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Since 1992… 
 

Stark County Genealogical Society  
PO Box 83 
115 South Franklin 
Toulon IL 61483 
 

VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME 
 

Our Library is open:  
 Tuesdays from 2—4 and 
 Saturdays from 10—noon 
 Library is closed in Dec & Jan 
 
Regular Meetings and Programs are 
held the fourth Saturday of each 
month at 1:30 PM except in 
December and January 
============================== 
Special Memorial 
  (1948—2016) 
 
Sandy Tracy was 
very proud of her 
Stark County 
heritage. She was 
a charter member 
and life member of the Stark County 
Genealogical Society.   
 
She served in most of the offices of 
the Society. Sandy also served as 
president and treasurer of the Fulton 
County Genealogical Society.  
 
She was active in DAR chapters in 
Fulton County, Illinois, and White 
County, Tennessee. She is fondly 
remembered for her passion for 
genealogy and for her generosity in 
helping friends and patrons research 
their family trees. She loved her rural 
family cemetery, Sheets Cemetery in 
Essex Township.  
 
Finally, Sandy appreciated that her 
husband Tom embraced the time 
that she spent on her genealogy 
hobby. 
============================== 

President 
Sharon Perkins 
7885 W Osceola Rd 
Neponset, IL 61345 
Ph: 309-853-4545 
larshar63@gmail.com  
 
Vice-president 
Donald Schmidt 
302 W Prairie Ave 
Toulon, IL 61483 
Ph: 309-2863104 
Skylark64@mchsi.com  
 
Secretary 
Barbra Kraklow 
5230 Township Road 650 E 
Toulon, IL 61483 
Ph: 309-286-7270 
albarb@nbsmail.net  
 
Treasurer 
Margaret Blakey 
114 W Prairie 
Toulon, IL 61483 
Ph: 309-286-3142 
Margaret.blakey@mchsi.com  
 
Quarterly 
Janet Turnbull 
217 S Union St 
Toulon, IL 61483 
Ph: 309-286-3201 
turnbulljanet@yahoo.com  
 
Membership 
Karen Steward 
11729 State Rte 91 
Toulon, IL 61483 
Ph: ksteward@nbsmail.net  
 
Librarian 
Margaret Cantwell 
312 E Greenwood St 
Toulon, IL 61483 
Ph: 309-286-5861 
Heylady2@mchsi.com  
 

Directors: 
Roger Engstrom 
6941 Township Rd 1450 N 
Toulon, IL 61483 
Ph: 309-896-3041 
Rognliz25@gmail.com   
 
 
Roselyn Ham 
427 S Whitaker 
Toulon, IL 61483 
Ph: 309-286-6081 
Rozham1@mediacombb.net  
 
 
Betty Franklin 
S Henderson St, PO Box 217 
Toulon, IL 61483  
Ph: 309-286-5171 
 
 
Joyce Dison 
622 Dwight St, 
Kewanee, IL, 61443 
Ph: 309-540-5074 
jimmiejodiso@yahoo.co  
 
 
Marian Purtscher 
213 South St 
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Ph: 309-897-8182 
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Hello from Sharon 
Courthouse Square 
October 27, 2018 
 
 
Today marks the 
160th anniversary of 
the visit of Abraham 
Lincoln to Stark 
County and our Stark County 
Genealogical Society (SCGS) has 
endeavored to replicate and update 
the event.  
 
This memorial booklet has three 
purposes—to describe Lincoln’s visit, 
to highlight today’s events and to 
thank the many people that have 
contributed to these efforts.   
 
This year also marks the 200th 
anniversary of when Illinois became 
the 21st State in our union in 1818. 
Earlier this year our SCGS board 
decided that recreating Lincoln’s visit 
was the most appropriate and 
suitable way of celebrating our 
State’s Bicentennial.  Don Schmidt, a 
noted local historian and Vice 
President of our society, contacted 
the Illinois State Historical Society 
(ISHS) concerning a historical marker 
to correct the errors on our Pioneer 
Monument in front of our 
Courthouse. 
 
Subsequently, the ISHS, approved a 
historical marker to highlight the 
historical significance of our Stark 
County Courthouse and Lincoln’s 
visit.  We were urged to secure a 
Master Carver to correct the date 
errors on our Pioneer Monument and 
plan a celebration to remind our 
community of our history.   
 
After the SCGS Board secured the 
funding for the marker and the 
rework of the monument, the Stark 
County Board issued a Proclamation 
declaring Saturday, October 27, 2018 
as Lincoln Day in Stark County and 
passed a resolution authorizing the 
SCGS to correct the dates on the 
Pioneer Monument.    
  
 

Lincoln enters 1858 
Campaign   
 
On June 16, 1858, more than 1,000 
delegates met in the statehouse in 
Springfield for the Republican State 
Convention and chose Abraham 
Lincoln as their candidate for the 
United States Senate.  This was the 
first time in Illinois history that a 
major political party had nominated a 
candidate before the legislative 
elections.  At the time, and until 1913, 
US Senators were not elected by the 
people but by their representatives in 
the state legislatures.   
 
That evening, Lincoln accepted the 
nomination and delivered his House 
Divided speech:   
 

Mr. President and Gentlemen of 
the Convention. 
 
If we could first know where we 
are, and whither we are tending, 
we could then better judge what 
to do, and how to do it.   
 
We are now far into the fifth year, 
since a policy was initiated, with 
the avowed object, and confident 
promise of putting an end to 
slavery agitation.  Under the 
operation of that policy, that 
agitation has not only, not ceased, 
but has constantly augmented.  In 
my opinion, it will not cease, until 
a crisis shall have been reached, 
and passed.   
 
A house divided against itself 
cannot stand. 
 
I believe this government cannot 
endure, permanently half slave 
and half free.  I do not expect the 
Union to be dissolved—but I do 
expect it will cease to be divided.   
 
It will become all one thing or all 
the other.   
 

This set the tone for the campaign 
and Douglas immediately jumped on 
it and stayed on it throughout the 
campaign.  This eventually led to a 

series of debates that focused almost 
exclusively on the national issue of 
slavery and catapulted Lincoln to 
national prominence.  Historians 
believe the debates and the Election 
Campaign of 1858 destroyed any real 
chance that Douglas had to become 
President and almost guaranteed that 
Lincoln would gain the Republican 
nomination for President in 1860. 
 
 
 
Lincoln in 1857 by Alexander Hesler 
from the Library of Congress. 
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Floyd Ham 
 
Amateur local  
historian and 
genealogist 
 
 
 
Floyd is the author of this souvenir 
program of Lincoln Day in Stark 
County.  Today’s parade, program and 
historical marker dedication are a 
direct result of Floyd’s outstanding 
body of research on Lincoln’s 
appearance here in 1858. 
 
Floyd is a Toulon native, a Vietnam 
veteran, a graduate of Bradley 
University, and retiree from 
Caterpillar.  In his work at Caterpillar, 
he audited the work processes and 
quality control procedures of Cat’s 
suppliers all over the world.   
 
Since retiring from Caterpillar, Floyd 
has been interested in Stark County 
history and genealogy.  Among other 
interests, he has collected 
information on more than 1200 Civil 
War soldiers associated with Stark 
County.  
 
Floyd’s major achievement in 
conjunction with the SCGS is the 
research that he did to define with 
absolute certainty the date when 
Abraham Lincoln appeared in Toulon.   
 
Lincoln biographers and state 
historians had gotten the date wrong.  
Not only did Floyd have to prove that 
Lincoln was in Toulon on October 27, 
1858, but he also had to prove that 
Lincoln was not in Vermont, Fulton 
County, Illinois, on that date  
 
He carefully documented and 
organized his discoveries and was 
able to convince historians at the 
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library 
to correct the date in the official day-
to-day time log of Lincoln’s activities. 
DDShmidt 
 

Big Deal        
 
The visits of Lincoln and Douglas near 
the end the most famous Senatorial 
Campaign in the history of the United 
States was an exciting time for the 
citizens of Stark County.   
 
Many historians believe that the 
campaign, although ending in the 
reelection of Douglas to his third 
term in the US Senate, ended all 
possible hope he had of ever 
becoming President.  
 
And without doubt, it brought Lincoln 
and the newly established Republican 
Party to the nation’s attention.   
 
The campaign of 1858 was followed 
as no other Senatorial or Presidential 
campaign heretofore.  Utilizing 
dedicated traveling recorders, the 
state’s rail network and the all new 
national wire service, the Associated 
Press, every word was available 
nationally within 48 hours.  
 
Their appearance here was unlike any 
other in the history of Stark County 
but exactly like all the other campaign 
events in the fall of 1858.    
 
Parades of extraordinary length, 
excitement and scope, huge crowds 
and public involvement, welcomes 
and retorts, speeches and 
mannerisms—all were chronicled and 
remembered for decades as no other 
event in the history of Stark County. 
 
James A Nowlan, of Toulon, and 
William R Sandham, of Wyoming 
wrote that public interest was at a 
fever heat.  The whole state, indeed 
the whole country, was ablaze with 
political excitement—the white heat 
engendered by the friction in Kansas 
between the “Free State” men and 
the “Border Ruffians” had not yet 
cooled down. 
 
The speeches of Lincoln and Douglas 
were widely reported—recorded 
verbatim and published across the 
state and nation almost instantly.   
 

