
E. D. McCOLLUM. 
 
E. D. McCollum is a native of the state of Indiana and has lived in this state all his life 
except the time he spent fighting his country's battles in the struggle to preserve the 
Union. He is a farmer of the progressive type, and has followed agricultural pursuits to 
the exclusion of other kinds of business. He was born in Jay county, Indiana, in 1843. He 
is the son of Daniel and Eliza Ann Davis, natives of Ohio, who came to Indiana with the 
earlier bands of immigrants who sought new homes in the new state. In 1841 his 
parents arrived in Jay county and commenced to clear and improve the land they 
secured. They lived in this county and developed their land to a satisfactory stage of 
productivity for the succeeding fourteen years, when they removed to Minnesota. 
However, they were not pleased with the prospects in the northwestern territory and in 
1861 returned to Indiana. They purchased a farm in Jay county and remained on it for 
one year, when they again went west, this time to Iowa. Two years of Iowa life sufficed 
them. They longed for the fields and scenes of Indiana, and in 1863 they moved back to 
this state, buying land in Wells county. Later the elder McCollum operated a sawmill 
and finally removed to the village of Geneva, where he and his wife lived until their 
deaths. Both parents lived exemplary lives and both were among those who had the 
very highest respect and esteem of all who knew them or came in contact with them in 
the ordinary course of business and social life. 

E. D. McCollum was born of these worthy parents in Jay county in a time when life 
meant a strenuous existence to the makers of a new state. His early life was spent on his 
father's farm, where he learned the lessons that meant much in his later life. He 
attended the schools of his immediate district and secured such educational advantages 
as the meager conditions of his time and section afforded. When large enough he 
assisted his father in the operation of the farm and when his parents went to Minnesota 
he accompanied them. He continued to live with his parents until the beginning of the 
Civil war, when he enlisted in Company K, of the Eighty-ninth Indiana Volunteer 
Infantry. He served throughout the war and was a good and faithful soldier. He saw 
much active campaigning and with the armies of the southwest fought in a number of 
important engagements. He fought in the battle at Mumfordville and Tupelo, 
Mississippi; at Meridian in the same state, and at Nashville . He was in the Red River 
expedition and saw almost continual fighting and skirmishing. Although he saw much 
actual battle, he escaped without injuries of any kind. At times his clothing was pierced 
with bullets, but he escaped unharmed. When the war closed Mr. McCollum returned 
to Indiana and purchased a farm. He cleared portions of this and reduced it to 
cultivation. He was industrious and painstaking and in a short time found that his farm 
was proving profitable.  

In 1867 Mr. McCollum was married to Miss Catherine Fritz, a daughter of George W. 
and Virginia Fritz, who were natives of Fairfield county, Ohio. This couple became the 
parents of eight children, seven of whom are still living. Those living are: Warren F., 



Lola A., Oakley, Otis, Kemp Counselor, Lizzie, Ora Marie and Leland. Charles Wilson, 
another child, is dead. 

Today Mr. McCollum is pointed out as one of the successful farmers of his 
neighborhood. His farm consists of one hundred and seventy acres, all of which, with 
the exception of fifty acres which is timbered, has been improved and is extremely 
productive. He does general farming and his crops each year are excellent and 
satisfactory. He has erected a fine and comfortable home on his place, and his barn and 
outbuildings are modern and well adapted to meet the demands of the farm. He is a 
Republican in politics and served a term of four years as a justice of the peace. One of 
his daughters is one of the two women mail carriers of the county. He is a broad-
minded man and tolerant of the opinions of others. He is public spirited and takes a 
lively and intelligent interest in the affairs of his county and state. He is respected and 
esteemed. 

Snow's History of Adams County, Indiana,John Fletcher Snow,B. F. Bowen, 
Indianapolis, IN, 1907,p. 390 (image 799). 

 

 


