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HUNGARIAN BACKGROUND: WHO mm.fmm. AND WHY

The Hungarians or Magyars were originally a
nonadic people who migrated east from the Uml
Mountains and finally settled in the Carpathian
Basin, which became known as Greater (or Historie)
Hurgary, avound 900 A.D. Thereaftsr thesa people
becans the doninant political force In a reglon
popilated by mumerous ethnic groups. In the year
1000 Hungary's first King, Stephen, uas crowned by
the Fope, an act which linked Hungary with Western
Christianity and civilisation, Throughout thelr
history the Magvars have viewed their nation as
an cutpost of that civilisation, keaping Enstern
hordes out of Western Burope--from the Mongols,
to the Turks, to this century's Soviet Ammy,

By the elghteenth century all of the lands
of Greater Hungary had become art of the Hapeburg
Enpire. Lajos Kossuth attempted to restore Hungar-
ian independence im 1848, but his offort falled
after the Austrian Emnperor obtained Russian aid,

‘Supporters of Kossuth were among the first Hurgar-
ian imsigrents to the United States, and some of
his former troops fought for the Unlon in the
Civil War, BPBut none of these immigrants seitled
in South Berd,

In 1867 Hurgary became Austria's partner in
the Dual Monarchy, under which the two countries
shared a common monarch and forelgn policy, while
internal affairs were the responsibility of two
irdependent parliaments. Successive Hungarian
goverrments, dominated by the Magyar arlstocracy,
wore not attentive to soclal; economle or ethnic
problems, Nor were they especially popular, For
ordinary people elective county govermments were
more important than the parliament, because they
Wers moré responsive to local interecsts. It
was durlng this perlod of the Dual Monarchy,
which lasted until 19158, that immigrants from
Hungary began to arrive in South Bend,

Both Hungary and Austria entered World War I
allied with the Central Fowers. MHinority groups




satellite, eventually declaring war on the United
States as well as the other Allies., In the spring
of 1944, under General Setojay, the deportation of
most of Hungary's Jews to Auschwltz began, By Oct-
ober Hungary was a battleground, with the Nazls
controlling the govermment and the Soviet Army ad-
vancing from the East,

About seventy DMsplaced Persons from Hungary
cane to South Bend at the war's end., Most had been
alther army officers or highly-placed civil servants
in the wartime regime, Some were Hungarian Jews,

By 1947, after disregarding the free election
results of 1945, the communists had become the real
rulers of Hungary, Under the Farty's leader Hakosi
a elngle-party government was established, the Church
was persecuted, and industry and agriculture were
collectivized, Rakosl patterned his regime on that
of Stalin, bullding around himself a cult of per-
sonallty and running the country by foree and terror.
Dissenters to thls regime were arrested and held
without trlal, After Stalin's death in 1953 came
a periocd of comparatlve relaxation led by premier
Inre Nagy., When Hoscow ordered Nagy replaced by
Rakeosl early in 1955, the Hungarian pecple organized
demcnstrations agalnst such external control, A year
later demonstrations had become armed rebellion, To
bring thinge back under Soviet control Russian forces
attacked Budapest and other cities in November, 1956,

For about one week during the revolutlon Hungary's

communiet goverrment permltted anyone who wanted to
leave the country to do so. As & result, about

300 refugees eventually reached South Bend. At
first, when it appeared that the Preedom Fighters
might be successful, some of those who left Hungary
were Communiets, (About flve or six Ilmmigrant fam-
ilies in South Bend were deported by the F.B.I. for
their Communist ties.) Others who left Hungary were
dissatisfied with the govermment's economic policies
and decided instead to live under a system of free
enterorize, The actual Freedom Fighters were the
last to leave the country,
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Most of Greater Hungary (the State's territory
before the peace settlement of 1919) tonslsted of
the fertile Danube River basin, Agriculture has
always been the mainstay of the country's economy.
For centurles Hungary has produced wheat and other
grains, frult, grapes for wine, and livestock. But
most of Hungary's land has been controlled for the
same span of time by the titled aristocracy and
other small but powerful classes--eccleslasties,
industrialists, bankers,

The majority of those who left Hungary around
the turn of the century were farmers or cottage
industry workers., They regarded emligratlon as thelr
only chance for advancement, Those who came to
South Bend were mostly tenant farmers., In return
for eultivating his landowner's property, each
tenant recelved a small plot of land for himself
and perhaps one plg a year. Large families were
wanted to help the father wlth his work, but when
these boys grew up there was no additional land
for them to settle on. Even those who could save
money could find ne land 4o purchase, If these
young men were apprenticed, they were 1ikely to
remain apprentiees all of thelr working lives,

It iz not surprising that only a small nunber
of early Immigrants belonged to the middle classes
or were teachers., For most Hungarians social mobili-
ty wae extremely limlited. Western Hungarians ordi-
rarily reccived only four years of compulsory edu-
eation, while Bastern Hungarians sometimes re=
c:;wg ﬁﬂs:ﬁc:-; none, BSons of tenant farmers re-

e fe na armers, or apprentices. Y HWomen
might "finlsh" their education by Hurkin;;l:gsa:-
vants in the households of wealthier pecple or, if
thelr families lived near a border or a different
nationality group, by going to another reglon where
they could learn another language. But there were
not many opportunities for them to capltalize on such
skills,

The Hungarian immigrants who came to South Bend
after World War IT came out of a more urban, more
industirial society. Hungary's business and profess-
ional classes were somewhat larger than they had been,
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within Hungary=-Serbs, Crmatlans and Czechs, among
others=-opposed the war and used it as an opportun=
ity to obtain their independence from the Magyars.
In the Treaty of Trianon, signed in 1919, Hungary
was forced to give up 72% of 1ts territory and

6% of its population to the Successor States of
the Dual Monarchy, which ineluded Austria, Czecho-
elovakia, Poland, Yugoslavia, and Rumania, Mean-
while, in an effort to obtain more faverable peace
tems Mihaly Karolyl had declared Hungary a Repub-
lie. In the end=pr-war chaos, however, control

of the govermment passed to communists inspired by
the Soviet exanple of 1917, For flve months in
1919 Bela Kun ran Hungary, until the counterrevolu=
tionary Hational Army led by Admiral Miklos Horthy
forced hin to fles., To agalnst his return in
1920, Hungary's parlisment elected Horthy Regent
and then supported his severs measures against
those who were suepected of having backed Kun,

Although the number of Hungarian immigrante
arriving in the United States after World War I
wag supposedly very small, because of immigration
quetas which worked to the disadvantage of Eastern
Europeans, 1n setuslity many Hungarians came to
South Bend immediately after the war. Some had in=-
tended to joln other relatives here earlier and
were caught by the war, Others were politically
actlive workers who found the Regency of Mlkloe
Horthy not to their liking, Some were Magyars
whose county or town had been assigned to another
country by the Treaty of Trlanon, They refused
1o become citizens of Austria or any of the other
successor states, because in nons of them did they
belong to the dominant nationallity.

