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This has been a winter to bring back memories of when we were
young and had lots of snow and cold weather. For a number of years we've
had milder winters-"not complaining"-but looks like it may change the
other way as we move on. Maybe it's because we're older, and it's not as
much fun in the snow, but spring will be welcome this year.

We had eleven members, four of the seven officers present at our
February Society meeting. Virginia Mansker, our treasurer, was absent, her
sister, Doris, had passed away and they were preparing for the funeral. Also,
last week we lost member, Saundra Bahr, who lived in Sparta, Randolph Co.
IL. The end of January, member, Ben Parrish of Chester, Randolph Co. IL.
passed away. We want to express our condolences to the families of these
members, they will be missed.

We are happy to report that on the third Saturday in January, when we
were open for research, we had three groups of researchers in the library
working on their family histories-a group from Red Bud, one from Sparta
and researchers from Percy, IlL. And so we look forward to more coming on
the 3rd Saturday in February-Ithe 19th

, 9am to noon, to research and take
advantage of our Saturday hours.

We have had more researchers come in on our Monday through
Wednesday hours, lately. We are happy to see that, and as the weather
warms up, we hope to see more of you come to take advantage of our library.

Virginia is working on a new book for our shelves-she has
researched and gathered material on early pioneers, early residents of
Randolph County that helped to shape and contributed to its growth. She is
typing it now and when it is done, will be available to Qurmembers.

Library volunteer, Janice, is reviewing our microfilm and compiling
indexes of the films, telling us what each page of the recorded records
contains, who and what is transpiring in the record. We have many rolls of



film containing many, many records of Randolph County. This is a large
undertaking, will take years to do, but will be an aid in our research.

June is updating the cemetery records of burials from the beginning
upto the mid 1980's, when the Randolph County cemeteries were read and
recorded into five volumes of Cemetery Records by Life member, Lucille
Wiechens. She is going through all the obituaries collected over the thirty
years between 1980-2010, and recording the names and birth & death dates
of those buried in the County, and in which cemetery they were buried. This
will be published as an update cemetery record-1980-20 10, when it is

I
completed, hopefully, later this year.

I
The dues are coming in->-not all are paid yet. Please get your dues in

this month. In March we will drop from our mailing list those who have not
paid their dues since 2009.

The next meeting of Randolph Co. Genealogical Society will be at
6:30pm on Tuesday, March 8th

, 2011, at our Library, #13 Westwood Dr.
Steeleville,IL. If you are in the area, please join us. We are having Pastries,
tea or coffee for refreshments.

- -- ---------

Failure is only a temporary change in direction to set you straight for
your next success. Only those who dare to fail greatly can ever achieve
greatly.

The future depends on what we do in the present.

Everyday is a gift, that's why they call it the present.

Nothing is predestined: The obstacles of your past can become the
gateways that lead to new beginnings.

There is a light at the end of every tunnel ... just pray it's not a train!

Wishing you progress in your research,
June James, R.C.G.S.


