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The Next Menu 
 

Cabbage Rolls 
Mashed Potatoes 

Peas & Pearl Onions 
 

OR 
 

Baked Stuffed 
Shells 

w/ Marinara Sauce 
and Veggie 

 

Lunches include Salad 
 Bread/Butter, Coffee/Tea 

Dessert 
 

Any questions call 

Sheila: 319-631-4457 
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April 21st Luncheon Meeting 
 

CANCELLED! 
 

It is with regret that SBGS decided the 
April luncheon meeting will not take place 
due to the Coronavirus pandemic.  
 

As of now, the United Methodist Church 
has announced that they have no idea how 
long they will continue to cancel all events 
at the church.  With many positive cases 
becoming known every day, and with all 
the closings, the best thing to do is to stay 
home, or at least practice social distancing 
and avoid crowds of 10 or more.   
 

SBGS will let you know of any upcoming 
announcements.  Until we get into April 
and can assess the situation, stay tuned for 
updates regarding May.  

Did You Know? 
In Germany, references to the 

Easter Bunny can be traced 
back to the 16th century, and 
is credited with introducing  

the Bunny to America. 

      Can’t Find a Female 
 Ancestor’s Maiden Name? 

 
Make sure to search digitized newspaper websites using 
her married name or her husband’s name.  Why?  She 
could be listed as a survivor in an obituary for her 
parents or a brother, which would provide you with her 
maiden name.  Remember to search for her as Mrs. 
[husband’s given name and surname] as well as Mrs. 
[her given name] husband’s surname. 

 
By Gena Philibert-Ortega, Internet 
Genealogy/Your Genealogy Today 
Research Tips & More Vol 6 #17, 14 May 2019 
 

Stay tuned for information about our next scheduled Luncheon Meeting on May 19th 
 

Soon it will be time to elect new SBGS Officers 
and Board Members for the upcoming 2020-2021 
season.  Help! We need volunteers!  Terri Cardozo 

is heading the nominating committee. Please 
consider serving on the Board of Directors.  

Contact Maurice Musholt at 634-2573 or e-mail 
wmusholt@tampabay.rr.com or Terri at 

633-5172 or e-mail sbgstcardozo@gmail.com 
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Weird Taxes Our Ancestors Paid 
 
As much as we grumble about income taxes, you could 
argue our ancestors have had it worse. At different times 
and places in history, they’ve had to pay these weird taxes. 
 

Hats 
From 1784 to 1811, Britain levied a tax on men’s hats. It 
was intended to tax the wealthy more than poorer folk. The 
former presumably owned more, fancier hats. Hat retailers 
had to buy a license, and each hat had to 
have a revenue stamp glued to the inside. 
 

Windows 
In 1696 in England, “An Act for Granting to His Majesty 
Several Rates or Duties Upon Houses for Making Good the 
Deficiency of the Clipped Money” created a property tax 
based on the number of windows in a house. The tax was 
repealed in 1851. 
 

In the United States, the so-called 
“glass tax” or “window tax” was a nickname for the 1798 US 
Direct Tax, which included a tax on dwellings valued at 
more than $100 and on 2 acres or less. It used the number 
of windows as one measure of values. Pennsylvania direct 
tax records are on Ancestry.com. 
 

Dice 
The Stamp Act of 1765 taxed Britain’s American colonists 
on lots of things, including dice, playing cards and 
newspapers. Most of the colonies formally condemned the 
act, protests turned violent, and several colonies held a 
Stamp Act Congress. Parliament repealed 
the act the next year. 
 

Wallpaper 
In 1712, during the reign of Queen Anne, England imposed 
a 1 pence-per-square-yard tax on printed, patterned or 
painted wallpaper. Decorators would bypass the tax by 
hanging plain wallpaper, and then having it stenciled by 
hand. Britain abolished the tax in 1836. 
 

Family Tree Magazine Newsletter 
Diane Haddad  18 Apr 2019 
 

Stay tuned for more weird taxes in the May LINKS 

               ATTN:  Library Card Holders 
 

All Public Libraries are now closed until further 
notice.  However, if there is any good news it’s that 

Ancestry Library Edition, which is normally a service 
provided as “In Library Use Only,” has been changed 
to allow customers to access the platform from home 
until April 30th.  Customers will need to log in with 
their library card and pin.  Don’t forget other library 

databases you can access with your library card. 