The Regency 1n Hungary was a perlod of reaction
and an attempt to return to traditional political
and social institutlona. About the only conces-
sion to change was a modest land-reform program,
During the 1930"s the world depression led the
govermment to protect ltself by endorsing the
nationalienm and anti-Semitism propounded by Hazl
Germany, Durlng World War II Hungary became a Nazl
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but there was still very little social mobility, En-
trance to any profession or trade was by government
license, an arrangement which limited the number of
people going into any cccupatlon. As a reault it

was 1ikely that, 1f a man was a newspaperman, his
father had probably run a newspapers LI he was in
the leather business, his father and grandfather

had probebly been in the sane trade. There seemed
to be a reverse social nobility in Hungary under the
communists during the 1540's and 50's, however, Feo-
ple who had formerly been comfortably well off now
found that their btusinesses had been natlonallzed,
or that thelr pmofessions suddenly had no place for
then, BSuch plitical-economic dlscrimination en-
couraged emigration of a different soclal class

from that which had left Hungary earller.

The most educated group of Hungarians to come
to South Bend were the displaced parsons of World
War II. Most had recelved a university degree or
at least a high level of techniecal education. Their
nmmbers included diplomats,; lawyers, teachers, en-
gineers, judges, and newspaper publishers., Their
1955 successors tended to be as urban and as well
educated, but younger,

LIFE IF SOUTH EEND

Most of the ancestors of the people interviewed
for this study came from Western Hungary, specifi-
cally from Sopron, GySr, and Mont Counties, Others
lieted thelr places of origin as Devecser, Vessz-
prdny County: Kapovar; Hegykl; GHrSkblcse, Torontal
County; Budapsst, Vas County; Hosed Szd, GHBmBr Coun-
ty: Sdrospatak; Faliy Zala Seentiving and Ada.

Hany of these earl been farmers,
Othe ed at glasshlowing, metal woxk, car-

pentry, talloring, blacksnithing, cabinetmeking or
woodearving, baking, and lockemithing., South Bend's
Oliver Farm Machinery Company used to send agents

to Sopron County to tell people that American fac-
tories needed workers. In response, groups of temant
farmers and craftsmen came to South Bend in search
of an opportunity to earn a better llving. Although
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some entire familles came, more frequently a father
would come first, to establish himself, Whon bhe had
saved anough money for thelr passage, his wife and
children would follow. Once a small community of
Hungarians had bean established in South Bend,
friends and relatives of the original iImmlgmants
cang to the same place, lured by tales of the good
1ife and economle opportunity. Later, after the
turn of the century, young pecple would come here
to seek adventure as well as opportunity., Steam-
ghip lines moved thelr agents further and further
east into Europe, encouraging emigration ln order
to sell passagos,

Thoere were no restrictions on immipermtion into
the United States prior to World War I, Instead 1t
was encouraged, because expanding industries needed
immigrant laber, By 1921 however, a gquoia sysien
had beer established, which limited the mumber of
anndal imsigrants of any matlionmality to ¥ of the
mmbor of such people already residing in the atatas,
Nevertheless, many Hungarians arrived in South Bend
in the years alter the War. Some of these actually
belenged to the earller group of immigranta, For
axanple, some wives and families of men who had
comé herv earller had been caught in Hungary in
1914, Other immlgrants had actually been born in
the Unlted States and then taken back to Hungary hy
thelr parents, MNost of the Hungarians who ocame
to South Bend after World VWar I actually arrived as
cltigens of some other country wheose frontiers had
been extonded at Hungary's expense by the Treaty of
Trianon, Thoso enigrating from what had been Weat-
ern Hungary arrived as Auslrlans, aceidental citl-
gens of a state which was entitled to send rela-
tively large nuabers of residents to America by the
law of 1921,

All of these early immigranis came to South
Berd in search of eaployment, Hany stayed with one
local company, usually the first to hire theam, for
thelir whole working lives. Fathers and sona often
worked for the same fim. Industries eaploylng
large numbers of immlgrant Hungarian workers in-
cluded the Oliver Farm Implement Company, the Slinger
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Sewlng Machine Coafany, the Ullsor Shirt factory,
the 0"Brien Corpomation, and Studebaket Corporaticon,
At Oliver, the first factory %o employ Hungarians,
men worked as laberers, doing such heavy work as
"hanging plews™ and such dangerous tasks as grind-
ing, Wemen worked as molders, shaping molds for
pflow parts with sand, The Singer Company employed
many skilled eraftsmen, such as cablneimakers,
cabinet finishere, weodearvers, and decoratlve iron-
workers, to noke thelr ornate sewing machines, At
the Wilson Shirt factory Hungarian men did heavier
jobs such as etean pressing, and women sewed. From
1894 the Studebaker plant employed Hungarian work-
men in nany capacitles, for untrained labor or
assenbly line work, but alse for such skilled labor
as designing, drafting, layout, mitern making and
netal finishing, Yemon, especially dausghters of
immigrants, later worked in the plant's offices.
Some Hungarians at Studebaker worked their way up
to the rank of englneer: Frank liemeth, Chief Body
Engineer; Joe Bokon, Assistant Body Engireer; Tony
Braszo, Chief Chassis Engineer, and Joe Huszvar,
Chief Trim Engineer. o

Deacriptions of what factory life in Seuth Bend
was like vaxry, Dr., Andrew Petrass, one of the few
educated early ilmmigrants, sho worlted in South Bend's
factories before golng on to medical schocl, de-
scribed hiz experience ir these werds: "to drop
from the scientific milicu of o Buropean Gymnasium
to Upton Sinclair's industirlal jungle was hard,"™
Most early immigrants, however, found life here no
harder than the cne they had known in Hunmary as
temant faymers or apprentices. In South Bend they
had the added advantage of belng able to save thelr
wages (vhich varied from $.,12% %o $.25 per hour) to
buy homes, property, or possessions, For the most
mart, young men and women seemed to have enjoyed
working with their friends in these factories, hard
as the work might have been., When interviewed years
later, this group of people clearly felt that their
work had been appreciated, and that they had made
an important contributlon to the factories' produc-




tion,

Working wives were common among South Bend's
early Hungarian population. While men worked in
factories, women often turned thelr newly acquired
homes into boarding houses, While malsing many
t.‘.lﬂ.'ldnn, they also provided rooms and meals for

the large mmbers of single Hungarian men in the
community. Often married women would invite single
female relatives to come to South Bend to help them
run thelr boarding houseos. As a result of both
thelr extended families and thelr many roomers,
these early lmmigrants often lived under very crowded
conditlons. Dr. Androw Petrass, physlelan to the
early Hungarian comnunity in South Bend tells about
oneé hard-working wonan who was soon expecting an
additlion to an already large fanlly. When labor
palns began, she walked to nearby Studebaker Woodsa
to glve blrth, for thero was no privacy 1n her
home, Then she wrapped the baby in her apron,
walked back home, and cooked supper for her board-
ers before golng to bed. Other Hungarlan women
worked as domestics on South Berd's more affluent
east side, where the Kungarians were known as "hand
workers and very clean people.® Or, they worked in
factorles and factory offices,.

