking areas. 

Currently the furnace system at the museum is over 30 
years old and 60% efficient. The cost to heat and cool the 
facilities will improve with a new and better efficient  
system. A hard surfaced entrance and parking lot to the 
museum will provide a welcoming atmosphere and attract 
tourists off US Highway 183.  

The Charitable Challenge will end  
February 1, 2008 

When the Phelps County Historical Society has raised the 
$400,000 by the February 1st deadline, Roy W. and Mary 
L. Pearson will gift the Phelps County Historical Society 
$200,000. 

Please help us raise these funds and improve our Nebraska 
Prairie Museum.  Time is running out! 

YES! I want to help the challenge.  

Enclosed is my check for $______________. 

 

Name        

Address:       

City/St/Zip       

 

Please mail before February 1, 2008 to:  

The Nebraska Prairie Museum 

PO Box 164 

Holdrege, NE 68949 


