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THE FEBRUARY 17th MEETING  
Debra Fleming, the Ancestry Detective, returns  
to tell us about "Google for the 21st Century 
Genealogist."  Google is one of the biggest 
tools genealogists can use.  Using specific tools 
within Google we will search the World Wide 
Web and use “not so secret” skills for filtering 
results. This lecture will cover the main uses for 
Google by genealogists: Book, Blog, Image, 
Maps, Scholar and Patent Searching 

 

THE FEBRUARY  MENU 
 

Black Angus Meatloaf w/ Garlic 
Mashed Potatoes and Vegetables   
OR 
Eggplant Parmesan 
 

Dessert = Chocolate Mousse 
 

FAMILYSEARCH HAS NOW PUBLISHED 
AN INDEX TO FIND-A-GRAVE 

                    DOCUMENTATION – A PRIMER 
The importance of sources and the documentation of them in genealogical research 
can never be stressed too strongly. For genealogical purposes, documentation is 
the supplying of documents or supporting records or references. 

A “primary document” or “primary source” is described as a document that is 
created at or very close to the time of the event, such as a birth certificate or record; the informant 
is most often the mother who just gave birth, and it is usually signed by the doctor or midwife who 
delivered the child. Other examples include deeds and land records, wills and probate/estate 
records, court records, marriage records, and death records. 

A “secondary document” is one that was created after the fact, whether a few weeks or many years 
later. These sources could include such as letters, county histories, genealogical books of one 
family’s history, and most of what is on the Internet, to name a few. 

Many documents contain both primary and secondary information, such as a death certificate, in 
which the date and cause of death are certainly primary information, as those facts are provided by 
the medical official attending the patient. 

On the other hand, the information given about the parents and birth date of the deceased are 
usually given by an informant who was unlikely to have been present at the time of those events, 
such as a child or sibling of the deceased. 

The census is another example; the place of residence and the household members at the time 
can be considered primary information, while the ages and most other information must be 
considered secondary information. The accuracy depends completely (first) upon the person giving 
the information and (secondly) upon the enumerator’s reliability in recording that information. 

Information is not documented unless at least one primary source or two or more secondary 
sources are given. Documenting your research includes notes on why a record caused you to 
reach the conclusion that you did.  The reasoning needs to be included in your notes.                                          

Remember:    Genealogy without documentation is mythology 

http://familysearch.org/
https://familysearch.org/search/collection/2221801


NAMES                       

in Western Europe, surnames first came about 
in Medieval times as civilizations grew larger 
and it became necessary to distinguish between 
people.   

Sometimes, names were based on occupation: 
a blacksmith may have been “John le Smith” 
(John the Smith) which became, over the 
generations, “Smith,” and a person named 
Appleby lived by or tended the apple orchard. 
Celebrity Robin Leach’s ancestor was probably 
a physician (because in medieval times, 
physicians used leeches to bleed people). Actor 
Christopher Reeve’s ancestor, the one to first 
take the surname, was most likely a sheriff, and 
Sarah Jessica Parker’s early medieval ancestor 
probably tended a park. 

Other surnames were based on location: an 
Acker, which comes from “acre,” lived near a 
field, and a Hall lived in or worked in a hall of a 
Medieval nobleman’s house. And it doesn’t take 
much imagination to figure out what a forebear 
named Young or Strong or Gray looked like. 

And in many parts of the world surnames 
derived from men’s names. A person named 
Robertson is descended from someone who 
was the “son of Robert,” and a MacDonald is 
from a Scottish “son of Donald.” Armenian 
names of this sort generally end in “-ian,” Polish 
ones in “-ski,” and Irish ones are put together a 
little differently, starting with the prefix “Fitz-.” 

In Spanish-speaking parts of the world, people 
often take both their mother and father’s 
surnames. And some families still use family or 
“house” names that are not surnames at all, like 
the royal Windsors or Plantagenets.                  

                                       Extracted from Ancestry.com 
 

 
 
 

Genealogy's the only activity in which 
every time you get an answer, it gives  

you two more questions —                      
Who are the mother and father. 

