
WILLIAM T. WAGGONER. 
 
In the early decades of the nineteenth century John Lizar was known to the pioneers of northeastern 
Indiana as a mighty hunter and trapper. He took game in the very woods that later became the 
property of and the homestead of his grandson. Before he died he used to tell of the days in the 
frontier of the northwest, and of the times he hauled his grain to the old water mill at Saint Mary's. 
The grandson of this hunter and farmer is William T. Waggoner. He was born in Lexington , Richland 
county, Ohio , March 12, 1857. He is the son of Henry R. and Sarah (Lizar) Waggoner. Both of his 
parents were born in Pennsylvania , where they were married, and went to Ohio . Later, in 1855, they 
moved to Lexington , and it was here that William was born. In addition to his other business Henry 
Waggoner made wagons. He had learned this trade in his youth and followed it many years. In 1865 
he concluded to move to Indiana . Accordingly he sold his Ohio property and migrated across the 
border of the neighboring state. He settled in Blue Creek township, Adams county. His farm was 
covered with woods and was unimproved. Soon after corning to Indiana he secured work at his trade 
in the plant of the Schackley Wheel Company at Decatur. He remained with this firm until the plant 
was destroyed by an explosion in 1871. After this plant was destroyed he ran a wagon shop in Blue 
Creek township until 1893, when he removed to Berne, Adams county, where he lived a retired life. 
After his wife's death, March 10, 1S98, he gave up his residence in Berne and made his home with one 
of the other of his children until his own death, September 16, 1905. He was married twice and had 
three children by his first wife. His second wife was the mother of the subject of this sketch and bore 
her husband eight children. Henry Waggoner was a respected man and an esteemed citizen. He 
voted the Republican ticket and was a member of the Christian church. 

William Waggoner was reared on the Blue Creek township farm. He received as good an education 
as it was possible to get in the section of the state where he was brought up at that time. When he 
grew to manhood he worked at the trade of wagon-making for a time; later gave this up and devoted 
all his time to farming. He has owned his present place of ninety acres for twenty-seven years. He 
also owned forty acres in Blue Creek township for a time, but disposed of this tract in 1905. He served 
one term, from 1889 to 1893, a s postmaster of Berne . When his term was ended he returned to his 
farm in Monroe township and resumed farming. He owns one of the best improved and most 
attractive places in the township. He has put all of the improvements on the place himself and has 
built almost all of the buildings on his farm. These are modern and substantial and the farm is 
admirably fenced and drained and is at a high point of productiveness. In addition to general 
farming he raises shorthorn cattle, Berkshire hogs and Shropshire sheep. He also raises horses for the 
market and he sells numbers.  

Mr. Waggoner was married to Miss Julia A. Hedington in 1877. His wife is a daughter of Laben and 
Sarah (Daniels) Hedington, who are natives of Mount Vernon , Ohio . No children have been born to 
Mr. and Mrs. Waggoner. He is a good neighbor and a highly respected citizen. He takes an active part 
in the affairs of his community, but has not served as a public officer. He is a member of the lodge of 
Knights of Pythias at Berne and is active in promoting the welfare and prestige of this order. With his 
wife he is a member of the Christian church and subscribes heartily to the aim of this denomination). 
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