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JUNE                                   Special Summer Edition SBGS News                         Vol 26 No 5 

               A Note From the Editor 
 

         In these times of uncertainty we are now 
going through, never did we think we’d be 
experiencing something like our ancestors did a 
hundred years ago with the Spanish Influenza!  
These are trying times.  To help ease these days 
of, dare I say boredom?, since we’re 
“quarantined” mostly at home, I’ve put together a 
special edition of the LINKS including reminders 
of things you can do from home.  Hopefully you 
will find something that will pique your interest. 
     So hang in there, shelter in place, practice 
social distancing, and we will prevail.  Going 
through this coronavirus pandemic (I call it the 
“beervirus”) may be something you could write 
about in your memoirs, to pass down to your 
descendants.  Wouldn’t it have been interesting to 
read about our ancestor’s experiences going 
through the 1918 pandemic?  Just a thought! 
Take good care, be careful and be safe everyone! 
     SBGS will try to keep you informed of any 
upcoming announcements and change of status 
on what’s happening.   
 

Your LINKS Editor 

A Note From the President 
 

      Remember, as genealogists, we are also historians.  

Our family history is affected by the events taking 

place around us.  I was amazed when I moved into a 

new school district as a young man, and every day our 

school bus would pass a graveyard outside of the town.  

I learned that that cemetery was used to bury the 

victims of the 1918-1920 Spanish Flu Pandemic.  No 

one else was buried there—just those who died from 

that pandemic. 

      There are a number of historic events that have 

caused many Americans to die.  Here is an adjusted list 

(as up to date as possible): 
 

 Civil War (850,000- estimates vary) 

 The 1918-19 Spanish Flu (675,000 deaths) 

 World War II (405,399) 

 World War I (116,516) 

 The 1957-58 (Asian) Flu Pandemic (116,000) 

 The 1968 (Hong Kong) Flu Pandemic (100,000) 

 COVID-19 currently (94,656 as of 5/22/20) 

 Vietnam War (58,220) 

 Korean War (36,574) 

 The 2009 H1N1 Flu (Swine Flu) Pandemic 

(12,469) 
 

COVID-19 will possibly rank 4th (Highest estimate - 

worst case: 200,000) or 6th (Low estimate: 100,000) on 

this list.  Other pandemics or epidemics listed by some 

journalists or researchers:  the Yellow Fever, the Polio 

Virus, Zika Virus, Sars Virus in 2002, Ebola, and 

HIV/AIDS.    
 

Submitted by Bill Simmons – SBGS President 
 

Information taken from the Congressional Research Service, 

the Defense Casualty Analysis System, the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention and a number of articles, including 

Fred Lucas’ “4 Ways the 1957 Pandemic Resembles, and 

Differs From, COVID-19” and Time Magazine article by 

Olivia B. Waxman and Chris Wilson.      

 

ROOTS LESS TRAVELED 
 

"Roots Less Traveled" is a live- 
action, half-hour TV program on 
Saturday at 12:00pm on NBC.  It follows two 
family members as they gain a newfound 
understanding and respect for each other on 
their quest to learn more about their family 
history.  Viewers will be taken on a literal 
journey to unique places around the globe, 
learning more about the culture and history of 
these significant locations and events that 
happened there.  You will witness these family 
members grow closer as they gain wisdom not 
only about themselves, but 
also about how their past has 
helped shape their present. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  You might be a genealogist if: 
 

……you talk about your 
dead ancestor as though 
they were still alive. 

 

 

South Bay Genealogical Society 
PO Box 5202 

Sun City Center FL  33571 
 

  Library Card Holders 
 

All Public Libraries are still 

closed until further notice.  

However, Ancestry Library 

Edition, which is normally a 

service provided as “In Library 

Use Only,” is still allowing 

customers to access the 

platform from home until 

further notice.  However, last 

info available was that Ancestry 

is only accessible free thru the 

end of May.  So you may want 

to take advantage in case 

HCPLC does not extend it 

further.  You still have a few 

days.  Customers will need to 

log in with their library card 

and pin.  Don’t forget other 

library databases you can 

access with your library card. 