 

  

OH, MY GOODNESS 

Scientists recently concluded that 
humans experienced a relatively 

sharp drop in testosterone about 50,000 years 
ago.  If only they had today’s pills, the whole 
evolution scheme could have been different. 

When transcribing a document or writing up your 
research conclusions, take a second look at 
what you've written. Do you really proof read 
what you've typed? That little bit of extra time 
may save you from making a mistake that later 
you realize is incorrect 

 

Americans with Irish genealogy 
can claim both Roman Catholic 
and Protestant Irish roots. Most 
Irish-Americans today are 

descendants of the Catholic peasants who fled 
the Emerald Isle to escape the ravages of 
poverty, beginning with the Great Potato Famine 
of the mid-1840s. Irish Catholic immigration 
would continue to dominate the flow of 
European immigration almost until the start of 
the Civil War. Thereafter, Irish Catholics would 
arrive in steady, if much smaller, numbers. 
 

 

Although some Irish Catholics found their way to 
the Americas before the Famine, Protestants of 
Irish genealogy dominated Irish immigration 
during the 18th and early 19th centuries. Many 
of these Irish immigrants were the progeny of 
the Scottish Presbyterians who had been 
transplanted to Ireland in order to consolidate 
Oliver Cromwell's 17th-century conquest of that 
nation. These Ulster Irish families (Scots-Irish) 
arrived in places like Derry, New Hampshire and 
Wilmington, North Carolina before 1700.  
 

A steady stream of Scots-Irish immigrants 
continued to enter the North American colonies 
throughout the 18th century. These intrepid 
colonists were critically important in opening up 
the colonial-frontier to settlement because they 
tended to settle deeper into the unprotected 
hinterland of Pennsylvania, Virginia, and the 
Carolinas than any other immigrants. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

       

VISIT THE DOWNTOWN TAMPA LIBRARY 
SBGS has arranged “A day at the John F. 
Germany Library.” On February 10, we bus 
from Kings Point North Clubhouse at 9 AM 
and will be met by the Genealogy Staff at the 
Library.  Bring your own lunch. Back home 
at 3:30, Bus cost $15. For reservation or info, 
contact Terry Cardozo 633-5172  

 

CONFUSED? surf to 

?http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb. 
ancestry.com/~randyj2222/abbrev.html for a 
complete list of genealogical abbreviations. 

 
If you have your family history saved on your 

computer: Always make a back-up! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

THE EDITOR COMMENTS 
64 of you nice people made suggestions in the 
December meeting survey regarding LINKS.  
There were a many valuable ideas and I will try 
to incorporate all that I can.  Some may take a 
while to implement but here are a few of the 
answers you sought.  Please send me any 
additional suggestions. This is your Newsletter 
and we want to make it as valuable to you as 

possible,                           Thanks,  Jack 
 

Information on Lineage Societies 
 surf to cyndislist.com/societies/lineage 
Local contacts - DAR Mary McIntyre 634-3818 
                          1812 Mary McIntyre 634-3818 
                          SAR Bill Love 634-2749. 
 

2015 Meeting Schedule 
January 20 - John (Jack) Butler 
      And now the rest of the story  
February 17 -Debra Fleming  
     Google for the 21st Century Genealogist 
 March 17 - George Morgan & Drew Smith 
     Overcoming those Brick Walls. 
 April 21 - Jim Lannin   
      Headstone Photography for the 
Genealogist 
May 19 - Melissa Scharp, Brandon Family 
      History Center – FamilySearch  
 
Address of  Little Harbor  
536 Bahia Beach Blvd., Ruskin FL 33570 
 
LINKS Delivery Problem/Change Address 
Call John Bowker 633-1427 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Per  your request 
To avoid having to cut up your copy of LINKS 
we will now include a separate Reservation 
Form.  

