1980 Interview with Don Porter (son of Bob Porter, son of Levi, son of Andrew J. Porter)  of Niles, Ohio  Track 2

JC:  I got a letter from Moody Nickles, Rebecca Nickles son (d/o John C. Porter, s/o Andrew J. Porter), he lives in Illinois.  A letter with pictures.  It showed all of them (John C. Porter family) out there in front of the house.  
Don:  Ya, I know where it is now.  But John owned that up there too, where Will lived.  I just took it that that was where he lived.  

JC:  Did you ever hear anything about the Porters living in Ohio?

Don:  No.  I asked Uncle Ed’s boy.  He said he never heard about them living over there.  George, he’s 70 some years old.  He said if they was in Ohio, he never know’d.  You know you was telling me that you thought Ed was born in Ohio.  He said, if he was born in Ohio, he didn’t know nothing about it.  

JC:  Well Ed didn’t know it either, because in the 1900 census, he said he was born in Kentucky.  In 1880, his parents said he was born in Ohio.  

Don:  I don’t know.

JC:  Maybe they were just traveling through or something.  You Dad’s Aunt Mary Dwelly, she has a daughter in law living that is 82 years old.  I talked to her, and she said that Mary Dwelly told her that the Porters lived in Ohio for a little while.  

Don:  Well they could have, but I never heard my dad say anything about that.  

JC:  Did your grandpa (Levi Porter) ever live in Robertson County, KY?

Don:  No, not that I know of.  

JC:  You know his dad (Andrew J. Porter) did?

Don:  He did?  I didn’t know that.  

JC:  Ya, Andrew Porter bought land in Carter County in 1867.  He sold his land in 1866.  For a few years in the 1870’s they moved to Robertson County.  That is Mt. Olivet, about 3 counties over.

Don:  I know where Mt. Olivet is.  I know where Robertson County is.  

JC:  While they lived there, that is where Alick Porter got married (my great-great grandpa).

Don:  It was?

JC:  Andrew’s daughter Mary married George Dwelly.  They stayed there when the Porters moved back (to Carter county).  

Don:  I’ve heard dad talk something about a Dwelly.  

JC:  I’ve got a picture here, it’s got Erma Lewis in it.   It is one Papaw (Everett Porter s/o Jasper, s/o Alex, s/o AJP) had.  It is one Arabelle gave them I guess.  The tall guy in back is George Dwelly.  I guess that is his car.  They came to visit I guess.  There is Aleck Porter, John, Kate, and Alick’s family.  
Arney:  That would be my great grandfather.

JC:  Ya.  That wouldn’t have been too long before he died.  I think Mary Dwelly was already dead by this time.  

Don:  You was telling about there being 5 boys and 6 girls.  I know’d about the boys, but I didn’t know they had any sisters, till you sent me that letter.  

JC:  Another sister, Elizabeth, she married a Hunt.  They were married in Virginia, and they moved to Allen County, KY.  They had a sister Sena, and she married Flem Brown.  I don’t know what happened to them.  I know who some of their family was.  I think she died back in the 1880’s.  He remarried.

Don:  I guess you know what country the porters came from don’t you?

JC:  No.

Don:  They came from England.  

JC:  They did?  Is that what your dad said?

Don:  No, but my brother, he lives down at Hillsboro, Ohio .  He was down at a little place called Vandrave? About 30 miles away, and there was a woman talking there you know.  They asked my brother, “What country did the Porters come from?”  He said he had never thought nothing about it.   He didn’t know where they come from.  So she sent to Washington and got the family tree.  They come from England.  I believe it was about 1600 and something.  They come 1620 or so.  Somewhere along in there.  Peter Porter was the first Porter that ever come over.   Said from now on, every generation of Porters has got a boy named Pete in it.  

My half brother Ercel, he worked down in South America for the government.  He told me Porter was an English name.  I didn’t think at that time about them coming from England.  But my brother sent and got the family tree, and they come from England.  

JC:  My Dad got that I think.  I remember Peter Porter.  We don’t know that he is our ancestor though.  Ours could have come later.
Don:  That’s right too.  

JC:  Some of them came from Scotland too.  I was talking to Sarah on the phone Jim’s daughter.  (d/o Jim, s/o Andrew J. Porter)  She said that she heard that her great grandpa Porter came from England.  But, Andrew Porter said that his parents were born in Virginia.  But I think he might have been illegitimate.  

Don:  Pete, my brother said he was in Arizona.  He met a porter down there.  He said he knew as soon as he seen him that he was a Porter by the way he looked you know.  He got done talking with him and found that he came from Virginia before he went to Arizona.  

JC:  Must have been some of our relatives?

Don:  Must have been.  

JC:  I don’t know any of our relatives in Virginia.

Don:  I don’t know either.  (5:10)