 Florida State Genealogical Society Poolside Chats 
 

The "Poolside Chats: A Genealogy Webinar Series" is organized by the Technology 

Outreach Committee and presented to the FSGS membership and the public on a monthly basis. 

What is a Webinar? 
A webinar is a presentation via the Internet. You can see and hear the presenter and ask questions from the comfort of 

your home.  FSGS webinars are held the 3rd Thursday of the month at 8:00 pm (EST).  The live presentation is open 

to the public; the archived version is limited to members of FSGS.  How much does it 

cost to attend an FSGS webinar? To attend the live presentation, there is no cost.  
  
Go to www.flsgs.org to see upcoming webinars and click on the registration link.  After registering, you will receive 

a confirmation email containing information about joining the webinar along with a link specific to you.  Also see the 

FAQ box if you have any questions.   

 

FSGS 2020 Poolside Chat Webinar Schedule 
 

 
28 May 2020 – Jill Morelli, CG® 
Using Non-Population Schedules for Context and Evidence 
Registration: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/6682448348431687948 
 
18 Jun 2020 – Janis Minor Forté 
Seven Proven Strategies for Identifying Slave Ownership and Reconstructing 
Families New Paths and Trails 
Registration: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/168448884277637388 
  
16 Jul 2020 – Ann Staley, CG®, CGL(SM) 
America’s New Deal: The WPA’s Federal Project Number One 
Registration: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/681839450588982539 
 
20 Aug 2020 – Judy G. Russell, JD, CG®, CGL(SM) 
Death by Undue Means: Coroners’ Records 
Registration: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/6088353628642701579 
 
17 Sep 2020 – D. Joshua Taylor, MA, MLS 
Hidden Gems: Materials in Digital Libraries for Family History 
Registration: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4907007549434914572 
 
15 Oct 2020 – Michael L. Strauss, AG® 
The Great War: Researching Your World War 1 Ancestors 
Registration: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/7402787893812092428 
 
19 Nov 2020 – Patricia Walls Stamm, CG®, CGL(SM) 
Traveling the US Marine Highway 
Registration: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/5290725012900946188 
 
17 Dec 2020 – Annette Burke Lyttle 
How Research Plans Can Up Your Genealogical Game 
Registration: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/6965656155468940812 

When ever you change 
your address or e-mail, 

notify SBGS at: 
 southbaygs@gmail.com 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pandemic or Epidemic? 
 
Pandemic adjective:  occurring over a wide geographic area 
and affecting an exceptionally high proportion of the population 
 

Pandemic noun:  an outbreak of a disease that occurs over a 
wide geographic area and affects an exceptionally high 
proportion of the population: a pandemic outbreak of a disease 
 

Epidemic adjective:  affecting or tending to affect a 
disproportionately large number of individuals within a 
population, community, or region at the same time; 
characterized by very widespread growth or extent: of, relating 
to, or constituting an epidemic 
 

Epidemic noun:  an outbreak of disease that spreads quickly 
and affects many individuals at the same time; an outbreak or 
product of sudden rapid spread, growth, or development 
 

LEGACY FREE WEBINARS 
 

Legacy Family Tree 
Webinars has been 
providing free webinars which will 
continue through the month of May!  
So there is still time to take 
advantage of these freebies.  Each 
day they will be unlocking one Legacy 
Family Tree webinar from the 
membership library to 
be available to watch 
for free.  Go to 
www.familytreewebinars.com 
to register for their free webinars. 
 

ABC PRESENTS NEW PRIME-TIME SERIES 

THE GENETIC DETECTIVE 
Premiering Tuesday June 2

nd
 at 10:00pm 

Hosted by Genealogist CeCe Moore 
 

“The Genetic Detective,” follows investigative genetic genealogist CeCe Moore and her work 

with DNA technology company Parabon NanoLabs.  In the series, Moore and her team are revolutionizing crime 

solving by working with police departments and accessible crime scene DNA to help trace the path of a criminal 

suspect’s family tree, uncover their identity and bring them to justice.   