 

 
 

DUE TO THE CORONAVIRUS  
The SouthShore Regional Library announced that 
it is canceling all programs, events, and meeting 
room use.  Libraries will be closed until further 

notice.  Therefore the 

       Genealogy Tech Forum 
scheduled on April 6th has been cancelled. 

SouthShore Regional Library Volunteers 
 

 do not report for duty in the Genealogy Center. 
Once this crisis has passed, Dottie Smiley will be 

sending volunteers an e-mail with the next 
schedule for the Genealogy Center.  

 

Since we will be spending a lot of time at 
home during this heath crisis, you may want 
to take advantage of the following webinars 
you can access at home from your computer. 

 

Florida State Genealogical Society Poolside Chats 
(see March LINKS for 2020 schedule)  Go to 
www.flsgs.org to see upcoming webinars and click on 
the registration link.  After registering, you will 
receive a confirmation email containing information 
about joining the webinar along with a link specific to 
you.  These are free and membership not required.   
 

And thanks to SBGS Member Cyndi Shue-Claeys and 
for sharing this:  New York Genealogy & 
Biographical Society is providing free webinars from 
March 17 to April 3. Go to: 
https://www.newyorkfamilyhistory.org/ for info about 
the webinars.  Director Scott Niblick posted info 
about this free webinar on Facebook .  Thanks Scott! 
 

ATTN:  SBGS MEMBERS 
 

Because the March & April luncheons have been 
cancelled, we are repeating the March menu since the 
church had purchased most of the provisions for the 
next menu.  Choice is:  Cabbage Rolls OR Stuffed 
Shells.  Therefore, if you chose to have your lunch 
payment held over for May, Sheila will use your 

March meal choice reservation form for May.   
 

At this point we are playing the “waiting game” as to 
what will happen about the May Luncheon Meeting.  
However, if you paid for March or April and can not 

attend the May luncheon, please contact Sheila and let 
her know to void your check.   

 

sbgsohalloran@gmail.com 
 

FYI:  Checks have not been deposited yet  



Murphy’s 
Law of 

Genealogy 
 

You learn there is 
a county history 
on microfilm of 
the county your 

ancestors 
originated.  It has 
16,000 pages and 

is not indexed. 
 

 

                Historical Postcards 
on           Ancestry.com 

 

Ancestry.com has updated their collection of U.S. 
Historical Postcards, 1893-1960.  You might be wondering 
how historical postcards would be valuable to your 
genealogy research.  The collection description sheds 
some light on what you can use this database for: 
 

“This database contains over 115,000 historical postcards 
with photos of places in the United States.  Each postcard 
caption has been indexed and may be searched by 
keyword or location.  The database also includes the city, 
county, state, and postcard era (estimated 
year range) for most postcards. 
 

This database is primarily useful for  
obtaining a photograph or picture of a specific place in 
time.  If you do not already have pictures of the places 
your ancestors lived, historical postcards are a good 
alternative to personal photos.” 
 

Lisa Louise Cooke’s Genealogy Gems Newsletter by Lacey Cooke 
 

 
 
   
 
  
  
  
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  

 
 
  

 
 
  
  
   

 
   
 
  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Come to the luncheon 
meeting a bit early and 

enjoy the Third Tuesday 
Pre-Meeting Round 
Table.  It convenes at 
10:30am in the LEC 

auditorium at the United 
Methodist Church-SCC.  
Bring your questions and 
the “group” probably has 
the answer.  If you have 
not attended this SBGS 
“EXTRA”, come and 

                        give it a try. 
 

Whenever you change your 
address or e-mail, please 

notify SBGS at: 

 southbaygs@gmail.com 
 

South Bay Genealogical Society 
PO Box 5202 

Sun City Center FL  33571 

Get Your Reservation in 

ASAP! 
 
 

Reservations for the SBGS 
luncheon meetings must be in 

12 DAYS prior to the 
luncheon.  April reservations 
must be in the post office box 

by Thursday, April 9th.  
 Allow 3-4 days for mailing! 