Newspapers chose sides and declared 
their support for their candidate.  The 
coverage was brutal.     

 
Two principal Douglas mouthpieces:   

Chicago Times  
 Illinois State Register 
Two Principal Lincoln papers: 
 Illinois State Journal 
 Chicago Daily Press and Tribune 
 
Also, each candidate hired their own 
shorthand reporters to get the word 
out and protect the record.  Douglas 
shorthand reporters included James B 
Sheridan and Henry Binmore; Lincoln 
shorthand reporters included  
Robert R Hitt and Horace White. 
 
 Each article described in great detail 
the arrival of Lincoln or Douglas, the 
direction from which they came, who 
met them, where they met, how they 
entered town, where they rested pre-
speech or debate, who attended and 
how they arrived, the number of 
bands, girls on horseback, flowers, 
banners, attendance, weather and 
exactly what was said.  But no 
mention of where they went next.   
 
Unfortunately, the passage of time 
has resulted in the loss of many of 
these old newspapers, particularly 
those printed in the smallest of 
venues—such as Toulon and 
Kewanee.   Much has been lost! 
 
In Stark County, 25 separate 
newspaper titles were identified as 
published in or for Stark County.  
However only the Stark County News 
and the Prairie Advocate have issues 
dating back to 1858. 
 
For the Stark County News, there are 
only two issues remaining from 1858 
and they are dated January 14 and 21 
and can be found at the Abraham 
Lincoln Presidential Library.  For the 
Prairie Advocate, there are none. 
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The Debates & Crowds  
 
The campaign was primarily known 
for the Lincoln—Douglas Debates.  
And slavery and all its political 
components were the focus and the 
essence of the debates.    
 

 
Douglas believed and argued that the 
nation could remain and would 
always have free and slave states. 
 
Lincoln believed the nation was 
destined to be either slave or free but 
not both.   
 
Lincoln’s campaign began in 
Springfield June 16, 1858 with what 
has become known as his house 
divided speech.  Douglas began his 
campaign in Chicago on July 9, 1858.   
 
The debates Articulated the issue of 
slavery: 
 LeCompton Constitution 
 Kansas Nebraska Bill of 1854 
 Compromise of 1850 
 Dred Scott Decision of 1857 
 

By the time, Lincoln and Douglas 
came to Stark County, the famous 
debates were history—they had 
begun in Ottawa on August 15 and 
ended in Alton on October 15.  The 
crowds were large, the state and 
national press coverage was 
groundbreaking and nearly 
instantaneous and comprehensive.   
 
Debate crowds:  
Ottawa 10,000-20,000 Aug 21 
Quincy 10,000-15,000 Oct 13 
Charlestown  12,000 Sep 18 
Freeport 15,000 Aug 27 
Alton 6,000 Aug 15 
Jonesboro 1,400 Sep 15 
Galesburg 15,000-20,000 Oct 7 
 
Township Populations in 1860: 
Galesburg per US Census was 5,268 
yet 15,000 to 20,000 attended. 
 
Ottawa per US Census was 6,580 yet 
10,000 to 20,000 attended. 
 
Freeport per US Census was only 
5,416 yet 15,000 attended. 
 
Charlestown per US Census was only 
2,218 yet 12,000 were in attendance. 
 
The Canvass of 1858 was long and 
grueling and was nearly over. 
 
Note: Townships are generally 36 
square miles and are 6 miles to a side. 
 
 
 

Flag Fast Facts 
  
Illinois became the 21st state in 1818 
during the westward expansion after 
the War of 1812.  Its addition 
necessitated a change in our flag.   
 
On June 14, 1777, to establish an 
official flag for the new nation, the 
Continental Congress passed the first 
Flag Act: "Resolved, that the flag of 
the United States be made of thirteen 
stripes, alternate red and white; that 
the union be thirteen stars, white in a 
blue field, representing a new 
Constellation." 
 
In 1794, Congress directed the flag be 
15 stripes and 15 stars.  In 1818, 
Congress enacted a new law to 
provide for the original 13 stripes 
again but with a new star for every 
state to be added on July 4, following 
its admission as a state.   
 
Shown here is the flag after Illinois 
became a state: 

 
 
21 Star U.S. Flag, 1819—1820  
This Flag became the Official United 
States Flag on July 4,1819. A star was 
added for the admission 
of Illinois (December 3rd, 1818) and 
was to last for just one year.  The only 
President to serve under this flag was 
James Monroe (1817-1825).   
 
Incidentally, many residents of Stark 
and surrounding counties own 
property that was originally part of 
the millions of acres of land known as 
the Military Tract that were set aside 
by Congress to “pay” veterans of the 
War of 1812 for their services.  Hence, 
many here can trace the history of 
ownership of their property back to a 
“warrant” signed by President 
Monroe giving “first ownership” to 
one of these veterans.  

  

* * * * * * * * * ****** ****** 
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Douglas 
Comes to 
Stark 
County 
 
 
 
Stephen A. Douglas (1813-1861) was 
born in Vermont, studied law in New 
York but came to Illinois in 1833 to 
teach and finish his law studies.   
 
His rise to the top of the Democracy 
was nothing less than meteoric.  He 
was appointed Illinois State Attorney-
General in 1834.  He was elected to 
the Illinois State Legislature in 1835, 
elected Illinois Secretary of State in 
1840, and Judge of the Illinois 
Supreme Court in 1841.  In 1846 and 
again in 1852, he was elected US 
Senator.   
 
He was only 5 foot 4 inches tall and 
slightly rotund but often described as 
capable of commanding a room, be it 
in the country or the national capital.  
His biographer described his head as 
massive with a high forehead.  His 
eyes were large and deeply set and of 
the darkest most brilliant blue.  He 
had a square chin, dimples and was 
always cleanly shaving.  He also had 
small white ears, hands and feet but 
had a full chest and broad shoulders.    
 
Cramer Wesley Brown, who heard 
Douglas in Toulon, described Douglas 
as short, fat and ruddy-faced and 
"wheezy."  He was polished in dress 
and manner and spoke with great 
deliberation, although it required 
considerable effort to make himself 
heard. 
 
He was called “The Little Giant” 
because his sharp tongue in debate 
and his legislative accomplishments.  
In 1850, as Chairman of the US Senate 
Committee on Territories, he was 
responsible for the Compromise of 
1850 and the Kansas-Nebraska Act 
which led to an expansion of slavery 
under his doctrine of “Popular 
Sovereignty.”  Historians believe this 
led to the founding of the Republican 

Party and the eventual challenge of 
Lincoln for the Senator’s seat in 
Congress.   
 
Douglas arrived on October 26 as per 
his published schedule that had been 
set in Springfield with members of the 
Illinois State Democratic Committee 
between July 18 and July 24, 1858 and 
subsequently published in the 
Chicago Times dated July 28.   
 
He rode into town at the head of a 
two-mile long parade had lunch at B A 
Hall’s hotel, met distinguished guests, 
and gave his speech to very large and 
enthusiastic crowd.   
 
George Riley Hall recalled that  
Democrats became impressed with 
the fact that the "Little Giant" was 
most popular with the ladies at least. 
 
He was met by a procession headed 
by Dr. Thomas Hall, Benj. Turner, 
Judge Ogle, General Thomas, and 
other prominent democrats of those 
days, who escorted him into town 
where Martin Shallenberger hosted a 
lunch at the Rose Hotel kept by B. A. 
Hall.  This was a brick building that 
occupied the lot at the corner of Main 
and Franklin streets where the State 
Bank now stands.  It was so named by 
William Rose, a former landlord. 
 
After his appearance here, Douglas 
rested the following day in Kewanee, 
then went to Geneseo on the 28th and 
Rock Island the day after.  Douglas 
reached Chicago by Saturday night, 
October 31, extremely fatigued, but 
still addressed a rather large crowd on 
Sunday night before the election on 
Tuesday, November 2.   
 
Douglas traveled 5,000 miles in 100 
days; visited 54 towns/cities and 
made impromptu speeches at 
another 20 stops along the way.  He 
spent $50,000 and much of his travel 
was via a special train with a 12-
pound cannon mounted on a flatcar 
that he would fire off announcing his 
entrance into town.  
 
However, with no trains in Stark 
County in 1858 and none in Toulon 

until 1871; Douglas was forced to use 
the “old-fashioned” method of 
conveyance into Toulon—an open 
carriage.  
 
Douglas had begun his campaign in 
Chicago on July 9 with 30,000 plus 
cheering fans after returning to 
Chicago from his duties as the sitting 
US Senator from Illinois shortly after 
the Senate adjourned.  The 35th US 
Congress was in regular session from 
December 7, 1857 to June 14, 1858.   
 
Lincoln was in attendance and on the 
following day, he gave an “answer” 
and the campaign was joined.  
Lincoln’s crowd was described as 
about a fourth smaller than that of 
the Douglas crowd but felt to be 
much more enthusiastic and raucous. 
 
Douglas’s speeches at his regular 
appointments averaged about two 
hours and a half each; except those at 
the joint discussions, where the time 
was limited to one hour and a half.     
   
