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News
2 December – Potluck Dinner and Show and Tell
Last meeting before the holidays and a great social time with fellow genealogists! Come to our
“Pot Luck” dinner and enjoy holiday music while you dine. After dinner, we will host an “Open
Mic” session for members to share their genealogy tips, ideas, or projects (documents/pictures to
brag over are acceptable!). We will also be having a very special holiday raffle (we found some
amazing things while organizing the library!) so be sure to bring a few dollars with you.

Contest to Name the Newsletter Announcement
We are having a newsletter-naming contest. Dee Pederson has already come up with some
suggestions. Please email WestMassGen@gmail.com your ideas. A winner will be chosen by
the board, the deadline is 20 December 2015. I look forward to seeing all your entries. Dee’s
suggestions are "Ye Olde Apple Tree", "The Apple Tree Times", "Apple Tree News" (don't
know about those, the 'Apple' Company might not like them).
Return to Contents page

From around the Genealogy Global Community
What are the online educational opportunities available this month?
DearMYRTLE - has a new study group starting Wednesday, 2 December 2015, “GenTools
Study Group”.
Virtual Institute of Genealogical Research –
5–12 December 2015: Michael L. Strauss, AG “Drafted, Deserted, and Volunteered: A
Comprehensive Study of your Civil War Ancestors”
23–30 January 2016: D. Joshua Taylor “New England Research: Has It All Been Done?”
BU “Online Certificate Program in Genealogical Research” or the “Genealogical Essentials
Course” Spring sessions starting 19 January 2016, Enrollment deadline is 16 December 2015.
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National Genealogical Society – online courses
There are quite a few places to learn more about what we love to do. Check out Cyndi’s List for
more listings.
NERGC 2017:
Using the Tools of Today & Tomorrow to Understand the Past
April 26-29, 2017 - MassMutual Convention Center, Springfield,
Massachusetts - We need volunteers to assist us in the planning and
execution of this magnificent event coming to a city near us. Please
contact Dave Robison if you would like to help – for more
information about the conference click on this link - NERGC.
Return to Contents page

Calendar
Monday, December 7, 2015 from 6-8 PM
Thursday, December 17, 2015 from 6-8
PM
Thursday, January 21, 2015 from 6-8 PM
Thursday, January 28, 2015 from 6-8 PM
26-29 April 2017

Genealogy Research Clinic at the Agawam
Senior Center
Genealogy Research Clinic at the Agawam
Senior Center
Genealogy Research Clinic at the Agawam
Senior Center
Genealogy Research Clinic at the Agawam
Senior Center
NERGC 2017: Using the Tools of Today &
Tomorrow to Understand the Past

Sessions are free for WMGS members. There is a $10 fee per session for non-members. Annual
WMGS membership is just $25.
Return to Contents page

Member Events
Dave Robison's Upcoming Events:
DATE / EVENT
Tuesdays including 9 and 23 February then 1
and 8 March
Sessions are 2 hours each
PULLING THE PERSON OUT OF THE
PAPERWORK:
MORE THAN JUST NAMES AND DATES

PLACE / INFORMATION
Museum School at the Springfield Museums
21 Edwards St
Springfield MA
For rates and registration contact Sarah Gogal
(413) 263-6800 ext 377
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Saturday, 9 April 2016 1:30 PM
DISSECTING THE DOCS
Sponsored by
Massachusetts Society of Genealogists Middlesex Chapter
Public is welcome

Acton Memorial Library
486 Main Street
Acton, MA

Tuesday, 5 April 2016
MINING THE RICH RESOURCES OF
WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS
Sponsored by
Central Massachusetts Genealogical Society