 

GENEALOGY FUNNIES 

  The 2019 – 2020 Officers 
South Bay Genealogical Society 

 
President - Bill Simmons…….…...814-205-6170 
Vice Pres - Dru Thomas……......….....634-9513 
Secretary - Lynn Freeland …........…...634-9092 
Treasurer - Joan Weening…..………..633-5274 
Director - Terri Cardozo……..…....…..633-5172 
Director - Beth Clarke………..….........642-9329 
Director - Scott Niblick  
Director - Sheila C. O’Halloran ....319-631-4457 
Director - Cathy Rebhun……….….......643-4649 
Director - Linda Vitale 
 

(area code 813 except noted) 
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Start a New Monthly Habit! 
              Back up Your Files! 

 

Actually, you can make backups at 
any time. However, it is easier and 
safer if you have a specific 
schedule. The first day of the 
month is easy to remember. 
 

Of course, you might want to back up 
more than your genealogy files. 
Family photographs, your checkbook 
register, all sorts of word processing 
documents, email messages, and 
much more need to be backed up 
regularly.  So why not do that 
on the first day of each month? 
 



 
 

 
   
  
  
 
 
 
 
  
  
  
 
 

 
 
  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
   
  
 
 

 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   ON THE 
BOOKSHELF 
 
It’s All Relative:  Adventures Up and Down 
the World’s Family Tree by AJ Jacobs 
 

In this month’s book, It’s All Relative: Adventures 
Up and Down the World’s Family Tree, author 
A.J. Jacobs describes his personal venture into 
the world of genealogy. Not content with 
researching his direct ancestors, Jacobs seeks to 
champion the idea of a single, global family tree 
that reflects the familial connects of everyone in 
the world.  
 

Filled with both humor and insight, It’s All 
Relative, follows the author’s ups and downs 
while he attempted to hold the world’s largest 
family reunion; culminating in the Global Family 
Reunion which took place 6 June 2015. With 
both successes and failures, the event was held 
simultaneously on the site of the 1964 New 
York’s World Fair, and in more than forty 
locations around the world. While the event did 
not accomplish all of his goals, it did bring public 
attention to the idea that in one way or another 
everyone is connected. Whether 
it is your immediate relative, the 
cashier at the store, the star of 
your favorite television show, 
or a farmer in Asia, we are all 
“cousins.” 

 
 
Article courtesty of Karen Fortin 

 

More Legal Terms Found 
in Courthouse Records 
 

F 
Fee simple:  Refers to an estate granted to a man and 
his heirs with no limitations or conditions. 
 
Freeman:  An enfranchised citizen. The right to be 
called a freeman was a political right dependent upon 
specific qualifications imposed by law. A freeman was 
not a freed slave, nor a released indentured servant. 
 
Friendly suit or amicable action:  An action brought 
and carried out by the mutual consent and arrangement 
of the parties to obtain judgment of court on a doubtful 
question of law, the facts being usually settled by 
agreements. 
 

I 
Inmate:  One who rented his land from a landlord. 
 

M 
Marital agreements:  Contracts between parties who 
are either on the threshold of marriage or of separation. 
These may be premarital, antenuptial, or postnuptial 
agreements. 
 

N 
Nuncupative will:  An oral will declared or dictated by 
the testator in his last illness before a sufficient number 
of witnesses. 
 
Family Tree Magazine Newsletter 
Marsha Hoffman Rising – 18 Apr 2019 
 

Stay tuned for more Legal Terms in the May LINKS 

           IN THE SHADOW OF THE CLOCK 
 

  We all have limited time to devote to genealogy, so it makes 
sense to try to decide as soon as possible what your focus will be. You 
probably plan to concentrate on your own ancestors, but in most cases 
you'll also need to research collateral relatives and others along the way. 
As your research progresses, you might realize you're most interested in 
studying the connections between individuals who share a particular 
surname. Or you might want to pay particular attention to one of your 
maternal lines if many elderly relatives in that part of your family are still 
living. You can always reassess your priorities and alter the direction of 
your research later on, but keep your priorities in mind. 
 

