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Martha McFarlane McGee Bell, Patriot.
                                  By Nancy Daffer

  In 1976 to honor the Bicentennial, National 
Geographic  printed  an  article  entitled 
“Patriots in Petticoats”,  telling about 
women who played major roles in the war for 
independence. Others  were listed who were 
considered patriots, but no details. were 
provided.
	 The lone North Carolina woman on that 
list was  Martha McFarlane McGee Bell, 
my fifth great grandmother. I knew nothing 
about her except that she was the mother of 
my fourth great grandmother, Jean ( Jenny) 
McGee Walborn. 

	 I became determined to learn all I could 
about her life especially why she was 
considered a patriot. 
 A large variety of sources  provided the 
information, many were little items gathered by 
the other family members and passed on to me. 
The most valuable information came from a 
book by the Reverend Eli Washington 
Caruthers, “Revolutionary Incidents and 
Sketches of Character” Vol ll,  published in 
1854.
	 The book was the best for two reasons: A 
whole chapter was  devoted to Martha Bell. Rev. 
Caruthers interviewed people who knew her or 
knew stories about her, passed on from one 
generation to the next.
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   Especially noteworthy are direct quotes  from a letter written 
to the author from a General Gray,  who was elderly, but of “keen 
mind”. He moved to Randolph Courthouse, NC into the same 
neighborhood as  Mr. and Mrs. Bell in 1792 and became good 
friends with them and other Whigs.   Because of that, the War 
was often discussed
	 Much of the book details  British plans  for taking control of 
the south from the time Lord Cornwallis  and his troops landed at 
Charleston, SC, in January 1780. The British gained control of 
both South Carolina and Georgia. Their plan was to gain control 
of North Carolina and move to Virginia. To do this, Cornwallis 
had to defeat the forces of General Nathaniel Greene and the 
Light Horse Harry Lee.
	 The defeat of Cornwallis  by General Greene at the Battle of 
Guilford Courthouse was  the major reason the North Carolina 
did not fall to the British.
	 My fifth great grandmother gathered information about the 
British and passed it on to the Generals Greene and Lee. That is 
one of  the reasons she received the title of  Patriot. 
	               

	 	 	 	
	 Mrs. Martha McFarlane McGee-Bell
   1735-1820 Loyal Whig - Enthusiastic Patriot

      Revolutionary Heroine

  Erected by Alexander Martin Chapter D.A.R.

             High Point N.C. 1928

                                 Continued on Page 6
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Have You Hit a Brick Wall? Read 
on……

 I have been blessed with a 
tremendous genealogical breakthrough 
recently and can’t wait to share it with 
you!  I  have been trying for many years 
to find out who my great grandmother 
really was.  I had heard many stories, 
but the family remained quite mum 
about where she came from and who 
her mother was. She didn’t show up on 
any of the censuses and I was  becoming 
frustrated, to say the least. 

 Then, af ter at tending a 
seminar with fellow society members 
Virginia Britten and Janet Avery,  I 
decided to follow the advice I learned 
there. Trace your history through the 
collaterals. I started wondering if there 
might be any living relatives who might 
have more information. Uncle Harrison 
Burdick was  the only relative of my 
grandmother’s that I had ever met, so I 
started my research with him. I 
remembered him well as he always 
wanted to adopt me and whenever he 
came to visit he brought candy (which 

was very scarce, actually non-existent in 
our household). 

 I t u r n e d t o 
w w w. f a m i l y s e a r c h . o r g a n d 
www.ancestry.com . I knew he had lived 
in NY but that was  all.  I found through 
the census that he lived in Brewster, 
Putnam County, NY. I learned that his 
wife was Georgianna and they had a 
d a u g h t e r n a m e d S a p p h i r e . I 
remembered a cousin Sapphire and she 
is  mentioned in my grandmother’s 
diary, so I knew I was on the right track. 
I traced Sapphire and found she 
married Byron Brewster and they had a 
daughter named Janet. 

