
History of Adams County, 1887 

James McCune, a prominent agriculturist of Adams County, residing on section 26, 
Monrow Township, was born in Rush County, Indiana the date for his birth being 
August 3 1840, a son of John McCUNE. When he was five years old he was brought by 
his parents to Monroe Township, Adams County, and here grew to manhood, being 
reared to agricultural pursuits of his neighborhood. He remained at home till attaining 
the age of nineteen years, when he went to Rush County and spent a year working at a 
carpenter's trade. He returned to Adams County, and engaged in farming. March 7 1860 
he married Miss Emeline Baker, a native of Indiana, born in Shelby County May 25 
1838, a daughter of Jesse and Lydia (Vance) Baker, natives of Kentucky and Ohio 
respectively, the former born in 1806 and the latter in 1811. The parents of Mrs McCune 
were married in Shelby County, Indiana, removing thence to Rush County and when 
she was a child they moved to Iowa and lived in Des Moines County about seven years. 
They then returned to Indiana, locating in Hancock County and later went to Wayne 
County, Iowa. In 1858 they came to Adams County, Indiana, settling in Monroe 
Township. In 1880 they went to Missouri,returning to Adams County two years later, 
where the father died in the fall of 1883. The mother now making her home with a 
daughter in Monroe, Adams County. They were parents of seven children, four sons 
and three daughters. After their marriage Mr and Mrs McCune settled on the farm 
where they now reside, which contains eighty acres of choice land under a fine state of 
cultivation. August 14 1862 Mr McCUNE enlisted in Company I, eighty-ninth Indiana 
Infantry, serving until July 22 1865. He was taken prisoner at the battle of 
Mundfordville, Kentucky, was paroled and sent home, and afterward exchanged. He 
rejoined his regiment at camp Morton, Indiana and afterward participated in the 
engagements at Big Blue, Missouri Pleasant Hill Louisana, Tupelo Mississippi, the tow 
day fight at Nashville Tennessee and Fort Blakely, beside other battles and skirmishes. 
He received a gunshot wound in the left arm and now draws a pension. After his 
discharge he returned to his home in Adams County where he has followed farming. 
He is quite a traveler and has visited the state of Illinois, Iowa, Nebraska, Kansas, and 
Missouri. In politics Mr McCune is a Republican and although his party is largely in the 
minority in the county, he has held several local offices, including Office of Justice of the 
Peace which position he resigned December 25 1886. He is a member of Decatur Lodge, 
No. 571, AF&AM and is also a comrade of Joh P Porter Post No 83 GAR at Geneva, 
Adams County, Indiana.  
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