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A Baby’s Veil
                                  By James Mason Fritz

   In the course of collecting tidbits of family 
lore and information, I was surprised when my 
mother told me she was  born with a veil over 
her face.   I questioned her about this was was 
told it was called a “caul.”   Actually, the “veil” 
is  a portion of the birth membrane which is 
delivered along with the child.   My mother was 
born in Atlantic City, New Jersey and when 
word of this  unusual event leaked out, it caught 
the attention of the many sailors in the 
community.  Subsequently,  a sailor came to the 
house one day and offered my grandmother 
$100 in gold in exchange for the caul.    Much 
to the chagrin of the sailor,  my grandmother 
declined his offer.

 Custom has it that a caul brings its  owner 
good luck and that anyone who possesses one 
will never die by drowning.   No wonder the 
mariner was  willing to offer such a huge sum 
for this unusual piece of membrane.   Doing a 
little bit of research on the subject revealed that 
in medieval times, cauls were often pressed and 
preserved as a family heirloom by the mother.

Recently, while sorting through some of 
the papers  of my mother and maternal 
grandmother, I came across an envelope 
labeled “baby’s caul”.    Further inspection 
revealed the remnants of the “veil” which 
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covered my mother’s  face at her birth.   While over a hundred 
years old, it has a tan color and is very soft to the touch. 
      This thin, filmy membrane is actually the remnants of the 
amniotic sac, and typically covers the newborn immediately after 
birth.  Being born with a caul is an extremely rare situation, 
probably occurring in fewer than 1 in 1000 births. In addition to 
being a birth rarity it is usually present only in premature babies.
A baby born with a veil over its face, can usually see aura's. An 
aura is a colored outline, or set of outlines, allegedly emanating 
from the surface of  an object. 
     You never know what you might find in your quest for 
information on your ancestors and other family members. We 
would be interested if any member have had the same 
experience of  a baby’s veil in their family.
	      Three superstitions relating to cauls are:

1. The child will have great wisdom and see “things”.

2. The child will be able to see “beyond the veil”. By some, this 
may also be considered as a "curse" because such a gift also 
carries with some powerful challenges and heavy burdens.

3. The child will always be lucky.  Seaman were especially fond of 
securing these veils, to protect them from drowning in their 
occupation.   
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK

  Hello Fellow PSGS Members,
How quickly time passes, another year 

is  drawing to a close with so much yet to be 
finished.   It is election time again.   This 
year we will be electing a Treasurer and 
Secretary and filling two Director Positions.  
We also have openings in most of our 
committees.   In order for the Pasco County 
Genealogical Society to be successful we 
need membership participation.   Without 

your help we will not succeed.   I am 
asking YOU to find a way to 
contribute some time and help PCGS 

continue to be a dynamic society. 
This has  been a very good year, with 

many excellent speakers.   Over the year 
many of our members  have presented the 
program about Presidents, websites 
available to us,  questions and answer time 
on burning questions, to name a few.   Our 
outside speakers have kept us informed in 
so many ways, including writing our own 
history and stories about our lives.   The 
November Speaker, Sharon Tate Moody, 
has helped us find other ways to find our 
ancestors (other than the census). 

Our January speaker will be  Ann 
Palmer, senior librarian at the Florida 
Genealogy & History Library at J. F. 
Germany Library. She will talk about the 
wealth of resources we have right here in 
Tampa.  Mark your calendars for January 
12, 2013. Guests are welcome.

Thank you all for a wonderful year, 
God bles s  you.   Have a Happy 
Thanksgiving and a Merry Christmas.

 
                              Janet Avery

PLEASE VOTE

	 Included in this  newsletter, on page 7 is  
our 2013 election ballot for the officers, 
directors, and proposed ByLaw changes.

The ByLaw changes are included in 
this  mailing as  an insert. Please be sure to 
mail in your vote right away to meet our 
deadline. Instructions  are included on page 
7 for returning your ballot. Thank you.

Remember, a society needs leadership 
and a member should want to participate in 
making the society the best that it can be. 
Volunteer your time to work on committees, 
to serve in any way that is needed..

 Gene Poast at LDS Conference Brenda Riley, Faye Gallager, Kay Webb and Ellouise Wynn at 16th Annual LDS Family History Conference..

Age is an important thing. 

If your ancestor was not of 
legal age, he or she could not 
sign legal documents in his 
own name. 

Did a family wait until the 
youngest child was "of age" to 
settle up an estate?

