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Do Our Ancestors and Relatives Guide 
from the Other Side? by James Mason Fritz

Long before I knew of any family 
connection to Dr. Bodo Otto, I  was  drawn to a 
building with strong family connections.   
Looking for a home in which to raise a family, 
my wife Pam and I saw an ad for a historic 
south Jersey sandstone home located on Kings 
Highway in historic Swedesboro, New Jersey.  
Swedesboro was  founded as one of the 
principal communities in the fledgling New 
Sweden colony which had been established 
along the Delaware River.

    The home needed extensive repairs  and 
modernization, the cost of which was  far 
beyond my income as a public school teacher.   
Pam and I toured the inside of the house and 
were saddened to see its  deplorable condition 
and the damage done by youthful vandals  who 
had set fire to one of the bedrooms upstairs.    
Although the cost of purchasing and repairing 
this  colonial home was far beyond our reach, 
we were both drawn back to it,  visiting it many 
times and dreaming of what life in this colonial 
landmark might be like.

       A wealthy couple eventually purchased 
the building and restored and modernized it.   
They gave a presentation on the challenges 
encountered during the restoration and invited 
members of the Gloucester County Historical 
Society to tour their house.   Pam and I toured 
the restored home and jointly felt great joy
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 in their hard-won accomplishments.   About a decade later, I 
discovered that one of the previous owners,  Dr. Bodo Otto Jr., 
was a relative of mine.   He was,  in fact, a brother to my 4th 
great-grandmother, Maria Elisabeth Otto.
    While most would probably chalk our interest in this old home 
to mere coincidence, my wife and I feel sure we were guided to it 
by a force trying to lead me to identifying my ancestry.   If only 
the walls could talk.   What marvelous family secrets might be 
revealed. 
*
My youngest son, Mark, and a friend sit on the front steps of the 
fully restored Dr. Bodo Otto Jr. house in Swedesboro, New Jersey.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK

 Hello Fellow PSGS Members,
How quickly time passes, it is hard to 

believe that this is  my last year as President 
of PCGS, the last two years  have been a 
wonderful experience. We have had many 
great programs, with many more to come.

A special thank you to our VP 
Deborah Adles  for lining up a wonderful 
group of speakers for the past and coming 
months.

 My heartfelt thanks to all the members 
of the Executive Committee for their hard 
work this past year.

While I am at it, we couldn’t have 
gotten along without our Refreshment 
Committee, Ellouise Wynn, Brenda Riley, 
and Anna Baker.  They have kept us in 
refreshments for several years.  KUDOS.

Ellouise has announced that she wants 
to be retired in 2014, so we are looking for a 
person to take her place on the committee.

URGENT
It is  election time again. This year we 

will be electing a President, Vice President, 
Secretary. Jim Fritz will continue as 
Treasurer if elected.   Bea Crandall will 

remain as  Director for another two year 
term and Nick Felicione is  volunteering to 
run for Director, two year term. 

We also have openings  in most of our 
committees.  PLEASE consider serving your 
society in any way you can.

In order for the Pasco County 
Genealogical Society to be successful we 
need membership participation.  Without 
your help, we will not succeed.

 I am asking YOU to find a way to 
contribute some time and help PCGS 
continue to be a dynamic society.

December 14th Debra Fleming will 
speak about “Walking in the footsteps of our 
ancestors: researching the lineage of the homestead”. 
Please make plans to be with us.

God Bless  all of you in your 

research journey. My sincere Thank you 
to everyone and best wishes  on your 
continuing research journey.  

Have a Happy Thanksgiving, a 
Merry Christmas and a safe and Happy 
New Year.

               Janet Avery

Janet Avery 2012-2013 Dalph Knepp, Jr., Robert Thompson, and James Fritz , “Hear no evil, See no evil, and Speak no evil”

GENEALOGY BLOG

www.genealogyblog.com/?
p=24043
Would you like to know how to 
find some of your elusive 
women ancestors? Using a 
CD, at your convenience? This 
blog by Leland  K. Meitzler, 
founder and editor of Heritage 
Quest, is a must see.
 He has put together a 
wonderful CD, “Chasing 
Women: Finding Female 
Ances tor s”which can be 
purchased for $9.95, and then 
you will have it to watch and 
study forever. The topics  are 
extensive, and include at least 
seven documents  of where to 
look for their information.
	 Access the website, and 
read all about his offering.
 Leland has presented over 
2000 lectures  and we all know 
o f h i s g reat work w i th  
“ G e n e a l o g i c a l H e l p e r ” 
magazine.