In the beginning, Lincoln shadowed 
Douglas to Bloomington, Atlanta and 
Springfield; taking advantage of the 
larger crowds that Douglas drew in 
the early days of the campaign.  
Douglas and the Democratic Central 
Committee had set his schedule for 
the entire campaign by July 24 which 
was published throughout the state 
by July 28.  
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Lincoln 
Comes to 
Stark 
County  
 
 
Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865) was 
born in Kentucky, moved with his 
family to Indiana at a young age and 
to Illinois as a young adult.  He was 
self-taught and a hard worker. He 
worked as a boatman, store clerk, 
surveyor, postmaster and lawyer.  He 
served in the Illinois Militia during the 
Blackhawk War and was elected a 
Captain.      
 
His first foray in politics was in 1832 
when he lost his bid for the Illinois 
statehouse.  However, he won in 1834 
and was reelected in 1836, 1838, 
1840 and 1844.  He was also elected 
to the United States Congress in 1846 
before losing the 1856 and 1858 
Senatorial Elections. 
 
Lincoln came to Toulon after he had 
traveled nearly 4,359 miles in 100 
days, appeared in 46 Cites or Towns 
by schedule as well as dozens more 
along the way, and 7 joint debates.  
(3,400 miles by train, 350 by boat and 
600 by carriage)  
 
Lincoln came by open carriage from 
Kewanee.  He had been in Vermont in 

Fulton County Illinois on the October 
26, then took the early morning train 
from Macomb to Kewanee where 
service had begun in 1854.   
 
The Republicans of the county under 
the leadership of Thomas Henderson, 
Oliver Whitaker, Miles A. Fuller, 
Capt. [Sylvester F.] Otman and 
others, made great preparations to 
receive their distinguished candidate.   
 
“He was met several miles out of 
town by a procession with music, 
banners, and floats representing 
"Honest Abe, the rail-splitter," etc.  
He was escorted to the public-square 
and spoke from a high platform.   
 
Joseph Warbasse recalled his trip to 
Toulon from West Jersey to see 
Lincoln.  He walked seven miles cross 
country and described a great 
outpouring of people at the rally.  He 
claimed that seven miles was then 
nothing to me.  On one occasion I 
went on foot to a point in Knox 
county, adjoining, fourteen miles up 
Walnut Creek, carrying a heavy rifle, 
returning the same day.  Warbasse 
stated that Lincoln did not appear 
quite so fatigued as Douglas.  
 
Nowlan and Sandham stated that 
Lincoln spoke with impassioned 
eloquence.  
 

Lincoln was 6 foot 4 inches tall and he 
towered over Douglas by a foot.  He 
weighed about 180 pounds and had 
long, gangling limbs and a rather 
sunken chest.  He had coarse black 
unruly hair and a small scar over his 
right eye from a fight with a gang of 
thieves in 1828 in New Orleans while 
Lincoln was working as a boatman.   
 
Cramer Wesley Brown described 
Lincoln as tall, angular, and thin of 
flesh.  His voice was strong, he spoke 
rapidly and with much earnestness, 
and when his homely sallow face 
lighted up with the inspiration of his 
subject he became strikingly 
magnetic, his hearers hanging 
breathless on every word.” 
 
George Riley Hall described an 
incident as Lincoln finished his 
speech; Amos Gill was among the 
many that rushed the platform to 
shake Lincoln’s hand because he had 
held no public reception.  Gill was 
surprised and amused when in his 
hand Lincoln had left a small knife.   
Said Lincoln: "My friend, that knife 
was presented to me with directions 
to give it to any one I might find 
homelier than myself."  Gill thanked 
him.  
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By the time the candidates came to Toulon, they had traversed the state; but only where deemed competitive.   
 
The northern counties were solidly Whig (assumed to be Republican) and the southern counties were solidly democratic.  
 
One should also note how close the appointments of both candidates were to the railroads at the time.   
 
It was west central Illinois where the contest was ferocious. 
 
The maps shown here and the miles and modes of travel of the candidates were downloaded from the website of The Abraham 
Lincoln Historical Digitization Project, Founders Memorial Library, Northern Illinois University, DeKalb, Illinois; 2002; downloaded 
March 2, 2011  
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Stark County for Lincoln: 
 
Even before Lincoln campaigned in 
Stark County for the US Senate seat 
held by Judge Stephen A Douglas; the 
Republicans had done well.  The 
Republican Party was formed in 1854 
from remnants of the disintegrating 
Whigs, former Free Soilers and others 
that grew to oppose the Kansas-
Nebraska Act which repealed the 
Missouri Compromise of 1820 that 
had kept slavery out of Kansas.  
Douglas had fashioned the act based 
on “popular sovereignty” allowing 
Kansas to decide slavery on its own 
but the northern states and Illinois 
saw any expansion of slavery as evil.    
 
By the November 1856 elections, 
Illinois had shifted away from the 
democrats and in the north was 
solidly Republican.  The vote in Stark 
County was overwhelmingly 
Republican: 
 

President: 
Buchanan, Democrat, 353;  
Fremont, Republican, 718;  
Filmore, American1, 152.   
 

Governor: 
Wm. A. Richardson, Dem, 352;  
Wm. H. Bissell, Republic, 747;  
Buckner S. Morris, Am, 128.   
 

Lt. Governor:  
R. J. Hamilton, Democrat, 356;  
John Wood, Republican, 749;  
Parmenas Bond, Am, 128.   
 

State Secretary: 
Wm. H. Snyder, Democrat, 357;  
Ozias M. Hatch, Republican, 744;  
Wm. H. Young, Am, 128.   
 

Auditor: 
Samuel K. Casey, Democrat, 350;  
Jesse K. Dubois, Republican, 744.   

State Treasurer:  
John Moore, Democrat, 357;  
James Miller, Republican, 870.   

Supt of Instruction:  
J. H. S. Mathews, Democrat, 355;  
Wm. H. Powell, Republican, 744; 
Ezra Jenkins, American, 128.   
 

Congress:  
James W. Davidson, Dem, 465  
Wm Kellogg, Republican, 757 
   

State Senate:  
John Dickson, Democrat, 430;  
T. J. Henderson, Republican, 707.   

                                                                 
1 American Party was commonly known as the 
Know Nothing Party 

 
Representative: 

Wm S. Moss, Democrat, 339;  
M. Shallenberger, Democrat, 458  
John T. Lindsay, Republican, 747  
Calvin Eastman, Republican, 720.   
 

Circuit Judge:  
Elihu N. Powell, Republican, 786;  
Amos Merriman, Democrat, 80.   
 

States Attorney: 
Joseph W. Parker, Democrat, 406  
Alexander McCoy, Rep, 700   
 

Sheriff:  
William Lowman, Democrat, 588;  
Henry Breese, Republican, 615.   
 

Clerk: 
Jefferson Winn, Republican, 807;  
Milton Dwire, Democrat, 406.   

 
 
 

In 1858, the Republicans again swept 
Stark County: 
 
State Treasurer: 
James Miller, Republican, 933;  
Wm. F. Fondey, Democrat, 589;  
John Dougherty, Democrat, 2.  
 
Superintendent Instruction: 
Newton Bateman, Rep, 933:  
August C. French, Democrat, 588;  
John Reynolds, Democrat, 2.   
 
Congress:  
Wm. Kellogg, Republican, 929; 
James W. Davidson, Dem, 584;  
Jacob Gale, Democrat, 8.  
 
Representative:  
Thomas C. Moore, Rep, 930; 
Myrtle G. Brace, Rep, 930;  
Jacob Jamison, Democrat, 585;  
Ebon C. Ingersoll, Democrat, 583;  
Mathew McReynolds, Dem, 6;  
Wash. Corrington, Democrat, 4.   
 
Sheriff: 
Oliver P. Emery, Republican, 543;  
Mark Blanchard, Democrat, 511;  
Benj. F. Fuller, Independent, 408.   
 
Coroner:  
Benj. L. Hilliard, Republican, 930;  
Henry M. Hall, Democrat, 588. 
  

17th Amendment 
 
Although Lincoln and Douglas 
campaigned very hard to be our 
Senator from Illinois, we must 
remember that it was not until the 
passage of the 17th Amendment in 
1913 that the people voted directly 
for Congressional Representatives or 
Senators.  
 
Hence, after Lincoln’s appearance in 
Stark County, the Illinois Legislature 
voted for Douglas to retain his Senate 
seat with the following result: 
 
Douglas  54 
Lincoln 46  
 
This clipping from the Peoria Daily 
Transcript of October 14, 1858 notes 
the candidates for the Illinois 
Legislature that the citizens of Stark 
County actually could vote for from 
the Republican Party.  

 
From Stark County, the winners are 
shown in the previous column—
Kellogg and Brace.  
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Stark County Courthouse 
  
Stark County has had only two 
Courthouses—both at the same 
location.  The first Courthouse was a 
wooden frame structure built by 
Deacon Mott, a Mormon from Galva, 
and was completed in January 1843.  
It subsequently became a livery stable 
on the Old Virginia House lot at the 
corner of Main and Miller Streets 
when the new and present Brick 
Courthouse was built in 1856.   
 
For many years, both Courthouses 
served multiple purposes; they were 
used as schools, churches and 
meeting places for social 
organizations.  Community 
celebrations and special events of all 
kinds were held within the 
courthouse and on the grounds.  
 