Is the reason an ancestor 
waited to apply for military or 
widow's pension because they 
were not old enough or 
because the law changed, 
finally making them eligible?

There are age restrictions  and 
other "qualifications" for a 
variety of things today.  It's 
possible your ancestor had to 
"wait" until he or she qualified 
for something as well.

From Michael John Neill’s 
“Genealogy Tip of  The Day”
October 27, 2012 post.
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Prosper,  my 2nd great grandfather, 
has been a brick wall in the Morris 
family search for a number of years.  
He is still a brick wall but during the 
past year and a half, five members of 
t h e f am i l y h ave b een s h a r i n g 
information and during the past 
summer,  one member, Mike Unwin, a 
cousin of mine,  found a copy of an 
article about him.  

Three years ago I found his 
gravestone in Chester, VT.  That was an 
exciting day for me.  

The reason I mentioned Prosper 
being a brick wall is  that some of the 
information in the article conflicts  with 
other information we have on file.  We 
have been unable to find a copy of his 
birth certificate.  Prosper's  death 
certificate and his grave monument 
have conflicting information on when 

he was born.   His marriage date and 
the number of children they had are 
also in question.  

The thrill of the chase and learning 
something about our ancestor has been 
gratifying to us.  It has, at least for me, 
made it possible to be in contact with 
members of our family, some of whom 
I had not met before.  

The article was  published in the St. 
Albans Messenger, St. Albans, VT on 
October 22, 1903.  It reads as follows:

“Prosper Morris, of Bartonsville, 
102 years old – A Remarkable Family.

Chester, Oct. 21. - Prosper Morris 
of Bartonsville, [In the town of 
Rockingham] according to a record of 
the younger portion of the Morris 
family,  was 102 years  old July 4, 1903 
and was one of 13 children, there being 
three pairs of twins.  Mr Morris was 

one of the sets of triplets and was born 
in Berthia, Canada.

	 Mr. Morris was married July 4,  
1832 to Miss Sophia Blanchard of 
Quebec, Can., and they lived together 
for 68 years.   Mrs. Morris died August 
4, 1900, aged 95 years.  Seventeen 
children were born to them, several of 
them who are now living.  Mr. Morris 
had fifty-three grand children,  and 
twenty-one great grand children.

	 Mr. Morris's hobby has always  
been astronomy.  He could tell at any 
time the date and hour and minute that 
the changes of the moon occurred, also 
explain all the important stars.

Mr. Morris is  without doubt the 
oldest person in Vermont, if not in New 
England.”

Prosper Morris, my 2nd Great grandfather.
BY RAYMOND MORRIS

Sign up NOW to Help.
    Prosper Pratt Morris
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	 My husband and I went to 
Salisbury, North Carolina the first weekend 
in August since my Mother's Bernhardt 
family were having their reunion. The field 
trip this year was to Gold Hill, N.C. where 
the oldest brother of  my ancestor John 
Crawford Bernhardt, George Mathias 
discovered gold on the farm of  George 
Helig in 1843. He called the area Gold Hill 
which still carries that name. The earliest 
Bernhardt recorded was Johann Christian 
Bernhardt whose parents had left Germany 
for Switzerland where he was born. He 
came to Pennsylvania in 1748, married, and 
then migrated south in 1769.

	 The first discovery of  gold was in 
1824 in the Gold Hill Mining District. The 
Barnhardt shaft was dug in 1842 by Col. 
George Bernhardt, son-in-law of  John Reed 
(Reed Gold Mine). The accidental discovery 
of  gold on the farm of  John Reed in 1799 
became the first gold discovery in America 
by Americans. The 17 lb. nugget found at 
Reed mine was used for a door stop for a 
couple years until John Reed was prodded 
into taking it to a Fayetteville jeweler for 
appraisal. After realizing what the precious 
stone was, Reed started searching the 
stream beds on his property for more gold. 
Just a short while later another nugget 
weighing 23 lbs. was found near the same 
area. 

