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Research: Don’t be stymied by dead ends.

Many times the census records are the 
easiest to research and one can use the index or 
see the document. However, it is time limited 
such as from the period of 1790 thru 1940.  
There is also, another drawback. Not everyone 
appeared in the census nor was mentioned in 
the index. That is a fact. Nor were their names 
spelled correctly or their ages correct, yet we 
cite them as a gold proof  source.

Online resources for census records are 
available from several websites, such as 
FamilySearch.org, Ancestry.com, Heritage 
Quest, CensusRecords.com or National 
archives, some are free access or by 
subscription. No more do we have to sit at the 
microfilm reader and scroll through the 
millions of  records.

However, after researching a census 
record, some give up after not finding their 
ancestor.  Instead, one should access all of these 
sites to view all of the records available, before 
giving up. All indexes are not the same, nor 
prepared by the same people. All published 
sources are not the same either. If you still 
cannot find your ancestor, look at the 
genealogy websites of your state, and check 
what the local level has available. Some of the 
best ones for state level research are the 
USGenweb Project , Access Genealogy, 
Genealogy Bank RootsWeb, and World Vital 
Records to name a few.
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 There are many records out there,  such as tax records, 
newspapers, records in local area of ancestors residence, wills, 
petitions, church records, or records of adjoining counties, to 
name a few. In other words, do not say,  “I can’t find my 
ancestor”, until you have done an exhaustive search.
 If you can’t find your ancestor, try looking for groups of the 
same surname in your location. Many times, the ancestor might 
be referred to as a “son”, a “daughter”, or even a cousin, or an 
uncle , and really may not be that connection.
 The fact is, not every ancestor will be found. But the 
premise of genealogy research is to do a thorough effort, to 
“turn over every rock”, to “climb every mountain”, to make an 
effort to place your ancestor in the area, with family that you 
have proven. Document your research extensively, and cite the 
sources that you have researched.
 If you watched “Genealogy Roadshow” this last season, you 
were aware that even all the best experts were not able to find 
some of  the ancestors.
	 Subscribe to genealogy related websites for the latest 
information and tips, attend your genealogy society meetings, 
and try to find family members with whom to collaborate with 
for your research.
	 When you have covered all these areas, then it is time to 
move on,  and concentrate on the next ancestor on your list. Do 
not get discouraged, you have many more ancestors to find. 
	 	 	 	 	 by Virginia Britten, Editor

But don’t give up, your search has just begun.



PCGS   COUNTY  LINE .........!  PAGE2

PCGS County Line, Post Office Box 2072,  Dade City, Fl 33526

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK

 Hello Fellow PSGS Members,
As I sat at my computer, giving thought 

to the President’s message, I want to first 
thank everyone for their confidence in my 
service when re-electing me for this office.   
Looking back on my prior terms as 
president, I remember thinking, I will never 
be able to do this job. I  am following in the 
footsteps of many great leaders, but thanks 
to many great officers and chairmen, things 
have run smoothly.  

 
As we enter this New Year, let us all try 

to get past our fears of serving on a 
committee, volunteering to help on the 
Dade City Banner or helping with 
refreshments.   We are a great group of 
people willing to help others with research.   
We have lots of wonderful things planned 
for the coming months.   We will hear from 
local folks on things like the Genealogy 
collection at the John Germany Library in 
Tampa, Scott Black on our local cemeteries 
and pioneers who make these their final 
resting place and from some of our local 
members as well.     We have a lot of talent 

in our society as evidenced by some of our 
past speakers.   Let any of the officers know 
of your interest in presenting some of your 
family research.

 
I want to take this opportunity to 

THANK all the outgoing and incoming 
officers for all their hard work this past year 
and their willingness to help the society this  
year.  I also want to welcome back all of our 
Northern friends,  it is so good to see all of 
you. We are grateful for all our members.

You have so many good stories to tell, 
please step up and tell us some of them. If 
not as a speaker, then as a writer for the 
newsletter. Virginia will be glad to help you 
with the writing, if  you need help.

Also, if you are out and about and see 
a good speaker that you think the rest of us 
would like,  please tell us about them. Now is 
the time for us to plan for the September, 
October,  and December meetings and we 
need your input.

 
Until next time,   Janet

Janet Avery, President 2014 Debra Fleming December speaker on “Walking in the Footsteps of  Our Ancestors”

Programs ??
We h ave h a d exc e l l e n t 
programs last year, in looking 
back, thanks to Deborah 
Adles, Program Chair.

Now. it is time to plan for the 
2014 - 2015 season and we 
need to know just what kind of  
topics you, the members, 
would want us to pursue.

