
N e w s  f r o m  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  
 
The arrival of spring means a new “club” year is about upon us. 
 
The Forum’s annual meeting will be May 26th.  We’ll celebrate 32 years as a society.  Along with the election of offi-
cers, members will vote on an increase in membership dues.  All the present officers have agreed to serve for an-
other year.  Thank you for making my job easier. 
 
Program chair, Judy Cohen, has a great lineup of interesting programs - Researching your Swedish roots & a trip to 
Sweden, a History Mystery; speakers from High Plains Women’s Museum & Yellowstone County Museum, Railroads, 
and What is at the Montana Historical Society. 
 
The executive board has discussed, many times, doing a data collection at a cemetery along with photos.  Which 
cemetery has been the biggest question.  Do you know of a cemetery that needs to be documented?  If so, please let 
us know. 
 
Do your ancestors qualify as “First Families” or “Early Settlers” of Montana?  If they lived in Montana Territory before 
statehood (November 9, 1889), or in Montana after statehood but before December 31, 1929, then they qualify.  
The third volume of First Families & Early Settlers of Montana will be going to press this summer.  The deadline for 
submitting applications is July 1st.  Shawna Valentine can help complete applications.  Volume III will be available for 
purchase at the state conference in September. 
 
I’m looking forward to another wonderful year of great programs and numerous volunteer activities.  I hope you are, 
too. 
 
P. J. Smith 
President 
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YELLOWSTONE GENEALOGY FORUM 

Best for Genetic Researchers 
August 20, 2008 

Summary When you're ready for the cutting edge in genealogy research, these sites can help you jump into the gene 
pool. 

GeneTree 
This innovative site, still in beta, combines DNA and social networking. Although limited to mitochondrial test results so 
far, its mapping of DNA results is the best we've seen. You can order test kits here, but you can search for you DNA 
matches no matter which lab you used.  
Sorenson Molecular Genealogy Foundation 
This nonprofit organization is dedicated to building the world's foremost collection of DNA and corresponding genea-
logical information. To date, its database tops 70,000 DNA samples with family trees from around the world.  
YSearch and MitoSearch 
These sibling databases from Family Tree DNA lets you search for Y-DNA or mtDNA matches no matter whom you 
tested with. At Family Tree DNA's site, you can see if your surname is among the 74,355 in the company's client data-
base.  
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U P C O M I N G  C O N F E R E N C E S / S E M I N A R S  
 
May 3rd – 8th, 2009  Digital Preservation Management:  Short-Term Solutions for Long-Term Problems, 
    Ann Arbor, MI www.icpsr.umich.edu 
May 9th, 2009   Logan, Utah Family History Expo 2009, Eccles Conference Center in Logan, Utah 
    (5005 Old Main Hill) on the campus of Utah State University .www.fhexpos.com 
May 9th – 10th, 2009  DNA Conference, Boise, ID More info:  Juvanne@earthlink.net 
May 12th, 2009   Introduction to Scottish Family History Research Course, Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
    www.torontofamilyhistory.org 
May 22nd – 23rd, 2009  Climbing Your DNA:  Genetic Genealogy, Fort Wayne, IN www.acpl.lib.in.us 
May 17th – 24th, 2009  NEHGS English Family History Research Tour, London, England 
    www.newenglandancestor.org 
May 29th – 31st, 2009  Ontario Genealogical Society Provincial Conference, Oakville, Ontario, Canada 
    www.ogs.on.ca 
June 7th – 12th, 2009  14th Genealogy “Summer Camp”, Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
    www.torontofamilyhistory.org 
June 12th – 13th, 2009  Colorado Family History Expo 2009, Loveland, CO www.fhexpos.com 
July 12th – 19th, 2009  NEHGS Newfoundland Research Tour, St. Johns, Newfoundland, Canada 
    www.newenglandancestors.org 
July 16th – 18th, 2009  13th Annual Angelina College Genealogy Conference, Lufkin, TX www.angelina.edu 
July 17th – 18th, 2009  Wyoming Family History Expo 2009, Sheridan, WY www.fhexpos.com 
July 19th – 24th, 2009  Semaine de genealogie/Genealogy Week, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada 
    www.ogsottawa.on.ca 
August 28th – 29th, 2009  Salt Lake City, Utah Family History Expo 2009, www.fhexpos.com 