http://www.genealogyblog.com/?p=24043
http://www.genealogyblog.com/?p=24043
http://www.genealogyblog.com/?p=24043
http://www.genealogyblog.com/?p=24043
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Recently, Rebecca presented a 
program on how to use different kind of 
maps in our genealogy research.  She is 
from F lorida Public Archeology 
Network.  In her program, she talked 
about how to secure and use the 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, General 
Land Record Maps, Coastal Survey 
Maps Historical Aerial Photographs 
and Ordnance Survey Maps. She gave 
us permission to pass  along her web 
URLs to our membership.

We have all heard about the 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps and the 
reasons they are so valuable for finding 
our ancestral homes. She had several 
examples of the kind of maps available 
ranging from 1887 to the present.They 
record all the structures, not just the 
house and many are available in paper 
or digital form at many libraries. To 

learn more see, http://ufdc.ufl.edu/
sanborn

The General Land Record or 
(GLO) Maps show land/lot boundaries 
showing Township,Range, and Section. 
Using these maps  plus land records  and 
patents proves to be very valuable. To 
s e e m o r e  h t t p : / /
www.glorecords.blm.gov/

If you have areas  near water, the 
best maps would be the Coastal Survey 
Maps. They show landscape features 
and some structures. This website is 
r e a c h e d a t  h t t p : / /
historicalcharts.noaa.gov//historicals/
search

From the 1930s to the 1990s  there 
are aerial maps from the Historical 
Aerial Photographs found at http://
ufdc.ufl.edu/aerials

For searching in the U.K., the best 
site is  Ordnance Survey Maps which 
has recorded towns throughout the 
U.K. from the mid 1700s. To see more 
www.old-maps.co.uk 

Rebecca O’Sullivan presented a 
very good program and can be reached 
a t r o s u l l i v @ u s f . e d u .  O r 
www.facebook.com/FPANwestcentral

Maps for Genealogists
PRESENTED BY REBECCA O’SULLIVAN

DECEMBER MEETING
Debra Fleming, will be presenting “Walking in the footsteps  of our ancestors: researching the lineage 

of  the homestead”.
Finding the land of our ancestors can be daunting but there is nothing in the world like walking on property owned by 
our ancestors.  Its  very much like a homecoming.  In this country we are looking for a homestead.  In Ireland, it’s called a 
township.   Mapping the boundaries can be difficult but not impossible.   Tracing the lineage of the land requires many 
skills.  We will explore, what we need to know in order to trace the lineage of the land of our ancestors and the steps we  
   need to take to walk in the footsteps of our ancestral home.   As always, Debra provides  a wonderful 
     presentation and you will not want to miss it. Mark your calendars now to attend the Saturday, 
     December 14, 2013 meeting. If  you are not familiar with the speaker, here is a url to her bio at
	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 http://www.theancestrydetective.com/The_Ancestry_Detective/Welcome.html
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 Francis Kilburn, my paternal 
great-great-grandfather, has been one of  my 
brick walls for years. He was born 1 
October 1834 in Manchester, Bennington 
County, Vermont, and lived there his whole 
life. He died there 21 March 1899, and is 
buried in the local Factory Point Cemetery. 
I have found little personal information 
regarding him, other than the Federal 
census records, his death record and some 
very brief  articles in the local weekly 
newspaper. The death of  Francis was 
announced in the Manchester Journal 23 
March 1899:  “Frank Kilburn, one of  our 
oldest residents died on Tuesday. In his 
prime he was a man of  remarkable physical 
strength and endurance, but had been 
failing for the past ten years. He was 
frequently employed by our city visitors as a 
guide and helper in their boating and 
fishing excursions. He knew every trout 
stream and pool and could carry a pack 
that would be impossible for the ordinary 
man. He was a great friend of  the late 
Mayor George Thacher of  Albany, who 
frequently employed him as a guide.” This 
the only obituary notice I have found so far.

His birth is not listed in the Vermont Vital 
Records, and I have not yet found him in 
the 1850 census. He would have been about 
16 years old in 1850 and may have been 
working as an apprentice in another state or 
perhaps on a fishing trip. It is difficult 
because there were several Francis or Frank 
Kilburns out there, most older or younger 
by far. I found one Frank Kilburn in the 
1850 census who was working as a painter, 
but he gave his age as 21.

