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This letter was given to me by Mary Ann 
Fitzpatrick Messer after the first edition 
of this book was published. It had been 
passed down in the Frank Panther 
family in Iowa. It was written on 
February 8, 1913 from Donat Panther to 
his American relatives and appears to 
have been sent, along with the 
“Panthers in Germany” postcard to 
Louise Traub Klumpp. Louise was the 
sister of Amelia Traub Panther. It 
appears Louise then forwarded the 
letter to Frank and Frances Panther on 
May 8, 1913. The letter appears to talk 
about the photograph, saying a copy 
should be given to Ferdinand, one to 
Louise and one to each of Aloys’ and 
Monika’s three children because Aunt 
Amelia (Monica’s sister) would like it 
that way. Donat says the rest of Aloys’ 
children shouldn’t feel bad. He wishes 
they had enough for everyone. The 
letter says the people in the photo are 
Donat, his wife, Amelia, their maid and 
their youngest daughter, whom they call 
their “Black Panther” in the window. 