We need your help. Tell us 
what topic you would like to 
hear about during the coming 
year. Or have you heard an 
exciting speaker whom you 
would like to recommend?

Do you have topics that you 
have questions about and 
someone could help you?

If so,  your officers and 
directors would like to know 
about them so we can help you 
in your research questions.
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I started doing genealogy in 1998 
and for the most part, I  have been 
successful. I have located information 
on all my paternal grandfather’s siblings 
except this sister, Zella Chambers.

Zella was born in 1899, the 
daughter of Peter M. Chambers and 
Cora Viola (Parker) Chambers.

Zella’s father died in Indianapolis, 
Indiana as a result of a train accident in 
1917, and her mother died in 1949 in 
Oilton, Oklahoma.

Her siblings are Everett Robert 
Chambers ( my grandfather) (d.1954); 
Leslie Chambers (d. 1960); Harrison 
Chambers ( d. 1915; Oscar Chambers 
(d.  1996);  Agnes Chambers (d.1958); 
Clyde ( d. as an infant 1893; and 
Warren Daniel Chambers (d. 1977).

The 1920 U. S. Census Westfield, 
Illinois, Zella was living with her 
mother and a four year old son, Charles 

R. Cooper. The father of Charles is not 
listed.

Information provided by another 
researcher says Zella was married 
several times,  including to an unknown 
Cooper 1915-1916; John H. Glass, M. 
Aug 1, 1925 to he d. 1932; Everett 
McKee, who d. 1982; and the last Edd 
J. Liebman, m. March 31, 1951 and 
who d. Aug 1 1968.

Zella survived Mr. Liebman and at 
the time she was 69 years of  age.

I have Edd’s death certificate and a 
second cousin who lives in Oilton, 
Oklahoma, who attended the funeral of 
Zella Liebman, maintains she is buried 
i n t h e H i g h l a n d C e m e t e r y. 
Unfortunately, he could not remember 
the date she died.  I cannot locate an 
obituary or a tombstone for the couple 
Ed and Zella.

I contacted the Court House in 
Oilton, OK., to see who had the 

records for Highland Cemetery.  The 
county clerk told me she had no record 
of Zella Liebman as being buried in 
that cemetery and the lot next to Edd J. 
Liebman is empty.

The funeral home who took care of 
Edd has gone out of business, and I do 
not know what happened to the 
records.

I would really like to have a death 
date or an obituary for Zella Liebman, 
but I cannot find either record.

If any members of the society 
could find one or both, I would really 
appreciate hearing from you, or if you 
have any suggestions on what or where 
I should look next, please contact me at 
lurijan@aol.com with Zella Liebman in 
the subject line, as I do not open any 
email from people I do not know.

Please help.
Jan

“HELP ME,” FIND MY GREAT AUNT ZELLA LIEBMAN.

 BY JAN STAUGH

Civil War Memories
The January meeting was focused on the Civil War, and the officers presented their stories 
and favorite websites to browse for Civil War research. Handouts were sent to the 
members and are still available, if  you would contact us.
Our main speaker was Doug Richardson, who is a Civil War buff and he told the story of 
his ancestor Ephraim Asbury Ludwig, his Great, Great Uncle who was with 112th NY 
Volunteers.  Ephraim was born in 1836 and was a very good recruiter for the Union Army 
because he was such a terrific speaker,  as well as an officer. He rose from a Private to the   
full Col. by the end of the war. Doug described his ancestor with such vigor that the 
audience was spell bound as he talked about all the battles he was at, and his wounding. 
through the troop’s movement and experiences of his ancestor’s travels of the 112th NY 
Volunteers. Ephraim died at the age of  51, a man who had experienced so much.

mailto:lurijan@aol.com
mailto:lurijan@aol.com
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   In June of  last year, I flew to 
Philadelphia to attend the reunion of  the 
Dr. Bodo Otto Family Association.   My 
seven year old granddaughter Gabby 
accompanied me.  I wanted her to learn 
something about the life of  her 7th great-
grandfather.  Gabby had learned a little bit 
about the Liberty Bell and I wanted to take 
her to see that and some of  the other 
historic sites in Philadelphia as well.