 

For the past decade, Moore, a self-trained genetic genealogist, has pioneered genetic genealogy 

techniques utilizing a growing body of genetic data in conjunction with traditional genealogical records to help 

adoptees find their birth parents and to solve family mysteries.  Since 2018, Moore has used her unique research 

skills to transform the face of crime solving, helping to identify more than 100 violent criminal suspects. 

 

  “I had a growing passion for genetic genealogy and I recognized its power very early on.  Yet at  

  the time, in 2010, there was no such thing as a professional genetic genealogist so I had to blaze my 

  own trail in order to make this my full-time career,” said Moore.  “I knew the potential these 

techniques had for solving mysteries – really, for any type of human identification.  Whether it is an adoptee 

looking to find their birth parents or helping law enforcement track down a potential suspect, this process provides 

answers in a new way and helps a family move beyond something that’s painful or has been burdening them.” 

 

Some of the series cases CeCe will be investigating include “The Case of the Missing Lovebirds,” Moore works 

with Seattle’s Snohomish County Sheriff’s Office and takes on her first-ever cold case as a genetic genealogist – 

the double homicide of Jay Cook and Tanya Van Cuylenborg.  The young couple disappeared in 1987 after taking 

a ferry from Vancouver to Seattle.  They were later found miles apart, gagged, bound and brutally murdered. With 

a smattering of clues, but no real leads, the case was cold for 30 years.  “The Genetic Detective” will also examine 

the murder of 8-year-old April Tinsley with Indiana’s Fort Wayne Police Department; the double homicide of 

mother and daughter Sherri and Megan Scherer with the New Madrid County Sheriff’s Department in Missouri as 

well as the murder of Genevieve Zitricki with the Greenville Police Department in South Carolina; the 1996 

murder of Angie Dodge with Idaho Falls Police Department in Idaho; the Ramsey Street Rapist with North 

Carolina’s Fayetteville Police Department; and the 2018 rape of 79-year-old Carla Brooks with Utah’s St. George 

Police Department. 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

  

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CCCC    OOOO    NNNN    TTTT    AAAA    CCCC    TTTT    SSSS    
SBGS:  southbaygs@gmail.com 

SBGS website: https://sites.rootsweb.com/~flsbgs/index.htm 

Roots Magic Help – Beth Clarke:  bethnles@tampabay.rr.com 

Membership Questions call Bill Love:  634-2749 

Luncheon Reservations/Questions call Dotty Love:  634-2749 

Programs/Newsletter Dru Thomas: sbgsdruthomas@gmail.com 

Pinellas Genealogy Society 
Online Meeting-June 20, 2020-11:00am 

 

Guest Speaker Jack Butler presents 
Genealogy Research: Working Around the Edges 

 

Many records and techniques get overlooked. Tax Records, 
School Records, Employment Records, Personal 

Correspondence, Manuscript Collections, and a wide range 
of home and family sources of genealogical information are 

covered in this program. 
 

Join the Zoom live meeting by going to this website 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85772712842?pwd=YmtxT1
VMUkpXbkJybGNIb0ExRGRkQT09 
 

The link can also be found on the PGS Website 
(PinellasGenealogySociety.com) and on 
our calendar (accessed thru the website). 
 

The event is free and open to the public. 

 

Internet Genealogy 
Magazine 

With the COVID-19 situation, 
and with the majority of people being 
quarantined to their homes, we thought 
we would take this opportunity to offer 
you this FREE issue download of 
Internet Genealogy magazine so you 
would have something to add to your 
reading collection. There are no strings 
attached. 

Use this link https://bit.ly/IG-Download to 
download the FREE issue. 

Please enjoy the free issue and stay 
safe. Hopefully you will find this free 
issue helpful and maybe it might inspire 
you to start a subscription. You can 
always visit our website at www.internet-
genealogy.com and get subscription 
details there. 

