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but it was the last independent commonwealth settled
from another independent commonwealth. It was
not however the last attempt at such settlement.
Soon after the foundation of Akragas, about 580 B.C,
a body of settlers from Knidos and Rhodes, under
the Knidian Pentathlos, strove to make a settlement
in the heart of the Pheenician territory, near Lilybaion
in the extreme west of Sicily. The new comers found
a war going on between the Greeks of Selinous and
the Elymians of Segesta :—we shall hear of several
more such wars. The men of Segesta had Pheenician
allies, while the new comers, Greeks and Dorians,
naturally gave help to the men of Selinous, also Greeks
and Dorians. But the Greeks were defeated, and
Pentathlos was killed. His followers then sailed away
round the north-west corner of Sicily to the isles of
Aiolos ; there they planted a colony on the largest of
them, the isle of Lipara, which has ever since been an
inhabited town. The new city of Lipara looked to
Knidos as its metropolis, and reverenced the dead
Pentathlos as its founder.

Thus the islands which lay between Sicily and
southern Italy, two great lands of Greek settlement,
themselves became Greck. The islands at the ex-
treme west of Sicily, Aigousa and its fellows, naturally
followed the fortunes of the neighbouring mainland,
and the islands between Sicily and Africa were not
touched by Greek settlement at any time. A time
of nearly a hundred years now follows, which, as far
as the Greek settlements were concerned, was a time
of comparative peace and advance. We cannot say
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that there were no wars, either between Greeks and
Greeks or between Greeks and Pheenicians ; but there
is much less war than usual for so long a time. In
the course of the sixth century B.C. the independent
Pheenician cities of Sicily began to come under the
power of their great sister-colony Carthage, Soon
after that time begins the first great war of any
Sicilian Greeks with Carthage, the first time when
Syracuse stood forth in her great calling as the
champion of Europe against Africa. But during the
greater part of the sixth century Pheenicians and
Greeks in Sicily meddled but little with one another.
The Pheenicians kept their own corner ; the Greeks
strengthened their hold on the parts which they had
won, and extended their borders against neighbour-
ing Sikans and Sikels. But Syracuse alone, in her
south-western corner, held any considerable inland
territory. By the time the great strife came, Syracuse,
though not holding the same dominion over the other
Grecek cities as Carthage did over the other Pheenician
cities, was as clearly the first among them. We must
now go on to tell what little we know of the internal
affairs of the Greck cities while this work of settle-
ment was going on, and also what we know of the
general affairs of the island from the completion of
Greek settlement till the great war with Carthage.
That will be, roughly, the history of the sixth century,
B.C.