Magic: Faded Census Records to Re-Appear 

This is about as close to magic as I can imagine. Picture in your mind original census pages that have faded so badly 
that the enumerators' handwriting is no longer visible. I am not talking about ink that has faded a bit. In this case, the 
ink is gone, not even visible on the page. All you can see is the page as it was printed and given to the enumerators 
(census takers) with the pre-printed text and boxes. These pages look as if they were never filled out, and yet you know 
they were. 
Now, add in a mix of digital photography and different lights. Shake well with some computer enhancements. The re-
sult? Readable images! 
If this isn't magic, I don't know what is. 
Jack Reese at The Generations Network started working through the 1851 Manchester, England, census. He kept find-
ing himself staring at a bunch of nothing. Ink had faded. Water damage left mold that was eating away at what was left 
of the paper. Some pages were just fragments. Others? Completely blank. 
For Jack, it was a fun problem. After all, he is an engineer with two areas of special expertise: computer imaging and 
family history.  
He started with a Nikon digital camera, disassembled it, replaced filters, and added specialized lenses. Next he built a 
box, “a complete light-controlled enclosure that we could house our custom lights and camera in.” He then used a mix 
of light sources: infrared, ultraviolet, fluorescent, incandescent, and more.  
You can see magician Jack's results on the Ancestry Magazine's web site at http://
www.ancestrymagazine.com/2009/04/genea-Logic/preserving-genealogical-records.  
The site includes sample before-and-after images of the pages. The results are amazing. 
For the next few months, the camera will prove its mettle at The National Archives in London, capturing images of that 
1851 Manchester census. Once snapped, keyed, and indexed, pages containing some 200,000+ names that might 
have been lost will be available at your fingertips on Ancestry.com. 
 
The contents of this newsletter are copyright by Richard W. Eastman with the following exception:  
Many of the articles published in these newsletters contain quotes or references from others, especially from other 
Web sites, software user's manuals, press releases and other public announcements. Any words in this newsletter at-
tributed to another person or organization remain the copyrighted materials of the original author(s).  
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New York City Restricts Access to Vital Records 

Sad news: "The public is no longer permitted to look at the birth and death indexes at the New York City Department of 
Health."  The following was written by Jan Meisels Allen who has given permission to distribute it elsewhere: 
 
The New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH) has restricted access to the indices for vital 
records (birth, death) effective April 8, 2009. Only authorized personnel are now  permitted to research the indices.  
 
In speaking with the Commissioner's office, I was advised that anyone may pay $15 to have the staff research a spe-
cific name for three years. More years requires additional payment. As genealogists, we would like to retain the oppor-
tunity to review the indices ourselves. 
 
There is nothing, as of this posting, reflecting the change posted on the DOHMH website. (http://www.nyc.gov/html/
doh/html/home/home.shtml) . 
 
The DOHMH has birth indices/records after 1909 and death indices/records after 1948. (The New York City Municipal 
Archives has birth indexes prior to 1910 and  death  indexes prior to  1949 http://www.nyc.gov/html/records/html/
vitalrecords/home.shtml.) 
 
In 2008, the DOHMH adopted a resolution to repeal and reenact Article 3 of the New York City Health Code (see http://
www.nyc.gov/html/doh/downloads/pdf/notice/article-3-adoption-June-2008.pdf or http://tinyurl.com/df6937. Section 
3.25 (page 4)  states the amendment is for the protection of the privacy of persons who are subjects of the information 
while providing for the conditions under which information may be disclosed. 
 
Also, Section 3.27, which permitted access to the printed indices of vital statistics records, has been repealed in its 
entirety. This was the section that permitted anyone to review the indices available at the DOHMH. The stated rationale 
for repeal is due to concerns over abuse in access which can lead to identity theft and security risks. The resolution 
states while this is a Department determination, they are taking into consideration the federal regulations for the 
Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA). This is not the usual interpretation of HIPAA, which is the 
standard for protecting the privacy of  patient medical records and other health information provided to health care 
providers. 
 
