THE GENN FAMILY OF CANADA
CHAPTER 9 - SCOTLAND (1750-1900)

Diogo Maddison Genn, son of James Maddison Genn and Maria
Severina da Roche Lins, married Eliza Macgregor on 29 June 1864.
The marriage took place at the Registrar®s office, District of
Liverpool, in the presence of Eliza"s parents, William and Jane
Macgregor.

Eliza Macgregor’s father was William Macgregor, born 09 August
1810 in Liverpool, (See Chapter 10, Liverpool). Her mother was
Jane Peat, born 02 July 1814, St. Cuthbert’s Parish, Edinburgh,
Scotland. Jane Peat was the daughter of John Peat and Margaret
Elizabeth Locke. Jane Peat married William Macgregor 28 April
1842, at South Leith, Midlothian.

The Post Office Annual Directory, Edinburgh, 1820 and subsequent
years, which 1is a [Hlisting of Noblemen, Private Gentlemen,
Merchants and Traders, in the City and suburbs of Edinburgh and
Leith, provided us with the following:

John Peat (John Peat, Sr.)

Address: Springfield, Leith Walk, Leith.
Alternately: Springfield, Leith Walk, No. 2 House.
or, in 1830, Fife Place No.5 House, Edinburgh.

John Peat married Margaret Elizabeth Locke on 24 November 1804 in
St. Cuthbert’s Parish, Edinburgh. Reported in the 1841 census for
Scotland, i1s John Peat, (Sr.), age 55, Customs, Leith (but not his
wife, Margaret Peat, who appears to be visiting daughter Agnes in
London, see below). Three of their children were also reported:
Jane Peat, age 25, James Locke Peat, age 13, and John Peat, Jr.,
age 8. The 1841 census shows their address as St. Anna Bank Spring
Gardens, South Leith, Midlothian. Included at this address was
Margaret Lock age 70 and we take her as being the grandmother.
This record suggests that John Peat was born about 1786. His
birth year i1s otherwise reported as 1782.
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A search of birth records during this period provided the
following entries for St. Cuthbert’s Parish, Edinburgh City,
Midlothian:

Parents: John Peat, Sr./Margaret Elizabeth Locke, married, 1804.

Children: Margaret Landalls Peat, born 26 June 1807.
Agnes Locke Peat, born, 17 November 1812.
Jane Peat, born, 02 July 1814.
Jessie Peat, born, 17 July 1816.
Peter Peat, born, 21 July 1820.
James Locke Peat, born 26 October 1827.
John Peat,Jr., 03 July 1832.

James Locke Peat died 03 December 1852, age 25 years. Some of
these children may have died prior to the 1841 census. Note that
John Peat, Jr. was born during the 28" year of the marriage. He
married Mary Vanhagen Stuart, 12 November 1857 in the Parish of
Islington, Middlesex. The 1871 census records him and his family
at 35 East Claremont Street, Edinburgh.

Agnes Locke Peat married David Littlejohn in St. Mary’s Church in
the Parish of St. Mary-Le-Bone 1i1n London on 16 August 1836.
Reported in the 1841 Census for England at King William Street in
the Parish of St. Nicholas Acons in the City of London are David
Littlejohn, age 27, Confectioner, Agnes Locke Littlejohn, age 25,
and Margaret Peat, age 53, all born in Scotland.

There i1s an Ancestral file on familysearch.org which iIndicates
that David Littlejohn died on 01 May 1869 in New York, New York,
USA and that Agnes Locke Peat or Littlejohn died on 18 August 1890
in Montclair, New Jersey, USA.

John Peat, Sr. died 11 March 1862 at Middlefield House, Aberdeen.
His certificate of death shows his age as 79 years, 9 months,
{born about 1782), his father as Thomas Peat, wharfinger
(deceased) and his mother as Isabella Peat or maiden surname
Sandeman, (deceased). The informant was John Peat (son) at 30
Haddington Place, Edinburgh.
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Margaret Elizabeth Peat, widow of John Peat, Sr. died at 14 Pitt
Street, Edinburgh, 25 January 1868, age 79 years, her father as
Peter Lock, Wood Merchant (deceased)and her mother as Margaret
Lock or maiden surname Landell (deceased). The informant was John
Peat (son) at 35 East Claremont Street, Edinburgh. She is buried
at Rosebank Cemetery, Section H, Plot 42. The grave 1is not
marked.

Birth records of the time report the following children of Thomas
Peat and Isabella Sandeman, all 1n Perth Shire. Thomas and
Isabella were the parents of John Peat, Sr.

Jean Peat 1777
David Peat 1778
Katherine 1799
John 1782
Elizabeth 1785
Janet 1787
George 1789
Thomas 1790
Patrick 1792
Margaret 1795
Isobella 1799

Genn family legend holds that Jane Peat is descended from Admiral
Peat of the Royal Navy. Anthony Genn makes reference to Admiral
John Peat, his great-grandfather. Harry Knowles refers to Admiral
Peat as Reginald Genn’s great-uncle. (Anthony and Reginald were
brothers, grand-children of Jane Peat. Harry Knowles, a nephew of
Reginald and Anthony, was a great-grandson of Jane Peat).

Admiral David Peat was born in Abbotshall, Fife shire, Scotland 21
June 1793. His father was James Peat and his mother was Margaret
Tillos. He died in Edinburgh 20 June 1879, leaving a movable
estate valued at £90,258. David Peat"s will makes no reference to
children of his own, his estate being shared by a sister, cousins,
nephews and nieces.

Admiral David Peat had married a widow in 1843. His age at the
time, about 50 years, might account for him not having children of
his own as beneficiaries in his will. Their residence was
Viewforth House, Edinburgh, now the site of Boroughmuir High
School, built 1n 1911. To the south of the school is Admiral
Terrace, built in 1881 and named for Admiral Peat. To the north
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of the school is Viewforth Square. David Peat’s final address, 20
June 1879 1s also shown as Viewforth House, Edinburgh.

Abbotshall, the birthplace of Admiral David Peat, is about 10
miles north from Leith and separated by the Firth of Forth. Some
of the assets listed in Admiral David Peat’s will were located in
Leith, the residence town of John Peat and his family.

David Peat i1s listed iIn the 1851 census for London, England as a
lodger at No. 4 Circus Street. His birthplace is shown as
Scotland and his occupation is reported as Captain, retired, half
pay .- On the 13™ April, 1865 he was promoted to Retired Rear
Admiral and on 01 October 1871 he was raised to Retired Vice-
Admiral. David Peat entered the Navy, 02 April 1810, promoted to
Lieutenant, 24 November 1817 and Commander, 09 June 1821. During
his 1llustrious career he was shot 20 times.

A photo In the Emily Lewis collection has written on the back in
Emily’s hand: John Peat, Grandmamma McGregor’s father, (the father
of Jane Peat). The photo shows John Peat i1n what has been
identified as the dress of an HM Government Customs Officer,
clearly not a naval uniform.

Here i1s the photo:
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JOHN PEAT
William Henry (Harry) Knowles (son of Edith Madison Genn) provided
us with a telescopic mechanical pencil, claiming that it belonged
to Reginald Genn’s uncle, Admiral Peat, the pencil being 150 years
old. Anthony Genn referred to Admiral John Peat as his great
grandfather.

These reports are not inconsistent with our present findings.
Admiral Peat may have been a cousin of John Peat, Sr., the father
of Jane Peat.

Three generations of fTamily recollections may have conveniently
transposed the title of Admiral from David Peat to John Peat.
These may yet prove to be related but, as they have different
parents, they are not brothers. The uniform in the photograph may
have inspired the switch.
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