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There were dark clouds gathering in the sky on Tuesday evening, July
12th as we gathered for our scheduled Genealogical Society meeting. We
were happy to have sixteen members in attendance, it was good seeing those
who haven't been able to attend for a while, for various reasons. Soon after
we called the meeting to order, a thunderstorm moved through with heavy
rain. We got about an inch, towns around us got more. Bottom lands were
flooded the next morning.

The meeting proceeded-Virginia told us she is composing an article
for the September Quarterly on the history of the Organization of our
Randolph County Genealogical Society, as requested by one of our mernbers,
Gilbert Topp. Virginia puts our Quarterly together for publication.

Work is proceeding on the project of updating cemetery records,
adding a volume containing those who have been buried in our county
cemeteries since the cemeteries were last read and recorded by Lucille
Wiechens. We are doing this by gleaning information taken from the
obituaries collected from our county newspapers and kept in books for each
year.

Volunteer, Lottie Braun, collects obituaries, births, marriages and
other vital statistics for genealogists, from all our county newspapers, clips
and puts them in a binder to have on our shelves as another source for our
researchers.

Midge has been doing a lot of research for people who contact us and
ask us to look up and find information for them. She also is putting together
a collection of all "stillbirths" on record in Randolph County.

Janice helps a lot with research and is working with our microfilm
collection, abstracting and typing indexes of what various films contain.

We have had more researchers come into our Iibrarv recently, as
" .I

summer progresses and people are coming through on vacation. We've had
researchers from Texas, Oregon, Missouri and from all around Illinois.



August 9th, the date of our next meeting, was scheduled to be a
summer picnic, with a cook-out and side dishes brought by members, but
because of uncertain weather and the heat, it was "moved" and voted, to go
out to eat instead. We will be meeting at "Hook, Line & Sinker" for dinner.
We will meet there at 6 :OOpmand order from the menu. This restaurant is
located on Rte. 150, a little "east" of the "T" ofRte 4 and 150, on the left
side, as you drive towards Steeleville. They feature fish and seafood, but
have other entries, too.

We will need to let them know many to set-up for. Please make your
reservation; by Wed. of the previous week, Aug. 3rd, when we are in the
office, so that we can give a count to the restaurant, of how many to expect.

Following our business meeting, member, Emily Lyons, who is also
the curator of the Randolph County Museum at Chester, gave a very
interesting program on the History of the Riess Family of Red Bud, IL. A
descendant of the family had various family "pieces" in her possession, and
looking to the future, wanted to find a perm anent place for them to be kept
and preserved. She contacted Emily about placing them in the Museum.
The family, emigrating from Germany and settling in Red Bud, Illinois,
were a prominent part of the area's history, one son becoming a Judge,
another son serving the area as a Doctor. She brought with her a framed
map of Germany, from the mid 1800 time period, various silver and pewter
pieces, all of which will be on display in the Museum very soon. Emily told
us the history of the family and then shared with us the various items
belonging to this family.

Vle ended our evening with conversation ana-'~rieP.idsl11pFniitS-alaa:'"
made up with each attendee's contribution of fruit they chose to bring.
Caroline Dorf also brought delicious home-made cookies she had baked,
which complimented the fruit perfectly.

Remember to make your reservations, by calling or emailing the
office, if you plan to corne on Aug. 9th

, 6pm. for our dinner-out that evening.
618/965-3705, or rcgs(ZDegsptl::Hl,D5'j.
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