
Lewis Hensley b. 1782 is the s/o Henry “Harry” Hensley and Barbara Angel of (Burke/Buncombe) now Yancey Co., 

NC.  He moved to Knox Co. (now Harlan Co.) Kentucky around 1801 and married Nancy Howard (d/o Samuel 

Hoard/Howard) on September 1, 1803.  On March 27, 1844, at the mouth of Poor Fork, Harlan Co., KY,  Lewis was 

killed by his brother-in-law. Samuel Howard, Jr. (s/o Samuel Howard Sr. and Chloe Osborne) by two mortal stab 

wounds.  Four years later (abt. 1848-49) the case went to trial and Sam was found not guilty. The grand jury 

indictment stated that Samuel Howard "did then and there in the fury of his mind feloniously strike and stab the 

said Lewis Hensley in and upon the left side of the lower part of the belly and near the groin, upon the neck, .and 

did give to the said Hensley two mortal wounds."   

Hand-scribed on the edge of this manuscript was the entry "We of the Jury find the Defendant Not Guilty."  Signed 

___  Howard, one of the Jurors. 

“The Commonwealth of Kentucky Harlan County  

The Grand Jurors for the Commonwealth empanels and Sworn for the County of Harlan upon their oath present that 

on the twenty seventh day of March in the year of our Lord One Thousand eight hundred and forty four in the 

County aforesaid Samuel Howard ____did feloniously and in the fury of his mind make an assault in and upon a 

certain Lewis Hensley and that the said Samuel Howard with a drawn knife which he the said Samuel Howard there 

and then held in his right hand did then and there in the fury of his mind feloniously strike and stab the said Lewis 

Hensley in and upon the left side of the lower part of the belly and near the groin of him the said Hensley and also 

did there and then in the fury of his mind most wickedly and feloniously with said knife strike thrust and stab the 

said Hensley in upon the neck of him the said Hensley by which said striking thrusting and stabing by the said 

Samuel Howard did give to the said Hensley two mortal wounds one in the belly as aforesaid of the breath of one 

inch and of the depth of ___ inches and one on the neck at aforesaid of the breath of three inches and of the depth 

of one inch of which mortal wounds so inflicted by the said Howard to the said Hensley in the County aforesaid 

instantly did and to the Jurors aforesaid upon their oath as aforesaid do say that the said Samuel Howard then and 

there in manner and form aforesaid did wickedly and feloniously in the fury of his mind kill and slay the said Lewis 

Hensley against the laws of God and man contrary to the _____in such case made and forwarded and against the 

peace and dignity of the Commonwealth of Kentucky found upon the information ______Green and ______Lewis 

not of the grand Jury. 

                                                                                             William B. Moore 

                                                                                             Attorney for the Commonwealth” 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------/ 

John J. Dickey interviewed Wood Lyttle in Manchester, Clay Co., KY on 12 April 1898. Wood stated that his 

grandfather, David Y. Lyttle defended Sammie Howard in the killing of Lewis Hensley.  Wood claimed to be a 

witness to the killing, and said it was accidental as Howard was defending himself against Hensley who was trying 

to cut him with a knife. Howard hit Hensley with a stick and killed him. Wood characterizes Howard as "a good, very 

old man." Samuel Howard Sr. was born circa 1793 and died in 1870. Samuel Howard, Adron Howard's son, was 

born circa 1805 and died in 1883. Both men were considered old when they died and David Y. Lyttle lived until at 

least 1897 (he was also interviewed by Dickey and mentioned the trial) and could have defended either man. 

 