	 The Bernhardt shaft is 500 ft. deep 
and was the first vertical shaft dug to that 
depth in the United States. The vein 

widened out to about a twenty foot wide 
wall of  quartz laced with gold. The tunnel 
produced by the extraction of  the quartz 
extended 

approximately fifteen hundred feet to the 
northwest and ran under the main street of  
Gold Hill. The mining camp in 1845 
employed 3000-5000 men so a jail was built 
and it still stands. Gold Hill is said to have 
had around 26 Saloons and about 6 
brothels. There is a Chilean Ore Mill 
thought to be the only remaining original 
ore mill in the United States. Dating to 
1824 it was used at Gold Hill by the Shafer 
family. The mill was operated by the use of  
a steam engine. Many ore crushing 
demonstrations are held each year during 
the Founder's Day Celebration in 
September (4th Saturday). The historic park 
includes a number of  sites including three 
shafts, the ore mill, a log barn and powder 
house. Production at Gold Hill slowed with 
the coming of  the Civil War. 

	 	 	                 

Ther’s Gold in 
Them Thar Hills 

after all.

Thanks to Joan for 
telling her story.

“GOLD HILL”
 

                                         By Joan Knowles

Bulbs blooming at Salt Lake Family History Center

C o u s i n s , 
i n c l u d i n g 
J o a n ’ s 
h u s b a n d , 
John ,  look 
at the spot of 
the discovery.
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Gold Hill is a small community in 
Southwestern Rowan County, North 
Carolina. It is near the Cabarrus 
County line near the Yadkin River. 

Most of the people settled there 
lived on modest family farms, including 
the farmer John Reed, a former 
Hession soldier. On this  farm was 
found the first gold rock that started  
the gold fever of  the 19th century.

John Reed took it to a jewelry store 
for appraisal after being used by a 
doorstop for three years, and in 1802 
sold it to the jeweler for the asked price 
of $3.50.  That sum was only one tenth 
of  one percent of  its true value.

The following year, John Reed 
began his mining operation forming a 
partnership with three local men, and 
the rest is history.

    “Gold Mining District, 1824” by Joan Knowles

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Ore crushing demonstrations are held each year during the Founder's  Day 
Celebration in September (4th Saturday). The historic park includes a number of 
sites including three shafts, the ore mill,  a log barn and powder house. Production 
at Gold Hill slowed with the coming of  the Civil War. 

Stone used to crush the ore.

G o l d H i l l ’ s 

General Store
is still open!

Machine below was  used to separate ore 

from the gold flakes.

Jail used to house inmates is still standing.
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	 DECIPHERING

  This summer , scanning the index 
cards from PCGS Carter President, 
George Warren’s project, “Pasco 
County Marriages”,  I found new 
respect for the members who did 
extracting from Pasco’s vital records.
 Many of the charter members  
worked on this  project to produce a 
published book. As you can see, it must 
have been filled with frustration at the 
handwriting of the late 1870‘s records. 
C h a r t e r m e m b e r Ja n B e a t t i e 
remembers  that time period and said it 
took a large group of members  making 
index cards from the record, then 
having members correcting the index 
cards two t imes, to make sure 
everything was correct.
	 Are you enjoying the Index for the 
US 1940 Census? The same process 
was used for that, only now we call it 
indexing, and it is from our own homes, 
and via computer, most of the time in 
our pajamas.  At the LDS Conference 

recently, Jim Greene, a engineer from 
Utah, was telling how fast the job got 
finished because so many people were 
helping to index for FamilySearch.org. 
He mentioned that they need many 
more volunteers to index the oncoming 
projects  they have planned. He, also, 
said that the younger generation really 
have t rouble w i th dec ipher ing 
handwriting because they are no longer 
taught cursive writing in school.  So if 
you can help do some indexing, go to 
the FamilySearch.org and check out 
how to sign up. Some of our members 
are all ready lending them a hand.

   As you can tell from the example 
below, many mistakes were made 
deciphering the letters because of the 
handwriting flourishes. C’s became S’s, 
Y’s became G’s, and etc. Many times in 
my own research,  I have located my 
ancestors  by looking for other spellings 
of  names.

Extractors were ordinary people, 
who had a hard time reading the 

written record and many times 
misspelled the names or the data on 
their copy. Many times, the copy was 
wrong in the first place, too, as the 
persons taking the information were 
known to make spelling errors, as well.

My hat is  off to all the indexers, 
and extractors, both then, and now, 
who are doing this very important work 
for us  researchers. How nice it is to not 
have to browse the 1940 Census any 
longer. The indexers have done very 
good work. Thank you.

So my Tip of the day is, to look at 
many different spellings, not just one, 
look at initials as well.  Be sure to check 
the index of Ancestry.com’s census 
records and then check the index of the 
Familysearch.org’s census, because Jim 
Greene said at the conference,

 “not all indexes  are of the 

same quality. Each one may be a 
little different. “

     Recently, I found that to be true. 
I was looking for the “Yant” family in 

Oh, those Mangled, Tangled Names !      

one and I found them in another index 
under the “Gant” family spelling.

