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AMOS GULICK, one of the old and respected pioneers of Adams County, is a native of 
New Hampshire County, Virginia, born in the year 1824, a son of Elisha and Elizabeth 
Gulick, the father born June 29, 1784, of Scotch-Irish ancestry, and the mother born 
January 22, 1787, of German origin. His first ancestors on coming to America settled in 
the State of New Jersey, and later removed to Londoun County, Virginia, thence to 
Hampshire County, of the same State, in 1794. The grandfather of our subject was a 
soldier in the Revolutionary war, enlisting when seventeen years of age. The father of 
our subject was drafted in the war of 1812, but the war being then about over, he did 
not render any service. He was married in Hampshire County to Elizabeth Shaffer, and 
to them were born eleven children - Mary, born December 18, 1806, died September 26, 
1826; John, born November 29, 1808, married Ellen Shepherd; Elizabeth, born 
November 2, 1810, married Williaim Shrock; Hannah, born September 8, 1812, married 
Ardalis Carter; Evalina, born November 14, 1814, married David Major, and died 
August 19, 1845; Sarah, born March 10, 1817, died June 13, 1820; Harriet, born October 
4, 1819, married Joshua Major; Elisha, born January 16, 1822, married Mahala 
Archabold; Amos, born February 29, 1824, the subject of this sketch; Anna, born April 9, 
1826, died September 9, 1845, and Catherine, born May 24, 1828, married Daniel Lee. In 
1836 the parents removed to Franklin County, Ohio, where two daughters, Elizabeth 
and Hannah, had preceded them. Both parents are deceased, the father dying May 30, 
1879, and the mother April 22, 1858.  

Amos Gulick, our subject, was married January 1, 1846, to Elizabeth Acker, who was 
born September 4, 1828, her antecedents being Dutch on her father's side, and Yankee 
on her mother's side. Of the seven children born to this union only four are living - 
Samuel, born May 7, 1848, married Emma Baxter, May 1, 1871; Rosetta, born March 3, 
1855, married William Teeple, December 16, 1877; Iva Ann, born April 15, 1864, and 
Amos Wilson, born December 25, 1866, are living at home. Catherine Elizabeth was 
born November 11, 1846, married Joseph Smith, February 18, 1866, and died October 31, 
1874; Eldora, born December 21, 1858, and died April 30, 1866, and James William, born 
September 13, 1850, died July 21, 1857. Six years previous to his marriage Mr. Gulick 
visited St. Mary's Township, Adams County, where he had a deed of fifty-two acres of 
wild land, his wife also owning forty acres. He disposed of his land and he and his wife 
settled on her forty-acre tract, on which he cut the first tree, and improved it from its 
wild state, changing it into productive fields. He resided on this farm about eighteen 
years, when he removed with his family to his present homestead, which consists of 188 



acres of choice land, located about three-quarters of a mile north of St. Mary's River 
near the village of Pleasant Mills. Mr. Gulick and family have experienced many of the 
hardships and privations, as well as the pleasures of pioneer life, coming to the county 
when settlers were few and wild animals numerous. Game was then in abundance. 
Their grist was taken either to Willshire or Fort Wayne, some twenty-six miles distant, 
and occasionally corn was ground by hand. Buckwheat was frequently ground in the 
same manner, and a half bushel ground in a hand-mill was considered a good day's 
work. Occasionally a tin punched full of holes, so that one surface would be very rough, 
would be used to grate the corn by hand. Log-rolling and house-raising were frequent 
occurrences among the early settlers, and everybody considered it not only a duty but a 
pleasure to attend these gatherings. Sociability and hospitality were everywhere to be 
found, and although deprived of many of the so-called modern conveniences, there 
were nevertheless many pleasant features to the pioneer's life. Mr. Gulick and all but 
two members of his family are members of the old school Baptist church, and highly 
respected members of society. 