 
Websites of nearby societies 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Southwest 
Florida –j gsswf.org 
Lakewood Ranch Genealogical Society - 
choco8448@gmail.com, 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Tampa Bay-  
rootsweb.ancestry.com/~fljgstb/ 
Manatee Genealogical Society - 
rootsweb.com/~flmgs 
Genealogical Society of Sarasota 
rootsweb.com/~flgss 
Englewood Genealogical Society - egsfl.org 
Tampa Genealogical Society - fgstampa.org 
Brandon Area Genealogical and Historical 

Society - rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flbaghs 

Pinellas Genealogy Society - 

rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flpgs 

Pasco Genealogy Society - 

rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flpcgs 
 

HELPFUL HINTS 
• Start with yourself and work backwards  

• Use the 1940 US Census - It lists full    

      household names, occupations. and family 
members 
 • Use the Social Security Death Index  
 • Use EllisIsland.org  -  Chicago, Philadelphia 
also processed many immigrants 

 • Use the ships manifests  

 • Use military records  

 • Visit Stevemorse.org 
      As suggested by Schelly Talalay Dardashti  

 
 
 

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~randyj2222/abbrev.html
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~randyj2222/abbrev.html
http://jgsswf.org/
mailto:choco8448@yahoo.com
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~fljgstb/
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~fljgstb/
http://www.rootsweb.com/~flmgs
http://www.rootsweb.com/~flgss
http://egsfl.org/
http://fgstampa.org/
http://rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flbaghs
http://rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flpgs
http://rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flpcgs
http://rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flpcgs


 
P. O. Box 5202 
 Sun City Center FL 
33571  
 

 OUR 25th YEAR     

 
 

 

The next meeting is at noon on February 17th at 
Royal Palm Room - Little Harbor 

To a voi  

 

 
 

GENEALOGY Q&A  
Monday, February 2 - 10 to 11:30 AM  

Caper Room in SCC Atrium Building 

Subject - More Websites for Research 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

cangenealogy.com claims 

to be “Your guide to the best 
genealogy sources in Canada! 
And it probably is. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

                 LAST CHANCE 
On February 10, we will purge the 
LINKS mailing list of those who have not 
paid their 2015 SBGS dues. Send your 
payment to SBGS, POB 5202 Sun City 
Center FL 33571 before Feb. 10  to 
avoid missing a single Issue. 
Questions?   
Call Treasurer John Bowker  633-1427. 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Come to the luncheon meeting a bit early 
and enjoy the Third Tuesday Pre-Meeting 

Roundtable. It will convene at 10:45 AM in 
the Royal Palm Room at Little Harbor. Bring 

your questions and the “group” probably 
has the answer. If you have not attended 

this SBGS “EXTRA”,  
come and give it a try. 

 
 
 

                 E-MAIL CONTACTS:    
The Society:  SOUTH-BAY@JUNO.COM 
The Editor:    JAFISCHER@JUNO.COMSBGS 
 Web Site :   www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flsbgs   
 
 

FOR PAF HELP, CONTACT: 
Bill Patterson at 634-3775 

FOR ROOTS MAGIC HELP, CONTACT: 
             Beth Clarke at         
                 bethnles@tampabay.rr.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   FIRST CLASS MAIL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

New episodes of “Who do you 
think you are” begin on the 
Learning Channel (TLC) on 
February 24.  Check local paper 
for time and channel. 

 
 
 

 

 

2014 – 2015 Officers  
 South Bay Genealogical Society 

♒♒♒♒ 
President  Maurice Musholt  634-2573 

Vice Pres. Dru Thomas       634-9513 

Secretary  Jack Fischer     634-3664 

Treasurer  John Bowker             633-1427 
Director   Terri Cardozo    633-5172 

Director   Ed Frank         633-3032 

Director   Beth Clarke      642-9329 

Director   Carol Acosta          633-0997 
Director   Jennette White   633-6554 

Director   Scott Niblick    677-4591 

Director   Lynn Freeland    634-9092

http://cangenealogy.com/


 
RESERVATION FOR FEBRUARY 17, 2015 SBGS LUNCHEON AT LITTLE HARBOR 

 
 Please reserve luncheon(s) for  _________________________________________________________ 

 

     I/We prefer _____Meatloaf    or _____ Eggplant Parmesan    or ______ Gluten Free 
 
     _____ A check for $13 per meal is enclosed.  
   

Mail this reservation slip, along with your check payable to South Bay Genealogical Society, to: 
South Bay Genealogical Society, P. O. Box 5202, Sun City Center FL 33571   

 

               Reservations must be RECEIVED by February 11 - Late reservations cannot be accepted 
 