Those early immigrants who had been tepant
farmers and craftsmen belonged to roughly the sane
soclal class in America as they had in Hungary-—
the lower working clase., The only difference was
that here they or their children could antlcimte
upsard mobility. Those who came from rural environ-
ments had to adjust to town 1life, as South Bend was
a slzable clty even at the tum of the century.
But the Hungarian peasant did not know the same
kind of isslation as the American fawmer, He lived
in & village and went from there out to the flelds

a day. South Bend's Hungarians tried to recreate
the envirorment they had known, They lived
weat of M Street, congregating around Chapin
treet, + Kendall Street, Ford Street,

“and mnfuﬂlr extending southward to Miler Towm,
as ﬂ-ﬁtﬂmmmﬂhiﬂnlwm nmuuﬁcalled.

e e

Chapln WES EOQ und and

t it was o " Her-
chants who were Hungarian or a spoke Hungar—
ian had thelr stores in this area, and women who
knew only Hurngarian would ¢ften walk great dlstances
to do thelr shoppling here.

Most of the community's large factories were
in or near this part of town. Botween the factoriss
woere neat rouws of workers' homes. In 1911 a suc-
coasful working man could purchase a home for under
$2,000, It would be heated by a ocoal stove in the
dining room and a cook stove in the kitchen, Water
came into the house from a punp cutside, A ™ichi-
gan callar” stored food. Although in Hungarxy he had
lived in the open countryside, the tenant famer
owned little land. Thus, when he moved to South
Bend, his small house and yard seomed anple space
in which to cultivate a garden and perhaps ralse a
plgs He continued making his own wine, sauverioraut
and sausage, just as he had in the old country,
Also, since the west side of town was near open
countryaide, these immigrants found it easy to rent
a grove or field and continue thelr traditicnal out-
door plenics and festivals,

Initial language difficulties caused the ear-
1liest Hungarian immigrants to cluster together in
Hungarian neighborhoods. Few of theam knew ary Erg-
1lish at all when they arrived, They spoke what they
called "™Magyar," a Finno-Ugric language which is
unrelated to the Indo-Buropean languages of Western
Burope. Its closest affinity is with Finnish,
Thess immigrants associated tholr langusge with the
Magyar people’s superlority to the other ethnic
groupa of Greater Hungary.

On the other hand; because of Hungary's
asscclatlion with Austria, which had mlmimtu?ﬁ
the Dual Monarchy, most lmmigrants knew some German,
and those with any higher educatlon knew German
vory well, BSince most of South Bend's [flrst Hungar-
ians had come from Hungary's western border reglons,
they had usually heard or ewgn learned still another
language, perhaps Croatian or Bohemlan, Such ex-

—
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meriences nay have left these lmmlgrants more amen-
able than some others to the acquisition of an ad-
daticnal language, English.

Yungarian immigrants learnsd Engllsh at classes
held at the YHOA, at workers' organizations, and at
school night classes, Those few who had recelved
more than a primary education often found such
classes too simple for their needs and rreferred to
study Tnglish on thelr own, Usually only the women,
the immlgrant wives with large families, fourd 1t
hard to learn English, because of their lack of both
soclal contacts and spare time, On the cther hand,
50 many South Bend residents spoke Hungarlan that
even the downtown stores tried, as recently as the
1950"s, to eaploy at least some Hungarian-speaklng
alerks, These persons would then advertise thelr
language skills in the Hungarian neWspaper.

During the first half of this eentury South
Bend's Hungarian communliy had an Hungarlan lang-
uage newspaper to serve its needs. The paper may
have had its start as long ago as 1895, ir & print-
ing establiszhment on St. Joserh Sireet, Dr, Oscar
Van Barandy, the first Hungarlan physieclan in South
Bend, 1s supposed to have owned an Hungarlan news-
paper in 1901, 3ut the generally accepted date for
South Bend's Tirst Hungarian press is 1906, when
Juliss Pesti and Zoltan Tarr began to publish the
South Bend Ujeag {Yews). The Ujsag stopped publica-
tion a year later, but it reappeared shortly after-
wards under the name Igazsag (Truth). Igazsag was
financed by Andrew Piczkanits, who retalned Festl
and Tarr as editore. This paper lasted for one and
one-half years. In 1911 the Hungarlan press was
renewed iunder Frank Lassu as the South Bend Tudesito
(Informer), The Reverend Bela Bertok of the Evan-
gelical Reformed Church edited Tudoeito until 1915,
when 1% was taken over by Catholic clergy and Father
Lawrence Horvath became editor. In 1918 L. H.
Kovach and the Gerachofer brothers cwned the paper.
From 1920 until he died in 1938 Vendel Hajdu owned
and edited the Varosi Elet (City Life)., Bugene
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Fataky took over this paper in 1932 and published it
until his death in 1952, After that, publication of
a loeal Hungarlan language newspaper ceased,

The Yarosi Elet;, or Varols Elet as it waz some-
times called, appeared weekly. It contalined a sum-
mary of recent news and ineluded articles about
notable Hungarians from all over the world, There
were church annguncements, notices of organization
meotings, and funeral announcements, - But the great-
est proportion of space in the newspaper wWas de-
voted to advertlsements and classified notices,

flustered around "Little Budapest," South
Bend's early Hungarlan immigrants formed thelr own
churches, sick benefit socletles, workers® assocla-
tions, businesemen's organizations, politicel or-
ganizations, and soclal or cultural clubs, Many of
these so-called ethnle organizations had a very
short 1ifetime, although a few still exist today.
At least half of the early Hungarian community as=-
ginilated out of 1t wlithin one generation: Az a
result 1tz descendents, while proud of their herl-
tage, actually know very little about it or the in-
stitutlons assoclated with it. Deaplte thelr rela-
tively short lifespan; however, these ethnic or—
ganizations performed a valuable cohesive functlon
for Hungarian immigrants while they existed,

Sick benefit socleties were a traditional form
of social organization for Hungarian as well as
some other groups 1n South Bend., They were basically
small insurance conpanies which also served as social
clubs for their members. At the turn of the century
inmigrant laborers, most of whom worked in physically
denanding and dangerous jobs, could not obtain in-
surance from any major insurer, Many of the Hungar-
lanz at Oliver, for example, were employed as Erind=
ers, smoothing off plowshares against grindstones,
Most grindera eventually died of s1licone seclerosis,
By banding together in their benefit gocleties,
South Bend's Hungarians attempted to take the risks
of such illnesses upon themselves. Besides paying
small sickness and death benefits, these societies
sponsored dances, dinners, and other recreational
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events, They usually had thelr own meetling rooms
or tulldings,

One sick benefit scclety was called the Szleo-
senyl, Another was the Munkas Otthon, or Workers'
Home, which served as the soclal and organizatioral
headquarters for the radical (some said Communist)
Hungarian laborers who had left Hungary in 1515,
when Bela Kun's govermmant ccllapsed. Thls group
firat met in the Washington Hotel on Scott and
South Streets and later had 1ta own building, called
Hoffer's Hall, in the 1200 block of Colfax Avenue.
The Hungarian Reformed Federation of Amerlcans was
a soclety which centered arcund the Hungarlan Fres-—
byterian Church and which survives today as an 1ln-
surance company. The largest slck benefli soclety
was the Verhovay Fraternal Organizatlon, which began
as an amalgamation of several smaller sick bensflit
amsooiations in 1909, This group conducted 1ts
business and social activities at the Kossuth Hall
at B20 W, Inrdisns Averme, In 1955 menbers changed
their rame to the William Penn Fraternal Assocla-
tion., This sti111 functlons as an ingurance company
and ag a center for Hungarian soclal 1llfe 1n this
community.

