
DAVID M. KERR, a prominent citizen of Adams County, engaged in farming on section 
23, Monroe Township, was born in Cumberland County, Pennsylvania January 24, 
1824. His parents, James W. and Rosanna (MeLelland) Kerr, were also natives of 
Pennsylvania, and of Scotch extraction, the father born April 20, 1797, and the mother 
born October 12, 1801. They were married June 21, 1821, and to then were born eleven 
children, six sons and five daughters. The father was a shoemaker by trade. He died in 
Indiana County, Pennsylvania, in 1846, and the mother died in the fall of 1864 in 
Crawford County, Ohio. Both were members of the Presbyterian church.  

David M. Kerr, the subject of this sketch went to Indiana County, Pennsylvanna, when 
eighteen years old, and there followed the carpenter's trade until 1850, since which time 
he has been engaged principally in farming. He was married November 14, 1851, to 
Nancy Robinson, who was born in Perry County, Pennsylvania, January 22, 1831, going 
with her parents to Crawford County, Ohio, when young, where she lived until her 
marriage.  

Of the seven children born to Mr. and Mrs. Kerr four are living - John N., William M., 
Robert B. and Irvin. Mr. Kerr has given his children good educational advantages, and 
at the present time three are engaged in teaching school in Monroe Township.  

Mr. Kerr was a soldier in the late war, enlisting in Company E, One Hundred and 
Twenty-fifth Ohio Infantry, and was in the Fourteenth Army Corps. He received a gun-
shot wound in his leg Septeniber 20, 1863, at the battle of Chickamauga, which caused 
his final discharge February 17, 1864. He then returned to his home in Crawford 
County, Ohio, and in 1865 came to Adams County, Indiana, settling on his farm in 
Monroe Township in November of that year, where he has since followed general 
farming. His first purchase was forty acres which was heavily covered with timber. His 
farm now contains eighty acres of well-improved land, which is under good cultivation. 
In polities Mr. Kerr is a Democrat, and has held local offices. He is a comrade of John P. 
Porter Post, G A. R., at Geneva. Both Mr. and Mrs. Kerr are members of the Christian 
church. 
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