                     FOR SALE
Our TOTE BAG            $15.00
See any officer or Peggy Fortner

By Virginia Britten
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..............End of  the Line.

Upcoming Events:
December 8, 2012 Annual Meeting with
Elections, and “Members, Out and About”, 
program.

January 12, 2013, PCGS’s  Speaker will be 
Ann Palmer, Senior Librarian
at the Florida Genealogy & History Library at 
J. F. Germany Library. She will talk about the 
wealth of  resources Tampa has to offer.

February 19, 2013, South Bay Genealogical 
Society is  presenting Dr. John Philip Colletta in 
an all day seminar at Ruskin, Florida. 
Reservations close February 8th, so be sure to 
register  before then. $45 includes lunch

Military Records
 Have you looked for military records for your 
ancestors  who were not in the armed forces? If you 
haven’t, you had better look again. Even though,  they 
did not enlist,  their registration for the drafts might be 
included in the records containing valuable 
information.
 According to “GenealogyInsider” Post by Beth, a 
FamilyTree Magazine staff member, “Military records 
even encompass those who didn't serve in the armed 
forces; for example, after the Selective Service Act of 
1917, 24 million men ages 18 to 45 filled out WWI 
draft registration cards between June 1917 and 
September 1918. Even if he didn't enlist, your 
ancestor's draft registration card is probably available 
at the National Archives and Records Administration 
(NARA). “ The post occurred November 7, 2012.
 November 11th is Veterans’ Day, a day set aside 
to honor all veterans who served their country. Be sure 
to say thank you to the ones still living and to honor 
those who are not with us for so many sacrifices they 
endured on our behalf.
	 WE HONOR AND APPRECIATE YOU!

PCGS ELECTION BALLOT

President ....................................Janet Avery           Yes______No______          My vote on PCGS ByLaw 
Vice President .............................Deborah Adles     Yes______No_____           Proposed Changes for

Secretary ................................... Virginia Britten   Yes_____  No _____           the year of  2013.
Treasurer ...................................James M. Fritz      Yes_____  No_____           
Director  2013-2014 ......................Kelly Jewett          Yes_____   No______         Approve?    Yes___  No____

Director  2013-2014 ..................... Jan Staugh             Yes _____  No_____

Instructions: Tear off  this ballot after marking your choice, place in an unmarked envelope and seal it. 
Take this envelope and place into an unmarked,clean envelope,and seal it; On the outside address it to 
PCGS, Post Office Box 2072, Dade City, Florida 33526; Place your name and return address on the front 

left corner and send as soon as possible. This ballot must be received by the Secretary before the start 
of  the December 8th, 2012, Annual Meeting. Thank you for Voting.

http://blog.familytreemagazine.com/insider/ct.ashx?id=017c9569-6729-4edb-82a3-0ed22e2837ac&url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.archives.gov%2fveterans%2f
http://blog.familytreemagazine.com/insider/ct.ashx?id=017c9569-6729-4edb-82a3-0ed22e2837ac&url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.archives.gov%2fveterans%2f
http://blog.familytreemagazine.com/insider/ct.ashx?id=017c9569-6729-4edb-82a3-0ed22e2837ac&url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.archives.gov%2fveterans%2f
http://blog.familytreemagazine.com/insider/ct.ashx?id=017c9569-6729-4edb-82a3-0ed22e2837ac&url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.archives.gov%2fveterans%2f
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SOCIETY INFORMATION
Meetings are the second Saturday of each month, September 
through May of each year. There are no membership meetings 
held in June, July, and August. The public is welcome to attend.

Meetings are held from 10 a.m. to 12 noon at the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints  at 9016 Fort King Road ( State 
Road 41), between Zephyrhills and Dade City, Florida. 

MEMBERSHIP
Open to all persons  interested in genealogical research.  Annual 
dues cover the period from January 1 through December 31 of 
the same year.

Pasco County Genealogical Society
P.O.Box 2072

Dade City, Fl 33526

www.rootsweb.com/~flpcgs/

http://pascogenealogy.blogspot.com/

Visit us on Facebook, too.

http://www.rootsweb.com/~flpcgs/
http://www.rootsweb.com/~flpcgs/
http://pascogenealogy.blogspot.com
http://pascogenealogy.blogspot.com

