FOUNDATION OF MEGARA. 47

a share in the newly-founded Chalkidian settlement
of Leontinoi. Theoklés, so the story goes, had
planted his colony by agreement with the Sikels,
and Greeks and Sikels lived together in Leontinoi
as fellow-townsmen. Now no Greek held that he
owed any duty to a barbarian, unless he was bound
by special agreement, and both towards Greecks and
barbarians an agreement was often kept in the letter
and broken in the spirit. Theoklés told the Mega-
rians that he and his Chalkidians could do no harm
to the Sikels, because they were bound by a pro-
mise, but that the Megarians were not so bound, and
that they might do what they chose. So the Mega-
rians drove out the Sikels, and dwelled in Leontinoi
along with the Chalkidians. Presently Theoklés
began to devise another trick against the Megarians.
The Chalkidians, when warring with the Sikels, had
vowed an armed procession to the Twelve Gods. It
was now time to fulfil the vow ; but the Megarians
had no right in it. The Chalkidians went through
their ceremony, and then a herald proclaimed that
every Megarian must leave the town before sunset.
The unarmed Megarians could not stand against the
armed Chalkidians ; so they set forth to seek a third
home, while the Chalkidians kept Leontinoi to them-
selves, without either Sikels or Megarians. Then the
Megarians tried a winter on Thapsos, where Lamis
died. Lastly they settled on a point of the bay
between Thapsos and Xiphonia, near the greater
Hybla. As is not very uncommon in such stories,
they are said to have been helped by a Sikel prince
who betrayed his own people. His name is Hyblén,
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called after his town, as we shall find some other
men., The wanderers at last founded a town on the
coast, which they called after their metropolis,
Megara, in which Hybla was pretty well swallowed
up. Megara is no longer an existing town, but con-
siderable remains may be seen.

According to our dates, Greek settlement in Sicily
must have stopped for about forty years after the
foundation of Megara, and it is certain that for a
while Italy rather than Sicily was chosen as the land
to be settled. But one famous city seems to have
been founded not long after Megara. This is Zankle,
afterwards called Messana, which still keeps its later
name in the form of Messina. It seems to have been
first settled in an irregular way by pirates from Kymé.
This would not give their town the rights of a re-
gular Greek colony ; but it was afterwards founded
again in a more orderly way from Kymé and Chalkis,
with a founder from each. It was a wonderful site,
on the strait at the foot of the hills, with a noble
harbour, fenced in by a narrow strip of land in front
of it. Zanklé, or rather Danklon, is said to have
meant a reaping-hook in the Sikel tongue ; hence the
name. The settlers at Zanklé presently turned the
north-east corner of Sicily, and made themselves an
outpost on the northern coast. This was on the
peninsula of Mylai or Milazzo, which one legend
called the grazing-place of the oxen of the sun in
the time of Odysseus. Zanklé or Messana has always
been a prosperous city, but in Greek times it never
held at all a foremost place among the cities of
Sicily.
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The foundation of Zanklé completed the Greek
possession of the eastern coast of Sicily. By far the
greater part of that coast was now occupied by Greek
settlements ; but, unless we count the Zanklaian out-
post at Mylai, no Grecks had as yet attempted to
occupy either the northern or the southern coasts.
About B.C. 689 Greek settlers began to occupy the
southern coast also. These were Dorians from the
island of Rhodes, with some companions from Crete,
and some perhaps from other islands. The new
colony was planted near the march of the Sikans and
Sikels, on a row of low hills between the sea and a
rich plain fenced in by mountains. It was close by
the river Gelas, so called in the Sikel tongue from
the coldness of its waters, which shows how near
the Sikel tongue was to the Latin ge/u and gelidus.
The new settlers first occupied a point of the hill,
which they called Lindioi, after one of the Rhodian
towns ; as the new city grew, Lindioi became the
akropolis of Gela, so called from the cold river,
Gela became a famous city, but it has neither wholly
perished like Naxos nor yet has it lived on like
Messina. It was destroyed after a life of several
centuries ; and after many more centuries, the pre-
sent town of Terranova was built on part of its site.

There is little doubt that the foundation of Gela,
the first Greek town on the south coast of Sicily,
stirred up Syracuse to enlarge her borders. No town
was so well suited as Syracuse to be at once a land
and a sea power. Her object was to occupy the
whole south-eastern corner, and to have a sea-board
on the southern coast as well as the eastern. To
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this end she worked stcadily but slowly, advancing
both inland and along the coast. She had outposts
at Heléron on her own coast and at Neaiton or
Netum inland. Netum is Aofo; but the present
town is nearer the sea. Next Syracuse struck
further inland, clearly aiming at the south coast.
_ In 664 she occupied inland Akrai, now Palazzuolo,
a hill full of Sikel tombs. In 644 she went on to
Kasmenai, now Spaccaforno, on a hill some way
inland, but looking down on the southern sea.
Lastly in 599 she planted Kamarina on the southern
sca. Syracuse now held the whole south-eastern
corner of Sicily, with a long sea-board round the
corner and an unusually large inland territory to
enable her to hold the sea on both coasts.

What followed was as instructive as the relations
between Corinth and Korkyra. All these Syracusan
towns were doubtless meant to be, not separate
commonwealths, but outposts of Syracuse, held by
Syracusan citizens. At this time none of them coined
money. And we hear of no disputes between Syra-
cuse and any of them, except one. Kamarina was well
suited to be a separate city and it sought for inde-
pendence. A war followed, in which each side found
allies, Greek and Sikel. In B.C. 553 the men of
Kamarina were defeated, and their town was swept
from the earth by its offended metropolis.

Meanwhile there was no Greek settlement on the
north coast westward of the Zanklai outpost at Mylai.
But presently, about 648 B.C. Zanklé went on to found
a real colony much farther to the west, namely
Himera, long the only Greek city on the north