    My 5th great-grandfather, Dr. Bodo 
Otto, was born in Hanover, Germany in 
1711.  At the age of  13 he was apprenticed 
to a surgeon and began his training as a 
medical doctor and physician.   After years 
of  apprenticeship and intensive oral 
examinations, he was finally certified and 
licensed to be a doctor and surgeon.    He 
served in various posts, some associated 
with the military.   His first marriage 
produced a daughter whose mother died as 
a result of  childbirth complications.  This 
daughter was my 4th great-grandmother.  
Following the death of  his first wife, he 
married again.  This second marriage 
produced three sons - Bodo Jr., Christopher 
Frederick and John Augustus, as well as a 
daughter who died at a young age.  All 
three of  his sons would receive training as 
physicians under the tutelage of  their father 
and at medical schools in Philadelphia.

    Following the death of  his father, Dr. 
Bodo Otto decided to emigrate to America.   
In 1755 he and his family arrived in 
Philadelphia where he established a medical 
partnership with another German-born 
physician.  He eventually moved to Salem 
County, New Jersey to provide for the 

medical needs of  the growing German 
community there, most of  whom were 
employed in the glassmaking industry.

    In 1765, Dr. Otto’s second wife died in 
New Jersey and he returned to 
Philadelphia.  Eventually he moved to the 
then frontier area around Reading, 
Pennsylvania, establishing a medical 
practice and an apothecary shop.   As 
tension with Great Britain grew, Dr. Otto 
aligned himself  with the patriot cause and 
was elected to the Provincial Congress of  
Pennsylvania which, in turn, elected 
Pennsylvania’s delegates to the  Continental 
Congress.  Dr. Bodo Otto has been 
described as a “humanist, physician and 
philanthropist”.   At the age of  65, he 
decided to enter the military and served as 
colonel of  the First Battalion of  German 
Militia of  Pennsylvania which was attached 
to the Continental Army.  He participated 
in the Battle of  Long Island where all his 
medical tools and equipment were lost 
during the hasty American retreat.  He 
participated in the Battle of  Trenton and 
treated the wounded soldiers housed in the 
Old Barracks.  When General Washington 
led the Continental Army into winter 
headquarters at Morristown, New Jersey, 
Dr. Otto accompanied them.  He was with 
the army at the battles of  Brandywine and 
Germantown.  When the Continental 
Army wintered at Valley Forge, Dr. Otto 
was assigned to Washington Hall, a hospital 
at Yellow Springs which was adjacent to the 
encampment.  As director and chief  
surgeon, he cared for the severely wounded 
and those with chronic illnesses. (con’t p. 5)

My Ancestor, Dr. Bodo Otto
                                         By James Mason Fritz

A
Family Story

of  a Grandfather 
and his 

Granddaughter 
who 

spend time together 
during the summer 

learning about 
their ancestor.
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Throughout the war, he was 
instrumental in encouraging all soldiers 
to be inoculated against smallpox.   He 
remained at Yellow Springs   until he 
was discharged in 1782.

        Following the war’s end,  Dr. 
Otto returned to Reading where he 
entrusted his practice and apothecary 
shop to his son, Dr. John Augustus 

Otto.   He attempted to establish new 
medical practices in Philadelphia and 
Baltimore but was not successful.   He 
returned to Reading where he died in 
1785.

       Two years ago, I was elected to 
be the Vice-President of the Dr. Bodo 
Otto Family Association.   This past 
June,  the Association elected me as 

their President.    I have committed 
myself to keeping his memory alive 
and extending knowledge of his 
accomplishments to the thousands of 
his descendants who live across the 
United States and to all those who 
enjoy the benefits of the sacrifices he 
made for his adopted homeland. 

Dr. Bodo Otto, by J. M. Fritz, continued from page 4.

SSDI access now limited, by Judy G. Russell
Posted on December 30, 2013 by Judy G. Russell at http://www.legalgenealogist.com/blog/2013/12/30/ssdi-access-now-
limited/
Budget bill bans public access for three years. Yes, the budget bill was signed into law.

Yes, the language that eliminates public access to the Social Security Death Master File — also known as the Social Security 
Death Index (SSDI) — for three calendar years after an individual’s death was in the budget bill when it was signed.
No, nobody crossed out the language exempting the SSDI information from the federal Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA).
The budget was signed into law on Thursday, December 26th, 2013. It includes that dratted closure of the SSDI and the 
exemption of SSDI information from FOIA, sold to Congress on the flimsiest of threads — as a purported revenue-
enhancing measure.
The argument was that it would save up to $60 billion in fraud by preventing identity theft and the filing of false tax returns 
(and it won’t) and that it would raise up to $500 million in new revenue by requiring those who do get access to the 
information to pay for a certification program (and it might raise at least some portion of  that amount).
So where does that leave us, here on what we can all hope is the last bad-news-day of  2013?
Here’s the big immediate impact, and it’s from the fact that the FOIA exemption took effect the minute the budget bill was 
signed: genealogists should not — I repeat, we should not — order SS-5 forms (requests for issuance of a Social 
Security number) for anyone who has died in the last three years.
The FOIA exemption means that all requests for “information on the name, social security account number, date of birth, 
and date of death of deceased individuals maintained by the Commissioner of Social Security” of people who’ve died in the 
three calendar years before the request will be denied. So there’s no sense in wasting our time or money sending in tons of 
requests for SS-5s on recently-deceased relatives.
The second big effect will be to stop reporting new deaths on the SSDI, and while the law says it won’t take effect for 90 days 
from the signing of the law — or 26 March 2014 — it’s unlikely that any updated version of the SSDI will be available from 
now on until three calendar years have passed from the date of  any individual’s death.
As of today, existing SSDI data that’s online is remaining online. No online service provider has indicated any intention of 
pulling any information that’s already available. But new information won’t be available for some time.  Sigh…
Here’s to a happier New Year… we hope.

