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Gallatin County Genealogical Society Minutes – Saturday, March 9, 2013 
 

• The Gallatin County Genealogical Society met at the Bozeman, Montana LDS Family History 

Center at 11:00 a.m. for a special presentation about using their facility for genealogical 

research, but also conducted a brief meeting. 

 

•Heather Bienvenue, the Vice-President of the society, welcomed everyone and asked them to 

write their names and emails on the list being passed around, since there were several new 

people in attendance. Tricia Thompson, the treasurer of the society, also checked out vital 

records cards that need to be indexed and passed around a sign-up sheet for divorce indexing at 

the Bozeman Law & Justice Center. 

 

•The Gallatin County Genealogical Society will be electing new officers in May. Positions 

available are president, vice-president, secretary, and treasurer. The society will not meet during 

June and July due to everyone’s busy summer. Since the Montana Genealogical Society will 

have their annual conference in Bozeman, Montana this year, the society needs to meet in 

August to help plan the conference. 

 

•Michelle Westberg, the president of the society, shared that the Montana State Genealogical 

Society will be having their annual conference in Bozeman, Montana on September 26-28 at the 

Holiday Inn. They need help with the following: 

-Table decorations with a genealogical theme (“One Leaf At A Time”) for two luncheons and 

one banquet. 

-A dynamic speaker (such as John Russell) who can give a 45-minute presentation on genealogy. 

-People to help hand out door prizes. 

-Ideas for tours. Some suggestions for tours were the Pioneer Museum, MSU, Museum of the 

Rockies (how to date old photos; historical quilts in Montana; the Living Farm); and a Sunset 

Cemetery Walk with Derek Strahan. It was suggested that several tours be available at the same 

time to meet the interests of society members. 

 

•It was suggested that Bozeman City Maps be secured for the conference from the Bozeman 

Chamber of Commerce. 

 

•It was suggested that the Montana State Genealogical Society advertise the conference on the 

Montana PBS “Grapevine” 

 

•After the business portion of the meeting was completed, Frank Hanosek shared the following 

information about the LDS Church Family History Center: 

-Anyone can use the LDS Church Family History Center. 

-The Family History Center is open and staffed on Tuesday from 6-9 p.m.; Wednesday from 10 

a.m. to 4 p.m.; Thursday 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. during the day; and by appointment. They are closed 

for two weeks during Christmas and New Year’s. 

-The LDS Church doesn’t recruit people who use the Bozeman LDS Church Family History 

Center to join their church or charge for their services. They cannot accept donations due to the 

church’s strict auditing procedures. 
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-The LDS Church has been filming documents around the world since 1938. Instead of using 

microfiche and microfilm like they have in the past, they are now digitizing documents so they 

can be viewed on the Internet. 

-He shared that he has been questioned about the legality of writing down information from 

tombstones and taking pictures in cemeteries. It’s legal! 

-They have a large collection of genealogy books from Pennsylvania that were donated to the 

Bozeman LDS Church Family History Center, which would be helpful to anyone researching 

their Pennsylvania roots. 

-They have genealogy books on the Irish, Germans, the United States, and Montana. 

-They have the Revolutionary War Pension Abstracts. 

-The Bozeman LDS Church doesn’t have their entire genealogical collection indexed, but they 

are working on it. 

-They have five computers, a large printer, six microfilm readers, and two microfiche readers for 

genealogical research. 

-The Bozeman LDS Church Family History Center has several genealogy research sites available 

to use for free on their computers. The sites include: FamilySearch.com, Ancestry.com, and Fold 

3. 

-Tricia Thompson made a comment that the 1940 Census on FamilySearch.com is much better 

than the same census on Ancestry.com due to their thoroughness in indexing the data. 

-It is important to try a lot of different spellings to find the ancestor you are looking for on a 

census due to how census takers recorded the data and how individuals indexed the data. 

-It is important to keep a log of your research because it isn’t always obvious whether you have 

the right “John Smith” and you don’t want to repeat the same research you have conducted. It is 

also important to look at the dates of the person you are researching to determine if you have the 

right person. For example, a nine-year-old girl won’t be having children at that age, so she may 

not be the “Jane Smith” you are looking for. 

-A question was asked about researching Quaker ancestors. The Quakers kept very good records, 

so locating information about Quaker ancestors may be easier to find than other religious 

affiliations. 

-The Family Search Catalog is constantly changing due to more information being digitized, so 

check their site often. The LDS Church is digitizing records throughout the world if the country, 

state, county, etc. will allow them to do so. There is currently a problem with the LDS Church 

sharing some of the records they have digitized from France, but the church is working on the 

problem. 

-You don’t have to go to a particular country to conduct genealogical research on your ancestors 

since the LDS Church Family History Center in Salt Lake City, Utah has copies of most 

genealogical records if they allowed the LDS Church to microfilm or digitize them. 

-An individual microfilm from SLC can be rented for $8.75. If the microfilm is already at the 

Bozeman LDS Family History Center, they won’t let you order it again, so you may use it for 

free. 

-SLC charges $.15 to copy each microfiche, but will cost you more than that because it must be 

ordered in a package set and charged according to the number of microfiche in the set. 

 

• Frank Hanosek showed society members who were interested how to use FamilySearch.com. 
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•The next meeting will be held on Saturday, April 13. The place and time are still unknown since 

the library conference room was already booked at 11:00 a.m. There is a back-up plan to meet at 

4:00 p.m. in the library conference room since that time was available. Tricia Thompson will 

check to see if the society can meet at Bozeman High School. Frank Hanosek offered the use of 

the LDS Church’s Relief Society Meeting Room (Ladies’ Meeting Room) for the society’s April 

meeting. David Heep (sp?) will need to be contacted to secure the room, which is free of charge. 

 

•The meeting was adjourned. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Bonnie Jackson  