An Hungarian Businessmen's Assoclatlon, con-
eisting of Magyar businessmen from various Hungar-
ian neighborhoods, was active during the 1920's,
Eventuglly 1t evolved into the non-ethnie Rum Village
Businegsnen's Association, which is still active

Perhaps the most important soclal center for
the Hungarian immigrants in Seuth Bend was the
Magyar Haz (Hungarisn Hall) on Chapin Street, It
was built in 1910 by the Hungarian immigrants them-=
gelves and functioned as an ethnie community center
until 1930, when the building began to be used for
other purposes, The Nagyar Has had three levelsg-==
the offices of several sick benefit socletles and
clubs on the top floor; a basketball court, stage
and avditorium on the maln floor, and bowling alleys
and a btar on the lowest level, One of the groups
operating out of the Magyar Has was the Magyar Ath-
letic Club, called the Atlantic Club, It consisted
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of a group of young men who played baskethall and
sometimes football together, Another was the Muked-
velo, a drama group which put on Hungaridn plays
several times a year. Both men and women over the
age of 18 could become members, A third greup, the
Glee Tlub, had rotating volunteer leaders, In ad-

"dition to entertalnments put on by local Hungarlans,

the Magyar Haz stage was also used by professional

entertainers, who often billed themselves
as Bypsy musiclans or singers. They would come over
from Europe to perform in Hungarian communities
within American cliles.

South Band's Hungarians establlshed several
churches, most of which stlll exlst, although with-
out their ethnlc label., By 1893 the sarliest ar-
rivals had established S5t. Stephen's Roman Catheolic
Soclety, a church which became a Natlonal Hungarian
Oatholic Farlsh in 1900, Ten years later, on Thomas
Street, the congregatlon erected a beautiful Roman-
esque church wlth stalned glass windows which are
conaidered outstanding to thils day. A full con-
gregational 1ife developed, wlth several masses each
Sunday in Hungarlan, soclal crganizations, and a
choir, In 1901 the parish establlshed a large
achool, the earliest Hungarlan parochial school in
the Unlted States, ;

In 1911 a controversy developed over the priest’s
handling of funds for the new church btullding. Far-
i1sh trustees decided to retaln ownershlp of the
building which thelr donations had constructed in-
stead of giving title to the Bishop, 8t. Stathen's
marishioners chose up sldes 1n the dispute, and
after some very heated arguments about one hundred
fanilies left the church,  Inltially these dissidents
formed a Natlonal Cathollc Church under the leader-
ship of Father Kubinyl, who was an Hungarian aristo-
crats When the group ran out of money 1t split
apart, Some families organized the Sacred Heart
Independent Church. This eventually became the
Inmareel United Methodist Chureh, which is now lo-
cated on Ewlng Street. After petitioning to join
the Episcopalian- church, the remaining families
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founded the Hungarian Eplscopalian Church oh West
Colfax, whlch later relocated as Holy Trinity
Eplscopalian Church at 915 N. Olive,
~——A group of Protestant Hungarlans, Calvinists
and Lutherans, first held services in pecples’
homes, and then (in 1904) in the basement of the
First Presbyterian Church, until they could afford
to build their own on West Washington, This becane
known as the South Bend Magyar Evangelical Reformed
Church, In 1921 the congregation built a large edi-
face on Fortage Avenue and changed its name to
Memorial Presbyterian,
By 1916 a large community of Hungarians had
developad on the south edge of town, known as
Miler town, around Indlana Avenus. That year Qur
Lady of Hungary Roman Catholic Church was founded
there as & misslon church of St. Stephen's. By
1922 the church had been reorganized on a terrltor-
ial rather than an ethniec basis, The majorlty of
the parishloners were Magysrs, however, By 1935
the church had a beautiful modern building on Cal-
vert Street and a parish numbering 1400 families,
On Bundays two services were held in Hungarian and
two in Bnglish. Thia church is still the focal
point for many Hungarian activities in this communlty.
Anpther group of Catholic Hungarians, whe had
orlginally attended St. Mary's Catholic Church on
Taylor Avenus, which wa=s basically a Gemman church,
laft Roman Catholiclsm and organized as a Pentacostal
church under the leadership of Brother Hatt Rinenbach.
For a while they met in a house on Swygart Street.
By 1935 they were meeting at 1607 Pralrie Avenue
and known as the Magyar Punkoskl Heresgteny Gyulehkezet,
Later the church was called the Flrst Hungarian
Assenmbly of God, and in 1950 the congregation built
thelr current church at 1819 Frairie Avenue, the
Pralrie Avenue Gospel Church,

The Hungarlan-Americans interviewed, most of
whom ware children of the original ismigrants, said
that they did not experience much prejudice as
Hungarians but did experience sone prejudlce as
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fatholics or as "forelgn-born." South Pend's west
zide (west of Michlgan Street) was considered the
turf of foreigners and other minority groups. Those
who were interviewed, however, said that they did not
have any trouble mixing with other groups. Basically,
those Hungarlans who remained 1n Hungarian nelghbor-
hoods, attended parochlal schools, and whose scclal
1ife lnvelved mostly Hungarian groups, felt no
prejudice at all, Those lanigrant famillea who

made a deliberate effort to assimilate rapidly,

by moving into English speaking nelghberhoods, or

by moving into English speaking nelghborhoods, or

by attending public scheols in such nelghborhoods,
felt some prejudice. WAST neighborhoods apparently
dreaded the arrival of the first Hungarian family on
a Wleck. In return these Hungarians took great pains
to prove themselves worthy of their new neighbors.
Children were expected to ve extremely well behaved,
and parents tried very hard to keep their property
in good repalr.

South Bend's real melting pot at this time was
Central High School, for many years the city's only
high school. At least halfl of the students in this
school were ethnics. All of the Hungariane lntar=
viewed who had risen out of the labording class sald
that they had graduated from Central. EKEarly in the
century, however, only about twenty-five percent of
South Bend's young people even attempted high school.

