
Berne Witness, Adams County, IN; Wednesday, March 17, 1948 

ELDERLY MONROE MAN SUCCUMBS EARLY TODAY 
 
Funeral Friday for Lawrence Frederick Beitler, 85 
 
Lawrence Frederick Beitler, 85, of Monroe, widely known retired farmer and harness 
maker, died at 6:50 this morning at the home of his son, Harry, in Monroe. He had been 
making his home with his son and had ailed for some time. 
 
Mr. Beitler underwent a major operation in a Fort Wayne hospital in December. He 
returned to his home but was not strong since and had been bedfast the last eight 
weeks. He suffered from harding of the arteries and complications. Members of the 
family said today flu of the bowels set in yesterday and hastened his death. 
 
Mr. Beitler had been a resident of Monroe and community all his life. After leaving the 
farm he operated a harness shop in Monroe for some time. He had resided in Monroe 
for 36 years and formerly owned the house where the son, Harry, now resides. He was 
born in Adams county May 9, 1862, the son of Samuel and Elizabeth Christener Beitler. 
He was married three times, first to Anna Baumgartner, then to Lydia Ellenberger and 
next to Susan Gerber. All three preceded him in death. 
 
Surviving are the following children, all except Harry from the first union; Clarence, 
Flora, Illinois; Mrs. Joel (Viola) Baumgartner, Decatur R. R.; Mrs. David D. (Lavina) 
Habegger, Decatur R. R.; Mrs. Cwendale [sic] (Della) Sours, Geneva; Mrs. Jack (Mary) 
Smith, Decatur; Mrs. Andrew (Lillie) Gehm, Celina, O.; Harry, Monroe, 30 
grandchildren and 46 great-grandchildren survive. 
 
A half brother, Chris Stuckey of Berne, survives. One daughter, Mrs. Thomas (Lucy) 
Johnson, preceded in death, also three brothers, John, William, and Samuel; two sisters, 
Elizabeth Ellenberger and Lena Yager and a half-brother, Fred Stuckey. 
 
Mr. Beitler was a member of the Friends Church in Monroe, where services will be held 
at 2 p.m. Friday, with the pastor, Rev. Russell Persons, officiating, assisted by Mrs. Rev. 
Lucy Sprowl, former pastor of the church. Burial will be in Spring Hill cemetery. The 
body may be viewed at the Harry Beitler home after 1:00 p.m. Thursday. 
 
Contributed by Rick Beitler 

 