 T h e n I t u r n e d t o 
www.newspaperarchive.com and did a 
search for Sapphire and the first article 
I found was Janet’s wedding picture 
with her husband’s name and their 
address,  stating that they were building 
a house just down the street from her 
parents’ home.  I was very excited and 
prayed that she was still living. I went to 
www.whitepages.com and typed in 
Janet’s  married name, got her address 

and phone number, and sent her a letter 
by snail mail. She called me the day she 
received the letter and she was  ecstatic! 
We talked for a long time and she was 
able to break down my brick wall which 
amazed me! She knew the whole story 
a n d s h e h a d e ve n k n o w n my 
grandmother (whom I was very close to) 
quite well! It turns out that the reason 
my family was  so hush-hush about my 
great grandmother was because she was 
½ Seneca Indian. 

 Her father was Levi Burdick 
who was a missionary to the Seneca 
Indians  in Cattaraugus  County, New 
York. He fell in love with a Seneca 
female and they got married and lived 
o n t h e r e s e r va t i o n .  M y g re a t 
grandmother Lelia was born on the 
reservation. Her mother died (and we 
aren’t sure whether in childbirth or a 
year or two later- that part I still have to 
track down). She was not allowed to 
leave the reservation because she had 
been born on it. 

Continued on page 3

A Seneca Indian Was Behind a Brick Wall.
BY BEA CRANDALL

    Lelia M. 
Burdick Booth
daughter of
Levi Burdick, is 
my 1/2 Seneca 
Indian great 
grandmother.
               
                     Bea

http://senecaindians.com/
http://www.accessgenealogy.com/native/
tribes/seneca/senecahist.htm
http://www.bigorrin.org/seneca_kids.htm

Many thanks to G. Fran Beaman, for his photographic  
help on the pictures for this article.

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.familysearch.org%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNF159jTI-IpSKae71fPEXEEBE7sPA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.familysearch.org%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNF159jTI-IpSKae71fPEXEEBE7sPA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ancestry.com%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFaCkYKl3P2AETtS5BnLGTPpKuE8A
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ancestry.com%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFaCkYKl3P2AETtS5BnLGTPpKuE8A
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.newspaperarchive.com%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNG-WaxjSmrWhd0HbAXGxwjCs_yRnQ
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.newspaperarchive.com%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNG-WaxjSmrWhd0HbAXGxwjCs_yRnQ
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.whitepages.com%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHzmqEpq4G49QnXvzKv1WpxIi2STA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.whitepages.com%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHzmqEpq4G49QnXvzKv1WpxIi2STA
http://senecaindians.com
http://senecaindians.com
http://www.accessgenealogy.com/native/tribes/seneca/senecahist.htm
http://www.accessgenealogy.com/native/tribes/seneca/senecahist.htm
http://www.accessgenealogy.com/native/tribes/seneca/senecahist.htm
http://www.accessgenealogy.com/native/tribes/seneca/senecahist.htm
http://www.bigorrin.org/seneca_kids.htm
http://www.bigorrin.org/seneca_kids.htm
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Levi ended up getting remarried to 
Caroline (Carrie) Kelly Penley who had 
been widowed in 1880. They married 
around 1881 or 82 and had my Uncle 
Harrison and 6 other children. (So I 
have a lot more people to check out 
now!)

 My great grandmother ran 
away from the reservation to find her 
father and lived with him until she and 
my grandpa married. I  heard whispered 
stories of how my family hated the 
Indians  and had to shoot at them to get 
them off their porch. Now I understand 
why. Since Lelia wasn’t allowed to leave 
the reservation, they wanted her back.

 My cousin Janet has  been a 
Godsend! She has written me a few 
times (she doesn’t own a computer) and 
has sent me many pictures! We have 
spoken frequently over the phone and I 
plan on visiting her in Brewster, NY in 
June.  She said she may have more 

information up in her attic and we can 
go through it when I come up if she 
doesn’t get to it before then!

 I have sent a request to the 
Seneca Tribal Clerk’s office to have 
research done to see if they can provide 
me with my great great grandmother’s 
name and some information about her. 
The cost is  $50.00, but it will be so well 
worth it. 