This working 19th century courthouse 
is one of a handful in Illinois that 
hosted Lincoln either as a circuit 
riding lawyer or candidate for 
elective office. An excellent example 
of Greek Revival architecture, its 
four, massive, two-story Doric 
columns rise to a majestic cupola, a 
symbol of democracy visible for 
miles on the early Illinois prairie. The 
building was completed at a cost of 
$10,890 just eight months before 
Lincoln’s visit.  
 
Illinois circuit courts are 
state courts of the U.S. state 
of Illinois. They are trial courts of 
original jurisdiction.   Originally, there 
were only three circuits in Illinois; 
today there are 24 judicial circuits in 
the state, each comprising one or 
more of Illinois' 102 counties. 
 
Abraham Lincoln’s practice as a 
lawyer was centered in Springfield. 
However, between 1837 and 1858 
Lincoln spent much of his time riding 
the Eighth Judicial Circuit.  At first, 
Lincoln only rode part of the circuit 
covering counties adjacent to 
Springfield. And this he only did part- 
time. By 1843, Lincoln started 
traveling the entire circuit covering 

14 counties and extending over 440 
miles round trip.  
 
Mr. Lincoln would travel this route 
together with one or two other 
lawyers and a judge. They would do 
this twice a year in spring and fall for 
about 10 weeks depending on the 
number of cases that needed to be 
tried. They might stay in a town for a 
few days or a week or two, depending 
upon the types and numbers of cases.  
 
Traveling in the mid-1800s was not 
easy because there were few 
developed roads. Lincoln and his 
companions had to travel by 
horseback or horse and buggy. Roads 
were often muddy and rutted 
especially in the rainy seasons. There 
were no bridges over streams and 
rivers, so fording a swollen stream 
could be very tricky. 
 
When Lincoln did represent a client, it 
was usually for cases involving 
property disputes, debts, slander, 
divorces, and occasionally criminal 
cases.  
 
Lincoln was a low- key but very 
effective speaker.  He frequently used 
jokes and anecdotes to get his point 
across and his use of logic and 
reasoning was insightful and 
convincing with jurors.  
 
Even though Lincoln had not attended 
a formal law school, he displayed 
great mastery of legal proceedings 
and the process of legal argument. 
Lincoln would carefully build his cases 
giving in to certain points made by 
opposing attorney; but producing a 
convincing argument at the end that 
might clinch the case in his favor. 
 
Lincoln’s outward appearance 
seemed to contradict his skill as a 
lawyer. He was distinctively odd in 
appearance. He was extremely tall 
and thin, although his thinness 
concealed great physical strength. He 
was “casual” about his clothes, 
wearing an old coat, pants that were 
often too short, and sometimes a 
gray shawl fastened by a big safety 

pin. His hair was unruly and often 
disheveled.  
 
 
People would flock to town when 
court was in session, because they 
were eager to experience the high 
drama of the courtroom and because 
they loved to hear Lincoln’s stories 
and jokes. After court, the evening’s 
entertainment might be a horse race, 
gambling, or a wrestling match. But 
everyone’s favorite entertainment 
was storytelling and Abraham Lincoln 
was one of the very best storytellers. 
He usually had everyone including 
judge, jurors, attorney, witnesses, 
farmers and merchants whooping and 
hollering with laughter. Lincoln’s wit 
and sense of humor were widely 
known, and people would come from 
miles around to hear him.  
 
In Lincoln’s time, accommodations for 
travelers were limited. He would try 
to stay with one of the wealthier 
members of a town, but often ended 
up staying, along with his colleagues, 
at one of the primitive inns or 
taverns that might be available. By 
our standards, conditions were 
usually crude and uncomfortable.  
 
There might be as many as twenty 
people sleeping in a room. Usually, 
there were two or three persons to a 
bed if one was lucky enough to find a 
bed.  
 
Although Lincoln did not come to 
Stark County in the capacity of a 
lawyer; the accounts of the rigors of 
the circuit were typical throughout 
the state and no different in Stark 
County.   Courthouses were the very 
center of a community and all its 
activities.  And twice a year, the 
lawyers, the judge and those involved 
in a case were the stars of real-life 
drama by day and storytellers and 
entertainers by night.    
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“Lincoln Day in Stark County” Donations – Thank You 

 
 
The Stark County Genealogical Society 
wishes to thank the many generous 
people and companies that have made 
this event possible.  Our solicitation letter 
in June sought funds to cover the costs:  
 

1) To purchase a new historical 
marker from the Illinois State 
Historical Society 
  

2) To hire a master carver to 
correct our Pioneer Monument 

 
3) To plan, publicize & host a 

celebration to memorialize the 
visits of Douglas and Lincoln  
 

We asked for donors to consider giving $1 
for each of the 200 years since Illinois 
became a state and we asked that 
donations be advanced as soon as 
possible so that contracts could be 
negotiated and approved. 
 
As promised, those that gave at specific 
thresholds are hereby recognized and 
thanked for making this day possible.  

 
 

Lincoln Patrons  
($1,000 or more) 

 
Anonymous 
Rumbold & Kuhn, Inc. 
State Bank of Toulon 
Weiss-Ham Family Foundation (Eldon 

Ham, Nan Weiss-Ham, Carla Ham, 
Brandon Ham) 

Floyd & Roselyn Ham 
Rita Kress 
James D. Nowlan 
James D. Owens (In memory of the James 

& Rosemary Owens family) 
Tom Tracy (In honor of J. Sandy Tracy) 
Ron Wallace 
Aleda Wright, Mary Wright Hodge and 

Joel Wright Jr. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Before Correction…. 

 

 
Lincoln Benefactor  

($500 — $999)  
 
Caterpillar Inc. 
Leezer Agency 
Lauri & Jim Gartner 
Jeff & Stacy Gehrig 
Tom & Barbara McDonald 
Robert & Julie Mueller 
Linda Naughtin & Stephen R. Gerard (To 

honor Ralph & Marguerite Gerard) 
Bob Price & Judy Nowlan 
David & Lynne Roark 
Mike & Pat Stahl 
Craig & Alice Webster 
 
 

Friend of Lincoln 
($200 — $499) 

 
The Cover Law Group 
Haskell-Hott Funeral Homes 
Loncka Graphics 
The Rennick Law Firm 
Toulon Civic Association 
Janet Johnson Memorial (In memory of 

Janet Johnson) 
Mark Addis 
Harry & Alice Allen 
Robert & Sue Anderson 
Michael Baumann & Darlene Oertley 
Glenn Beall 
Matthew & Kris Bennett 
Mike & Debra Bigger 
Deborah Bleger 
Ken & Roberta Brady 
Marilyn & Dale Bugbee 
Mary Lee Corrin 
John Cover 
Rodney & Sharon Dienst 
Jimmie & Joyce Dison 
Ken Dison 
Harriet Drake 
Brian & Marilyn Ely 
Harold & Barb DeWolfe Ely 
Roger & Liz Engstrom 
Nancy Erisman 
Jon Fate 
Carole Gibbs 
Jim & Mary Gill 
Ann & George Guzzardo 
Lee Hager 
Roger & Mary Hawk 
Ron & Sue Herridge 
Clarence & Raylene Hodges 
Sarah & Steve Leonard 
Tom & Coleen Magnussen 
Margaret Malamphy 
Tom & Sheila McMahill 
Chris & Carolyn McMillen 

 
 
Joyce Mercer 
Doug & Sandy Milby 
Raymond & Dorothy Morrissey 
Robin & Lorrie Nowlan 
Donald Oliver 
Robert & JoAnn Palmer 
Sharon & Larry Perkins 
Mark Phillips 
Thomas Pratt 
Marian Purtscher 
Steve & Jan Sams 
Don & Bonnie Schmidt 
Dorothy Schmidt 
Lynn & Henry Spellman 

Karen & Gary Steward 
Betty Sullivan 
Gregory V. Sullivan 
Henry Waldinger 
Oliver & Marcine Wilson 
William & Barbara Winans 
Randall & Karen Witter 
 
 

Special Mention--Gifts in Kind 
 

Loncka Graphics 
The Prairie News 
B & B Printing 
Kewanee Star*Courier 
State Bank of Toulon 

 
 
 
Note:  We received many additional 
donations for which we are equally 
grateful, but they were too numerous 
to mention. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After Correction…. 
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Oldest known photograph of our courthouse 
 

 
(Scanned from an ambrotype in the archives at the Stark County Historical Society (SCHS); dated Circa 1858) 

 
Senator Stephen A. Douglas and 
candidate Abraham Lincoln spoke 
outside the courthouse when it had 
been open for county legal business 
less than nine months. 
 
The brick building in the left 
foreground is on the southwest 
corner of Main and Franklin Streets.  
In 1858, it was the hotel kept by B. A. 
Hall in which Senator Stephen A 
Douglas enjoyed a reception before 
his speech at the courthouse on 
October 26.  
  
The historic photo is a precious 
artifact from the SCHS collection.  It 

was identified as an ambrotype by 
experts at the Campbell Center for 
Historic Preservation Studies in Mt. 
Carroll, Illinois. 
 
Ambrotypes were developed in 1851 
and are positive photographs on glass 
with a black backing.  They replaced 
Daguerreotypes, which were 
invented in 1839 by Louis Daguerre 
and were the earliest photographic 
process.    
 
