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“Mystery of  the Empty Envelope”.
                                  By Tom Santa Cruz

	 A few months ago I got an email from a 
cousin asking if I could speculate on why an 
empty envelope that was addressed to our 
great-grandmother had been saved. Even for 
ephemera this sounded a bit odd. My cousin 
was digging through family items her mother 
has left for her.

The envelope was addressed to Mrs. C.W. 
“Louisa” Havens, Waldo,  Florida with a 
postmark of November 8, 1939 from Camden, 
N.J. There is  no return address on the envelope 
sent with a 3-cent stamp.

Great-grandfather Charles Walsing Haven 
had died 18 days (October 20th, 1939) before 
the envelope’s  postmark. C.W. Haven had been 
the Section Foreman for the railroad from 
Cedar Key to Waldo until 1934 when the 
railroad service was shut down between Cedar 
Key and Gainesville. He was transferred to 
Waldo. Then he and the Mrs. in 1934 moved 
into the Waldo home. After their death,  Mable 
Haven Hodge ( a daughter and grandmother of 
my aforementioned cousin) and family moved 
to the house ( this is where the new custody of 
the envelope changes).

Charles and Louisa had eleven children 
with ten living grown to maturity.  Our great-
grandmother died the next year on June 21st, 
1940, at the age of 74 years. She was born in 
Archer, Florida named Louisa Jane Rawls, but
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lived most of  her life in Cedar Key. 
	 I started by checking the 1940 Federal Census for family 
surnames in Camden, N.J. without success.  Also checking the 
1930 Federal Census failed to give an answer or even a hint.
 One resource that I had not yet tried was to ask the living 
cousins  from this  “Haven” branch of the family who might have 
hints. So I composed an email discussing the mystery that 
included the scanned image of the envelope and sent it to cousins 
who are descendants of  four of  the ten children.   

                                 Continued on Page 2

C.W. Haven and wife Louisa
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 My aunt told me that her 
father, my maternal grandfather, 
worked on the railroad, although my 
mother never told me that her father 
worked on the railroad.      I always 
thought my grandfather was a farmer 
who raised strawberries.   A member of 
the PASCO County Genealogical 
Society told me that the National 
Railroad Retirement office was located 
at the Timberlake Annex at 501 Polk in 
Tampa, Florida.   So I made a trip to 
the Railroad Retirement Office to see if 
I could get any information on my 
grandfather, such as  when he started 
working for the railroad and what was 
his job.

The obituary for my grandfather 
stated that he retired from CIPS in 
1928 but I had no idea what CIPS 

stood for or what railroad line it 
referred to.   The gentleman at the 
railroad retirement office checked 
several data bases but could find 
nothing on my grandfather.   He said 
that since my grandfather retired in 
1928 it was before the National 
Railroad Retirement Act and he would 
not be in their system.

When I got back home I went on 
the computer and asked for CIPS 
information and found out that CIPS 
stood for Central Illinois  Public Service 
and was  not a railroad line but was in 
fact,  a street car line, established in 
Mattoon, Illinois in 1902.

So I have now busted the myth that 
my grandfather worked for the railroad.  
Wonder what other myths I can bust.

Submitted by Jan Staugh

Did You Know?

	 You have 512
ggggggg grandparents?

How many of them 
have you found? Why not 
tell us about them?

PCGS Member Is Now a “Myth Buster”.

By Lucille J. Staugh, a PCGS Director

Continued from Page 1, “Mystery of  an Empty Envelope” by Tom Santa Cruz

 Within a day I got an answer, Mrs. C.W. Haven’s granddaughter, Jane Haven Shannonhouse was living in Merchantville, 

N.J. which is  an enclave within the city and county of Camden. She married Dr. Edward Starr Morris of Wyncote,PA, on 
November 25th, 1939. After the wedding they moved to Laconia, N.H. where they remained until their retirement (to 
Bradenton, FL). They can be found in Laconia in the 1940 Federal Census.
	 Now we know the sender was Jane Haven Shannonhouse, a granddaughter, but did the envelope contain a condolence 
letter or an announcement of her impending marriage? My guess is  both. This  will likely remain unanswered. It still is  family 
ephemera. It has a story and some mystery. 
 Let us hope that a note is  placed in the “empty” envelope explaining the possible significances  for future researchers. I 
recommend using collaboration with living family members to answer questions that come up in researching your ancestors. 

