
James Eli Smith, 87, of Keystone died at 11:20 a.m. on Thursday, August 23, 2007, at Swiss Village in 
Berne. He was a lifelong farmer, first in Hamilton County, and later in Wells County where he moved 
to in 1952. He was active in many dairy farming organizations and was the Wells County SWCD 
Conservation Farmer of the Year in 1978. He had also worked for the City of Bluffton, Estey Piano 
Factory, and the County Highway Department. He was an avid gardener and attended Nottingham 
Community Church. He was born in Westfield, Hamilton County, on March 31, 1920, a son of 
William N. and Sybil A. (Inman) Smith. He was married in Hamilton County on March 14, 1942 to 
Amanda (Summer) Smith, who preceded him in death on May 17, 2001.  
 
He is survived by his children, Stephen F. Smith of Darlington, Ind., James D. (Cassy) Smith of 
Poneto, Joseph A. (Marita) Smith of Monticello, Mark S. (Patty) Smith of Paulding, Ohio, and William 
P. (Stephanie) Smith of Keystone, along with 15 grandchildren and 12 great-grandchildren. He is also 
survived by his siblings, Betty Frances Smith of Newburg, Oreg., Jean Allen (Sue) Smith of Tipton, his 
step-sister Mary Fields of Noblesville, and his step-brother Wilson (Bette) Fields of Somers Pointe, 
N.J. He was preceded in death by his sisters, Mary Joan Burton, Emma Carolynne Rickel, and his 
step-sister Emily Fields, and a brother, sister, and grandson in infancy. 
 
Jim farmed with his father until he married. Then he farmed in Hamilton County ten years where he 
set township crop production and county milk production records. Responding to the invitation of a 
good friend, Earl Powell, he considered Wells County and moved with his wife and two sons to a 
farm he bought in Nottingham Township in February 1952 after which three more sons were born. 
He continued in dairy farming, excelling in soil conservation and animal husbandry, producing a 
Gold Medal Dam recognized by the Holstein-Friesian Association of America, a national organization 
which he joined as a life member in 1948. He was involved in local, county, district, and state dairy 
associations having been a director at the state level from District IV. He was awarded the Mark 
Mansfield Memorial Indiana District IV Holstein Breeder of the Year traveling trophy. He was the 
Wells County SWCD Conservation Farmer of the Year in 1978 and he received the Goodyear 
Conservation Farmer Award in 1979.  
 
He was a member of the Indiana Historical Society for several years. He was a birthright Quaker, but, 
he made a public profession of faith at Petroleum E.U.B. Church which he joined and then became a 
Sunday school teacher and eventually was named chairman of the building committee for the 1964 
addition. He removed his membership to Grace Bible Church of Berne, IN., and became involved 
with the missionary committee only to return in a few years to Petroleum United Methodist Church 
where he continued his involvement with missionary work and a tape ministry. He did not become a 
member. Lastly, he attended Nottingham Community Church. He enjoyed gardening and growing 
flowers and providing persimmons, pawpaws and tomatoes to anyone who would accept them. 
 
Services were entrusted to Thoma/Rich, Hewitt & Chaney Funeral Home of Bluffton, Indiana.   
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