
Standard History of Adams and Wells Counties, Indiana, Vol. II, John W. Tyndall & Orlo Ervin 
Lesh; Chicago:  Lewis Publishing Co, 1918, p. 732-733 

JOHN M. FRISINGER.   Energetic, enterprising and the possessor of excellent business ability, John 
M. Frisinger, of Decatur, is known throughout Adams and surrounding counties as an extensive 
horse breeder and dealer, and, previous to the World war, as one of the larger exporters and 
importers of horses in this section of the state.   A son of Joseph Frisinger, he was born November 27, 
1859, in St. Mary’s Township, Adams County, Indiana, and, with the exception of two years spent in 
Van Wert County, Ohio, has spent his entire life in his native county. 

     Joseph Frisinger was born in Ohio, of German parentage, in 1836, and his wife, whose maiden 
name was Martha Smith, was born in 1837, in Indiana, of pure Scotch ancestry. Both are living, as are 
all of their five children, four of whom are married and have homes of their own. 

     Receiving a liberal education when young, John M. Frisinger taught school for seven years, a part 
of which time he had charge of schools in Ohio.   Retiring from his professional labors, he entered 
upon an entirely different career in June, 1895, exporting a load of horses to Germany, being the 
second man in the United States to embark in that industry.   His first shipment, which consisted of 
good draft horses, he sold immediately, the demand for that kind of horses in Germany exceeding the 
supply.   Continuing in that profitable industry until 1900, while operating in Germany, he sold draft 
horses to Swedish, Danish and Russian dealers, sometimes making two trips a year across the 
Atlantic. In the fall of 1900, Mr. Frisinger, while at the Paris Exposition, became convinced of the 
merits of the Belgian horses, and on his return to Indiana brought with him twelve registered 
stallions, for which he found ready sale.   Some of the stallions are still in use in Adams County, and 
many of the descendants of that first dozen are in the county.   Since that time he has imported 
Percherons which, like the Belgians, are held in high estimation by horse breeders in all parts of the 
country.   Mr. Frisinger continued the business until the breaking out of the war, his last importation 
having been in the fall of 1913.   He imported stallions that weighed 2400 pounds, and he has sold in 
Adams County seventy-nine horses, and in nearby counties over 100 horses, receiving about $2,500 
apiece for them.   Among the many fine horses which he has imported is the well known stallion 
“Balladier”, one of the very best in the country, and now owned by a Mercer County man.   He has 
been an extensive breeder of his own account, for a time having had associated with him Eli Springer, 
who is now engaged in the same profitable business in Michigan. 

     Mr. Frisinger is now actively engaged in business in Decatur as a dealer in hay, and in Washington 
Township has a finely equipped farm of 300 acres, which he is managing successfully, getting 
satisfactory returns for the labor expended. 

     Mr. Frisinger married in Adams County, Mary J. Peterson, the descendant of a pioneer family of 
prominence, and a sister of the well known lawyer, Shaffer Peterson. Mr. and Mrs. Frisinger have six 



children, namely:   Maynard, a former postmaster of Decatur, having been the youngest person to be 
appointed to a presidential position in the state, now in business with his father, married Mary Daily 
and has three children, Margaret, Robert and Elizabeth; Fannie, a graduate of the Indiana University, 
married Roger Gipe, an American soldier in the World’s war; John F., also a graduate of the State 
University, and now manager in Akron, Ohio, of the productive department of the Rubber Works, is 
a volunteer in the American army and has joined the forces; Mary, who attended Miami University, 
of Oxford, Ohio, two years, and the Indiana University three years; Ruth, a pupil in the Decatur High 
School; and Richard, a school boy.   Politically Mr. Frisinger is a republican and served as national 
elector on the ticket when Taft was elected.   Fraternally he is a member of the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks.   He has recently enlarged his activities by entering into the Southern 
lumbar business.   He has taken over a 3,000 acre plantation in Louisiana, Concordia, Paris County, 
which has a fine body of virgin hardwood timber. 