        I  AM  JAN,
ANCESTOR
MYTH
BUSTER !
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Google has  a free  internet 

browser called Chrome.  I use 
this  instead of Internet Explorer.  

Google has  also developed 
hundreds of extensions to add to 
the browser.  Also free.  “Clearly” 

is an extension I use all the  time.  
I downloaded it and a table lamp 

appeared on the right side of the 
browser screen.  Now when I am 
reading any website  and want to 

s a v e t h e i n f o r m a t i o n f o r 
reference or if the  advertisements 

are too distracting, I press  the 
table lamp icon.  The screen 
swipes to the left and all that 

remains is the typed information.  
On the right side of the 

screen are 5 options:
--save the page in Evernote 

(another free application)

--write notes  & hi-lite items 

on the internet page by either 
drawing with the mouse

--write notes by typing
--print with no extraneous 

information

--for the sight impaired, the 
computer will read to you if you 

subscribe to Evernote Premium 
and there is a choice of  languages

I use  the feature  of saving 
files  to Evernote as  they are 

available for reference later on.  I 
also use ‘tagging’ in Evernote and 
many pages  will get a tag when 

“Clearly” saves  based on what 
the program has ‘learned’ from 

my tags choices.

Amazing efficiency. 

Check other extensions using 

the query of this  article title.  
Many are directly genealogy 

related.  If you are interested, I 
w i l l w r i t e a n o t h e r a r t i c l e 
regarding the other extensions.  

“Clearly” is the one I use the 
most at this time.

Happy Hunting.

 Editor note: Send us  your 
comments  on this  article. Was  it 

something new to you? Do you 
want to learn more? Do you use 
it?

Chrome Browser Extensions

                     FOR SALE

Our TOTE BAG            $15.00
See any officer for more details.

By PCGS Member Kelly Jewett

Time waits for no one. Who ever said that, had it so right.  As 
I get older,  it is apparent I must get busy writing my thoughts  down for 
posterity. Our President,  in her letter on page 6, had a great thought, 
“take some time to write a short story around an old picture 
you have of  family members”. Why not get started today?
Do one picture/story every day,  and in a year you will have 365 pages 
	 	 and a valuable resource for your descendants.  Allow 1/2 
	 hour every day to write for them, consider it a love letter to the 
future. In two years, you will have 730 beautiful pictures identified and 
stories to go with them. I am sure your great grandchildren will be ever 
so grateful.  Good luck with your project.
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Virginia
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 Tom Santa Cruz mentioned it in 
his article about his “empty envelope 
mystery”, and it caused me to investigate 
just what is considered ephemera.

 I was shocked to learn from several 
encyclopedias that it is a very old word. 
Some say it came from a Greek word 
meaning “things lasting no more than a 
day” according to Wikipedia.

 Before I started looking at the 
subject, I thought it was only connected to 
family memorability. But the word is first 
used in 1398 when a person named Trevisa 
used it in a sentence, so  quoted in the 
“Oxford English Dictionary”.

 The word refers to “something 
having a one day use” and includes many 
categories. The Ephemera Society. org has 
had fairs and conferences for over 27 years, 
and has a very informative website. 

 There has a page listing major 
categories for you to check out. And I was 
surprised to find I had several items in my 
own home, such as the picture in the corner 
of  this article. This is a small card given to 
my Grandmother in 1887 by her school 
teacher, for award of  merit. On the back is 
listed “First Lesson”.

	 This was something given for a 
one day award ceremony and I have it 
framed on my wall 126 years later. This is 
family ephemera.

 There is Political ephemera,  
Product ephemera, such as “Coke” artwork, 
Postcards, Circus flyers,  Movie trailer 
posters, business cards, and many, many 
more. There is even a 402 page 

Encyclopedia of  Ephemera that has over 
500 categories listed.

	 In other words, anything big or 
small, that was made for a one time use, 
that has been collected by people who care. 
Some families have a lot passed down 
through the generations, and the family is 
not even aware of  how valuable it has 
become. The categories are endless.