 So, the moral of this story is: 
Don’t give up! The answer to your brick 
wall is  out there in places you might not 
have thought of !  Look at your distant 
relatives, check them out, see if anyone 
is  living today that might know the 
answer to solving your brick wall. I have 
found a whole new family, and many 
books have been written about the 
Burdick family. There are 12 family 
trees on ancestry.com alone and I am 
related to 9 of those people that 
submitted the trees!  I have contacted 

each of them, but the best luck I had 
was Janet, through snail mail! There is 
a l s o a B u r d i c k I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Genealogical Library in Sarasota and 
two different Burdick newsletters, which 
I subscribed to! 

	 You never know! I do believe a 
whole new world has just opened up for 
me! I know that I also have begun a 
lasting relationship with a new cousin!!! 
What a great world we live in!
　Respectfully Submitted by Bea 

Crandall,  member of PCGS and a 
Director. For more information on the 
Seneca Indian Tribe go here:

http://senecaindians.com/

http://www.accessgenealogy.com/
native/tribes/seneca/senecahist.htm

h t t p : / / w w w. b i g o r r i n . o r g /
seneca_kids.htm

A Seneca Indian was behind a brick wall.  Continued by Bea Crandall. 

Levi Burdick

                     FOR SALE

Our TOTE BAG            $15.00
See any officer or Peggy Fortner

By Bea Crandall

Levi Burdick, father of 

Lelia M. Burdick Booth. 
He fell in love  with a 

Seneca Indian maiden in 
Cattaraugus  County, 
New York.

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fancestry.com&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEFPCUG0wkf0LIpPW_MrrjDcoBLiA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fancestry.com&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEFPCUG0wkf0LIpPW_MrrjDcoBLiA
http://senecaindians.com
http://senecaindians.com
http://www.accessgenealogy.com/native/tribes/seneca/senecahist.htm
http://www.accessgenealogy.com/native/tribes/seneca/senecahist.htm
http://www.accessgenealogy.com/native/tribes/seneca/senecahist.htm
http://www.accessgenealogy.com/native/tribes/seneca/senecahist.htm
http://www.bigorrin.org/seneca_kids.htm
http://www.bigorrin.org/seneca_kids.htm
http://www.bigorrin.org/seneca_kids.htm
http://www.bigorrin.org/seneca_kids.htm
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 Helping out at the annual 2008 
AACA Blue Water Region summer car 
show in Marysville Michigan, Rudy Vernon 
and his wife Sharon spotted a real find for 
sale in the show. It was a 1936 Buick model 
61 two door sedan with low original 
mileage and original owner documented 
history. It didn’t take long to recognize a 
rare opportunity so they bought the great 
old car.

 Along with the original owner’s 
manual Rudy was handed a glove box log 
book written by the original owner Peter 
Aronson. It showed twenty years of  
consecutive maintenance and daily 
expenses recorded while living in 
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula town of  
Escanaba.  I mean every drop of  gas and 
oil, and every part put on the car was duly 
entered in the log book. Peter always stored 
his car during Escanaba’s severe winter so 
he ordered the Buick built for himself  
without a heater. Maybe it wasn’t all that 
unusual to order a car without a heater as 
the Buick dealer included a lap robe that 
usually hung on the robe rail on the back of 
the front seat.  That same lap robe survives 
today and is hanging there waiting for the 
next chilly person on an autumn drive.

 It makes you wonder about Peter 
Aronson who was so dedicated to keeping 
the entire Buick’s history in the glove box.  
Here is what we know about our great 
record keeper Peter.  He was born in 
Sweden in 1868. His story is about leaving 
hard times in Sweden and sailing to 
America to fulfill all immigrants dream of  a 
better life in the “New Country”. Peter’s 

older brother David Aronson was the first of 
his family to come to America. He came in 
1869 and wrote Peter of  the many 
opportunities for all in Michigan with a 
climate not unlike that of  
Sweden.  Encouraged by those 
letters Peter and his younger 
brother Frank sailed from 
Goteborg Sweden and landed 
in New York harbor on April 
15, 1887. 