Francis married Calista Wheeler, probably 
in the late 1850s, because they had a one-
year-old daughter in 1860. I have yet to find 
their marriage record. Her family was living 
in Manchester during the 1850s,  
and her father, Robert 
Wheeler, died there in 1859. 
(His background is another 
brick wall.)

I traced the family through the 
census until 1880; Calista died 
in 1895, and her parents are 
listed on her death record. I 
borrowed microfilm of  the 
Manchester death record book 
at the Dade City LDS library, 
hoping that his parents would 
be listed. Every other person on the page 
has the parents listed, but not Francis!

In 1860, Francis and Calista had one child 
and were living next door to a “Sirenas” 
Kilburn, age 65, and his son, Andrew J., 
age 16. Francis’ age was listed as 24. It 
seemed likely that Sirenas was Francis’ 
father, given the close proximity, but I had 
no proof.

I went back to the 1850 census for Sirenas 
and the list of  his children. Sirenas has 
variously been spelled Cyrenus, Serenius or 
Serenus, etc. There was a son Serenus 
listed, age 12, so I decided to pursue 
whether he might be Francis’ sibling. A few 
years ago I went to the small local library in 
Manchester Depot, a section of  the town, 
and found a book of  Civil War soldiers 
from Manchester and the small article 
above about Francis. Andrew J. and the 

“UNCLE” SPARKS AN AHA! MOMENT
 

                                         By Connie Delaney

1910 Vermont Census with “Uncle” living with them

A
Story of  how 

Connie broke down 
that Brick Wall by 

retrieving clues 
from genealogy 

records
about relationships 

of  family living 
together.
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younger Serenus Kilburn had 
served in the Civil War. The marriage 
record for Andrew gives his  father’s 
name as Serenus. I found the 1904 
death record for Andrew, but his father 
was listed as “Leroy”. That gave me 
momentary pause, knowing that the 
information on death records is 
notorious for errors.

I next looked on Ancestry.com for 
the younger Serenus, and recently 
received a message from a Robert 
Cleveland with a fascinating story 
about Serenus. He was serving in an 
artillery unit in Virginia in late 1864, 
and contracted “swamp fever”. When 
the war ended, he was left behind by 
his unit, and was mistakenly listed as  a 
deserter. Fearing arrest for desertion, he 
assumed the name Edward Cleveland, 
married there and had seven children. 
He stayed in Virginia for several 
decades, and was counted there with 
his family in the 1880 census and in the 
1900 census. By 1900 he had reverted 
to using his  real name, and was in 
Harrisonburg, Virginia,  living with his 
wife, Elizabeth.

I have not yet found any records 
that would indicate the reason for his 
returning to Vermont, but by 1910 he 
was back in Manchester, living in the 
household of the widow Nellie 
Kilburn. Nellie Long had married Fred 
Beauregard Kilburn in 1900, and he 
died in 1909. Fred was the eldest son of 
my great-great grandparents Francis 
and Calista Kilburn. Serenus is 

listed as  Nellie’s  “uncle”. AHA. I 
think this is probably as much proof of 
Francis’ parentage as I’m going to 
uncover, so I am mak ing the 
assumption that he and Serenus were 
brothers and sons of the elder Serenus 
until I can find something more 
substantial.  Their mother has been 
listed as both Betsey and Rebecca, but 
there is no hint of her surname. There 
are several Betsey and Rebecca 
Kilburns among the Vermont vital 
records.

I checked the 1910 census for 
Virginia to see if Elizabeth had died, 
but she was living with her son Charles, 
and they were using the name Kilburn. 
Their son Edward retained the 
surname Cleveland and was the second 
great-grandfather of my correspondent 
Robert Cleveland. 

Nellie Kilburn married again in 
1910 and her second husband, Walter 
Rice, died in 1915. In 1920, she 
married her first husband’s Uncle 
Serenus, who was about 40 years her 
senior, and he died in Manchester in 
1923. She applied for a pension as his 
widow, so that’s my next research.

Now I just have to figure out which 
Serenus/Cyrenus was their father. You 
would think it was an unusual name, 
but there are too many of them in 
Vermont and New York, and they 
weren’t very honest about their ages 
from census to census.