There were some tensions wlthln the local early
Hungarian community. Hungarlans exhiblied some
prejudice against other, non-Magyar groups which had
enigrated to South Bend from the area of Greater
Hungary--Serbs; Croatlans, or Jews. In another con-
text; the exodus of dlssenting famllles from St.
Stephen"s Church left many hard feellngs betwesn
Hagyar Cathollcs and Magyar Episcopalians. There
were also some slight misunderstandings between the
Hungarian Presbyterians and the Catholies, based
on a lack of understanding of one anather's traditlons,

The majority of the early Hungarian Immigrants
in this community came expecting to stay for only
a short time., They wanted to earn enough money to
purchase land in Hungary. Once here, they came to
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1ike their new way of life. Instead of return-
ing, they sent passage money to thelr wlves, child-
ren and other relatives. Those immigrants whe did
return to Hungary often found that they could no
longer adjust to 1ife in the old courmtry and came
back to America,

After spending several years here as resident
allens, Hungarlans acquired cltlzenship cut of
gratitude for the opportunities that 1lfe in Aner-
ica had afforded them, Thelr children, who were
born in this country, vwers becoming Americanized
through the influence of both publiec and parochlal
schoole., Many first generation Americans of Hungar-
ian descent remember urging their parents to be-
come cltlzens and helping ther to study for thelr
cltlzenshlp tests. Hungarlan allens who were wlll-
ing to flight for the United States were drafted
into the army durlng Werld War I. They often be-
came clitizens upon thelr return, Later; durlng the
1930"s, the govermment agaln encouraged resident
aliens to become citlzens, Funde from the WPA were
avallable to persone teaching literacy and cltizen-
ship classes, YMCA's also offered such classes,
Demcoratle preclnct workers encouraged clitlzenship
as a means of galning wvotes for thelr party.

These early Hungarian cltizens had come from
a politlcal system in which they had no volce into
a system which invited them to vote, The immi-
grants' gratefulness for thelr new opportunlty to
improve thelr station in 1ife led %o sinple poll-
tical loyaltles, Until about 1930 Hungarlan immi-
grants who had been naturalized voted REepublican,
Factory foremen told their workers to vote that way
to prevent the plant from being closed right after
the election,

At the same time Democratic precinct politi-
clans were being friendly and helpful towards these
immigrants, Expeclally after 1914 they took great
pains to bring them into community life, The
party would rent empty stores 1n.each nelghborhood
and establish Democratic headguarters where Hungar-
lans, who often could mot yet read or wrlte Engllsh,
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could to have forms filled out and questlons
mmrg-i.?. K¥icholas Muszer, & g;c-wrmat:t officlal,
who ran a furniture store, wWere
ﬁngr%hﬂ:in;f;uﬂmta whoe took the trouble to help )
Hungaerian innigrants with thelr "downtown buslness.
By the late 1920's their lndebtedness to those who
had helped them when they needed 1t was pronpting
some naturalized immigrants to vote Democratlc. In
1930 these pecple helped elect several Democrats
to local offlce.

In 19% an Hungarian named Alex Langyel was
alected to the office of Fortage Townshlp Trustee
on the Republican ticket. Two years earller, with
the help of a loyal bloc of Hungarian voters, he
had carried South Bend for the Republicans during
the Franklin Delanc Roosevelt landslide of 1932,
Such an influentisl party worker and proven vote
getter should eventually have become the Republi-
can mayoralty candidate, Local Republican leaders
did not want an ethnic candidate, however, ard in
1942 they rejected Langyel and nominated scmeone
elase., Alded by the votes of dlsgruntled Hungar-
ians, who now abandoned the Republican FParty,
Democrats swept the subsequent election, From
then on local Hungarian-Americans voted & siraight
Democratic ticket through the fortles except that
they continued to support Langyel whenever his
name appeared on the ballot. :

Later, South Berd's Hungarlans developed ex-
tensive pollitical organizations in order to obialn
jobs .and beneflts for thelr ethniec group. The
St. Joseph County Hungarisan Civie and Democratlc
€lub is an outgrowth of the victorlous Hungarians
on tha Damoeratie ticket in the 1930 electlon.

The c¢lub continues today to conduct fund ralsing
activities and provide preclnct workers for the
Democratic party:. The West Side Hungarian Demno-
eratic Club, which was located on the clty's near
west side, performed a similar function, but is
now defunct, Untll recently ™Hungarisn® precincts
would deliver votes rellably for the Democrats,

In return the Hungarian communlty recelved jobs:
at least one elective pesition on the party elate,
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rinor appolintive positiona within the city and
_ecourty govermmental structure, and police and fire
demartment appointments.

After dorld War 1I Congrozse massed & law which
adritted disglaced persone and politleal refugees
to this country without regard to matiomal immigra-
tlen guotss, NMost ordinary Hungarlans and rank and
file =oldiers who found themgcelves in refugee and
0K campe in 1945 eventually returned to Hungsry.
But some formerly privileged Hungarians in these
camps did not want te go back to a homeland which
was already dominated by pro-Sevliet communists,
After spending more years Iin displaced person campe
in Austria, these people immigrated with their fam-
ilies 1o North and South Amerdea. About seventy
such persons came to South Bend. These included
upper army officers, who had been Integrated into
the Cerman command structure toward the end of the
war, and professionsl people or clvll servants who
were ldentified with Hungary's wartime govermment,

Host of these men were middle-aged, and all had been

well educated.,

Kevertheless, many of these men were unable to
make use of thelr professional educations in Scuth
Bend. OSometimes their tralining did not satisfy
nztlonal or state career requirements, As a rule
rreseing family reede demended that they find work
immediately and forego extra {rmining or education,
Those who had recéiveda 1ibersl aris education were
especially likely 1o find themselves working in
factories, Hany of South Dend's professionsl 1i-
brarians are Hungarian refugees, because a Library
Sclence degree may be based on any liberal arts
degree and requires only one addltlonal year of
schooling, On the other hand, at one time there
#were four Hungarian refugees working on the assem-
bly line at Drewrys., One had been a newspaper pub-
lisher and editor, one had a law degree, ancther
had been a chlef prosecuting attorney, and the
fourth had been the chlef erglneer at the Budapest
dater Vorks. They were making good money in thelr
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laboring positlons, accumulating gorilority, and not
one felt that ne could afford to stop workirg lorg
enough to begin a mew professional carcer in mid-
dle age. Those refugces who posscsscd technical
akllls were more likely to find employment commen-
gurable with their tralning.

The Hungarian refugees learned Engllsh quickly
and became citlzens as soon as possible, because
they could never return to Hungary agaln, For
several reasons they did not mingle very much with
the older Hungarian community, They censidered
themselves, accurately, to be fyom a dlfferent
level of society than the earlier lmmlgrantis. For
Ltz part the established Hungarlan community in
South Bend was not neceasarily eager to welcome
these newcomers, although none of the refugees
who were interviewed would admit it, The soclalist
and commumist attitudes of 1919 had greatly in-
fluenced the Hungarian werkers in South Bend.
Thelr descendents regarded the newcomers as fas-
clsts who had been members of Hungary's oppreszive
Establishment, There was an analagous antipathy
between the strorgly Democratlc older imajgrants
and the refugees, vho believed that Roosevelti had
glven away Eastern Eurcpe to the Communists., As
a group, these refugees were very qulet, Their
only orgarization was known as the MHEK, Host
became Republicans,

In contrast to South Bend's mesponse to the
dlsplaced persons, refugees frem the 1956 Hungarian
Revolution were welcomed with open amms, Amer-
loans felt guiliy about not comling to the aid of
Hungary'e Freedom Fighiers. Congress enacted a
special law to admit these Hungarlan refugees.
Other official actlons trled to make lmmigratlon
to the United States look as attractlve os poss=-
ible., Any refugee who could find a sponsor could
come, Once here, his or her educatlon and training
would be evaluated in an effort to holp cach new-
comer Tind appropriate employment. Speclal scholar-
ships were 2lso available 1o help then obtaln addli-
tional schooling if that sceaecd desirable.