Ambrotypes did not have the bright 
mirror-like metallic surface which 
made daguerreotypes difficult to 
view without reflections.  Also, 

daguerreotype images cannot be 
seen when held at an angle and were 
both expensive to make and to own.     
 
However, like daguerreotypes, each 
ambrotype photo was a unique 
original that could only be duplicated 
by using a camera to copy it.   
 
During the 1860s the ambrotype was 
superseded by the tintype that was 
prevalent until the early 1900’s, a 
similar photograph on thin black-
lacquered iron.  Tintypes are often 
hard to distinguish from ambrotype. 
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Our Parade:  
 
Our Goal was to replicate the one 
here in 1858 when Lincoln came to 
Stark County.  Our “parade” is to kick 
off from near the US Post Office, just 
north and behind our main street 
stores.  The starting time is 9:00 AM, 
Saturday, October 27, 2018.   
  
It should look like an impromptu 
gathering of people who supposedly 
came from all over the area to escort 
and lead Lincoln to an 1858 political 
rally.   
 
Lincoln supporters will walk, ride a 
horse or sit in carriage and proceed 
west from the Post Office to 
Henderson Street, thence south to 
Main Street and around the 
Methodist Church.  Thence east down 
main past the Courthouse to the bank 
corner, a block in front of the rally 
stage east of the courthouse.   
 
The marchers will gather with the 
crowd awaiting Lincoln while the 
horses and carriages will proceed past 
the bank to Franklin and return to a 
staging area behind Main Street or to 
their trailers.  We would hope that 
some of the horses, carriages, and 
wagons could stick around for a little 
at the park across from the post office 
so that children and their parents 
could see your horse and wagon up 
close and take pictures or “selfies” to 
mark the occasion.  
 
We have shortened our parade in the 
believe that not all of us still embody 
that early pioneer spirit and may not 
desire to walk so far.  Hence, 
everyone is encouraged to join our 
short parade.  Begin at the Post 
Office, near the Methodist Church, in 
front of the Courthouse or at the bank 
corner.  Just rally and cheer for 
Lincoln.  Carry a sign or poster, shout, 
sing, bang a drum or play a fife or 
bugle, etc..  
 
Period attire is encouraged, but not 
required.  Anxious to see you there.    
 
 

Eliza Hall Shallenberger wrote the 
earliest account of the visits of Lincoln 
and Douglas in her “Stark County and 
Its Pioneers” in 1876.   
 
There may have been others, but her 
account is the oldest (nearest to the 
visit) to have survived intact.  Eliza 
Jane Hall was born in Hulland, 
Derbyshire, England in 1830 and came 
to Osceola in 1837.  She moved to 
Toulon in 1841, attended the first 
three classes of the Knox College 
Female Preparatory Department and 
married Martin Shallenberger in 1849.  
Her husband was an accomplished 
lawyer and later a State Legislator in 
1856-57; he gave the welcome 
address to Douglas, while Dr Hall 
hosted a dinner honoring Douglas.   
 
Pictured herein is Mrs Janet 
Wilkinson of Toulon portraying Mrs 
Shallenberger arriving at the Stark 
County Historical Society for a 
presentation a few years ago.  She 
plans to participate in our parade. 
 

  
 

Jeff Cooley had the honor of driving 
the carriage with Lincoln in the 1858 
parade.   
 
Today the honor goes to Doug 
Murray of rural Toulon and his 
grandson, Cole Dynes.  Sitting beside 
Lincoln will be Thomas Jefferson 
Henderson as they proceed to the 
stage on the east side of the 
courthouse square  
 
Numerous citizens that attended the 
1858 Lincoln “rally” in Toulon recalled 
that Henderson, as the head of the 
welcoming committee, had gone to 
Kewanee with Jeffrey Cooley to fetch 
Lincoln from the morning Chicago, 
Burlington & Quincy train and 
transport him to Toulon.  
 
Cooley was an excellent horseman 
and reportedly owned the finest open 
carriage in Toulon which was drawn 
by his splendid span of chestnut 
sorrels.  They took the “Kewanee 
Road” and were met by a large 
contingent of excited folks about two 
miles north of Toulon to be escorted 
to the Virginia House Hotel.   
 
The Virginia House had been built by 
Cooley right after his marriage in 1849 
and was located on the northwest 
corner of Miller and Main Streets.   
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People to Recognize: 
 
The genesis of this Lincoln event 
began with the belief that the dates 
carved into the granite “Pioneer 
Monument” on the Courthouse 
Square at its dedication in 1912 were 
incorrect.  For many years, usually 
around important Lincoln 
anniversaries (his birth, death, or the 
1858 debates with Douglas) we heard 
from the people of Stark and Henry 
County about their recollections of 
Lincoln’s visit.  These recollections 
came in the form of either letters to 
the editors or quotes solicited by 
news reporters.  Most notably these 
occurred 1898, 1908, 1931, 1935 and 
2003.  But also, many an obituary 
referenced Lincoln’s appearance in 
either Kewanee or Toulon and the 
decedent’s connection thereto.   
 
To resolve the many inconsistencies in 
these recollections and determine the 
correct date of the Lincoln and 
Douglas visits; the following 
individuals and their unselfish efforts 
proved invaluable.        
 
Don Schmidt of Toulon is a retired 
chemist with a long list of 
accomplishments and awards 
stretching from his high school years 
in Toulon (both scholarship and all-
state athletic achievements), through 
his undergraduate years at Wabash 
College (Cum Laude, senior having 
best scholarship and character and 
the Woodrow Wilson Fellowship) and 
his graduate work at Oregon State.  
After a long and illustrious career at 
Dow and Amoco, his retirement has 
been frequently interrupted to teach 
oil well drilling technology to 
engineers in the Middle East and 
around the world.   Since retiring and 
returning to Toulon, he has served as 
a County Board Member, Cemetery 
Sexton and Stark County Emergency 
Management Director.  He has also 
won two state-wide awards bestowed 
by the Illinois State Genealogical 

Society.  Schmidt provided numerous 
articles, obituaries and recollections 
referencing Lincoln from the 
microfilm records printed in the many 
Stark County Newspapers.    
 
Larry Lock of Kewanee is a retired 
teacher, noted local historian, 
President of the Kewanee Historical 
Society and Curator at the Kewanee 
Museum.  Larry found the September 
1908 series of articles and letters to 
the editor published in the Kewanee 
Star *Courier that brought to our 
attention the existence of Lincoln’s 
letter to T J Henderson dated October 
18, 1858.  This letter by Lincoln 
proved to be the key to our finding 
the evidence that Lincoln changed his 
schedule to include Toulon on 
October 27, 1858.      
 
Steve Morrison of Kewanee is a 
retired teacher, author, noted 
genealogist and longtime President of 
the Henry County Genealogical 
Society (HCGS).  He is an excellent 
researcher that proved invaluable in 
gathering articles and obituaries 
referencing collections of Lincoln’s 
visit and helping put everything in 
perspective.  
 
Betty Sullivan of rural Harper’s 
Woods and Kewanee has been an 
educator, tutor, author, 
philanthropist and “stringer” for the 
Kewanee Star*Courier.  She is an 
acknowledged expert on the 
Henderson family descending herself 
directly from the grandfather of 
Thomas Jefferson Henderson. 
 
Sharon Perkins of Neponset has been 
President of the SCGS and VP and 
program chair for the HCGS.  Her 
broad array of friends and 
acquaintances in area genealogical 
circles proved particularly helpful in 
gathering assistance and support in 
the area.  She knows whom to call.  
 
Prof Douglas L Wilson of Galesburg 
and Knox College is a nationally noted 

Lincoln researcher, author and 
commentator.  The NY Times has 
called Wilson “the leading historian 
on the young and private Lincoln."  He 
has authored numerous award-
winning books about Lincoln and is 
Professor Emeritus of English and the 
Co-director of the Lincoln Studies 
Center at Knox College.  Wilson 
reviewed and critiqued our 
conclusions in February 2011 and 
urged us to expand our efforts.   
 
Prof Rodney O Davis of Galesburg 
and Knox College is a much-honored 
teacher, a specialist in 19th century 
American history, and a recognized 
authority on the history of Illinois. A 
prize-winning essayist, his scholarly 
publications include articles and 
books about Lincoln, early Illinois 
politics, and editions of Thomas 
Ford's A History of Illinois and Ward 
Hill Lamon's The Life of Abraham 
Lincoln.  Davis separately reviewed 
our conclusions expressing confidence 
that we could prove our case—a huge 
encouragement. 
 
Daniel E Worthington of Springfield 
and the Abraham Lincoln Presidential 
Library is the Assistant Editor of The 
Papers of Abraham Lincoln.  
Worthington is an honored author, 
researcher and editor.  He was not 
only our first contact at the ALPL and 
the PAL; but proved to be our 
champion as he marshalled our 
research through their rigorous 
review and eventual approval.  His 
discovery of additional corroboration 
concerning Lincoln’s published 
schedules that included Toulon was 
definitive.  His summary of the 
process was thorough, complimentary 
and highly appreciative.      
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Program: 
 

 
Fritz Klein as 
Abraham 
Lincoln 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Abraham Lincoln, as portrayed by 
Fritz Klein, will appear in Stark County 
on Friday, October 26, and Saturday, 
October 27. 
 