 For instance, on the “empty 
envelope” is a 1939 3 cent stamp. This 
stamp is #857 of  the Printing Tercentenary 
Denomination honoring the printing press 
300th anniversary. On the stamp it has the 
dates 1639 - 1939. On Ebay, there is one 
listed for $3.89 so this 74 year old stamp has 
gone up in value, and worth collecting in its 
own right.

 I found a stamp much older on 
one of  my ancestors pictures. At that time it 
was a tax stamp issued to help United States 
pay for the war in the 1800’s. It was on hard 
card stock which after the stamp was 
affixed, was sent by the mail.

 Another thing that I have is 
ephemera from the early 1930’s called 
“Sun-bonnet Babies”. The framed picture 
has been with me from the 1947 era. It 
appears to be on paper cut out, hand 
drawn, colored or pencil colored, and 
mated in an old wood frame under glass.

 According to an article by Molly 
Harris on the Ephemera Society website, it 
was in 1900 that Bertha Corbett of  
Minneapolis started drawing her girls called  
“Sunbonnet babies” with no faces.

	 She created story books published 

TYPES of  EPHEMERA
Rewards of  Merit

Circus Posters
Movie Posters
Business Cards
Political Flyers

Valentine Cards
Report cards

Advertising artwork
Calling cards

Postcards
Laundry lists

Pay stubs
Invitations

Greeting Cards
Broadsides
Song sheets

Playbills
Menus

Blank Forms
Pamphlets
Programs

Timetables
Leaflets

Newspaper Clippings
Catalogs
Poems

Transportation tickets

Endless ephemera

Ephemera, what is it really?
By Virginia Britten                                       
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by Rand McNally and they 
became very popular. Years later she 
created the “Overall Boys” and her 
drawings were seen everywhere. They 
were seen on posters,  advertising 
cards, sheet music and cards  to be 
colored by school children. My Sun-
Bonnet Babie looks like it was hand 
colored and cut out.

Years later, Bertha discovered 
how to make a pattern of them and 
make them into quilts prolonging their 
popularity.

I do not know where my picture 
came from, nor do I have any one left 
to ask either, but I know I have had it 
for 66 years. I did have a quilt at one 
time,  but it wore to shreds,  and was 
discarded along the way.

I only kept the picture because it 
has always been around my house and 
I liked it. Now I will treasure my 
newfound ephemera.

Online the John Grossman 
Collection contains over 250,000 
classic images of ephemera. This 

collection is housed in Winterthur 
Museum in Winterthur, Delaware.

Gena Philbert-Ortega has a blog 
and she talked about on March 6, 
2011, how ephemera can be found in 
hand written recipes that your family 
hands  down. She talks about how they 
provide a snapshot of ancestor daily 
life.

When PCGS was compiling our 
cookbook, many handwritten recipes 
were presented for publication. If you 
have them, you should preserve them 
for your family soon before they go to 
dust.

Also, most of the very old 
ephemera can be archived at a 
museum, library or archive. To learn 
more, you should visit The Ephemera 
Society webpage, which really opened 
my eyes of just how precious the items 
are.

At our May meeting, member 
Judy Gibson was  showing us a lunch 
box full of her report cards and other 
things, which we now know they are 
called ephemera.  Back then they were 
just papers.

Many other items  of ephemera 
were shown that day, or talked about 
by the members. We called it “Show 
and Tell” program but the next time 
we have this kind of meeting, we will 
call it the “Ephemera Conference” 
and know what we are talking about.

Tell me about your Ephemera.

     Ephemera, what is it really? 

BY VIRGINIA BRITTEN, CON’T

Judy Gibson with lunchbox 
with her ephemera items.

SOURCES

http://www.ephemerasociety.org/
whatisephemera.html
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Ephemera
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rbpehtml/peabt.html
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From the President.......
Where did the summer go? By the time 

you read this  it will be August. I hope you all 
had a very productive summer.

I was very fortunate to find an email 
address of someone writing a book about the 
Spanish American War from a Genealogy 
point of view. I discovered this lady and I had 
several things in common, including she lives 
blocks from the home where I spent summers 
as  a child. I sent her information on my Great 
Uncle and she in return promises to send me 
a copy of her book as soon as it is  finished. I 
also sent her an article which recently 
appeared in The Tampa Tribune regarding 
this  war. How did I find her email address you 
ask,  she had posted it on Find a Grave in one 
of  the cemeteries I was researching.

