
 LINKS    

The monthly Journal of the South Bay Genealogical Society 

March 2013              Mostly genealogy, with some history, and a bit of humor              VOL. 19   NO. 3 

THE MARCH 19 MEETING  
Susan Lewis Well will discuss “Basic English 
Research.”  If you are lucky, your ancestors 
were Anglican and you can find their records 
in Parish Records.  These existed since the 
time of Henry VIII.  Otherwise, you will need to 
rely on Civil Registration, which began in 
1837.  
 

Susan will explain all of this, and more.  
 

THE MARCH MENU 
Due to a scheduling conflict 
at Little Harbor, we will meet 
at SouthShore Regional 

library for our March meeting.   
 

We will enjoy Stacked Corned Beef on Rye 
with a side of Potato Salad, or  
 

 a Fresh Fruit Plate with a Blueberry Muffin. 
 

Dessert will be Apple Crisp with a dollop of 
Whip Cream. 

 
  IF YOU ARE RESEARCHING 
SCOTLAND, REMEMBER… 
The drink is Scotch, the people are  

  Scots or Scottish. Never call them  
  Scotch. If you ask what is worn under 
the kilt, they will tell you, “Nothing is 

worn: it is all in good working order.”  It’s a 
wonderful country. 
 

Digital technology is about to give 
Austrian gravestones the potential 
to speak across time by showing 
pictures and biographies of the 
people buried below.  All you need 

is a smartphone equipped with a scanner to 
read the so-called “quick response” (QR) to 
give genealogical information codes like the 
one shown.  

Genealogy: 
Tracing yourself back to better people  

 
ARE YOU THE ONLY ONE?  
 Chances are, you are not the 
only descendant of your great-
great-great-grandparents (or any 
other set of distantly removed 
ancestors). Have you located 
other descendants who may have 

pictures or information? Remember...it's not 
just about you. Other relatives may have 
ephemera or other material that could be 
helpful in your quest.  
 

 

BILL CLINTON says "There are only two 

countries I'm eligible to run for the leadership 
position.  If I move to Ireland and buy a house, 
I can run for president of Ireland, because of 
my Irish heritage.  
 

“And because I was born in Arkansas, which is 
part of the Louisiana Purchase, any person 
anywhere in the world that was born in a place 
that ever was part of the French empire, then if 
you move to and live in France for six months 
and speak French, you can run for president”  
            Maybe you, too, can qualify!   
 

SOME DNA BASICS 
Genealogical DNA tests looks at a 
person's genetic code at specific 
locations. There are three types: 
autosomal (atDNA), mitochondrial DNA 

(mtDNA), and Y-Chromosome (Y-DNA).  
Autosomal tests for all ancestry. A man's 
patrilineal ancestry, or male-line ancestry, can 
be traced using the DNA on his Y 
chromosome (Y-DNA). A direct maternal 
ancestor can be traced using mtDNA. MtDNA 
is passed down by the mother unchanged, to 
all her children. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MtDNA
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Y-DNA
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patrilineal
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Y_chromosome
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Y_chromosome
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MtDNA


 
THE IMPORTANCE OF BACKING UP 
The Archivist of the United States, in 
collaboration with state archivists around the 
country, declared October 10, 2012 to be 
Electronic Records Day. (This date was picked 
for the binary expression "1010.") 
 

 The idea behind this day was to bring 
additional attention to our country's digital 
repositories at all levels. Increasingly, the 
documents that evidence today's activities 
(from births, marriages, and deaths to reunion 
programs, church minutes, and school 
records) are at greater and greater risk of 
being lost. 
 

Many articles and web sites pertinent to 
personal digital preservation are available by 
Goggling Backup. This topic gets significant 
emphasis, since much of the problem rests 
with how poorly most genealogists 
preserve their digital assets for future 
generations . Many priceless images and 
sometimes irrecoverable data is lost each 
day because genealogists fail to take basic 
measures to properly back-up and share their 
family history data. 
 

The Library of Congress offers very useful 
downloadable PDF documents, 
streaming videos, and step-by-step guides  
about back upon its website: 
http://digitalpreservation.gov/personalarchi
ving. 
 
