Charlie Porter Scary Story  (by Everett Porter, s/o Jasper, s/o Alex, s/o AJP) 1979

Track 2  12:10 – 18.48

He (Jasper) wasn’t afraid of nothing.  I’ve been out with him at night.  He wasn’t afraid of anything, I don’t reckon.

J: He wasn’t?

E: No, you couldn’t scare him.  We come along, I was just a little boy, wasn’t very big.  And we come along at that Sheep Skin school I was telling you about where I went there.
There was a woods on both sides of the road and there was a graveyard on the right side as you went up through there from the school.  County road ran around that way.  And there was some graves in there.  It was a scary lookin place too, dark.  One night me (Everett)and him (Jasper) come along there and we got up there right in that darkest place right in there, the graveyard right over there.  Charlie (s/o Alex, s/o AJP), he was afraid to go through there.  Charlie Porter was, he was scared to death of that place.

    We got up there and we could see something white.  Pretty dark that night.  Moon shining just a little, out through that timber,________________.  Pretty dark, but you could see something white in there.  I didn’t know it was right in where Charlie had seen

some big, he thought it was foxfire. _______________  Him and dad came back the next morning.   He stayed all night with us that night,  Charlie did. Over on Sinkin.

   It was that same place where me and him come along there you know, and boy I was scared.  And he (Jasper) didn’t seem to be scared a bit.  I said “Daddy, there’s something out there.”  He said, “We’ll find out what it is.”  And he just kept a walkin right on up there, and there stood a big black horse, standing right across the road.  And walked right on up there and there was a man laying there with a white shirt on, drunk.  Laying there, and that horse standing there, across the road with that feller a laying there drunk.  Dad said, “It’s a man.”  Got right up over him and said, “He’s drunk, I guess, he’s not dead.”

He examined him or something and said, “He is still alive.”

J: So what did he do?

E: We just went on and left.  We never did know who it was.

J: Left him laying there huh?

E:  Man I wouldn’t have went up there and seen who it was.  I was just a boy, small.
   Now that is the same place there, Charlie was coming over, we lived over there on Sinkin…

Grace:  You want something to eat J.C.?, before you go to bed.

J: No.

E: Charlie was coming over there, that was dad’s brother you know.  He was coming over there to the house one night…

G: What time did you say you started this morning?

J: About 7:00.

E: …after dark, and we was up at the barn, me and him was.   That was above the house there.  Where the road come around the ridge and down over the hill.  We heard the horses feet, and boy they were flying around there.  Dad said, “Listen to that horses feet.”

And we stood there, we had a lantern.  We had been up to the barn feeding.  And dad said, “Listen to that horses feet.”  That horse is flying.  Man he was running around that ridge.  And when he got around to where he seen our light over there, a right smart little piece across the highway from where we was at you know. He screamed,( it was Charlie.)  “Stay there with that light,” he said.  Dad said, “That’s Charlie.”  Said there is something bad wrong over _________ somewhere.  He wouldn’t be running that horse like that.

And lord that horses feet came on around that ridge .  He had to come way around that ridge and down the road to where we lived.  And that horses feet, man, it was just a hitting that _____, it was flying.  He said, “He’s running that horse right down that hill!.”

We got out of the way, out of the road so he wouldn’t run over us.  He come right down that hill on that horse and the horse went trying to stop and he went right on over his head. (laugh) and hit the ground.  He just jumped up and took to the house, and left his horse, and dad grabbed his horse.  Hooked his horse up and we went on up to the house and Dad said, “What’s wrong.”  Man, he said, “I seen something back there!, at that graveyard.”  He said, “It had eyes, oh lord like you never seen!”  Dad said,”We’ll let’s go back and see what it was.”  He said, “Nooo, I wouldn’t go back there for nothing!  And he stayed all night.  He went to bed and stayed all night.  Dad went and put his horse up, he (Charlie) wouldn’t even get out.  Put his horse up and fed him.  He stayed all night, and the next morning, him and Dad , Dad went with him and he said, “We’ll find out what that______was.  Dad said it was an old skunk.  Other than it had foxfire on it.

J: What is foxfire?

E: Foxfire is something that shines in the night ya know.  In the dark you can see that foxfire.  It glistens.  He said it had foxfire on it, and that was all it was.  He had lost his hat. His hat had flew off just after he had left there.  He didn’t want anybody to get his hat. Dad said he hat was laying there in the road the next morning when they got down there the next morning..  They went on down there and Charlie said right over in there somewhere.  Dad said there was an old stump that had foxfire in it.  said he know’d that’s what it was. But I don’t know.