Klein, a professional actor from 
Springfield, IL, has played Lincoln in 
43 states and several foreign 
countries.  He often appears at the 
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library 
and Museum in Springfield and in 
numerous schools across Illinois and 
throughout the Midwest.  As an actor, 
speaker and entertainer, he often 
conducts workshops and gives 
keynote speeches at luncheons, 
banquets and seminars.   
 
Klein bears a striking physical 
resemblance to Lincoln.  His 
programs are thoroughly 
researched and historically 
accurate.  He blends Lincoln’s 
humor with his great humanity.  
Klein regularly guarantees that 
his audience will walk away with 
new insight into Lincoln the 
man.  He truly brings Lincoln to 
life.  People who see him 
perform often get a genuine 
sense that they have been with 
Lincoln himself. 
 
Klein has done numerous 
documentaries and feature films for 
National Geographic, the Discovery 
Channel, C-Span and the History 
Channel including “Stealing Lincoln’s 
Body”, “Lincoln’s Secret Killer”, and 
“American Mastermind.”  He has also 
been the central lead in the 
recreations of important events of 
Lincoln’s life—his trip to Washington, 
his inaugural addresses, the 

Gettysburg address and the funeral 
train home to Illinois. 
 
Here in Toulon on Saturday morning, 
October 27, Klein (hereafter called 
“Lincoln”) will ride in a horse and 
buggy at the end of an 1858-style 
campaign parade and rally.  He will 
walk to the stage east of the 
courthouse to open the program. 
 
Lincoln will mix with the crowd 
throughout the morning.  He will 
participate in the unveiling of the new 
historical marker on the courthouse 
lawn.  The marker, approved by the 
Illinois State Historical Society, 
highlights the significance of the Stark 
County courthouse in Illinois’ 200-
year history. 
 
Lincoln will participate in a public 
viewing of the Pioneer Monument 
that memorializes the visits of Lincoln 
and his opponent, Senator Stephen A. 
Douglas, during the most famous 
Senatorial campaign in the history of 
the United States.  Master stone 
carvers recently corrected the 
monument by chiseling in the proper 
dates when Lincoln and Douglas 
appeared in Toulon.  The dates on the 
monument erected in 1912 had been 
in error by three weeks. 
 
SCGS is particularly pleased that 
Lincoln is appearing at the Stark 
County schools on Friday, October 26.  
Students at the Stark County Junior 
High School will get to hear Lincoln in 
a morning assembly and students at 
the Stark County Elementary School in 
Wyoming will host Lincoln in the 
afternoon. 
 

Lauri Gartner 
 
Genealogist 
Researcher  
 
 
 
Lauri, of Traverse City, is an avid  
genealogist, family history researcher 
and cemetry restoration proponent.  
Although she has never lived in Stark 
County, she has a close affinity to the 
county and is well known by our 
society and those at the courthouse.   
Since 1998, she has come to Stark 
County, at least annually to search 
our records and those at the 
courthouse for information about 
Isaac Bowen Essex, Lauri’s 3rd great 
grandfather.  
 
Isaac Essex (1800-1877) came to 
Peoria from Virginia by way of Ohio; 
because of his abhorence of slavery.  
Recognized by the Peoria Journal in 
1887, Essex was the first teacher in 
Peoria and Stark Counties.  He bought 
his first quarter section of Stark 
County Land in 1829 and built the first 
cabin.  One of the eight townships 
was named in honor of this pioneer—
Essex Township (T12N, R6E of 4th 
Principal Meridian). 
 
Lauri is indefatigueable in her 
cemetery restoration and her 
research.  Those working in the Stark 
County Circuit Clerk’s office at the 
courthouse have reported that she 
has “rummaged through every 
drawer” in the office.  
 
Today, she will talk about early 
pioneer life as experienced by her 
extrordinary ancester.    
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Kelley Clausing 
 
Keynote 
Speaker  
 
 
 
 
 
Kelley is a historian at the Abraham 
Lincoln Presidential Library and 
Museum (ALPLM) in Springfield, 
where she has worked on a project 
called “The Papers of Abraham 
Lincoln” for 16 years.  Previously, she 
had worked at the Illinois State 
Military Museum.   
 
She holds a BA in History from the 
University of Illinois at Champaign-
Urbana and a MA in History from the 
University of Illinois at Springfield.   
 
A small-town native herself, Kelley’s 
particular areas of historical interest 
include Illinois history and the course 
of westward expansion and 
urbanization in Illinois in the early 19th 
century.  
 
A noted Lincoln expert and 
researcher at the ALPL, Kelley 
was recommended by Alan 
Lowe, the Executive Director of 
the ALPLM and Dr Samuel 
Wheeler, the newly named 
Illinois State Historian.   
 
She has published numerous 
booklets and articles, authored 
nearly a dozen papers for 
historical conferences and is an 
expert on Lincoln’s Sangamon 
County.   
 
She will speak to us about her 
work on the “The Lincoln Log, 
a Daily Chronology of the Life 
of Abraham Lincoln.”  
 
The Papers of Abraham Lincoln is a 
long-term documentary editing 
project dedicated to identifying, 
imaging, and publishing all 
documents written by or to Abraham 
Lincoln during his lifetime (1809-
1865).  
 

Bill Furry 
 
Executive 
Director of the 
ISHS  
 
 
 
 
Bill, of Springfield, in addition to 
serving the IHSA as the Executive 
Director, is Editor of the IHSA 
magazine, Illinois Heritage, published 
bi-monthly in Springfield.   
 
On April 12, 2018, Furry came to Stark 
County as part the ISHS Bi-centennial 
project to present, to every Illinois 
County, a reproduction of an 
Alexander Hesler picture taken of 
Lincoln on June 3, 1860 for Lincoln’s 
1860 presidential campaign.   
 
While here, Schmidt and Ham and 
reviewed our Pioneer Monument and 
our desire to correct the mistakes 
carved therein.  After he returned to 
Springfield, Furry authored a feature 
article that appeared in the May-June 
issue of Illinois Heritage about 
Lincoln’s visit to Stark County in 1858.   
 
Furry also suggested that the SCGS 
retain a master carver to correct the 
monument, broaden our view 
concerning the Lincoln visit to 
highlight our historic Courthouse and 
plan a celebration to mark the event.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

Parade Trivia: 
 
While planning our parade, 
the SCGS made every effort to 
“keep it real” and emblematic 
of an 1858 political rally for 
Lincoln.  We tried very hard to 
commission a band; but failed 
at every turn. 
 
Talks with the 144th Illinois 
National Guard Band although 
initially quite promising, 
ultimately fell through with a 
change of leadership and 
change in their training 
schedule.  Community leaders, 
area legislators and senators, 
state office holders and 
National Guard Officialdom 
(past and present) were 
besieged.  All were 
sympathetic but unable to 
make it happen.   
 
Because Lincoln had close ties 
to the Illinois National Guard 
having been a Captain in the 
Illinois Militia for a short time 
during the Blackhawk War in 
1832, the Guard was eager to 
help.  We were offered a 
speaker, a flyover, a static 
helicopter display, a vehicle in 
the parade or something else.  
 
However, our final decision to 
“keep it real” meant no 
National Guard assets in 
addition to our dogma of no 
tractors, firetrucks, 
convertibles or mini-skirted 
beauty queens. 
 
But it would have been “neat” 
for a flyover?  
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Thirty-Third Illinois Volunteer Regiment Band 
 

 
 
The 33rd Illinois Volunteer Infantry Regiment Band is 
brought to Stark County by Jim Nowlan, our intrepid, 
forever youthful and illustrious “Man of Stark County.”    
 
The musicians are talented, accomplished and play and  
dress the part.  They accurately depict War of the 
Rebellion brass bands.  Most of their instruments are 
original to the period and their music is well researched 
and narrated.   
 
The band has performed at Gettysburg, Vicksburg, Wilson’s 
Creek and at Lincoln’s home, Grant’s home, and David Davis’s 
home as well as before four US Presidents during the 
inauguration activities of George W Bush.   
 
Just as the original Thirty-Third Illinois Volunteer Regiment 
Band was recruited from the many small towns of central 
Illinois, so too is this band.  Their reorganization was 
completed in 1996.   
 
The instruments include Eb cornets, alto horns, tenor horns, a 
helicon tenor horn, bass horns, snare drums and bass drums.  
Many of the musicians have studied music in college, taught 
music privately and in public schools and played in both small 
and large community bands and orchestras throughout 
Illinois.   
 

A complimentary group of dancers will stroll the courthouse 
square and after the formal program of speechifying and 
memorializing, the dancers will perform period dances.  Be 
aware, they often draft eager participants to join in the fun.  

 
 
 
================================================== 
 
Note:  
George Lowman (1839-1913) came with his family to Stark 
County at age 12.  In 1861, he enlisted as a musician in the 
Thirty-Third Illinois Volunteer Infantry Regiment Band.  
 
================================================== 
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Stark Co and the 33rd IL Vol Inf Reg  

 
Many in Stark County may have a 
special attachment to the Thirty-Third 
Illinois Volunteer Infantry Regiment as 
originally constituted on August 15, 
1862 when it was mustered into 
federal service for the War of the 
Rebellion.   
 
