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EDWIN W. FRANCE. 

   Edwin W. France is the son of a distinguished father. The latter, William Henry France, was one of 
the oldest, best known and most highly respected residents of Saint Mary's township, Adams county. 
His mother was Phoebe A. (Mathewson) France. This couple migrated to Indiana and settled in 
Adams county early in 1850.  Throughout his life William Henry France was one of the leading men 
of the county.  He was a progressive man and in many respects was far in advance of his 
contemporaries.  He cultivated a farm and served his fellow residents of Adams county in public 
capacities faithfully and well. For eight years he was the superintendent of the Adams county 
infirmary and he administered the affairs of this institution to the entire satisfaction of the men who 
selected him fur the place. He was also twice elected county auditor, discharging the important and 
exacting duties of this high office through the greater part of two terms with a keen honesty and with 
care and conservatism.  He died before the expiration of his second term as auditor, his death 
occurring July 25, 1895, in the fifty-fifth year of his age, and was generally mourned as an exemplary 
citizen and a faithful and painstaking public servant. His wife survived him until 1903, in June of 
which year she died, and was fifty-eight years of age. This worthy and respected couple had six 
children, of whom Edwin W. France was the eldest. He was born on his father's place in Saint Mary's 
township, May 25, 1861, and spent his boyhood on his father's farm and assisted in the cultivation of 
his father's estate, securing his education in the schools of his neighborhood. After he grew to 
manhood he continued to cultivate the soil and was a successful farmer for several years. 

   After a few years spent in farming he decided to engage in the mercantile business, and in line with 
this determination he formed a partnership with C. W. Yager. A store was opened at Pleasant Mills 
by these gentlemen and it soon became a fixture and a necessity in the commercial life of the district.  
After four years in this business, during which time the store was placed on a profitable basis, Mr. 
France decided to return to farming, and accordingly, sold his interest in the Pleasant Mills store and 
returned to his farm, which he cultivated until 1904, and then re-entered the mercantile business 
field. He engaged this time in the hardware business and this still retains his interest and attention. 

   May 4, 18S2, Mr. France was united in marriage to Miss Maggie Yager, a daughter of Jacob and 
Mary Yager, who were early settlers in Preble township, and who removed to Saint Mary's township 
in 1872.  Mrs. France's birth occurred in Preble township, January 16, 1863.   

   Mr. France is a man who is greatly interested in the affairs of his county and township, is essentially 
public spirited and is a man who exercises good judgment and acts upon principle. He has been 
active politically and has served as county truant officer.  In addition to this public service he served 
as constable for a term of two years. In both of these offices he acquitted himself with rare credit and 
gained the confidence and respect of his fellows. He owns forty acres of good land and his farm, 
although it is small, is one of the best in the township, it being well improved, equipped with good 
buildings, profitable and attractive. With his wife he is a consistent member of the Baptist church and 
gives his liberal support and hearty co-operation to this church and denomination.  He is highly 
respected and is one of the most esteemed men of the community in which he resides. 

 