 Peter was twenty and 
Frank only seventeen years 
old. The boys didn’t seem old 
enough to have brought a 
trade with them so it makes me 
wonder how they would make a living. Let‘s 
see what we can find out about them in old 
Escanaba history books and documents.   
Searching along our way we find Peteon the 
1900 Escanaba census listed as single, born 
in Sweden with the occupation of  “Shoe 
Maker”. Ha! now we know Peter did bring 
a trade with him from the old country.  
Brother Frank is shown as a Tailor. I’m sure 
it gave the boys confidence landing in New 
York with skills to make a living almost 
anywhere.  

 Continuing the search the 1902 
Escanaba business directory now showing 
Peter with a shoe store probably rented, at 
910 Ludington.  The ad tells us he is a 
“Dealer in Women’s and Children Shoes, 
selected from the best Grades in the 
Market, Your Patronage is solicited”. The 
city directories can tell a good story as they 
change information each year.  

New Website
Free searchable website 

of  historic United 
States newspapers

are now online for you 
to investigate. It is 

called “Chronicling 
America” and includes 

papers from 1836 to 
1922, covers more than 

25 states at present.
http://
chroniclingamerica.loc.
gov/

Seen in Vol.25.No6, Nov-Dec 
2012
”Links and Bridges”

“Buick with a History”, a strange genealogy resource.                                          
By Larry Williams

1936 Buick 61 Sedan and Rudy Vernon

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov
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They can even reveal marriage 
clues as in the case of Peter listed in 
the 1910 directory. Peter Aronson 
shown as a lone household member 
living above his place of business and 
then the 1913 directory showing him 
with a spouse named Freda M. All 
right where did Freda M. come from?  
Driven by a great curiosity, I noticed 
earlier in the directories that Peter 
took on a partner named Martin 
Anderson.   Sure enough if you search 
the 1910 Escanaba census  for Martin 
Anderson you’ll find him living next 
door to Guatav  Peterson from Sweden 
listed with a daughter named Freda 
M. then age 17. So Freda was 
originally Freda M. Peterson. You 
could think that Freda went to the 
shoe store one day hoping to get a 
discount from her neighbor Martin, 
and while trying on shoes she met 
Peter and the rest is history. I think we 
could assume Freda may have gotten a 
discount. 

 This may be a long way 
around the block looking for the 
Buick’s history but it will tell us about 
the car owners right up to Rudy and 
Sharon.

 Stay with me now.  The 1920 
Escanaba census  lists  Peter and Freda 
now with a son named Orvil age 
seven.   Time passed and by 1933  
Orvil had moved down to the Lower 
Peninsula to attend college at the 

University of Michigan in Ann Arbor. 
Here’s where we are getting close to 
the reason to buy the new Buick in 
1935. Shortly after Orvil left for 
college Peter and Freda wanted to visit 
their son which was a long trip 
difficult trip down to Ann Arbor 
which included putting the car on a 
ferry to cross Lake Michigan. I’m sure 
there was some worry about their old 
1928 Buick making it as  it still had the 
old mechanical brakes and wooden 
wheels.   Peter’s original title and his 
glove box book agree that on Nov. 
fourth 1935 he decided to give up on 
the old 1928 Buick with a total of 23, 
262 miles  and with an additional 
$1042 he bought the new model 
36-48 two door Victoria Buick. Freda 
would probably have said something 
like “Our new Buick even has roll up 
windows and a back seat. Can you 
imagine that?” Peter drove the Buick 
forty eight thousand six hundred miles 
until 1956 but kept car until he died in 
1965.

By now Peter’s  son Orvil had 
moved to Grosse Point Michigan.  
The old Buick was still in good shape 
so he brought it down to the Lower 
Peninsula to drive when a second car 
was needed. In later years  the Buick 
was pressed into service for Orvil’s 
daughter to drive to high school. I bet 
her friends  thought she was “pretty 
cool” driving the neat old car.   Going 
into retirement the Buick was stored 

for eighteen years in a building where 
Orvil worked.

