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DAVID WERLING. 
 
Among the numbers of Germans who came to this county in the early decades of the 
nineteenth century were Andrew Werling and his wife, who were natives of Byron. 
They reached New York after a voyage across the Atlantic that was devoid of incident 
and pushed west. They settled for a time in Ohio, in Pomeroy county of which state 
David Werling was born in 1842. His parents lived for a time in Cincinnati and then 
made the trip to Fort Wayne, Indiana, by canal boat, a tedious method of travel, but one 
of the few available in that day. Arriving in Indiana, the Werlings looked about for a 
suitable tract of land and finally purchased eighty acres in Preble township, Adams 
county. This land was unimproved and covered with timber with the exception of 
twenty acres. The lives of members of the family that ensued were characteristic of the 
homemaking period of the new state. The older people toiled to clear the land and to 
bring it under cultivation. In time this was accomplished and the rude home and other 
buildings gave way to a modern residence, comfortable and commodious, and to 
modern barns and other necessary buildings.  

David grew to manhood on his father's farm. He obtained a meager education in such 
schools as existed in his neighborhood and developed into a sturdy, capable man. He 
assisted his father until the latter's death in 1895 and in all things was a dutiful son. 
Many of the improvements made on the paternal estate were his work.  

In 1864 David was united in marriage with Miss Augusta Bley, a daughter of Adam and 
Rosa (Sebert) Bley. Like the elder Werlings, the elder Bleys were Germans, who came to 
this country in an early day and settled in Preble township. They were farmers and 
raised their children to a farmer's life. After his marriage David Werling settled on a 
tract of land he had purchased some time before. This land was uncleared and the 
ensuing years were devoted to its improvement. He was an industrious and intelligent 
farmer and allowed nothing to interfere with his chosen work. He adopted modern 
methods and applied them skillfully, so that in a few years his place was cleared, 
improved and profitable. He lived on this original tract of land and farmed it until 1905. 
In this year he moved across the road from his old place and purchased sixty acres of 
finely improved land. On this farm he has a fine residence that is one of the most 
complete and attractive in the entire county. His barns are new and modern and his 
entire country place is at an advanced stage of fertility. In addition to his farming 
business he has found time to branch out in other lines of business. He operates a saw 
mill on his present property and a tile factory. These businesses he makes highly 
profitable. His career has taught him the lessons of business sagacity and he applies 
these lessons to the best of advantage. His enterprises are healthy ones and show 
balances on the profit side of the ledger with the close of each year of business.  



Mr. Werling is a man who is public spirited. He is in the van of all movements that are 
designed to improve the community where he lives. He was largely instrumental in 
inducing the Standard Oil Company to locate a plant on its Preble township location 
and his efforts cost him much time and money before the plant was definitely secured. 
However, since its erection it has proved a source of profit and income to himself and to 
many of his fellow residents of Preble township.  

To Mr and Mrs. Werling there were born five children: Mary, August, Albert, Charles 
and Vernon . The mother died in 1898. Mr. Werling again married in 1900 to Ida Sebert, 
by whom he has two children: Raymond and Vera. Mr. Werling has been a lifelong 
Democrat and served twelve years as supervisor and is now serving his second term as 
county commissioner. The family are stanch members of the German Lutheran church. 