The American Legion Hall Post #129
22 Elm Street
Gardner MA
Public is welcome

Return to Contents page

Articles
WMGS Genealogical Library
by Katy Krause
It is official! Our library is ready for action! What library you ask? Excellent question! Western
Massachusetts Genealogical Society has had a library for a great many years now. However, it
fell into disuse and disrepair a couple years back and became virtually forgotten. One of our
endeavors in “upgrading” WMGS though was to bring the library back. And, that's just what
we've done! It has now been completely reorganized and fully indexed to easily find what you
want, and even better, the index is now available online! Click here for a PDF of the entire
library. The list will also be on our new website and (hopefully) searchable. Anyone is welcome
to see the library index, however in order to check out a book, you must be a member (you will
need your membership number, which is on your card, to check out a book).
We have this library available as another perk for membership because of past donations. Many
past members and institutions (including a college) donated books, periodicals, and magazines to
the library. Although we will be buying books here and there, we are looking for donations to
increase the library. Genealogists rarely let anything go, myself included, but if you have a book
or magazine you'd be willing to donate, you will be helping other members. Or if you're at a
library book sale and see a genealogy or history related book that you think will be a good
addition, don't be shy about picking it up! We need your help with this!
We hope everyone enjoys the library! And be sure to keep watch; we will be naming the library
after a member who has contributed to making WMGS what it is today. We have a couple of
contenders to choose from, but if you feel there is someone we should consider, please feel free
to send us an email about them.
Copyright © 2015 Katy Krause Used with permission by Western Massachusetts Genealogical Society.
Return to Contents page
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Methodology
Citations
By Ann Royal
Citations are those mysterious creations that we use to identify a document or source of data. So
often, we have started our genealogical journeys by failing to cite properly our sources. We were
doing the best we could back then, but there are so many new methods for learning and making
our life easier. There are two great resources for learning how to cite a source properly,
Elizabeth Shown Mills and Dr. Thomas Jones. Elizabeth Shown Mills has written THE book on
citations - Evidence Explained: Citing History Sources from Artifacts to Cyberspace, Third
Edition. Dr. Thomas Jones explains the theory behind citations in such an easy and
understandable manner in Mastering Genealogical Proof.
Elizabeth Shown Mills (ESM) tries to give us rules and examples for every known source out there. She
has recently published her third edition of the book, with updates for new and emerging source types.
She covers such topics as evidence analysis and how to form citations. From ESM’s website,
http://evidenceexplained.com/, “Evidence Explained [EE] emphasizes resources not covered by

standard citation guides. Its closing chapters also cover published resources (the conventional
fare of classic citation guides such as APA, Chicago, MLA, and Turabian) and EE follows
familiar conventions in doing so. However, EE’s chapters also guide you in capturing all the
additional data that can significantly affect the reliability you place in these derivative materials.”
Dr. Thomas Jones breaks down the citation process to several questions, Who, What, When,
Where in, and Where is. If you can answer these questions, then you have a complete citation.
The format may not be exact, but at least the information will be there. The wonderful thing
about knowing the questions is that you can think your way through a citation. You can also
include information about the quality of the source and or data, if there is an error, or anything
else that would help identify the information required.
Personally, I read ESM’s book first, then did a study group on Dr. Jones’ book, and then re-read
ESM’s explanation, and suddenly I had a much greater understanding of the mechanics of a
citation. There are other books on citations, evidence analysis and related subjects, but these two
books will help you the most. As mentioned in last month’s newsletter, ESM’s book is now
available in Kindle form for a substantial discount from hardcover price. Dr. Jones’ book is
available from Amazon and other genealogical retailers.
Copyright © 2015 Ann M Royal Used with permission by Western Massachusetts Genealogical Society.
Return to Contents page
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Technology
Evernote – Remember Everything!
By Hillary Schau
What is Evernote and why should I use it? Evernote, whose motto is "Remember everything," is
a note-taking program, not just for genealogy but everything. However, why use it? We have
Microsoft Word to write in, (or other word processing programs). We have drop box to store
things in the cloud. What is so special about Evernote?
Evernote is a tool for storing and organizing all your thoughts, plans, and brick walls in the
cloud, accessing it using your phone, iPad, library computer, or your home computer. Think
about how you store your papers, how you organize and search for things. Many of you have
notebooks or file cabinets full of folders containing papers and ideas and notes and
pictures. Evernote is a little like that. For DropBox, you can only store documents that you have
created already or capture elsewhere. Evernote lets you create and helps you to do it more
easily. All the material that you put into Evernote can be stored in one big notebook or
organized by named notebooks and even stacks of notebooks, like bookshelves. You can create
even more cross-referencing with tags or multiple tags and then you can locate your item using
either just tags or notebooks or both.
Once you have Evernote, you can also clip from the web into your notebooks. Just click on the
green elephant in the corner. It asks you where you want it, and depending on the browser, you
can put in tags, and if you want to add a little note about it. Once it is in your Evernote, all the
hypertext links work! It is not just a snapshot of the page.
There is more power to this tool. If you want to collect ideas for a relative or a vacation or
Christmas decorating ideas, Evernote is a great place to put them where you can find them. The
ages of your nieces and nephews, favorite music for your brother, home improvements done or
planned by year, recipes, blood test results, garden plans - all in one place.
If you want to plan, you can add check boxes that really check. If you want a table, you can
easily create one within your note. As with any word processing, you can bold, italics, underline,
change color, but you can also set reminders for yourself and put your notes into presentation
mode. It is pretty cool and very, very easy.
Genealogical Uses for Evernote
1. Start collecting your solved and still to be solved brick walls, add images of the
census, vital records, gravestones, anything to help.
2. Create your own 52 Ancestors collection, adding images of their house, people etc.
3. Take notes from meetings as soon as you can, when it is fresh in your mind. Evernote
is very friendly and after a while can be used as an extension of your mind. "Remember
Everything"
4. Anything that you see and you do not want to lose, like the format for queries at the
last NERGC conference:
PO Box 418, West Springfield, MA 01090 www.WestMassGen.com
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So think about it, where do you put things you don't want to lose? Agenda's, names and dates,
photos from multiple places. Is it on your phone? Laptop? On your desk? Put it all in one
place and access it everywhere. Evernote! Try out the free version and you'll wonder how you
ever managed without it.
Copyright © 2015 Hillary Schau Used with permission by Western Massachusetts Genealogical Society.
Return to Contents page

