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Miss Eva J. Acker Dies in California - Served Many Years As School Principal 

     Miss Eva Jane Acker, 82, for many years principal of the old South Ward school in this city until 
her retirement in 1940, died Friday morning at the home of a sister, Mrs. Minta Acker-Blissner at San 
Jose, Calif. 

     Death followed an illness of two and one-half years.  Miss Acker had made her home with her 
sister for a number of years. 

     Born in St. Mary's township Nov. 30, 1873, she was a daughter of Irvin and Jane Smith-Acker. 

     Miss Acker graduated from the Bobo grade school and taught for two years in St. Mary's 
township.  She then attended the Decatur high school, graduating in 1895.  Miss Acker attended Terre 
Haute Normal, Valparaiso University and Denver University. 

     The prominent teacher served as principal of the South Ward school her from 1917 until 1940, 
when she retired, and prior to 1917 taught in primary schools of the city. 

     Also highly active in civic and social circles, Miss Acker was a charter member of the Dramatic 
department of the Decatur Woman's club and was a member of the Eastern Star, the Ladies 
Shakespeare club and the Research club.  She was also the founder of the parent-teachers association, 
which held its meetings at the South Ward school while she was serving as principal. 

     Miss Acker was a member of the First Christian church of Decatur.  The sister is the only near 
survivor.  One sister and two brothers are deceased. 

     The body will be brought to the Zwick funeral home late Wednesday night, and services will be 
held at the funeral home at 1 p.m. Thursday, the Rev. Traverse Chandler officiating.  Burial will be in 
the Decatur cemetery.  Friends may call at the funeral home after 10 a.m. Thursday. 