Jan Meisels Allen 
Director, International Association of Jewish Genealogical Societies and Chairperson, Public Records Access Monitoring 
Committee 

Charles M. Bair – Sheep Rancher 
 
Charles Bair was born on June 18, 1857 in Ohio.  He started farming in Michigan; then became a train conductor for 
the railroad. He came to Montana in 1883 and was a conductor on the Billings to Helena run with the Northern Pacific 
for eight years.  He saved his money and invested in ranch land. By 1891 he was ready to devote full time to ranching. 
In 1898 he became one of the area’s largest and most successful stockman. He sold 25,000 sheep and some ranch 
holdings to purchase ground-thawing machines, which he took to the placer gold mines of the Klondike with Louis E. 
Miller. The machines worked perfectly, and he invested his earnings in rich Alaskan mining properties. He returned to 
Montana in 1899 and again invested in sheep. At one time he clipped 1,900,000 pounds of wool. By the turn of the 
century he owned the largest individual sheep operation in the northwest U.S. Bair ran as many as 300,000 head of 
sheep on his ranch in the Martinsdale area and other lease land. In 1910, his sheep sale filled a 47-car train with 1.5 
million pounds of wool bound for the Boston market. 
 
He built a home at Broadway & 3rd Ave N in Billings. It was considered to be the finest in Billings. His family farm home 
is a museum, and is open to the public. When the last of the family, Alberta died in 1993, the Bair Family Trust con-
tracted with the C.M. Russell Museum of Great Falls to manage the ranch house as a public museum. 
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An Edible Family Record—Ukrainian Paska Bread 
By Robert Samuel Breen 

 
It was around 1870 in the village of Tyrawa Solna (near Sanok in present-day Poland) that Paraska 
Chutko’s mother taught her to make the traditional Ukrainian Easter bread, paska. Four generations 
later in Ocean County, New Jersey, my Italian spouse uses the same recipe to provide dozens of 
loaves to family and friends on holidays throughout the year. 
 
Celia Sucha brought her mother Paraska’s recipe with her to Jersey City aboard the Bulow from Bre-
men in 1912. Celia taught my mother, Martha Mamrosh, how to make paska. My wife was the first to 
document the recipe. 
I’ve been told by people in the Ukraine that the raisins in our recipe strongly suggest family origins in 
Russia. Perhaps this assessment isn’t as scientific as DNA, but the recipe provides a clue for further 
family history research. And it’s one of the few records you can enjoy eating. 
 
Ingredients:  
About 4 lbs. of flour (bread or all-purpose)  
4 cups of milk 
1 cup sugar 
2 sticks of butter                                                   
2 tablespoons of dry yeast 
5 eggs 
1/2 teaspoon of nutmeg 
1 teaspoon of vanilla 
1 box (12 oz.) of raisins  
 
Scald milk. Melt butter in the milk as it cools. Dissolve sugar in the hot liquid. When the liquid is cool 
enough to be handled, pour it in a large bowl; add yeast and let dissolve. Mix in at least half of the 
flour. Texture of mixture should be wet and sticky. Let it rise in the bowl for 1 1/2 to 2 hours until 
double in bulk. 
 
Add 4 eggs, 1/2 teaspoon of nutmeg, and 1 teaspoon of vanilla. Mix well. Dust raisins with flour and 
add to mixture. Add remaining flour, one cup at a time and knead the dough until it no longer sticks 
to your hands. 
 
Divide dough into three sections. Place each section into a large, greased aluminum loaf pan. Let 
rise for another 1 1/2 to 2 hours. 
 
Preheat oven to 375 degrees. Beat remaining egg and brush over each loaf. Bake for 15 minutes; 
reduce oven temperature to 325 degrees and bake for 35–40 minutes more. If the bread is not 
brown, bake an additional 10 minutes at 310 degrees. 
 
This article was taken from Ancestry Magazine April 2009.  There was also an article in the Billings 
Gazette regarding a Ukrainian transplant about this bread and some of the traditions the Ukrainian’s 
have for the Easter Holiday. 

Hi Ho! Hi Ho! Now where did my ancestors go? 
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N a m e  t h a t  M o n t a n a  C i t y  Q u i z  
Each of the following phrases is a clue to the name of a town in Montana.  Answers will be published 
in the next GenBug. 
 