  After Orvil’s  death in 2000 
an employee of the company bought 
it and in 2008 it was for sale again.  
Fate and good luck have decided that 
Rudy and Sharon Vernon are the 
present care takers  of the beautiful old 
Buick and its history.   I know Peter 
and Freda would be pleased to know 
of its  survival and the Vernon’s proud 
ownership.

             The End
Editor’s  note  - This story shows 

that everything has a history and we 
need to look outside the box when 
researching our ancestors. They left 
behind many sources  of their 
existence and we need to look at 
everything, not just census records. 

If you are a car buff, here is a link 
to find more about the Buick.

http://www.autogallery.org.ru/
bui1936.htm

     “Buick with a History”, Continued by Larry Williams

A STRANGE TALE 

TIPS
Be sure to do your back ups if you 
are using a computer or share 
your research with other family 
members if you are not using a 
computer.  This might be a good 
time to check out our website and 
blog, as well as our facebook page.

http://www.autogallery.org.ru/bui1936.htm
http://www.autogallery.org.ru/bui1936.htm
http://www.autogallery.org.ru/bui1936.htm
http://www.autogallery.org.ru/bui1936.htm
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MARTHA BELL, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Here is part of  her story- 
	 Martha McFarlane , the daughter 

of Robert McFarlane, was born in 1734 in 
the southern part of Orange County, NC, 
which later became Almance County, not far 
from the Virginia line. Many of the settlers 
of this area had come from Virginia. It is 
believed she was of Scotish or Scot-Irish 
descent.

We have no picture of Mattie, as she 
was called, but she was described by one 
writer as “not a beauty, but a good looking 
woman, nothing masculine about her, but a 
woman of strong mind,  ardent in her 
temperament and remarkably firm and 
resolute in whatever she undertook.”

In 1759, Mattie married Col.  John 
McGee, (b. 1716 England? - d. 1774 
	 NC). He was an officer in the English 
army, a widower whose wife had died on the 
voyage from England leaving him with two 
small sons. After his  service, he settled in 
North Carolina, bought several huge tracts 
of land and had other business interests. He 
settled on Sandy Creek where he had a mill 
and a store/trading post where he bartered 

for deer skins,  fur, etc. He was the biggest 
land owner in the county.

	 	 Several times  a year Col. 
McGee took his wagons and travelled north 
to Petersburg,  Va.  to purchase supplies for 
his store. It was a long hard journey through 
sparsly settled country.

	 	 Col. McGee died in 1774 
leaving Mattie a widow with five children 
and all the business operations to run, 
including the store. When supplies were low 
she undertook the trip to Petersburg even 
though she had never made the trip before. 
She made it to Petersburg, but on the way 
home, she became lost in a pine forest 
during a blinding snowstorm. She had no 
way of telling directions, but because she 
remembered that the biggest limbs on pine 
trees always grew on the south side of the 
tree, she was able to find her way to the next 
overnight stop.

	 	 This is  just one example of her 
courage and quick thinking. She had to 
travel often through rough country in 
sparsely settled areas  to take care of 
business, but she also traveled day or night to 
help the sick or those in trouble. She often 

January Speaker Ann Palmer 2013 Officers Janet Avery, Virginia Britten, Deborah Adles, James Fritz and Director Kelly Jewett.

rode horseback alone, but she 
always carried two pistols  and 
a stick. 
	 	 In May 6, 1779, she 
married Wil l iam Bel l , a 
wealthy bachelor or a childless 
widower, depending on what 
information you believe. Mr. 
Bell owned a home and a mill 
on Deep Creek in Randolph 
County, NC, and Mattie lived 
there until her death in 1820.
Continued in May Issue.