By Sue Lisk, Internet Genealogy/Your Genealogy Today Newsletter 
Research Tips & More! Vol 6 #18 – 25 May 2019 

 

The term "Scots-Irish" refers 
to the descendants of 
Scottish people who 

emigrated to Ulster in the 
seventeenth century to take 

advantage of economic 
opportunities. By the 

beginning of the eighteenth 
century, an estimated one-
third of Ulster's population 

was Scottish. 
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 DNA LINGO 
 

Y-DNA: genetic material 
passed down from father to 
son. Because surnames also 
pass from father to son, Y-
DNA tests can confirm (or 

disprove) genealogical links 
through a paternal line. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

C O N T A C T S 
SBGS:  southbaygs@gmail.com 

SBGS website: https://sites.rootsweb.com/~flsbgs/index.htm 
Roots Magic Help – Beth Clarke:  bethnles@tampabay.rr.com 

Membership Questions call Cathy Rebhun:  643-4649 
Lunch Reservations call Sheila C. O’Halloran: 319-631-4457 

Programs/Newsletter Dru Thomas: sbgsdruthomas@gmail.com 

Directory of Irish Genealogy 
 

Persons with Irish ancestors 
will appreciate the directory 
of Irish genealogy Web site: 

 

http://homepage.tinet.ie/~seanjmur
phy/dir/index.htm 
 
First published in 1990 and online since 1998, 
the directory contains an excellent collection of 
materials to further your research. The site also 
includes a link to the 2017 edition of A Primer in 
Irish Genealogy (PDF file), edited by Sean J. 
Murphy. It provides an extensive introduction to 
Irish genealogy research with guidance to 
reference and general sources of all types. 
Another link from the site goes to a database of 
The Church of Ireland Gazette, 1856-1923. 
 

By George G. Morgan, Internet 
 Genealogy/Your Genealogy 
 Today Research Tips & More 
Vol 6 #10 - 6 Dec 2018 
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How to Find Some of the More Obscure 
Collections of Genealogy Records 

 
Google, DuckDuckGo, Bing, and other search engines are 
great for finding online databases that are useful to 
genealogists.  However, smaller collections and even obscure 
ones are not prominently listed in the big search engines.  Yet 
there are a few online listings that can point the way to 
finding what you seek. 
 
The Genealogy Roots Blog at 
https://genrootsblog.blogspot.com contains pointers to 
many online genealogy databases, records and resources.  The 
focus is on vital records (birth, marriage and death records), 
obituaries, census records, naturalization records, military 
records and ship passenger lists.  Although the blog is based 
in the USA, online European, Canadian, and other records 
sources are sometimes included.  You may also occasionally 
see a fun post or genealogy news.  Joe Beine does a great job 
of adding more and more links as time goes by. 
 
Another huge resource is Cyndi’s List, available at: 
https://www.cyndislist.com.  The site contains roughly 
336,000 links to genealogy-related web pages in more than 
200 categories.  The various categories include many sources 
online records as well as pointers to newsletters, religious 
groups, historical information, 
geography, and much, much more. 
 
Cyndi’s List is free for everyone to use and is meant to be 
your starting point when researching online for information in 
the United States and also in many other countries.  Indeed, 
Cyndi Ingle has labored many thousands of hours since 1996 
to produce this huge online resource. 
 
I would suggest you check out both the Genealogy Roots 
Blog and Cyndi’s List to see if they contain information that 
may help you in your family history searches. 
 
Eastman’s Online Genealogy Newsletter 
Richard Eastman – 22 Mar 2019  

Three Important Notices to All Members 
 

(1)  Everyone Must Check In!  When you arrive at 
the luncheon meetings, please stop at the sign-in 
table and let Sheila and Cathy know you are attending 
the luncheon, even if you are having the regular meal. 
 

(2)  If you plan to attend the luncheon meetings just to 
hear the speaker and not have lunch, please contact 
Sheila at (319) 631-4457 or e-mail her at 
sbgsohalloran@gmail.com so we can plan for space 
and have enough handouts for everyone.  A “lecture 
only” table for members not having lunch will be set 
up in the back corner.  Do not sit at a lunch table. 
 

(3)  Finally very important!  Once the reservation 
count for lunches has been sent in, if you have paid 
for your lunch but do not attend, SBGS can not 
reimburse your money or transfer to the next month.  
SBGS has to pay for the lunch even if you do not 
attend the luncheon meeting. 