 

“Regularly saving files and documents in 
backup locations is always advised. Have you 
been redundant today? The time you spend 
today may be the time you don't waste 
tomorrow recreating or re-finding material. And 
are there backup copies of those pictures and 
other materials in a remote location?“   
                                               Michael John Neill 
Please take particular care to preserve your 
research! Ye olde  Editor 

  
Megan Smolenyak and Dick 
Eastman have both recently 
written that most every person in 
North America whose ancestors 
have been here for several 

generations is related to most everyone else in 
North America whose ancestors have been 
here for several generations.  Don’t be 
surprised to find you are related to most every 

important person in the U.S. – if you go back 
far enough 
 

HAVE YOU TRIED THEM ALL? 
A couple of respected genealogy bloggers, 
Randy Seaver and Lorine McGinnis Schulze 
have recently posted suggested websites: 
 

 
 

Ancestry.com 
FamilySearch.org  
Google.com  
AmericanAncestors.org 
GenealogyBank.com  
 MyHeritage.com  
FindAGrave.com  
FindMyPast.com  
Rootsweb.com  
LegacyFamilyTree.com  
WorldCat.org 
Library of Congress 
Amazon.com 
Archive.org 
Hathi Trust Digital Library 
Netflix.com 
LDS.org 
Maricopa County Library 
Pandora.com 
360Cities.net 
 
 

ARE YOUR DATES ACCURATE?  
“On October 19, 1735, by the Old Style 
calendar, their first child, a son, was born. 
When England adopted the Gregorian 
calendar in 1752, October 19 become October 
30.” 

 

The Gregorian calendar is 
internationally the most widely 
accepted civil calendar. It was 
introduced by Pope Gregory XIII, 
after whom the calendar was 
named, by a decree signed on 24 

February 1582. The reformed calendar was 
adopted later that year by a handful of 
countries, with other countries adopting it over 
the following centuries.    

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

      Motivation for the Gregorian reform was 
that the Julian calendar assumes that the time 
between vernal equinoxes is 365.25 days, 
when in fact it is presently almost 11 minutes 
shorter. The discrepancy results in a drift of 
about three days every 400 years. At the time 
of Gregory's reform, there had already been a 
drift of 10 days since Roman times, resulting in 

http://digitalpreservation.gov/personalarchiving
http://digitalpreservation.gov/personalarchiving
http://www.ancestry.com/
http://www.familysearch.org/
http://www.google.com/
http://www.americanancestors.org/
http://www.americanancestors.org/
http://www.genealogybank.com/
http://www.myheritage.com/
http://www.findagrave.com/
http://www.findmypast.com/
http://www.rootsweb.com/
http://www.legacyfamilytree.com/
http://www.legacyfamilytree.com/
http://worldcat.org/
http://www.loc.gov/index.html
http://amazon.com/
http://archive.org/
http://www.hathitrust.org/
http://netflix.com/
http://lds.org/
http://www.mcldaz.org/default.aspx?ctx=1.1033.0.0.6
http://pandora.com/
http://360cities.net/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_calendar
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Gregory_XIII
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Julian_calendar
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vernal_equinoxes


the spring equinox falling on 11 March instead 
of the ecclesiastically fixed date of 21 March.  
                                              Per Wikipedia 
 

 
 

 

RESERVATION  FOR MARCH SBGS LUNCHEON 

 
Please reserve __ luncheons for [list name(s)] 
 
 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

   at the March 19th South Bay Genealogical Society meeting at SouthShore Regional Library 

                        
 

  I/We prefer _____Corned Beef on Rye     or _____ Fruit Plate. 
 
  _____ A check for $13 per meal is enclosed.  
   
Mail this reservation slip, along with your check payable to South Bay Genealogical Society, to: 

South Bay Genealogical Society, P. O. Box 5202, Sun City Center FL 33571   
 

Reservations must be RECEIVED by March 13 - Late reservations cannot be accepted. 
========================================================================= 
 

SSDI 
Genealogists are not the only ones using the 
Social Security Death Index. Credit issuing 
firms, like banks, keep their database up to 
date with it. If a Credit Application shows the 
name/SS number of someone on the SSDI, it 
is immediately flagged as fraud. 

 

Want to Get the Younger 
Generation into 
Genealogy?   Pass Down 
Your Old Family Stories  

 
NOT EVERYONE NATURALIZED  
“Most immigrants to the United States did 
naturalize after they had been in the United 
States for some time. Some never naturalized, 
which would explain the lack of a 
naturalization record. Some naturalized before 
1906 when any court of record could 
naturalize and if you don't know where your 
ancestor resided for every moment of his life, 
you might not locate the record. Others may 
have thought they were naturalized by their 
father's naturalization and that they did not 
need to naturalize themselves. 

