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the sea, and which stretches inland till it ends in a
point. It thus looks down on the Great Harbour
and on another bay to the north, with another
peninsula, Xiphonia, stretching south to match
Ortygia, and another small and low peninsula,
‘Thapsos, in the middle of the bay thus formed. On
the south there is a piece of low ground between
the island and the hill. And there is a wide stretch
of low and swampy ground between the Great
Harbour to the east, the Syracusan hill to the north
and the higher inland hills to the west and south.
Through this low ground runs the river Anapos
‘and its tributary Kyana, of which we have heard in
‘a legend. The topography of Syracuse is of the
greatest importance for its history.
When the Corinthian settlers came, the Island and
the whole land were held by Sikels; but it is quite
possible that Pheenicians had a factory for trade.
The first Greek town arose on the Island. Syracuse
grew by spreading on to the mainland and climbing
up the hill. But it would seem that the settlers had,
from the beginning or from a very early time, more
than one outpost on the mainland to defend the land
which they occupied. They had one post called
Achradina on the east end of the hill overlooking the
sea, and another called Polickna—we might say in
Enghsh Litileton—on a small hill in the low ground
just west of the Great Harbour. Here arose the
Olympieion, the famous temple of Olympian Zeus.
And there was most likely another outpost on the
south side of the hill, where was a temple of Apollén,
;iralled Temenités. Each of thes¢ outposts protected
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one of the chief roads leading to Syracuse. Achra-
dina and Temenités were afterwards taken into the
city, but Polichna never was. From the time of
Archias till now, Syracuse has always been an in-
habited city ; but for ages past it has shrunk up
again within its first bounds on the Island. No part
of the hill is at all thickly inhabited. From the Island
the Sikels were of course driven out, and in so much
land as the Greeks gradually took to divide among
themselves, they were brought down to the state of
villainage. The origin of the name Syracuse (Syra-
kousai in various spellings) is not clear. It never
was the name of the Island as such ; it was the name
of the city on the Island, and spread as the city grew.

By the foundation of Syracuse Dorian Grecks had
occupied the best position on the east coast of Sicily.
This seems to have stirred up the Ionians of Naxos—
they are commonly called Chalkidians, from their
metropolis Chalkis—to found two new cities be-
tween Naxos and Syracuse. This was in B.C.
729. Theoklés himself founded Leontinoi, the
only Greek city in Sicily on an inland site.
But it was placed on a point needful to hold, as
commanding the way from the inland hills to the
plain of Leontinoi, the largest and most fruitful in the
island. The town lay in a valley between two hills, with
two akropoleis ; it still lives on and keeps its name
as Lentini. The other Chalkidian settlement at this
time was Katané, Catina, Catania, founded on a site
close by the sea, but not actually in it, like Naxos
and Syracuse. This town has been destroyed many
times by earthquakes and by the lava of Atna, but it
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has been rebuilt as often as it has been destroyed,
and it is now a far greater town than Syracuse.
The working of the lava has given rise to both
pagan and Christian legends. The tale went that
at the first eruption after the foundation of Katané,
the lava parted to spare the Pious Brethren, Amphi-
nomos and Anapios, who were carrying off their
parents on their shoulders. This became a very
favourite story, and the brethren are often seen on
the coins of Katané, Of two other Chalkidian towns,
Euboia—so called from the island where Chalkis
stands—and Kallipolis, the sites are unknown ; they
must have been somewhere to the north of Naxos.
Almost at the same time that the Chalkidians were
thus advancing in Sicily itself, there came a new Dorian
settlement from Old Greece. This was from Megara,
which, like Corinth, is a city on the isthmus with two
havens, and was then one of the chief sea-faring and
colonizing cities of Greece. In B.C. 726 the Megarian
settlers, under their founder Lamis, set forth to seek
a home on that part of the east coast of Sicily which
lay between Syracuse and the Chalkidian towns.
There they met with some strange adventures.
It is remarkable that they seem never to have
tried to settle on the péninsula of Xiphonia, a site
which seems the best -after Ortygia, and where now
is the town of Augusta. First, they tried to settle
a little to the north of Xiphonia, at a place called
Trotilon, where the river Pantakyas, Pantagias, or
Porcari, runs into the sea with a wide mouth, hardly
a mile or two from the place where it is a tumbling
brook in the meadows. Thence they moved to take