Locally, elaborate plans were made to welcome
the 320 refugees who ultimately setiled in Scuth
Bend, The Rellef Committee which organized these
activities included Professor Steve Kertessz, Judge
Nylkos, Msgr. Sabo, Megr., Peterscn, Rev, Kalabany,
Julia Lukacs, Edward Bruckner, Joseph Auer, Mr, Kir-
aldl, and Frank Wukovits, who was the group's exec-
utive secretary.

The refugees were first interned at Kamp
Kilmer in Hew Jarsey. They were allowed to come to
South Bend if they had a relative or other sponsor
in this community. Many of the sponsors were al=
most unknown to the incoming immigyants, If he
or she would go through the formallty of sending a
telegram,; however, the Amerdcan Hungaylan Relief
Organization would provide temporary support and
aseistance for this immigrant. South Bend"s re-
lief activities centered around the William Penn
Fraternal Organization {\Fertmw.:.r}. The organization
eollected used clothing for the refugees and helped
them find housing and jobe., BSeveral banquest and
mmrtles were held in thelr honor,

The 1956 refugees were younger than those wheo
had come after 1945, Most were in their twenties,
All had at least a high school education, and sone
also knew a trade, Many had been underemployed in
Hungary as a result of their lack of sympathy with
the comtrolling communliet regime, These pecple .
were prepared to work hard and were not overeducated
for jobs avallable hers, as the displaced persons
had baen,

Thizs group assimilated very rapldly. Father
Molnar, a Catholie priest taught them English.

They stopped speaking Hungarian rapldly. Although
they were grateful to the older Hungarians in the
conmunity for thelr initial assistarce, they did
hot really become a part of South Bend's Hungarian
comnunity, For a time South Bend's 1956 refugees
had a soclety known as the Hungarian Freedom Fight-
ers Organization. It is still a strong organi-
zatlon on the international level, although in
this community it has ceased to be active. While

it functioned, however, the Hungarlan Freedom
Fighters Crganisation provided a moint of unlty for
the area's varicus Hungarian groups. In additlon
o commemorating the 1955 revolutlon each year; 1t
remembered Hungarian helidays, called in Hungarian
performing artists, and sponsored pienies.

The 1956 Hungarians were more interested in
the economic opportunities offered by the Unlted
States than in polities, They shared with the post-
war refugees a distaste for the Demceratlc Farty.
Some became active in the Republican Amerlcan Herl-
tage organization. The 1956 refugees as a group
were tremendously successful, They were Tractiecal
business people who used the economic freedom they
found in this country to help themselves succeed.

ATTITUDES AND ENTERTAINMENTS: SCUTH EEND'S
HUNGARIAN CULTURAL HERITAGE

Traditionally, the family has been the basio
gocisl and economic unit in Hungary, This was
rarticularly true in the rural, peasant soclety
fron which South Bend's early Hungarians came, At
the turn of the century in Sputh Bend a large ex-
tended famlly might live in one home, The immlgrant
workers saved thelr money for ticketz for brothers,
sisters; parents; and other relatives to jeoin them,
Today older Hungarian-Americans still revere thelr
parents, They remember thelr early family life
here as a very happy time, despite the many hard-
ships which these immigrants faced. As children
they wers kept under control but not discliplined
harshly. Ferhaps as a result few were drawn toward
adolescent rebellion. Young children always ac-
conpanied marents to all of their recreatlons, such
as Harvest Dances, plays, and Sunday afternoon
picnies,

Helationships between employees and employers
at the turn of the century, both in Hungary and
South Bend were patriarchal, an arrangement which
the workers themselves accepted. They seem to
have been keenly aware of the interdependence of the
work force and management, FPerhaps this is why the
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early immigrants were at first influenced poli-
tically by their Republican bosses.

Tn the traditional Hungarian value systen, the
possession of land was considercd ihe nost depend-
able means of providing for one's family. The
amount of one's land determined one's wealth and
soclal standing, The original Hungarian immigrants
came tc South Bend to carn encugh money to return
home to buy some land. Among those who later de-
elded to remain here, this pride in accumulating
property was evident in the value which they placed
on home ownership, They worked hard to sawve e::_nnugh
noney to be able to parchase homes, Once acgulred,
these houses woere and are very well malntalned.

In keeplng with thovalue which they rlaced on
property, Hungarlana in South Berd have consistent-
1y shown great respect for law and order, The
Hungarian community coliced itselfs It iz not sur-
orising that the first local Hungarians to find
jobe ather than labvoring Jjobs became policemen,
There have als=oc been Hungarlan-Anmerican sheriffs
in 5t. Jozeph Countys Stove lolrar, Steve Hipsak,
Billy Locks, and Elmer Sokol.

The early Hungarian immigrants valued hard
work and self=reliance. They realized that they
could not rely on outsiders to help them succeed,
They formed at least twelwe sick benefit.and in-
surance societies to help thelir own community.

Even on a less formal level the Hungarlan community
stuck together. If one family exparienced a dis-
aster, friands and neighbors rallied to its sid,

The Christian religien forms the basis of the
gthnleal and moial wvalues of South Hend's Hungar—
lan community. Sinece historleally the churc has
been identified with the nationhood of thebiagyrars,
this is true to some eaxtent 1n Hungary even today
under communist rula.

fatrioti=sm was ancther value which accompenied
early Hunparian immligrants to South Bend, Those
who dreamed of returning home trled at flrst 1o
renain loyal to both Hungarian and American systems,
The first loyalty neant thail some did not become

23

United States citlzens for many years alter thelr
imnigration, while the second was oxhiblied when
large rumbers of Hungavian immlgrants fought in
Vorld Yar I. Some old=-timers have rofused to ever
go back to visit their homeland, because “America
has given me everything I ever got." Later immi-
grants, sho for the most mrt wers forced to leave
Hungary, saw the United States as a place where
they would be accepted while they still remained
"Hungarlan,” To them America was a country which
weleomod dlverse groups and allowed them 4o retain
thelr national identitics.

