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HON. JOHN THOMAS FRANCE, senior member of the law firm of France & Merryman, Decatur, 
Indiana, is a prominent young attorney of Adams County. He is a native of Ohio, born in Delaware, 
Delaware County, Ohio, December 5, 1853. He is the eldest of two sons of Charles M. and Miranda 
(Thomas) France. Charles M. France was a native of Vermont, of Scotch and English parentage. When 
a child his parents moved to Ohio, where he was reared. In 1851, when a young man, he came to 
Indiana and located in Adams County, where he followed farming until 1867, when, having in the 
meantime read law, he was admitted to the bar, and in 1868 located at Decatur and began his 
practice. In the spring of 1879 he moved to Bluffton, Wells County, where he still lives. He married in 
1852 to Miranda Thomas, a native of Whitley County, Indiana, who died in 1857. John Thomas France 
was reared in Adams County, and was here educated, graduating from the high school at Decatur in 
the class of 1873. In the winter of 1873-’74 he taught his first and only term of school, in Blue Creek 
Township. In the spring of 1874 he began to read law in the office of France & Miller, his father being 
the senior partner. He was admitted to the bar at Decatur in 1875, and at once began to practice, 
becoming a member of the firm of France & Miller, changing the name to France, Miller & France. 
This co-partnership existed a year, when in 1876, Mr. Miller withdrawing, the firm was changed to 
France & Son. In 1879 his father moved to Bluffton, and since that time he has been associated with 
different parties, and in January, 1883, with J. T. Merryman, formed the present firm of France & 
Merryman. In polities Mr. France has always been identified with the Democratic party. During 1876 
and 1877 he was deputy prosecuting attorney of Adams County, under Joshua Bishop, of Jay County. 
In the fall of 1878 he was elected prosecuting attorney of the Twenty-sixth Judicial Circuit, 
comprising the counties of Adams, Jay and Wells, and was re-elected in 1880, filling the office four 
years. During his service as prosecuting attorney he tried several murder cases, the most important 
being the Richards-Backester murder. Since 1875 he has taken an active part in politics, and in 1880 
was elected chairman of the Adams County Democratic Central Committee, an office he has held to 
the present time. He is a member of Knights of Pythias, Kekionga Lodge, No. 65, and has passed all 
the chairs and has represented his lodge twice in the grand lodge of the State. He was married 
October 19, 1876, to Miss Isabella Corbin, daughter of Elijah and Phoebe (Ullery) Corbin, natives of 
Virginia, who came to Indiana in 1846. Mrs. France was born in Marion County, Indiana, June 2, 1855, 
and was educated in the schools of Winchester, Randolph County. To Mr. and Mrs. France have been 
born three children - Carl O., born December 12, 1877; Richard R., April 6, 1879, and Herbert B., 
March 6, 1881. 

 