 
“Keep in mind that especially before the 
1920s, naturalization laws were confusing to 
many. One of those confused might have been 

your ancestor.”  By Michael John Neill  
 
 

#2"Genealogy is said to be America's 

            Second-most popular hobby." 
 

              says Beverly Strassmann, Univ.of Michigan   

              anthropologist. 

WE DID NOT START  IT 
Genealogy has extremely deep roots, with its 
beginnings going all the way back to the 
hunter-gathers of the Neolithic Period, about 
11,500 years ago.  

U.S. CENSUS RECORDS ONLINE 
A wide variety of options exist online for 
searching and viewing digitized copies of U.S. 
census records from 1790 to 1940 (the most 
recent census released to the public). Several 
subscription-based sites offer the entire run, 
with seamless searching and browsing. You 
can also achieve free access (at Family 
Search or Internet Archives at 
archive.org/details/us.census)  to the entire 
U.S. census run 1790–1940, however, if you 
are willing to use a combination of websites 
and put in a little extra effort.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spring_equinox
http://www.blogger.com/profile/10785989524587275817
http://archive.org/


Using alternate sources for the U.S. census 
can also be helpful when you can't find an 
ancestor where you expect him  on a particular 
site's or it is illegible. 



 

 P. O. Box 5202 
 Sun City Center FL 33571  

 
 

 

★     OUR 23nd YEAR  ★   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The next meeting is on March 19 
at SouthShore Regional Library  

 

National Genealogical Society’s 
Family History Conference, will be 
held 8–11 May 2013 at Las Vegas 

Hotel and Casino, Las Vegas, Nevada. Details 
and Registration at ngsgenealogy.org/ cs/ 
attendee_registration  

Imperial Polk GS Seminar April 13, 
Lakeland FL, Featuring Lisa Louise 
Cooke. Details at Ipgs.org 

$2.3 Billion was spent on Genealogy 
products and services in 2012, 
according to Global Industry Analysts. 
 

Brandon Family History Center is located: 
4806 Bell Shoals Road Valrico, FL 33596   
813-684-2049  
Hours M 9am-4pm;T 9am-1pm, 7pm-9pm; 
W 9am-4pm,7pm-9 pm. Closed major holidays  
 

Come to the luncheon meeting a bit early and 
enjoy the Third Tuesday Pre-Meeting Roundtable. 

It will convene at 10:45 AM in the Library’s 
Community Room. Bring your questions and 
the “group” probably has the answer. If you 

have not attended this SBGS “EXTRA”, come 
and give it a try.  

                 E-MAIL CONTACTS:    
The Society  SOUTH-BAY@JUNO.COM 

The Editor    JAFISCHER@JUNO.COM     

SBGS  Web Site              
     www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flsbgs   
 
 

 

FOR PAF HELP, CONTACT: 

Bill Patterson at 634-3775 
FOR ROOTS MAGIC HELP, CONTACT: 

         Beth Clarke, at  
                    bethnles@tampabay.rr.com 
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WE STILL NEED SOME HELP 
An important e-mail announcement was recently 
sent to all SBGS members but many of them 
bounced.  If you see your former address listed, 
please send your current e-mail address to 
 south-bay@juno.com so we can finish updating 
our list.  Many thanks. 
 

Glendaburgess, dahlhouse, cowell15, 
jbracken2, cs1846, halgey, labaris, 
,jimthompson, billshepard, istrickland2,  
tampa33611, jcs1201, quiltsforfun, barbnleriley 
childofthemountains, jhannigan 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

The  2012 – 2013 Officers  
  The South Bay Genealogical Society 
President   

Vice Pres. Frank Nauman  634-7280 

Secretary  Elizabeth Ward   642-8464 

Treasurer  Terri Cardozo    633-5172 

Director   Sally Wepfer     634-7539  

Director   Ed Frank         633-3032 

Director   Beth Clarke      642-9329 

Director   Jack Fischer     634-3664 

Director   Jennette White   633-6554 

Director   Bill Patterson   634-3775 

Historian  John Bowker  633-1427 

Past Pres. Mary McIntyre    634-3818  

tel:+1%20813-684-2049