Sdueation, In Sputh Eend the children of Hungar-
lan imnigrants attended both Roman Catholle parc-
chial schoole and public schoels, wlth porhaps a

alight majority at the former. St. Stephern' r-

LWE!. - . 3 . It
bl around 500 children, MNany of them walked

“each day all the way from ¥iler Town. Later, the
Cur Lady of Hungary marish establiched T¥s own
mehool, - which-f=—=till in operatlon today,

lost of the Tirst generatlon H
American children learned EZnglish for the first
time at school., The marochial schools held all
classes in Englizh, bocause they were usually
gtaffed by mans vho !mew no othor « At
Tirat, however, the parochlal schools did offer
daily ecursez in Hungarian, Later, as the demand
lessensd, Hungarian was taught during the summer,
The Hungarian Presbyterian Church run an Hungarlan
Summer School, first under Rev, Deze and later
under Rev, and Hrs, Stephen Kalabany, Chlldren
attending this school learned to read and write the
language which they already spoke, They read the
Rible and sang Hungarian hymne and patrlotlc songs,
All of this group learnad thelr catechism and were
confirmed in Hungarian, Later, one of the World
Har 11 immigrants, Laslo Hagy, ran a Hungarlan sup-
mer schoel for the children of his fellow refugees,
The children of the 1956 refugees were nostly born
in this country, and they assinilated very mapidly.
Yo oxganized effort was nade to teach then the




Hungarlan literary language.
Although some early immigrants educated them-—

selves and their chilldren immediately, most of the
_ first peasant imnigrants valued economic success _
" above educational success, Chlldren of these im-
“migrante often ‘went to work without finishing high
school, The factorles encouraged youngsters with
any skllls at all, such as draftsmanship;, to leave
school as soon as possitle and joln the work force.
Those few early Hungarians who did rise to pro-
fessionel positions seemed to have attended publie
rather than parochial schools, It was to be the
grandchlldren of most of these early hmig'.:'u..n'l:.'a who
would first attain a college degree.

By contrast, the later immigrants were wvery
education-conscious, World War II refugees were,
of course, very well educated themselves, The 1956
Hungarlian refugees were young enough to be able to
educate themselwes in this country., The United
States Govertment made every affort to evaluste
thelr previous college credlts falrly and even gave
them scholarship ald.

The Arts, The early Hungarian immigrants brought
with them to South Jend a folk art and handlcraft
tradition. Some of the men had been wood carvers
or netal workers and were able to use these gkllls
at the Singer Sewing Machline Company, where they
carved the ornate drawer fronts on the sewlng ma-
chine cabinets and worked the wroughi-iron scrolls
on the bases, They do not seem to have taught
these skille to thelr children, however, and the
erafts have apparently died out. Hungarian women
once did fancy needlework, producing elaborately
decorated dancing costumes and table linens.

Hany ltems were elaborately corcheted; such as
"splder work" dresser scarves composed of clirou-
lar motifs; each completely different. There were
"eat's paw" work, Madelra-type lace, and very
colorfully emnbroidered table linens, Again, these
handicrafts seem to have been practlced by only
the early lmmigrants, The flrst and second gener-
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ation Americans seem to treasure inherited pleces
and to buy new ones when they travel to Hungary,
but they do not learn these skills themselves.
Some local Hungarians have tles with the more
formal world of art, Eugene Kormendi, an Hungarian
acul ptor, was on the Notre Dame faculty after
World War II, He did the Boys' Town sculpture in
Linceln, Nebraska and the lLight of the World,
which 1z in the Natlonal Cathedral in Washington,
D.C. A study for this second work may be seen in

.South Bend's Our Lady of Hungary Church. Another

Hungarian artist, Prokap, did a triptych deplcting
medieval Hungarian religious scenss for the sane
church, Dr. Joseph Toth has a collection of modern
Hungarian paintings, including works by Hihalvock,
Horvath, and Prokap, Other local Hungarian-Ameri-
cans own quality reproductlons of antique furni-
ture,

For centuries theater played an important
role in Hungarian lives. This began with mgsantry
and playe performed in connectlon wlth church
festivals, and developed into a reglonal enjoyment
of plays and cperecttas. South Bend's Hungarlans
were enthusisstic enough about Hungarian theater
to want to continue it here, Thelr socletles,
organizations, and churches often put on, or
gllowed to be produced on thelr premises, plays,
operettas, and musical reviews in the Hungarian
language, Hany plays produced by the Hungarlan
community were performed at the Magyar Has. GScrlpts
would be ordered from Hungary. Local young psople
ware voluntesr actors, and production took place
on Sunday afternoons, Sometimes each play would be
Tresented three times: at the Magyar Haz, at
5t, Stephen's, and at Cur Lady of Hungary. Most
of these plays were nusical melodramas or comedles,
with much singing and several soldier characters
called Hussars, Alwaysthey were lavishly costumed,

In addition to these local productlons, the
Magyar Haz also presented travellng Hungarlan per-
Tormers=-Gypsy orchestras, famous vocallsts such
as Sharl Fedak and Ernest King (Erno Kiraly), and




theatrical troups., The singers would often per-
form each mumber in a dramatic setting, similar to
today's nlght club act. This type of vcerformance
wats onee immensely popular with Scuth Bend Hungar-
1ans, Untll the 1950%s Hungarian performers tour-
ing the United States always stopped in South
Bend. Once the use of the Hungarian language
died out in this community however, interest in
Hungarian entertalmments also disappeared.

But while they existed, these local and travel-
ing production had an enommous influence on the
musical tastes of the Hungarian communlity. The
most admnired kinds of music here wers the popularized
folk songs found in the frequently performed oper-
ettas and played by Gypsy crchestras. Gypsy musi-
cians played ornamental and versatile lnterpreta-
tions of original Hungarian folksongs. Thelr
music was played by ear and was very emotlonal,
and filled with embelllshments. The typlcal plece
began slowly, in a melancholy manner, with “hear-
ing music™ called halgato. Then it changed to a
esardas (dance), first slow and ultimately very
fast. ]

The basic Gypsy orchestra conslsted of a vio-
1in, a string bass, and A csimbalom, often con-
gidered one of the forerunners of the plano, was
a stringed inetrument about forty inches across
iwhich stood on legs and was struck with hammers
covered with string, much in the nanner of today's
oy loThons .,

GCypsy orchestras played the music for the
lurgarian dances and pienicse mt on by loeal Hun-
garians, Their violiniste would mowve among the
audience, playing munbers at request. Satisfied
listeners would tip the performers by sticking
dollar btills into the openings in the vioclin., Or-
chestra nenbers would also sing, In the early 2Z0th
cantury, Joe Bango'=s Orchestra played the best
Hungarlan Gypsy nu=lc, Nr. Bange's children are
ati11 performing musiclans tut they live elsewhere.
Two cons, Bill and Joe, mlay with a Chicago band
and sonetlmes return to this commundity. Contem=
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porary musiclans of Hungarian descent have either
"poericanized™ thelr musiecal style or combined 1t
with that of other ethnie greups such as the Foles.
Julius Varge and Steve Bokor are local musiclans
who perform in a sonewhat Hungarlian style.