Robert A Shinn, a stand out athlete at 
Toulon HS and Monmouth College in 
the early 1940’s and a WW11 Veteran 
passed away in 2005 and left a box of 
memorabilia—papers and pictures.  
Contained therein was a large well-
traveled envelop with an 8-cent 
stamp and three 2-cent stamps.   
 
It had been addressed originally to 
Charles E Shinn in Toulon and then 
was marked for return to V G Way, 
Esquire.   Inside were three carefully 
folded copies of a newspaper called 
The Normal Picket.   Each edition was 
only eight pages and none of the 
news meant anything to me, but the 
dates and place of publication, 
peaked my interest.   The editions 
were Volume 1, Numbers 1, 2 & 4 and 
were published in Ironton, Missouri, 
on 24 December 1861, 1 January 1862 
and 15 January 1862; which 
subsequently were determined to be 
extremely rare.  

 
 
Just below the nameplate, The 
Normal Picket, was a quotation from 
Gen. Halleck “We cannot at the same 
time extend to Rebels the rights of 

peace and enforce against them the 
penalties of war.”  Then just below 
that in the first column was the note 
that The Normal Picket was Published 
Weekly by the boys of the 33rd Illinois 
Volunteers.   
 
Charles E Shinn enlisted as a Private 
in Company B, 33rd Illinois Infantry, on 
20 August 1861 Bloomington, Illinois, 
and was mustered in to the Army on 2 
September 1861 at Camp Butler with 
the rest of his Regiment.  Luckily, he 
was mustered out as a Sergeant on 
November 24, 1865 at Vicksburg.  
Many did not return  
 
Subsequent research revealed that no 
one, including the Abraham Lincoln 
Presidential Library, had a complete 
set of all 8 issues known to have been 
printed.  And 
Company B, 33rd 
IL Vol Inf 
primarily 
consisted of 
men that came 
from DuPage, 
Stark and LaSalle 
Counties.   Those 
from DuPage County were under the 
leadership of Moses I Morgan, Stark 
County under the leadership of 
Judson and Nelson Gill and LaSalle 
County under the leadership of D 
Aaron Gove.  These three had been 
attending the State Normal 
University at Normal, Illinois and had 
been members of the “Normal 
Rifles”, an organization of “minute 
men” composed of Normal students.  
When the order came to Charles E 
Hovey, President of the University, to 
organize a regiment of men for 
immediate service, Morgan, Gill and 
Gove departed from school to their 
homes, to raise, as quickly as possible, 
parts of a company to assemble at 
some place to be named, there to be 
formed into one company; its officers, 
commissioned and non-
commissioned, to be elected from its 
number after the assembly had been 
completed.   They assembled at Camp 
Butler, outside Springfield, and began 
their military careers.  These young 
men and boys became soldiers in less 
than 30 days after the North was 

routed at Bull Run on 21 July 1861 
and the urgent call went out for all 
Northern Governors to raise militias 
to be mustered into the Army as 
quickly as possible.   
 
V G Way, Esquire was determined to 
be Virgil G Way of New Rutland in 
LaSalle County.  In 1902, the History 
of the Thirty-Third Regiment, Illinois 
Veteran Volunteer Infantry was 
written by General Isaac H Elliott.  It 
contained Complete Historical Rosters 
compiled by Virgil G Way.   
 
Illinois in the War of the Rebellion 

 
In Chapter 1, General Elliott, cites 
some figures regarding Illinois in the 
“War of the Rebellion”.   There were 
2,859,132 men that served in the 
Armies of the Union; 259,147 were 
furnished by Illinois in units raised 
within the state.  Several thousand 
more Illinois men enlisted in units 
formed in other states.  Illinois was 
credited with furnishing 15 % of its 
population.  In Illinois Regiments, 339 
Officers and 5,535 enlisted men died 
on the field; 212 officers and 3,808 
enlisted died of wounds received in 
battle; 319 officers and 22,476 
enlisted men died of disease.  Many 
others died as the result of accidents 
or were drowned or as prisoners of 
war.  The list is too numerous to 
detail here, but total casualties were 
915 officers and 33,919 enlisted.    
 
General Elliott states that Illinois was 
a major player in many decisive 
battles.  At Fort Donelson, the 1st 
great Victory for the North, Illinois 
provided 26 of the 41 Regiments 
engaged by the North.  There were 9 
Batteries engaged; 6 from Illinois.  All 
the Cavalry were from Illinois except 
two companies.   
 
The entire loss of killed and wounded 
in this one battle was 2,479, of which 
1,853 were from Illinois, just 4 less 
than 75%.    
 
Another major engagement that 
General Elliott describes was at 
Shiloh.  He claims that in the annals of 
Military History up to 1902, in what 

Capt Nelson Gill 
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are said to be the fifteen most 
decisive battles ever; few, if any of 
them, from Marathon to Waterloo, 
equal the desperate and bloody 
struggle at Shiloh.  At Shiloh, Illinois 
provided 24 of the 64 Infantry 
regiments utilized by General Grant.  
Illinois provided 10 batteries of the 24 
engaged.  Of the 8,114 killed and 
wounded for the Union, Illinois lost 
3,330.   
  

 
 
General Elliott further states that 
when one reviews other battles, 
Illinois men were equally prominent.  
At Vicksburg, Illinois furnished 77 of 
the 257 regiments engaged by Grant.  
To put our losses into some historical 
perspective General Elliott, notes that 
in the Charge of the Light Brigade at 
Balaklava, “The charge of the six 
hundred”, Lord Cardigan took 673 
men into the battle and lost 247 or 36 
percent.  Another battle noted for its 
casualties was in the Franco-Prussian 
War and occurred at Mars la Tour.  
The 16th German infantry lost 49 
percent of its men.  These losses pale 
to those suffered by the 9th Illinois 
Infantry which went into the battle of 
Shiloh with 578 officers and enlisted 
men.  The 9th consisted of men from 
Madison, Montgomery and St Clair 
Counties and lost in just this one 
battle 366 killed or wounded, or 63 
percent of its strength. 
 

Stark County Men in the Thirty-Third  

 
Armstrong, Jesse  Died in MS 
Biggs, William Disability 
Discharge 
Brown, Newton G B  
Butler, Charles     Disability Discharge 
Church, Robert 
Dewey, George Whitfield  
              Disability Discharge 
Donovan, Daniel 
Ellis, Harrison 
Ellis, Levi T 
Ellis, William Harrison Disability  
Fell, Walter A  
Gill, Carey Judson  
Gill, Nelson G 
Godfrey, Hugh Young 
Green, Charles 
Hall, Walter T 
Hotchkiss, Charles C 
Hotchkiss, James Murray 
Ingraham, Edward H 
Johnson, Charles Died in MO 
Lowman, George A  
Lyle, Norris D 
Mayo, William J R 
McKee, Andrew Died in AR 
Peterson, John 
Rush, Adam        Disability Discharge 
Shinn, Charles E 
Strowbridge, Sanford KIA in AL 
Thomas, Lewis W  

Disability Discharge 
 

Courthouse Display 
 
The Courthouse will be open during 
the Lincoln Celebration with 
numerous artifacts on display in the 
courtroom. 
 
William “Bill” Loane 
 
Bill, of rural Toulon, 
is a retired history 
teacher that has 
been carving for 
years has begun to 
display his work.  
 
His wood carving of the courthouse, 
annex and jail is worth seeing.  
 
 
Marge Mowers 
 
Marge Mowers, of Toulon, began 
painting in the eleven grade and 
continues till the present.  She has 
taken both credit and non-credit 
courses in many cities and at many 
junior colleges as well as hundreds of 
hours of non-credit adult courses at 
Southern Illinois University, Northern 
Illinois University and the University 
of Illinois.  She also studied separately 
with famous artists Irving Shapiro of 
Chicago and Albert Handel of New 
York.   
  
Marge paints in oils, acrylics, pastels, 
and water colors; painting on canvas, 
shaped canvas and wood panels, 
working with landscapes, scenery and 
still life.  She does both free-lance and 
commissioned work and her paintings 
are highly prized.  The painting on the 
back cover will be on display.  
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James D “Jim” 
Owens 
 
Stark County 
States 
Attorney 
 
 
 
Jim, of Bradford, is a graduate of 
Bradford High School and Loras 
College.  He received his Juris 
Doctorate from Creighton University 
Law School.    
 
Jim was elected Stark County States 
Attorney in 1992 and continues in 
office to the present.  
 
He will be talking about John W Fling 
Jr (1878-1957) of Wyoming, one of 
Jim’s predecessors as Stark County 
States Attorney.  Fling was a graduate 
of Wyoming High School, after which 
he taught school locally for three 
years while “reading law.”  In 1903, 
he was admitted to the bar by the 
Illinois State Supreme Court and 
entered upon a successful and 
profitable career as a lawyer in 
Wyoming.  He was elected Stark 
County States Attorney in 1912. 
 
Fling was described by J Knox Hall in 
1916 as an ardent admirer of 
Abraham Lincoln and had by 1916 
collected what is probably the largest 
Lincoln library in the state.  This 
Library and his papers and notes are 
now housed at the Southern 
Adventist University, McKee Library, 
within the Thomas Memorial 
Collection in Collegedale, Tennessee.  
It contains many extremely rare 
books, books that Lincoln, himself, 
had in his library and numerous rare 
and important portraits and paintings, 
many of which were framed by wood 
from Lincoln’s Office in Springfield.  
One such portrait was described as 
never before reproduced as of 1924.    
 
