
LEWIS LONG, one of the prominent citizens of Adams County, engaged in farming on 
section 16, Wabash Township, is a native of Indiana, born in Union County in 1831, his 
parents, Robert and Mary (Kyle) Long, being natives of the State of Pennsylvania, the 
father born in 1787, and the mother in 1790. The paternal grandparents of our subject 
settled in Ohio about the beginning of the nineteenth century, and in 1816 immigrated 
to Union County, Indiana, settling in Union Township, where the father died July 8, 
1855. The mother died in Ohio, February 3, 1871. They were the parents of ten children, 
six sons and four daughters. They were members of the Presbyterian church. The father 
followed the cabinet-maker's trade in early life, but later engaged in agricultural 
pursuits, entering 160 acres of land in Union County. The family was of Scotch-Irish 
origin. Lewis Long, whose name heads this sketch, grew to manhood in Union County, 
remaining on the home farm till attaining the age of twenty-two years, and in his youth 
received a common-school education. On leaving the home farm he began working at 
the carpenter's trade, which he followed till October, 1862, when he settled on his 
present farm, which had been previously purchased by his father. May 29, 1862, he was 
united in marriage to Miss Mary Blair, a native of Ireland, born in 1841, coming to 
America with a brother and sister. Eight children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Long - 
Charles (deceased), George, William, Eva, Russell, Leonidas, Daisy and Leila. Mr. Long 
is a thorough, practical farmer, and by his good management he has accumulated his 
present fine farm, which consists of 222 acres of valuable land. In politics he affiliates 
with the Democratic party. He is at present serving as justice of the peace, which office 
he has filled acceptably since October, 1880. 
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LEWIS LONG. 
A few years following the close of the war for American Independence a man who had 
followed the fortunes of the Continental arms under General Washington as a soldier 
left his home in eastern Pennsylvania and traveled to Ohio. His object was to establish a 
new home in the Northwest Territory. This soldier of Washington was James Long and 
he settled in Warren county, Ohio. He made a home and cleared a farm and in the due 
course of time became the grandfather of the subject of this sketch. James Long was 
accompanied by a boy, his son, and this boy, Robert Long, was the father of Lewis. 
Robert Long was born in 1787 and lived with his father on the Ohio farm until he grew 
up. He decided to come to Indiana, which was then a Mecca for adventurous pioneers, 
and did come in 1816. He had followed his trade of cabinet-making in Franklin, Ohio, 
but believed that he would find greater opportunities in the new country to the 
westward. When he reached Union county the pioneer found that the land was covered 
with heavy timber and was full of wild game. He moved into a customary log cabin and 
proceeded to clear the land. In time this was accomplished. About 1812 Robert Long 



was married to Miss Mary Kyle (or Ryle). Ten children were born of this union. They 
were: Sarah P., William, James, Robert K., David, Samuel, Elizabeth, Mary, Lewis and 
Martha. From this it will be seen that Lewis was the ninth child born to his parents. His 
boyhood was spent on the farm and he obtained a very meager education in the schools 
of the neighborhood. His father became a prosperous farmer and purchased other land 
in the state. Among these was a tract in Adams county that had been government 
school land. Robert Long lived a number of years in Union county and saw the county 
develop and grow. He improved his land and at his death, which occurred July 8, 1855, 
was the owner of one of the best and most highly improved tracts in the county. His 
wife survived him a number of years and her death occurred in 1871. She had moved in 
1857 to Clermont county, Ohio. 

It was to the Adams county land owned by his father that Lewis Long removed in 1862. 
He was married May 29th of that year and brought his bride to Adams county. The land 
was rough and uncleared and the task of bringing it under cultivation was a huge 
undertaking. However, by industry and close attention he succeeded in clearing the 
greater portion of the land and in making it productive. His wife, who was Miss Mary 
Blair, a daughter of Charles and Catherine (Lang) Blair, was an able assistant to her 
husband and was a fine type of a hardy, resourceful pioneer woman. She was bom in 
Ireland, but came to this country when young. Her parents never left Ireland and are 
buried there. Mr. and Mrs. Long are the parents of eight children, seven of whom are 
living. Charles, the eldest of the family, died some years ago and George B., William, 
Eva, Russell, Alonzo, Daisy and Leona are living. 

Mr. Long is the owner today of a fine farm of one hundred and thirty-five acres. The 
land is well cleared and highly improved. The buildings are modern and adequate. The 
farm is well fenced and admirably drained. The owner follows general farming and his 
crops are large and profitable. He raises stock and his cattle and Shropshire sheep and 
Poland China hogs are among the best of their breed in the county. He raises bronze 
turkeys and these domesticated birds are raised on the land where wild turkeys and 
other game were shot in the owner's early days. In addition to his farm work Mr. Long 
is an expert carpenter and has followed this trade for more than fifty years. He is a 
progressive man and one who is generally esteemed. He served for seven years as a 
justice of the peace and was a member of the Grange of his neighborhood when that 
body was in existence. His family worships at the Methodist Episcopal church and give 
this denomination their hearty and generous support. The subject was raised a 
Presbyterian, but he never affiliated with any church. He is a Democrat. 
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