http://www.legalgenealogist.com/blog/2013/12/30/ssdi-access-now-limited/
http://www.legalgenealogist.com/blog/2013/12/30/ssdi-access-now-limited/
http://www.legalgenealogist.com/blog/author/judy-g-russell/
http://www.legalgenealogist.com/blog/author/judy-g-russell/
http://www.legalgenealogist.com/blog/2013/12/30/ssdi-access-now-limited/
http://www.legalgenealogist.com/blog/2013/12/30/ssdi-access-now-limited/
http://www.legalgenealogist.com/blog/2013/12/30/ssdi-access-now-limited/
http://www.legalgenealogist.com/blog/2013/12/30/ssdi-access-now-limited/
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A few months ago, I spotted a 
reference to an obituary notice for my 4-
times great grandmother, Frances P. 
Sanchez.   I  had little real information 
about her.  Undocumented stories gave 
her maiden-name as Yonge and middle-
name as Panchetta.   I knew that she was 
the first wife of Francis Roman Sanchez, 
Territorial judge and colonel.  He 
remarried after her death.  I have lots of 
information about him, but little about 
Frances.  No even a birth or death date.

The reference I found was in an 
online Florida State Genealogical 
Society (FSGS) database.  It gave me 
s o m e g r e a t s e c o n d a r y s o u r c e 
information (an extraction).

I could see that it was her location, 
date, and husband matched my 
information.   And it listed the 
newspaper as the Florida Herald and 
Southern Democrat down to the page 
and column.

I expected that University of 
Florida library repository would have 
the full obituary.  Well,  there were only a 
few issues of it in the collection.  Next I 
knew the Tampa-Hillsborough Public 
Library subscribed to the Genealogy 
Bank (a collection of old newspapers, 
books, and records) so I asked a friend to 
check it for me.  Well this newspaper 
was not in the system.  The FSGS 
database was sanitized enough to leave 
no back trail to who contributed the 
information.

I decided to check the Mail List for 
the county Frances died in which is 
Alachua County.   I provide an email to 
the list with the information from the 
database and my email address.  Within 

two hours a kind and generous soul had 
emailed me an image of the obituary 
notice.  I had a primary source of 
information.  My benefactor wrote that 
she got it from the Genealogy Bank as a 
subscriber, not through a library. [I will 
go into library limitations some other 
time.]

So what is a genealogical Mail List. 
They are found on rootsweb.com and is 
described on the webpage as, “mailing 
list for people who are interested in any 
or all aspects of genealogy, anywhere in 
the world.”  They system dates back to 
1 9 8 7 .  A n c e s t r y. c o m b o u g h t 
Rootsweb.com and it all still works.   I 
follow several country list,  surname list, 
but dropped my genealogical software 
list because it was overwhelming. 

On the Rootsweb.com webpage you 
will see the link to the mailing lists.  For 
locat ions mai l ing l i s t that can 
breakdown to localities sometimes.   So 
you click to subscribe but first search the 
archive for the list to what the 
discussions are like. And if you like 
subscribe you get copies of the emails 
sent to your email address, I choose to 
get them in the digest mode so I get a 
day’s worth bundled at a time (and they 
are yesterday’s post from the list.)  When 
you post only capitalize the surname if 
you must, don’t ramble,  be specific with 
names dates and places, and thank 
people for helping you.  Oh, to post you 
send an email to the Mail List.

I have noticed that Yahoo groups 
function similar to the Mail Lists.

 “Finding that Old Obit,” in an old “Mail List”.
By Tom Santa Cruz, Chairman of  Genealogy Committee
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..............End of  the Line.