	
Nancy Daffer will finish 
her story in the next issue 

of the County Line, May 
2013. So stay tuned for the 

exciting story of her 5th 
G r e a t G r a n d m o t h e r 
“Mattie” and  find out the 

exchange between her and 
Lord Cornwallis, and the 

a d v e n t u r e s  i n t h e 
Revolutionary War.
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..............End of  the Line.

Upcoming Events:
The Pinellas Genealogy Society’s  annual 
genealogy seminar will be held on February 9, 
2013, at the Largo Public Library, 120 Central 
Park Drive, Largo, F lorida. Certified 
Genealogist Sharon DeBartolo Carmack, 
well known researcher, author, and editor, will 
be the featured speaker.
Carmack’s topics  will include: Cryptic Clues in the 
Bone Yard; Love Letters, Diaries and Autobiographies; 
Let’s  Leave ‘em Something to Talk About; The Silent 
Woman: Bringing a Name to Life; and Flesh on the 
Bones: Putting your ancestry into Historical Perspective.
http://www.flsgs.org/events.php

The Manatee Genealogical Society 
announces its  Winter Seminar with Dick 
Eastman, editor of the popular Eastman’s 
Online Genealogy Newsletter, to be held February 
16, 2013, at the Bethel Baptist Church in 
Bradenton, Florida.
http://www.flsgs.org/events.php

PCGS is excited to announce Debra Fleming is 
scheduled to speak at the PCGS April 13th Meeting, so 
be sure to mark you calendars now.

From the President’s Desk

Hello members,
We certainly had a very full year in 2012. We learned 
how to tell our story, one bite at a time, how to find our 
ancestors  through crime investigation techniques, all 
about a past president, how to use Find A Grave, and 
many more wonderful avenues for research. Hopefully 
the coming year will be even better.
If there is something you would be interested in,  please 
contact any of the board members and let us know your 
wishes. We will do our best to cover your topic. The 
position of Program Chairman is  still open and we 
certainly would love for someone to step up and assist us 
in getting speakers, etc.
This is  the beginning of a new year. Do you have a plan 
for the year for your research? Our January speaker 
should certainly get us motivated to use the John F 
Germany library in Tampa. What a wealth of items at 
our fingertips.
Let’s start our New Year by helping out,  volunteer for a 
PCGS committee, work in the PCGS/LDS library, write 
an article for the newsletter, and help another member 
with their researcher or presenting a program. Let’s 
make this a year of  giving back.
We also, want to thank our members Larry Williams, Bea 
Crandall,  and Nancy Daffer for submitting the wonderful 
stories for this newsletter.  All our members are 
encouraged to share with us stories  of their research and 
for that we are grateful.
Happy Hunting,  Janet Avery

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS

  Judy Maria Gibson                                                            Geraldine L. Sutphin
  Beverly LeBelle Noble                                                        Pat Sage Politsky
  Judith F. Henault                                                                Glen M. Thompson

http://www.flsgs.org/events.php
http://www.flsgs.org/events.php
http://www.flsgs.org/events.php
http://www.flsgs.org/events.php
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Did you Know ?
Our website has 

been updated with 
new links for 
research, new 
membership 

information added, 
Dade City Banner 
Index, and if  you 
have missed back 

newsletters, they can 
be found there. 
Check it out!
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SOCIETY INFORMATION
Meetings are the second Saturday of each month, September 
through May of each year. There are no membership meetings 
held in June, July, and August. The public is welcome to attend.

Meetings are held from 10 a.m. to 12 noon at the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints  at 9016 Fort King Road ( State 
Road 41), between Zephyrhills and Dade City, Florida. 

MEMBERSHIP
Open to all persons  interested in genealogical research.  Annual 
dues cover the period from January 1 through December 31 of 
the same year.

Pasco County Genealogical Society
P.O.Box 2072

Dade City, Fl 33526

www.rootsweb.com/~flpcgs/

http://pascogenealogy.blogspot.com/

Visit us on Facebook, too.

http://www.rootsweb.com/~flpcgs/
http://www.rootsweb.com/~flpcgs/
http://pascogenealogy.blogspot.com
http://pascogenealogy.blogspot.com