Have you spent time this  summer writing 
your family history? If not, take some time to 
write a short story around an old picture you 
have of family members.  It helps jog the 
memory and what a treasure to leave for 
future generations. How I wish my ancestors 
had written something about the many 
pictures I have in my possession. Many folks I 
have not been able to identify.

I am so looking forward to the September 
meeting and seeing all your faces, hearing 
your stories  of the “finds” of the summer. Did 
anyone find anything exciting, break through 
a brick wall, and get together with family? Tell 
us about it, jot down a short story of your 
summer adventures and give it to Virginia 
Britten for future issues of  the “County Line”.

See you soon. 
                      Janet Avery

 Members Speak  at the 

May Meeting.
Some members  who 

spoke about their favorite 
ephemera at the May 

meeting. Bottom left, Helen 
Brown, Charles Plante, 

Frances Steenbaugh, Sarah 
Beth Hammond, and

Reggie
Thompson 
and

Jim Fritz 
and

T o m 
S a n t a 
Cruz 

B . R i l e y, A . 
B a k e r , D . 
K n e p p , J r . , 
R .Thompson , 
a n d J . F r i t z 
c o n d u c t i n g  
business in May.
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..............End of  the Line.

UPCOMING EVENTS

• PCGS MEETING Sept 14th,2013

• Free Webinars provided by the Southern 
California Genealogical Society on the 1st 

Saturday and 3rd Wednesday of  each month 
through December.

Check it out.

http://scgsgenealogy.com/extension-
series/jes2013.html

• March 7 - 9 2014 at Gainesville, 
Florida will be FSGS Conference. Be 

sure to check out their website for 
information on hotels and speakers.

http://Flsgs.org

This just in........

From Michael John Neill
	 He has announced his latest Genealogy 
Fundamental Webinars he is  offering for a very 
reasonable price of $2.25 or less  for each 
downloaded session.
	 If you are a beginner or a somewhat 
experienced beginner, this  should be right up 
your alley.
	 Michael John writes the RootDig Blog and 
has the Genealogy Tip of the Day message he 
will send to your email inbox every day free.
	 To look at what he has available and more 
information about subscribing, check these urls 
out.
http://rootdig.blogspot.com/p/fundamental-
webinars.html

http://genealogytipoftheday.com

SALUTE TO OUR REFRESHMENT COMMITTEE
                                                                                        
                  

THANK YOU

Brenda Riley, Anna 
Baker, and Ellouise 

Wy nn for ser v i ng 
PCGS for so many 
years. 

	 We Love You all.

http://scgsgenealogy.com/extension-series/jes2013.html
http://scgsgenealogy.com/extension-series/jes2013.html
http://scgsgenealogy.com/extension-series/jes2013.html
http://scgsgenealogy.com/extension-series/jes2013.html
http://Flsgs.org
http://Flsgs.org
http://rootdig.blogspot.com/p/fundamental-webinars.html
http://rootdig.blogspot.com/p/fundamental-webinars.html
http://rootdig.blogspot.com/p/fundamental-webinars.html
http://rootdig.blogspot.com/p/fundamental-webinars.html
http://genealogytipoftheday.com
http://genealogytipoftheday.com


COUNTY LINE......

Did you Know ?
September 14th 
will be our next
meeting date?

And Summer will 
be soon over.

Have you made any 
discoveries in

your research this
summer?

Please
tell us

about them.
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SOCIETY INFORMATION
Meetings are the second Saturday of each month, September 
through May of each year. There are no membership meetings 
held in June, July, and August. The public is welcome to attend.

Meetings are held from 10 a.m. to 12 noon at the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints  at 9016 Fort King Road ( State 
Road 41), between Zephyrhills and Dade City, Florida. 

MEMBERSHIP
Open to all persons  interested in genealogical research.  Annual 
dues cover the period from January 1 through December 31 of 
the same year.

Pasco County Genealogical Society
P.O.Box 2072

Dade City, Fl 33526

www.rootsweb.com/~flpcgs/

http://pascogenealogy.blogspot.com/

Visit us on Facebook, too.

http://www.rootsweb.com/~flpcgs/
http://www.rootsweb.com/~flpcgs/
http://pascogenealogy.blogspot.com
http://pascogenealogy.blogspot.com

