
POSSIBLE GOALS FOR YOUR 
 COUNTY CEMETERY COMMISSION 

 
1.  Locate deeds covering all lands on which cemeteries are located and determine from these deeds the 
responsibility for maintenance of the cemeteries. 
 
2.  Help to establish minimum standards for maintenance of the township cemeteries. These standards should 
cover mowing, fences, and gates, brush and weed removal, stone repair, etc. 
 
3.  Work to encourage interested citizens in helping the trustees with maintenance and improvement of 
cemeteries. 
 
4.  Promote public awareness of the problems facing cemeteries. Programs could be developed which could be 
presented to civic and social organizations telling the stories of some of the cemeteries and the problems 
which exist. 
 
5.  Establish a county burial register which will list all burials made in all of the cemeteries in the county. This 
might be accomplished by assisting the local genealogical society with the recording of the existing burials and 
then keep an accurate list of subsequent burials. 
 
6.  Work with the township trustees to prepare standardized cemetery records. 
 
7.  Assist the trustees with determining improvements which are necessary in the individual cemeteries. 
 
8.  Establish in the county court house a collection of copies of all cemetery records. This is especially 
important since may record have already been lost through fire and carelessness. The collection of records 
could include burial registers, lot ownership records, plats, deeds, and any other items pertaining to the 
cemeteries. 
 
9.  Establish procedures for individual inquiries about cemeteries and establish procedures for finding amical 
resources in controversies which may arise in the operation and maintenance of cemeteries. 
 
10.  Encourage the erection of signs and markers identifying all cemeteries by name. Civic groups could be 
encouraged to participate in the project. 
 
11.  Prepare a list of persons with special skills who are interested in assisting with stone repair, fence building, 
landscaping, and other projects. 
 
12.  Compile and print a map showing the location of each cemetery in the county. The map could be 
distributed by the commission, county offices, and county tourism organizations. 
 
13.  Compile a directory of all cemeteries and known burial sites. The directory should include township maps, 
sizes of cemetery in acres, date of establishment, responsibility for maintenance, location, condition of fences, 
grounds, and memorials, and appropriate number of burials. 
 
14.  Encourage Grange, Scout, 4H, FFA and other organizations to “adopt” a cemetery and assist with 
maintenance. In some cases the township trustees will provide some or all of the funding necessary. 
 
15.  Promote neighborhood watches for cemeteries. Unusually activity should be reported to the county 
sheriff. 
 
 
 