1. A noted newscaster      42.  To split 
2. A wounded animal      43.  Type of tree or bug 
3. An animal home       44.  The Russian capitol 
4. An African explorer      45.  A vacuum cleaner brand 
5. A well known circus      46.  Get on your knees and 
6. A small Sweetheart      47.  Invoices 
7. A line of toiletries       48.  Distance & City 
8. A very fleet animal      49.  Big stone 
9. A part of New York bought from the Indians for $24  50.  Large forest 
10. A fur trader       51.  Colorless corridor 
11. A ranch activity       52.  Flaming inn 
12. A flower of infancy      53.  Large ice cube & West 
13. A large snake       54.  Founder of psychoanalysis 
14. A warm, southwest wind      55.  What water does in the freezer 
15. A small valley       56.  One who grows flowers 
16. A wide look       57.  Small waterfall 
17. A geometric figure      58.  A tree whose foliage was used  

                 to make crowns 
18. 18..A former TV sheriff      59.  A cigarette brand 
19. No. 18’s former deputy      60.  Unmarried girl 
20. A hill standing alone      61.  He runs a prison 
21. A colorless vertebrate      62.  End of a sentence, twice 
22. A severed money institution     63.  An island in Indonesia 
23. A double overpass      64.  A craving equine 
24. A starving mammal      65.  Two kinds of fuel 
25. A caretaker of sheep      66.  To shed 
26. An exterior view       67.  Gloomy precipice 
27. Solomon’s request      68.  Bob’s 
28. Abundant fuel       69.  Rear of trout 
29. Much above average      70.  Fried town 
30. Holds up a person’s pants     71.  A military chicken bite 
31. Indian footwear       72.  Stuffed or pitted 
32. Next door to heaven      73.  A sink 
33. Multiple tableware      74.  Where bats live 
34. Custer’s regimental song      75.  A dirty bird 
35. The Trojan war was fought in     76.  Probably a subsidiary of the  

                 Folgers Co. 
36. Uncivilized        77.  A saint’s fire and a lake in 

                 Billings 
37. First U.S. Treasurer       
38. Flip Wilson’s impersonation      
39. Bookkeeping form       
40. A type of bean        
41. Name of a nuclear submarine      



 

April 2009 Membership Report 
 
Since our last issue, the following have joined YGF for the first time.  Please join me in welcoming: 
 
Ted Blazina 265 Montclair Drive Billings, MT  59102 406-655-4531  t.blazina@bresnan.net 
Richard A. Klose Sr. & Gayle L. Botkin-Klose 511 Cottonwood Ave Laurel, MT  59044  406-628-
7806  (no email address) 
 
We have also had 3 previous members rejoin.  Welcome back 
 
Donna Jones 1512 Redwing Circle Billings, MT  59105  259-2112  djones@meadowlarkco.com 
Lorraine Martin 11 First St. West Roundup, MT  5907  323-1641  lorraine@midrivers.com 
Ruth Normand 3105 Cactus Drive Billings, MT  59102 256-5235  rhnorm@bresnan.net 
 
We also have a couple of corrections to email addresses from the Membership Roster published in 
January.  They are: 
 
Alvin, Laura  hlchipmunk@bresnan.net 
Wolchesky, Joise cwolchesky@bresnan.net 

 
 
Former member Lester Atwood passed away in Billings on April 9, 2009. 
 
 

MSGS REPORT 
July 1, 2009 Deadline: 
 
Time is running out to include your Montana Ancestors who were in the state before 31 December 
1929 in Volume III of the First Families and Early Settlers of Montana. If you have an ancestor that 
qualifies, simply to complete the application and provide the paperwork to prove that they are 
your ancestors and when they were first in Montana. Applications are available on the First Fami-
lies link of the MSGS Website at http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~mtlcgs/ffm_esm/
msgs_1st.htm   I will also have copies and be available at the YGF meetings if you want some help 
or have questions.    We are hoping to have the books published and available by the September 
2009 MSGS Conference.   
 