It is ironic that Fling endeavored for 
years to determine the date that 
Lincoln came to Stark County.  While 
our Pioneer Monument had the date 
as October 6, 1858; Fling was 

skeptical but played a big part in 
another wrong date—October 8, 
1858.   
 
In 1933, Paul Angle, a noted and 
celebrated Lincoln and Illinois 
historian wrote that Lincoln was in 
Toulon on October 8, 1858.  He noted 
that a “delegation headed by T. J. 
Henderson meets Lincoln, coming 
from Kewanee, and escorts him to the 
Virginia Hotel.  In the afternoon he 
speaks in the court house square.  
After the meeting he returns to 
Kewanee.”    
 
Angle based his finding on an 
interview of Samuel McKeighan 
Adams (1837-1931) of Toulon; a Civil 
War Veteran (112th IL Vol Inf Reg), 
Stark County Sheriff and President of 
the State Bank of Toulon.  John W 
Fling (1878-1957), a Wyoming 
attorney and noted Lincoln admirer 
conducted the interview when Adams 
was in his 90th year.   
 
Footnote 23 from Angle’s book as 
published on Page 380 states:  
October 8, 1858—“The statement of 
Samuel M Adams was taken by John 
W Fling Jr of Toulon, when the relator 
was ninety years old.  In spite of the 
relater’s advanced age, and the long 
time which had elapsed since the 
event which he described, his 
statement appears to be worthy of 
general credence.  However, there 
was some uncertainty in his mind as 
to the exact date of the meeting.  He 
stated that he did not remember “just 
the day of the month,” but that it was 
about the sixth of October.”  But with 
Lincoln’s presence in Knoxville on 
October 6 well established, this would 
have been impossible.  It seems likely 
that Mr. Adams confused the day 
after the Galesburg debate with the 
day before it.  Lincoln could easily 
have taken the Burlington to Kewanee 
and driven to Toulon in time for the 
meeting.  Returning to Kewanee that 
same evening, he would have taken 
the Burlington again, this time to 
Oquawka Junction for his meeting at 
Oquawka on October 9.“ 
 

Subsequently Angle’s work became 
the basis for an online effort—The 
Lincoln Log: A Daily Chronology of 
the Life of Abraham Lincoln which 
incorporates Lincoln Day-by-Day: A 
Chronology, compiled by the Lincoln 
Sesquicentennial Commission with 
the cooperation and support of the 
Abraham Lincoln Association and 
published by the Government Printing 
Office in 1960. The text presented 
here includes all entries from that 
publication, with corrections and 
additions by the Papers of Abraham 
Lincoln, a project of the Illinois 
Historic Preservation Agency and the 
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library 
and Museum.   
 
The commission included the 
President of the US, the Vice 
President, the Speaker of the House 
of the US, numerous Senators, 
Congressmen, Professors and Lincoln 
Scholars from a dozen states, twice as 
many colleges and Universities and 
nearly all walks of life…nevertheless 
their findings were printed on 
parchment but are yet to be carved in 
stone.  They hang their reputations 
on the memory of a long-ago 
interview conducted about 70 years 
after the event.  This proved to be a 
fatal error and a bridge too far.  
 
Incidentally, Angle in another book 
about the debates published in 1959, 
noted in the Appendix that Douglas 
was in Toulon on October 26, 1858 
and although he did not augment his 
belief that Lincoln was in Toulon on 
October 8, 1858, he did not 
backtrack.   
 
Angle added that after the Galesburg 
Debate, Lincoln stayed busy with the 
rally in Toulon, another in Macomb 
and then on to Oquawka and 
Burlington before doubling back to 
Monmouth and Macomb before 
going to Quincy for the sixth debate.   
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Stark County Courthouse Square: 

This picture is before the Pioneer Monument was dedicated in 1912 but after the Veterans Monument was dedicated in 1902. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

The building in the back right is the jail; it was 
new in 1896 and cost $8,000.  The county’s first 
jail had been built in May 1844. 

The building in the center foreground is referred 
to as the Annex today, but was originally called 
the fire-proof building when it was built in 1881.  

Most everyone growing up in Stark County have always 
referred to this military piece of equipment as a canon.  
It is not, it is a Griffen 3” rifled cannon that was built in 
1863.  It appeared on the courthouse loan in 1912.  
Show here is Art Whittaker of Toulon, Commander of 
the Local American Legion in 2009. Don Fifer, Larry 
Wang and others worked to restore it to working order 
at a cost of $10,000.  All parts and labor were donated.    

"JV Rf \-\ove f. To1J LD N 'I \ 

'--------------'I ....___I -~ 
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Today this high-quality Hesler reproduction hangs in the 
courtroom and will be on display during this event.    The 
beardless image of Lincoln is printed on canvas, encased in a 
richly stained wood frame and measures 30-inches wide by 
40-inches tall.  Historians consider Hesler’s portrait one of 
the best taken of Lincoln during his pre-presidential years. 

As a member the Eleventh General Assembly of Illinois, 
Lincoln assisted in and voted to create Stark County March 
2, 1839.  The county was named for Revolutionary War hero 
Brigadier General John Stark, whose military engagements 
included Bunker Hill, Trenton, the Siege of Boston, and the 
invasion of Canada.    
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Illinois State Historical Society Marker 
Installed and dedicated October 27, 2018 in front of Stark County Courthouse in Toulon 
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LINCOLN 
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. T E END OF THE NATION'S MOST· FAMO.US SEN~TORIAt:.::cA~PA!.G~f ~\:JYJ,f ,i?~ •. 
AT 1-t · · · S BOTH MEN:' APPEARED s.ONtl,HESE 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN AND STEPHEN A. DHOEUGEXLAC1T'eo ·c1'11ze' NS:oF:·srARK '.CQUNiYttN I 

COURTHOUSE GROUNDS 
TO ADDRESS T . · · · • '·. ·.· .·· . ·· ..... ,,.•, .• ',, .. , .. .,, .... i:~ · · · · ·· · · · . 'ON'OCI OBER'27 

1858. DOUGLAS ARRIVED ON OCTOBER 26 AND LINCOLN FOL.~P'f.'f~Ri,, •·' 'p• ' ' •''.{','"'•"-''ilj 
BOTH MEN RODE INTO TOWN AT THE HEAD OF TWO.-Ml~E; LP~l3:: PMAPE,S1r,!:\~H,,~H.~S.H, · 

AT LOCAL HOTELS. MET DISTINGUISHED GUESTS. AND(G(\IJ,E•TH: •. .e,I ·R·•;:.~ .. r.,.~E .. 8,rJ.,~i .. ~i. E •. ~ti: 
LARGE AND ENTHUSIASTIC CROWDS. . ·.· , , .(•' i'.(>.~'":(':/t.•'~~-\t'i':' ~- ·, ·. 

, - ' ;•,'•' ,,,,,.· "-''·' ·•Y•'·'+,.,1.,r}+\~"11. i· .,.,. 

THIS WORKING 19TH-CENTURY COURTHOUSE 1$ ONE O_FA ~~iii~'t)1'tf1:~i{~ir.itttf~Ji: 
HOSTED LINCOLN EITHER AS A CIRCUIT RIDING LAWYER OR CAN,OIDAT!:i' f2~,~~.t.~(;.T,W~.l{
OFFICE. AN EXCELLENT EXAMPLE OF GREEK REVIVAL ARClilTECTURE/.', ITS.f,FOUR}!>~ 

MASSIVE. TWO-STORY 00RIc coLUMNS RISE To A MAJEsnc cui>oLA;A/svfu\ao~roI=1;. 
DEMOCRACY VISIBLE FOR MILES ON THE EARLY ILLINO[S PRAIRIE; T:HE)~tilEDIN"G\WAt~ - . ' . . . ' •.' ' . '· ' ' .•_ •• ., . ..:.+ . ' • ~- .. .... . _:;;.i 

COMPLETED AT A COST OF $10,890 JUST EIGHT MONTHS BEFORE'U~CO(N',S;\(,IS II.~~)1~~ 

. · ·• . . :: : /~·_)}~t~BW¥ifz 
AS A MEMBER OF THE ELEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF .. ILL!Nci\si'.-:tl~coLN'.:'.; 

ASSISTED IN AND VOTED TO CREATE S.TARK COUNTY ON MARCH 2 1839: THE c·oifNfyS 
WAS NAMED FOR REVOLUTIONARY WAR HERO BR,IGADIER GENkRAt. 'JoH·f;i~'s:rARK:;_ 
WHOSE ,MILITARY ENGAGEMENTS INCLUDED BUNKER HILL, 'TRENTON, THE BATTLE-oi 
BENNIN!_, TON, 1 H!: SIEGE OF BOSTON, AND THE INVASION OF CANADA.. . . . . . . . -.- . -

SPONSORED BY . 
THE STARK COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY AND 

THE ILLINOIS STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
ERECTED OCTOBER 2018. . 
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Original Painting by Marge Mowers of the Stark County Courthouse that will be on display with numerous other items in the 
courtroom at the Courthouse on Saturday, October 27, 2018 during our 1858 Lincoln Rally.  Be sure to stop by.  
 

 