The author of a Kilburn family 
history (1856) traces  the family back to 

a Thomas Kilbourne, who came from 
Eng land in 1635. One of h i s 
descendants, Asa Kilburn, had a son 
Cyrenus who was in Bennington, 
Vermont, by 1792, but removed to 
Camden, Oneida County, New York 
and died there, according to the author. 
I did find a grave in Oneida County for 
Cyrenus, who died in 1815. The 
Serenus in Manchester died in 1866, 
age 78, which makes his birth year 
around 1788. Was he the son of the 
New York Cyrenus? Naturally, the 
death record of 1866 lists his parents as 
“unknown”.

New England vital records are 
some of the best kept ones, but during 
the mid-1800s, they can be pretty 
sketchy, especially in the small hill 
towns. When I applied to the 
D a u g h t e r s o f t h e A m e r i c a n 
Revolution, I had to depend on a 
census for proof of one great-
grandfather’s birth in Massachusetts. 
Many of the online Vermont vital 
records list only a person’s name, date 
of the event and the town in which it 
occurred. Others are full of details. 
Vermont did not require reporting of 
vital events until 1890. Perhaps these 
hill dwellers  valued their privacy and 
anonymity. Further research is 
definitely in order.

It’s  no wonder that once we are 
bitten by the “genealogy bug”  it 
becomes a chronic disease. It is a 
“puzzlement”, but what a fascination!

 

Census clues provide relationships. by Connie Delaney

Type to enter text
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Researching a different way.

  How often are we stuck pounding 
against a “ brick wall” when we are 
doing research on our elusive ancestors? 
We have tried all of the proper ways  to 
chase that person, and still no luck.

What do we do next? How about 
violating one of the cardinal rules of 
genealogical research? Work from the 
top down, instead of from yourself 
backwards. Take a book featuring your 
elusive person’s surname, go to the 
earliest person of that name and search 
forward down the various lines.  What 
could we find? Here are a few 
possibilities:

1.  A different migration 
pattern: Logically,  members  of a 
f ami ly moved toge ther f rom 
Massachusetts to Connecticut to 
New York to Ohio or Michigan, but 
there was an obstinate one who went 
to Delaware instead? Did a cousin, 
who had all ready moved to 
Michigan,  go back East to join his 
stubborn relative? Or to marry his 
cousin’s widow, after having lost his 

spouse? Was that how our ancestor 
disappeared?
 On the other hand,  did one of 

that obstinate one’s  children decide to 
move from Delaware to Michigan to 
join his cousins, giving us fits trying to 
figure out which of the Michiganders 
was his father??

	 After spending all that time in 
Michigan,  we may find that we should 
look in Delaware instead.

2. Families  with no children 
listed: That person who wrote the 
book did an excellent job of 
documenting the family history, but 
could only do so much. He finally 
had to go to print, even though he 
was missing children's;  names. Was 
that where our connection was lost? 
We might have to research some of 
those families to see if there actually 
were some children, one of whom 
might be our ancestor.

3. Common given names: If 
the same given name as our known 
ancestor appears  often in one line, 
t h e re m ay b e a c o n n e c t i o n 
somewhere. A lot of names were 

very popular at various  times  in our 
country’s history, but often a 
particular one follows  down from 
generation to generation. It is worth 
a second look to see if your ancestor 
was just left off the list of the 
children.

4.  Second, third or fourth 
marriages: Life was hard back in 
the early times, and when one lost 
their spouse,  it was a must that they 
re-marry so someone could take care 
of the small children, while the 
husband was out tilling the soil, or 
vice versa. Or else, a parent’s brother 
or sister had to bring up the children. 
Sometimes, if the child was small, 
they just took the name of the step-
father or the relative they lived with. 
Often,  they would be entered on the 
census  under that other name, even if 
they carried their original name on 
to adulthood.

This has  been a reprint from 
TPCL Vol.7, Issue 4, November 2001

To read more of these gems, go to 
our website and look under Society 
Newsletters.

 A Shot in the Dark, a reprint from Nov 2001 PCGS County Line

By Don Merrill, PCGS Charter Member

CHRISTMAS GIFT NEEDED?
Buy one of 
our tote bags 
for just $15.
See Janet for 
details.

EDITOR NOTE: Researching genealogy is  the 
same as it was hundreds  of years  ago. Only our 
ability to research has been increased by the 
internet.  Every day, millions of records  are being 
placed online for our searching, and many are 
free sites. Of course, it takes money to run a 
website, and so many are charging a fee to use 
their service. However, is it cheaper to pay them 
or to go to the state needed to do research? Right, 
it is cheaper to pay for the service, and much less 
hassle. It remains a thrill, no matter how you find 
that precious record. REJOICE for internet.
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..............End of  the Line.