Shawna Valentine 

S o c i e t y ’ s  h a p p e n i n g s  

P a g e  6  G E N B U G  N E W S  



 
P a g e  7  V o l u m e  2  I s s u e  2  

Electronic Genealogy Magazine Publication 

By Randy Seaver from Genea-Musings Blog 

I received my invitation to download the April 2009 issue of The New England Historical and Genealogical 
Register yesterday, so I did, read it, printed off an article for one of my ancestral families, and saved it to 
my hard drive for future reference. When NEHGS offered an electronic copy in lieu of a printed copy, I 
jumped at it. NEHGS has not reduced the price of their membership, though. 
 
I read yesterday that FORUM, the magazine of the Federation of Genealogical Societies, will be published 
only in electronic download format starting with the Summer 2009 issue. 
 
My under-window bookcases groan under the weight of about 15 years of NEHGR and many other journals 
and magazines. My piles fall over sometimes. There is no more room! I welcome electronic distribution of 
magazines and newsletters! I have a lot more hard drive and flash drive space than physical space, and I 
can take the electronic versions with me on a flash drive. Not to mention saving publishing and mailing 
costs. 
 
Last year, Everton's Genealogical Helper offered an electronic download version of their magazine for a 
reduced price of $12 per year (vs. $29 per year for the print issue). I jumped at that opportunity also - it 
was a great price for a wealth of information. It saved many trees, I'm sure, not to mention mailing costs. 
 
There are at least two other genealogy magazines that offer electronic download format - Internet Geneal-
ogy (with a printed option) and The Digital Genealogist. I subscribe to the Internet Genealogy magazine 
(and just noticed today that they now offer a $15 download price and a $21 print price) but not Digital Ge-
nealogist (which is only a download for $25 yearly). Both offer 6 issues per year. 
 
Ancestry Magazine is available in a web page format for free or in print for $17.95 per year. 
 
What about the other genealogy magazines? Family Tree Magazine, Family Chronicle and Discovering Fam-
ily History are still print only, as far as I know. 
 
Am I missing any nationally published magazines in the USA? 
 
What about other genealogical societies? The National Genealogical Society sends a print version of the 
NGS Quarterly and NGS News Magazine to subscribers, but offers an electronic download of NGSQ on their 
subscription web site. I don't subscribe to other national, regional or state publications, so I'm not aware of 
other society periodicals in electronic format. 
 
The trend is toward offering electronic versions of genealogy magazines and periodicals, but not every pub-
lication offers a reduced price for the electronic version. 
 
When will the print-only magazines decide to offer a reduced price for their magazines? Or will the economy 
force some of the other magazines to increase their prices. Will the economy sort this out, with some 
magazines folding or being absorbed by others? 
 
Continued on page 11 



N e w  B o o k s  i n  t h e  G e n R o o m  
 
"Donated by Richard Thayer: 
Dawsonian  1944, 1945, 1946 (Dawson County High School 
Yearbook, Glendive, Montana) 
The Pasque 1923 (Northern Normal and Industrial School Yearbook, 
Aberdeen South Dakota 
Garden City, South Dakota History, 1887 to 1987 
 
Donated by Judy Cohen: 
History of Lewistown, Montana 
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Latest Periodicals in the GenRoom 

No report submitted 

Scottish Death and Burial Records are now Online 
 
Newly digitized records of famous Scots, including Adam Smith and Sir Walter Scott, have been 
made available online. 
 
The digital images, on scotlandspeople.gov.uk, the official Government source of genealogical data 
for Scotland, are of deaths and burials contained in the Old Parish Registers of Scotland (OPRs). 
The OPRs are the records which the Church of Scotland kept of births and baptisms, banns and 
marriages and deaths and burials for the 300 years before the start of the civil registration system 
in 1855. 
 
As genealogists know, ScotlandsPeople website already contains the OPR entries for births/
baptisms and banns/marriages. Now, in the year of Homecoming, the death/burial entries will com-
plete the project to make all the OPRs of Scotland available on the internet. 
 
You can read more in the EdinburghGuide.com web site at http://www.edinburghguide.com/story/
visitingedinburgh/3171. 
 
The contents of this newsletter are copyright by Richard W. Eastman with the following exception:  
Many of the articles published in these newsletters contain quotes or references from others, espe-
cially from other Web sites, software user's manuals, press releases and other public announce-
ments. Any words in this newsletter attributed to another person or organization remain the copy-
righted materials of the original author(s).  
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