Membership
Like most things in life, membership is not free - but for our reasonable annual membership fees,
you get a lot for your money.

Reasons to Join our Society
1. Meet people with similar interests of family history and genealogy
2. Attend monthly meetings featuring local and national presenters
3. Receive assistance from our members on your family research
4. Attend our free genealogy research clinics held twice per month ($10/session non-members)
5. Share our library of resources including books and CDs
6. Opportunity to serve as a volunteer, coach or member of Board of Directors

Membership
Annual membership runs from September 1 to August 31 each year. Individuals may purchase a
membership for $25, while institutions may purchase a membership for $30.
To join: WMGS Website, simply click on the PayPal button and follow the on-screen
directions. You do not need a PayPal account to use this PayPal feature.
Join by mail or in person at our monthly meeting: Click on the Western Massachusetts
Genealogical Society Application for Membership image to your right to view, save, and print
your application. Payments along with the form should be sent to us at the address listed below.
PO Box 418, West Springfield, MA 01090 www.WestMassGen.com
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Western Massachusetts Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 418
West Springfield, MA 01090

Meetings
We meet year-round on the first Wednesday of each month at the Agawam Senior Center,
located at 954 Main Street in Agawam, Massachusetts.

Research Clinics
Our genealogy research clinics are offered on the third and fourth Thursday of the month from
6:00 to 8:00 PM at the Agawam Senior Center. The cost of the computer class is $10 for nonmembers; free for members of the Western Massachusetts Genealogical Society.
We hope you will join us at our next meeting.
Return to Contents page

About Us
The Western Massachusetts Genealogical Society was founded in
Springfield, Hampden County, Massachusetts in 1972, and officially
incorporated on February 6, 1973. We are devoted to the research and
documentation of our family ancestry and history. We also assist others in
the pursuit of discovering their ancestry.
We meet year-round on the first Wednesday of each month from 6:00 to
8:00 PM at the Agawam Senior Center, located at 954 Main Street in Agawam, Massachusetts.
We welcome non-members and beginning genealogists. Please join us!
We currently have about 100 active members, approximately 80% living in the Western
Massachusetts area. The other 20% are residents of other states but with ancestry from
Massachusetts or New England.
We receive numerous inquiries each month via U.S. & e-mail from people looking for
information on area families. Our members are happy to volunteer to research these requests.
Fran Malone – President
Ann Royal – Newsletter Editor
Dave Robison – Vice President
Susan Leverson – Webmaster
Katy Krause – Treasurer
Jeanne Leblond – Surname Project Coordinator
Ann McDougal – Secretary
Carolea Hayden – Refreshment Coordinator
Hillary Schau – NERGC Delegate
Diane Ascioti – Founder
Susan Leverson, Katy Krause & Dee Pederson – Website Redesign Team
Return to Contents page
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Newsletter Deadlines
Please submit all information to be entered into the next newsletter by 15 December 2015.
We are looking for articles written by our members. Have you been to a repository that would
be cool? Have you been to where your ancestors lived? Have you tried a new gadget or
software? You do not have to write the article yourself. If you would like to do an interview
about a subject, that would be helpful as well. What are you interested in? Tell us.
Return to Contents page
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