Members attend seminar.
 Several members,  including Janet Avery, Deborah 
Adles, Judy Gibson,  Helen Brown, Charlie Plank, Linda 
Miller attended the Florida Genealogical Society annual fall 
seminar in the USF Marshall Student Center in October. 
Featured speaker was J.  Mark Lowe who spoke on “Putting 
Method to You Genealogical Madness”.
 Judy Gibson, won the drawing for the PCGS 
Scholarship award to attend the meeting,  her first ever 
adventure. She reported back “The Seminar’s speaker, J. 
Mark Lowe was informative and entertaining. One of the 
main points  he spoke on was the limitation of your time. 
While researching, it is important to plan, observe, and 
adjust while focusing on a specific research question. Utilize 
available resources such as associates,  neighbors, friends, 
marriage and divorce records, obituaries,  and church 
records.
  A helpful hint Mr. Lowe gave was he uses 3”x5” index 
cards on a key ring to help keep the focus on the research at 
hand.  While researching, if he finds something off task, he 
writes it down on a card so he can refer to it later. He keeps 
the cards on a key tag board and pulls them when needed 
for other research projects”.

HAVE YOU TRIED THESE?
	 At this time a wealth of good genealogy 
information websites, and blogs are online. I wonder if 
you have searched or visited these sites.
1. www.cluewagon.com
2. www.wetree.blogspot.com
and especially read the October 18th, 2013 blog on 
the Ancestry DNA results.
3. www.genealogysstar.blogspot.com
 Monday, November 1, 2013 was very good, especially 
explaining the new features  in Family Search 
Catalogue. It also gives a good article about Cloud-
sourcing, and 5 places to search census records. 
4. For a fun read visit the http://blogs.archives.gov/

online-public-access/

 to read NARAtions:blog of access of the United 
States National Archives  and read “Weird Records 
from the Depths of the Archives by Mary, written 
October 25, 2013.

5. www.gretabog.blogspot.com

6. h t t p : / / h e r i t a g e z e n . b l o g s p o t . c o m /
2013_09_01_archive.html

PCGS ELECTION BALLOT

President .. Open    _______________________
Vice President ......... Charlie  Plant    Yes _    No _

Secretary ..  Open    _______________________               
Treasurer ................James M. Fritz   Yes _  No _
Director  2014-2015 ...  Bea Crandall      Yes_    No_       

 Director  2014-2015 ... Nick Felicione   Yes _   No_

Instructions: Tear off  this ballot after marking your choice, place in an unmarked envelope and seal it. 
Take this envelope and place into an unmarked,clean envelope,and seal it; On the outside address it to 
PCGS, Post Office Box 2072, Dade City, Florida 33526; Place your name and return address on the front 

left corner and send as soon as possible. This ballot must be received by the Secretary before the start 
of  the December 14th, 2014, Annual Meeting. Thank you for Voting.

    Bylaw Change   Article Xl, section 4, Cross out must 

be approved by the Executive Committee prior to deposit of 
funds.
add words in red: will be graciously accepted.

Cross out: all other donations
add words in red: Non-monetary donations
   Vote     Yes _____   No _____
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COUNTY LINE......

We all are 
omnibuses in which 
our ancestors ride, 
and every now and 
then, one of  them 
sticks his head out 

and embarrasses us.
Oliver Wendell 

Holmes, Sr.
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SOCIETY INFORMATION
Meetings are the second Saturday of each month, September 
through May of each year. There are no membership meetings 
held in June, July, and August. The public is welcome to attend.

Meetings are held from 10 a.m. to 12 noon at the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints  at 9016 Fort King Road ( State 
Road 41), between Zephyrhills and Dade City, Florida. 

MEMBERSHIP
Open to all persons  interested in genealogical research.  Annual 
dues cover the period from January 1 through December 31 of 
the same year.

Pasco County Genealogical Society
P.O.Box 2072

Dade City, Fl 33526

www.rootsweb.com/~flpcgs/

http://pascogenealogy.blogspot.com/

Visit us on Facebook, too.

http://www.rootsweb.com/~flpcgs/
http://www.rootsweb.com/~flpcgs/
http://pascogenealogy.blogspot.com
http://pascogenealogy.blogspot.com

