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Crossing the Messalonskee str1eam 
and entering Oakland, the tracks 
were to run through Fairfield and 
Main Streets to the Maine Central 
Railroad depot and along Church 
Street to Summer Street and the 
shore of Lake Messalonskee, other
wise known as Snow Pond. 

At the required hearing on the 
7th of August, strong opposition to 
the building of the Waterville & 
Oakland trolley line was offered by 
the Maine Central Railroad which, 
naturally, took a dim view of the 
proposed competition. 

Its attorney, Seth M. Carter, as
serted that the Maine Central pro
vided all necessary transportation 
facilities between the two communi
ties; that some of the trains were 
being operated at a loss, and that 
the construction of an electric rail
way probably would result in the 
elimination of part of the railroad 
service. 

T h e Railroad Commissioners 
ruled, however, that the public con
venience required the construction 
of the street railway and the neces
sary authorization was given on 
September 2nd. In their finding, 
the Railroad Commissioners said in 
part: 

The electric railroad gives a service 
which the steam road cannot give. 
Electric cars are run singly and often, 
while the steam cars are run in trains 
and necessarily less frequent. The 
steam cars have only one general sta
tion in one town while the electric cars 
run through the streets and take pas
sengers at more convenient points. The 

MESSALONSKEE HALL, the 
combination carbarn a n d 
dance hall at Oakland, Maine,
as it looked in 1903. Cars are
14-bench open No. 3, formerly
owned by the Portland &
Brunswick Street Railway
Company, and Duplex No. 6.
At the extreme left is Amos F.
Gerald and next to him, par
tially hidden by No. 3, is Su
perintendent Lester Choate.
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steam cars have no station between 
Waterville and Oakland and only carry 
passengers between these two points. 
The electric cars stop for passengers 
whenever and wherever it is found 
necessary, so that while the steam 
road runs trains in sufficient numbers 
to carry passengers, the electric rail
way is more convenient for people 
between the two points who want to 
take the cars or for people who want to 
stop between Watervile and Oakland. 

There is another consideration . . . 
and that is to afford the people an 
opportunity for recreation. 'Snow 
Pond,' so-called, at Oakland, which is 
to be the western terminus of this 
road, will giYe an opportunity for the 
people of Waterville and Fairfield to 
visit one of the most beautiful inland 
lakes in Maine. Such an opportunity 
might once ha,·e been termed a lux
ury but in this trenuous age, it is 
found to be a necessity, and the more 
the people come to realize this, the 
louder they call for increased facilities. 

Construction 

THE CO TRACT for construction 
of the aterville & Oakland Rail
way was awarded to Soule Dilling
ham & Company of Boston, and 
work began in April, 1903. Sixty
pound ' T ' rail was used over the 
entire route, which was 5.4 miles 
long. There were .35 of a mile of 
sidings, turnouts and carhouse 
tracks, for a single track equivalent 
of 5. 75 miles. 

Both span wire and side bracket 
suspension were used for the over
head, there being .25 of a mile of 
the former and 5.50 miles of the 
latter. Double trolley wires were 
provided. Of the total trackage, 
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2. 75 miles were within and 3 miles
were outside the city limits.
Two Bridges on Oakland Line 

Building the railway involved 
construction of two steel bridges 
with stone abutments. The first of 
these, a combination highway and 
railway bridge, crossed the Mes,sa
lonskee Stream on Western Ave
nue, near the Waterville water 
works, replacing an old wooden 
structure. The new bridge had a 
roadway 28 feet wide and a clear 
span of 53 feet. Its cost was shared 
equally by the city of Waterville 
and the railway. 

The second bridge, actually a 
trestle, spanned the Messalonskee 
stream in Oakland and had a cen
tral truss span of 81 feet. It crossed 
a deep gorge through which the 
stream rushed and foamed 75 feet 
below the tracks. 

While contruction was under 
way, six passenger cars, a work car 
and a snow plow were purchased 
and arrangements were made to 
install a Westinghouse 150 Kw. 
550-volt direct current generator
in the shoddy mill at the Emerson
Stevens dam on the Messalonskee
stream in Oakland. This generator
was driven by three water wheels
of 150 h.p. total.
Some Power Was Purchased 

Additional power, when requifled, 
was to be purchased from the 
Waterville & Fairfield Railway & 
Light Company. 

The main carhouse of the Water-
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