You might be interested in the Apr/May 
2020 edition, which is also 
available in PDF format. 
The price for 
the PDF is $4.00. 

Editors’s Note:  I was still 
able to download this free 
magazine a/o 5/22/2020. 

Research Tip 
 

Entering information in too many search 

fields will limit the results you’ll get.  Start 

by leaving most of the search fields blank.  

Then you can refine your search or use filters 

to get better results.   

 

UNUSUAL TOMBSTONEUNUSUAL TOMBSTONEUNUSUAL TOMBSTONEUNUSUAL TOMBSTONE    
 

Murphy’s Law 

 of Genealogy 

 
You find your family in the 

census and write to the county 

where they lived for 40 years, 

only to receive a letter stating 

all the county records burned. 

Pina Sapienza Basso  ~  1886 - 1942 
Cimitero Monumentale di Catania Catania, 

Città Metropolitana di Catania, Sicilia, 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

A MESSAGE FROM 
 
 

 
 
We are working to restore library service to our 
customers in a gradual and safe manner.   
  
Our next step in this process will be to offer contact-
free curbside pickup of holds beginning Tuesday, 
May 26 at the following locations:   
   
Bloomingdale Regional Public Library 
C. Blythe Andrews, Jr. Public Library 
Jan Kaminis Platt Regional Library 
Jimmie B. Keel Regional Library 
Maureen B. Gauzza Regional Public Library 
New Tampa Regional Public Library 
North Tampa Branch Library 
SouthShore Regional Library 
Town ‘N Country Regional Public Library 
  
Contact-free curbside pickup will be available by 
appointment only, Monday-Friday 10 a.m to 6 p.m. 
  
When you receive notification that your hold is 
ready for pickup visit hcplc.org/curbside or call (813) 
273-3652 to schedule your appointment.  
Look for a confirmation email with additional 
instructions. 
  
When you arrive at your appointment, please 
remain in your vehicle and have your library card 
number ready. A library staff member will bring the 
items out to you, pop your trunk, and our team will 
place the items in your vehicle. 
Library staff will be wearing 
protective gear and adhering 
to social distancing.  

 

In Gateway to Freedom: The Hidden History of the 

Underground Railroad, Pulitzer prize-winning author Eric 

Foner takes a new look at the history of the underground 

railroad. Foner focuses particularly on New York City’s 

role in the abolitionist movement and the routes taken by 

fugitive slaves on the path to freedom. During the decades 

preceding the Civil War, New York’s strong commercial 

ties to the South made abolitionist activities difficult and 

dangerous within the city, necessitating that these activities 

be more secretive and therefore less well-known than in 

places such as Boston and Philadelphia. Using records 

created by agents of the Underground Railroad, 

abolitionist organizations such as the New York Vigilance 

Committee, and newspaper accounts from the time, the 

author is able to demonstrate that New York City was an 

important link that has gone mostly unrecognized.  

 

Much of the historical literature written 

about the Underground Railroad has focused 

heavily on the white abolitionists who participated, from 

organizational leaders and newspaper editors to the 

Quakers in Pennsylvania. While giving due recognition to 

these activists, Foner also introduces us to some of the 

many black abolitionists, both enslaved and free, without 

whose efforts the railroad could not have succeeded. While 

most people have heard of the heroic exploits of Frederick 

Douglass and Harriet Tubman, many other African 

Americans played important roles in assisting fugitives. 

These include people such as dock workers, hotel porters, 

railroad employees, members and employees of 

abolitionist organizations, and the many men and women 

who provided shelter and aid to those fleeing North.  

 

By the eve of the Civil War, large 

numbers of northerners were 

activelysupporting the goals of  

the abolitionists and assisting 

runaways. Maybe your ancestors 

were part of this historic 

undertaking. 

 

Courtesy of Karen Fortin 

ON THE BOOKSHELF 
 

Gateway to Freedom: 

The Hidden History of the 

Underground Railroad by Eric Foner 

GENEALOGY FUNNIES 

 

You obviously have no idea whose great-great-
great granddaughter you’re ticketing! 

 


