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JOSEPH JOHNSON DAILEY. 
Joseph Johnson Dailey is a native of Adams county. He was born in that county March I, 1847. He is a 
son of James and Mary (Johnson) Dailey. On his mother's side he can trace his ancestry back to the 
Mavflower, when the first of the family of came to this country. His father was born at Athens, Ohio, 
in 1815, and his mother was born in Harrison county of the same state. After their marriage in Ohio 
fames and Mary Dailey migrated to Indiana.  They purchased land in Saint Mary's township and 
were among the first settlers in this part of Adams county. They lived on their farm and cultivated it 
until the death of James Dailey in 1863. Mrs. Dailey survived her husband some years and lived until 
1885. This couple were the parents of ???.  The eldest child, Nimrod, is dead, as is also Samantha, the 
eighth in point of birth. The survivors are: Davis, Mary, J. J,, Amy, Emly, Margaret, James and Easias. 
The two last named are twins. 
 
Of this family J. J. Dailey was the fourth born. He spent his early life on the family farm in Saint 
Mary's township. His life was not unlike that of the average boy raised in northeastern Indiana in the 
pioneer days. He attended the winter sessions of the schools of his neighborhood and secured as 
good an education as the times and circumstances permitted. In the months between school terms he 
assisted in the cultivation of his father's farm and under the guidance of his father became in time a 
successful and skilled agriculturist. In 1873 he decided to make a start for himself independent of his 
father, and in line with this idea he purchased his present farm in Blue Creek township. This was a 
tract of eighty acres and was splendidly located. He now owns two hundred and forty acre 
 
He chose for his wife in 1873 Miss Samantha Robinson, who was a daughter of Abram and Nancy 
(Zimmerman) Robinson. Her parents were among the old settlers of the county and were large 
landowners. Her father was a farmer and was one of the most prosperous in the county. Both of her 
parents are dead.  After his marriage Mr. Dailey set to work to clear and improve his farm. The land 
was practically virgin soil and the task of getting it under cultivation was a huge one.  However, he 
was filled with the determination to succeed, and it was not long before he had the greater portion of 
his farm under cultivation and crops being raised each year at a profit. As the years progressed he 
improved his place. He ditched it and drained it thoroughly and built substantial fences.  He 
improved the buildings that were on the farm and added to the house. He also erected a large barn, 
ninety by forty-seven feet, and built other outbuildings. In addition to cultivating the land, he raises 
stock.  His breeds of Durham cattle and Duroc swine are famous over the county and he raises good 
strains of Shropshire sheep. Altogether, his place is one of the most valuable in the county and it is 
kept along lines of modernity and the best farm practice. 
 
Apart from his business of farming he takes an interest in the affairs of his county. He is a 
Republican, but has never held office and does not aspire to any. He is a member of the Knights of 
Pythias.  Mr. and Mrs. Dailey are the parents of twelve children. These are: Elmira, Nanny, Esaias, 
Mary, Mabel, Leina and Leona (twins), Viola, Wilmia and Wildus (twins), Stanton and Stanley 
(twins). 


