
VERNON L. SNOW, son of James B. Snow, deceased, resides on the family homestead, 
section 29, Wabash Township, where he was reared to manhood and educated in the 
common schools. He was born in Jay County, March 26, 1859, and came with his 
parents to Adams County when five years of age. When his father died he came into 
possession of the old homestead. He was married November 6, 1880, to Mary C. Vance, 
daughter of Marshall P. Vance, an old settler of the Township. She was born in Hartford 
Township, this county, October 28, 1862. They have had three children - Jessie A., 
deceased; Gracie and Bertha. Mr. and Mrs. Snow are members of the Methodist 
Episcopal church. 
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***** 

VERNON L. SNOW 
 
Vernon L. Snow is a type of man who has achieved a comfortable living and 
accumulated much of the world's goods through his own unaided efforts. He is the only 
survivor of his father's family and was born in Jay county. Indiana, March 26, 1859. His 
father was Dr. J. B. Snow, a practicing physician all of his life, a native of Pennsylvania. 
His mother was Eliza J. Lyon. After his marriage Dr. Snow moved to Jay county, later 
Randolph, and later came to Adams county. His wife died in 1864 and his own death 
occurred in 1876. His son, Vernon L. Snow, did not follow in his father's footsteps and 
take up medicine as a profession. He was raised in this county and attended the county 
schools. However, he decided to adopt agriculture as his life work, and to this pursuit 
he has since devoted himself with all of his energies. The present farm of Mr. Snow 
consists of eighty acres bordering on the corporation limits of Geneva. It is a fine tract of 
land and is one of the best improved in the district where it is located. Mr. Snow is a 
progressive man and believes thoroughly in the advantages of modern methods and 
modern machinery. He adopts these methods and devices in operating his farm and his 
crops each year are among the largest and best raised on any similar tract of land in 
Adams county. He has made all of the improvements that are on his place and his 
residence, barns and other necessary buildings are substantial and in every respect 
admirably adapted to the purposes for which they were erected. His land is well fenced 
and drained and in all respects is a handsome and valuable estate. 

In 1880 Mr. Snow married Miss Mary C. Vance, a daughter of Marshall and Arabella 
(Diffenbaugh) Vance. His wife's parents were among the early arrivals in Indiana. They 
came to this state from Ohio, where they were reared, and settled in Adams county on a 
farm still in the family's possession. Her mother's people were natives of Maryland and 
came west at a very early date in the last century. Three children were born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Snow: Jessie, deceased; Grace and Bertha. The latter children are living at home. 



Mr. Snow has been an active and busy man all of his life. He has devoted the greater 
portion of his time and attention to the cultivation of his farm, but as an exemplary 
citizen he has taken a live interest in the affairs of the county. He co-operates with other 
residents of the county in all movements that have as their object the betterment of the 
county and his advice and counsel is frequently sought on matters of importance. He is 
a Republican so far as his political affiliations are concerned and supports this party in 
national questions. However, he reserves the right to vote independently on matters 
affecting the county and is to be found on the side of the candidate whom he considers 
best fitted for the office regardless of party lines. He is not a member of any fraternal 
organization. He is a consistent member of the Methodist Episcopal church and with his 
family gives his moral and financial support to this denomination. His home is one of 
the pleasantest in the county and his family is highly esteemed. In business he is looked 
upon as a successful man, and in 1900 he had his fortunes bettered by the finding of oil 
on his place. He now has four producing wells. 
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