UPCOMING Events
	 February 8, 2014 PCGS Meeting- J.M. Fritz will 
be the facilitator for the program about Lineage 
Societies.  If you are a member of one, please be prepared 
to share your experiences with us.

 March 8, 2014 PCGS Meeting - Ann Palmer will 
be the speaker on the subject of “How to Find the 
Elusive Female”. Ann is going to give us good methods of 
tracking our female ancestors, and if you need help in this 
area, this is the program for you.

	 March 28 - 30 2014  FLGS  37th Conference
The three-day conference will be held at the Hilton 
University of Florida Conference Center in 
Gainesville, Florida on 28 - 30 March 2014.  Reserve 
your room now and make plans to attend.
Keynote Speaker is Lisa Louise Cooke. A wonderful set 
of speakers have agreed to fill in the rest!  You will be 
delighted with the exciting conference plans. 
This is a fantastic conference with so much for 
every genealogist!  Check the website (www.flsgs.org) 
for conference registration details.
  Tom Santa Cruz will represent our society by 
presenting our Banner in the Opening parade, and  
Janet Avery, will be there, too. The main theme of the 
conference is “CSI Genealogy!”

HAVE YOU TRIED THESE?

https://rootstech.org/about/videos/
This will lead you to last years video’s of the major 
sessions and give you several hours of genealogy 
lessons right at your home computer. This will be your 
last chance probably, because they will have this year’s 
“rootstech” video’s online soon.

http://imr.inflandersfields.be/
search.html.
Here you will find a new archive, “Ireland’s 
Memorial Record” , containing 49,000 Irish 
soldiers who died during the World War l. 
Records cam be searched by military unit, by 
place of birth, by place of burial or 
commemoration, Belgium, Ireland, or UK.

ht tp ://www.o l ive t reegenea log y.com/sh ips/
palship_list.shtml
L I S T O F S H I P S TO P H I L A D E L P H I A 
PENNSYLVANIA 1727-1808

http://www.pagenweb.org

A good place to find Pennsylvania records, a part of 
the US Genweb. Go to the county you want and click 
to see what they have.

W E L C O M E ...................... NEW MEMBERS

John Blundell

Sherril E. Hurd

http://www.hilton.com/en/hi/groups/personalized/G/GVNCCHF-FSG314-20140327/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG#reservation
http://www.hilton.com/en/hi/groups/personalized/G/GVNCCHF-FSG314-20140327/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG#reservation
http://www.hilton.com/en/hi/groups/personalized/G/GVNCCHF-FSG314-20140327/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG#reservation
http://www.hilton.com/en/hi/groups/personalized/G/GVNCCHF-FSG314-20140327/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG#reservation
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.flsgs.org%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHRzzaqeZ_Ibgy9GWhlrvk8iouKnA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.flsgs.org%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHRzzaqeZ_Ibgy9GWhlrvk8iouKnA
https://rootstech.org/about/videos/
https://rootstech.org/about/videos/
http://imr.inflandersfields.be/search.html
http://imr.inflandersfields.be/search.html
http://imr.inflandersfields.be/search.html
http://imr.inflandersfields.be/search.html
http://www.olivetreegenealogy.com/ships/palship_list.shtml
http://www.olivetreegenealogy.com/ships/palship_list.shtml
http://www.olivetreegenealogy.com/ships/palship_list.shtml
http://www.olivetreegenealogy.com/ships/palship_list.shtml
http://www.pagenweb.org
http://www.pagenweb.org
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But besides being a 
blessing, the internet is 

also a curse: shoddy 
research abounds, 

undocumented family 
connectives are 
widespread, and 

spurious sources often 
outnumber the 
legitimate ones.

Henry Z Jones, Jr. 
Fellow, American 

Society of  Genealogists 
28 August 2013
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SOCIETY INFORMATION
Meetings are the second Saturday of each month, September 
through May of each year. There are no membership meetings 
held in June, July, and August. The public is welcome to attend.

Meetings are held from 10 a.m. to 12 noon at the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints at 9016 Fort King Road ( State 
Road 41), between Zephyrhills and Dade City, Florida. 

MEMBERSHIP
Open to all persons interested in genealogical research.  Annual 
dues cover the period from January 1 through December 31 of 
the same year.

Pasco County Genealogical Society
P.O.Box 2072

Dade City, Fl 33526

www.rootsweb.com/~flpcgs/

http://pascogenealogy.blogspot.com/

Visit us on Facebook, too.

http://www.rootsweb.com/~flpcgs/
http://www.rootsweb.com/~flpcgs/
http://pascogenealogy.blogspot.com
http://pascogenealogy.blogspot.com