Dancing was ancther important aspect of the
cultural 1ife of the early Seuth Bend Hungarian
community. Almost all celebrations and outdeor
summer picnics included datcing of the csardas
and other coutle dances. The mixed group dances
of men and women combine graceful dignity with
flery rhythn. Male dances emphasize a proud mili-
tary bearing, with the rhythmic movement of the
legs often accentuated by the use of spurs. In
these male performances what 1z emphasized 1s
individual virtuosity in the performance of trm-
ditional steps. OCurrently, the orly Hungarian
dancing in this community 1s done hy traimed groups
of 1ittle children who have performed for manmy years
at the 3t. Anne's Festival held each July at Qur
Lady of Mungary Church., There i1z a possibllity-
that an adult group of Hungarian dancers may Soon
be formed to perfomm some of the traditional Grape
Harvest Festival Dances.

The YHarvest Dance or Gmape Harvest Festival
iz one of the most picturesgue traditions which
the Hungarians brought wlth them to South Bend.
Usually each church or soclal organization would
have its own dance in Qotober. For a month in
advance of the celebration one of the more exper-
lenced dancers would ieach a group of young adults
the intricate steps of Hungarlan dances, Elabor-
ate costumes were made by hand for the event., The
glrle wore red bodices and very full whlte skirts
trimmed in ribbons.: Thelr mriners dressed 1n
loose=slesved shlrta, wlde brimmed hats, and elther
loose white culottes (gatya) or dark brltches
tucked into high black boots (csizma). The wide
gleeves of thelr shirts were decorated in bands of
ribbons in the Hungarlan colors--red, white; and
green--to match the women's skirts.
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On the evening of the Harvest Festlval, a
hired hall would be decorated with bunches of
grapes, apples, and pears strung on wires. There
would be an elaborate centerplece made up of fruit
and wine, which would be raffled off at the énd of
the evening. The costumed young people perfomed
thelr fancy dances for watching adults. For thelr
mrt, members of the audlence would try to ateal
the tunches of grapes from the celling, and, if
they were caught by the dancers in the act of
theft, they had 4o pay a fine, (Canes of this
sort increased the sponsoring organization's
treasury.) The dancing couple which caught the
most thieves won a prize, When the porformances
wore over, everyone danced slow and fast csardas
to the music of a Gypsy orcheatra.

Another tradition which the Hungariana brought
to South Bend was called "sprinkling” or "watering."
On Easter Honday,; which was known as Sprinkling
Doy, teen-aged boys would run through the Hungarian
neighborhoods to the houses of the girls, carrying
bottles of diluted perfume covered with linen
handkerchiefs. The boys would sprinkle the girls
with the perfume while recliting a little poom:

Hy little girl come here.

With Rose Water 1ln my hand,

If you will give me an Saster egg,
I will sprinkle you my dear,

The girl would then glve the boy one of her gaily
docornted Easter ogge. Each boy attempted to ac-
curilate more egge than did his friends,

The November pork suppers were another annual
Hungarian soclal event, About a week before the
supper two large plgs were slavghtered, Then Hun-
garian women would work for days premaring for the
dinner by rendering lard and making blood, garlic
and rice sausage, The menu, which was merved
famlily atyle, consisted of pork chopa, sausage,
and stuffed cabbage. The crowd at much a supper
might nuaber 200 people. A Gypsy orchestra played
gay music to add to the festivities, Fork suppers

are still given by the William Fenn Fraternal
Asscciatlon,

For many years a monthly ritual at the S5t.
Joseph County Hungarisn Civie and Denccratie Club
has been its fried chicken dinner, The men bagin
on Thursday to wash down and salt the chickens,
which are then packed on ico., They make thelr
own breaded coating, and fry the quartered chick-
ens in melied lard, With this they serve
ian rice and langalo--a =like dough fried in
fat with salt and garlic added. These dinnere are
s5t111 eagerly attended by members of the local
Hungarian community.

The old Hungarlan community in South Bend ple-
nicked alnost every summer Sunday afternoon, Young
and old would ride out to tho ond of the street
car 1ines and then walk to Bokor's GCrove (on the
Crumstown Highway) or Shady Grove (off Western
Avermue), or the woods on Fortage, or Muessel Grove.
There were many stables in South Bend, and for
speclal occaslons young pecple would rent horses
andfor buggles to drive out o these plenica. On
the aceno, the sponsorlng crxganization ascld Hungar-
lan food and wine to all who came. A typlcal menu
might include homemade goulash, strudels, kifliea
(cookles), ard kalacs (coffee cake). After the
meal a Gypsy orchestra would Flay for dancing.
These plcnics were theHungarlan comsunity®s oppor-
tunity to soclalize. When an election campaign
was in progress, politiclans would show up to
buy rounds of drinks for the votsrs, The plenies
are no lenger held today. They were stopped by a
conbination of two factors, enforcement of laws
prohibliting the sale of alcohollic beverages on
Sunday, and the gasolire ratlonirng which accon=
Eﬂ.ﬂid Hﬂ:['].d War 1I,

Food., Fa . » & sweet and mild red pepper which
was nto Hurgary by the invading Turks, is
the most-used splee in Hungarian cuisine. 'I':.rp.'ll.r:.u
Hungarian meat dishes prepared with paprika are

the Gulyas (or goulash as it is spelled in English),
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Szekely Gulyas (Transylvanian Stew), Faprikas
Csirke (Paprika Chicken Stew), and Borju Forkolt
(Veal Stew). COther popular dishes are Zoldsegekkel
Fott Tyukleves (Chicken Vegetable Scup), Rantott
Csirke (Fried Chicken), and Fatanyeros and Flekken,
both prepared from three or more kinds of roast
neat, roast bacon; and garnish. Tarhonya is a kind
of sieved dumpling which is often eaten with stews.
Stuffed peppers and sauerkraut are also typical
Hungarian dishes, Cabbage may be stuffed or pre-
pared in ples. Hungarian strudel or retes are
comnposed of pastry filled with sweetened cottage
cheese, cherrles, apples or even cabbage. Kiflles
are filled cookles and kalacs are coffee cakes
which may be fllled with muts or poppy eeeds,

The very early immigrants kept some of thelr
peasant traditions in regard to food production,
Host Hungarian families kept a pig in thelr back
yards. This was slaughtered in the fall, smoked
and made into sausage and lard, The chlildren
would help make sauerkraut by stomping on it,

Hungarians uwsually drink wine with thelr meals
and serve 1t as a hospltality beverage. Hungarian
wines, alwaye made from Today zrapes, may be of
the g=zu type, a sweet desszert wine, or the szamo-
rodni type, a dry heavy table wine, The early
Hungarians in South Bend usually made thelr own
wine each year, They drove up to the MHichigan
vineyvards to buy grapess Thelr children would
stomp the grapes with their bare feet in thelr
back yards. The recultine wine zged in barrels
ln the gellar and was drunk the next year,

Hungarian men arc consldered good cooks, Host
of the women lnterviewed sald that thelr husbtands
helped with the cocklng or would always make one or
two specialties such as Sunday goulash or strudel,
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