
Northville Genealogical Society 
Pioneer Certificate Instructions 

 
ELIGIBILITY:  To qualify for a Pioneer Certificate, the applicant must directly descend from an 
ancestor who resided in Northville, Northville Township, Novi or Plymouth prior to December 31, 
1880.  The applicant must be able to prove descent from the ancestor (male or female) by an official 
record or records for each generation, including proof for the applicant.  Current residency in the 
above-named communities is not necessary. 
 
INSTRUCTIONS:  Complete, to the best of your ability, the Lineage Chart and the enclosed 
Application.  If you have more than one such ancestor, please complete a separate application for 
each ancestor.  Only one ancestor will be inscribed on a certificate, except when the ancestor and 
spouse both qualify.  We encourage the use of a supplementary form to include, when known, 
names of all children in all generations in direct descent and whom they married, down to and 
including your own family.  (Supplemental Form Sample is included in this packet.) 
 
PROOFS:  To insure that the certificate is the result of credible genealogical research, the following 
PRIMARY SOURCES are deemed acceptable: 
Vital Records (birth, marriage and death) 
Probate Records 
Land Records 
Tax Records 
Census Records (local, state and federal) 
Military Records (state and federal) 

Church 
Mortuary 
Cemetery and Court Records 
Atlas and Plat Books 
Michigan Historical and Pioneer Papers  
(available at the Library of Michigan) 

 
The inclusion of the following supplemental resources is encouraged but may not be acceptable as 
proof of lineage:  Bible records, obituaries and newspaper clippings, tombstone inscriptions, 
published family histories, published county histories, published biographical records, city and 
county directories, private papers and personal records, i.e. letters, diaries, journals and 
reminiscences. 
 
SUBMITTED MATERIALS:  All applications and verifying material become the property of the 
Northville Genealogical Society and will be retained in its custody.  Do not send any original 
documents.  Send a photocopy or other facsimile of pertinent materials.  Applicants are encouraged 
to include biographical information on their ancestor. 
 
A committee appointed by the Northville Genealogical Society shall determine eligibility.  The 
committee’s decision shall be final. Incorrect or incomplete applications will be returned to the 
applicant for corrections or additions, and the applicant will be encouraged to resubmit. 
 
Each application and photocopied proof of descent, along with a $7.50 check payable to the 
Northville Genealogical Society should be mailed to: 
 
Pioneer Certificate Project 
Northville Genealogical Society 
P.O. Box 932             Questions: 
Northville, MI  48167-0932                                            Email:  richpats@hotmail.com 


