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FREDERICK F. FRECH, farmer, section 10, Union Township, came to this county November 20, 1871, 
and settled on his present farm, having purchased it in August, 1873 when it was in a wild state. Mr. 
Frech was born in Rhine, Bavaria, Germany, December 14, 1836, and came to America in August, 
1838, with his parents and one other child. They landed in New York, and proceeded at once to 
Fairfield, Ohio, where they settled. The father being a minister of the Evangelical Association, they 
necessarily moved often. When he was fourteen years old his father purchased forty acres of land in 
Hancock County, Ohio. In the spring of 1863 our subject enlisted in Company H, One Hundred and 
Thirty-ninth Ohio Infantry. The regiment enlisted for 100 days, but was out four months. He was 
stationed at the Point of Rocks, at Turkey Bend, on James River. Here he was under fire for the first 
time. Some of his companions were killed and some wounded. The regiment was discharged, and 
Mr. Frech was afterward drafted in the fall of 1863, in the call for 300,000 men. He was placed in 
Company A, Forty-seventh Ohio Infantry, and joined the regiment at Marietta, Georgia, near Atlanta. 
The regiment had veteranized, and was attached to the Second Brigade, Second Division, Fifteenth 
Army Corps. Mr. Frech was in all the engagements of his regiment. He went with Sherman to the sea, 
was in the charge of Fort McAllister and the battle of Bentonville, North Carolina, that being the last 
battle of Sherman's army. He then marched to Washington and participated in the grand review. He 
was mustered out at Columbus, Ohio, and returned to his home. He then learned the carpenter's 
trade and worked for $1 per day the first summer. He worked at his trade until he came to Adams 
County, since which time he has been engaged in farming. He was married December 3, 1867 to Miss 
Mary A. Graham, who was born in Hancock County, Ohio, in August, 1839, where she was reared 
and married. Her father, George W. Graham, was born in Madison County, of Scotch ancestry, and 
was about four years older than his wife. He died in Hancock County. The mother Catherine (Crabel) 
Graham, was born in Stark County, Ohio, in 1818, and is still living in Hancock County. Mr. Frech's 
father, Frederick Frech, was born in Germany, November 29, 1809, where he was reared and married. 
He came to America in 1839, and died in Hancock County, November 3, 1885, upon the farm where 
he first settled. His mother, Elizabeth (Schaff) Frech, was born in Wagenheim, Germany, June 14, 
1815, and is still living on the old homestead in Hancock County. The father was a circuit rider for 
twenty-five years, having been converted in Fairfield, Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. Frech have two children 
living and three deceased - Nellie, born February 16, 1873, and Frocia Alice, born March 4, 1879. The 
deceased are - Catherine E., died in the fall of 1870, at the age of ten weeks; Frederick G., born 
February 25, 1875, died July 9, 1882, by accidental drowning in his father's cistern. Mr. Frech's 
grandfather, Casper Frech, was born and died in Germany. His great-grandfather was a noted fresco 
painter, and in his day assisted in painting cathedrals. Mr. Frech was elected township trustee in the 
spring of 1886, and has served as justice of the peace for four years, being elected in 1880. Both 
himself and wife are members of the Evangelical Association. Politically he is a Republican and a true 
loyal citizen of the United States. 

 


