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   John Robertson was our speaker for December 
2005 and spoke to us about researching in Scot-
land.  He was born in the Shetland Islands and 
grew up in Scotland.  He gave examples of prime 
resources and websites to research your Scottish 
history.  Visit John’s website, www.shetlandroots.
org, with links to most of the major Scottish re-
cords. 

Submitted by Virginia Britten 

A Publication of Pasco County Genealogical Society 

PLEASE NOTE 
 

   The deadline for items to be included 
in the next issue is April 10, 2006.  Please 
feel free to send your submissions any 
time between now and the deadline.  
Early is excellent; deadline is great. 

Professional Genealogist Donna Moughty spoke at 
our January meeting on “Immigration and Natu-
ralization”.  Shown here with Cathy Vance and 
“Mike” Shires.  

Submitted by Virginia Britten  

PLEA FOR SUBMISSIONS 
   We are looking for 12 good people who would 
write (1) article per year for the newsletter.  We 
have worn out (2) good men and need to give them 
a break.  Everyone has a genealogical story of inter-
est to relate.  It could be about a specific ancestor, a 
successful “brick wall” crumbling,  a good or very 
bad research trip, a funny or scary event on a re-
search trip, a skeleton in your tree or a “find” in an 
unprecedented area of research. 
   Please pick an issue (Feb., May, Aug. or Nov.) 
and commit to an article for that month.  You can 
turn it in early and we will hold it until the month 
you designate or we will remind you two months 
before.  
   Special thanks to everyone who contributed to 
this issue.  Without them, we would have had a lot 
of blank pages.                                                Ed. 
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SOCIETY NOTE CARDS FOR SALE  
By Virginia Britten 

1. Great for Thank-You notes to geneal-
ogy friends, etc.  
2. Great for written queries to genealogi-
cal leads.  
3.  Great to buy to support your society.  
   We have now met the cost of this Ways 
and Means project and are poised to 
make a profit for the first time.  Please 
support your society by buying a pack to-
day!  Reduced rate to PCGS members 
until May is $3.00 for a pack of 10 note 
cards.  

 WEST VIRGINIA RESEARCH 
Submitted Jennifer Seney  

   If you are searching in WV, here is a website that 
you should take a look at.  Use the search page for 
birth, death, or marriage records and, if your name 
comes back, you can then click on the link at the 
right end of the line and view the image.  Go to: 
http://www.wvculture.org/vrr.  Good luck. 

We regret to report the loss of another 
PCGS member 

   Rex Anderson passed away on November 
3, 2005.  He was 84 years old and both he 
and his wife Lauretta were charter members 
of PCGS.  Our heartfelt sympathy goes out 
to his family. 

GREETINGS FROM THE PRESIDENT: 
 
   Congratulations to all of the candidates who were nominated and voted into office at our 
December meeting. I look forward to serving with, and learning with all of you. 
   In my first message as your newly elected president I would like to talk about beginnings.  
For all of us the love of genealogy has different beginnings. In my own case it was my 
mother trying to trace her Scottish roots and dragging me down to the John F Germany li-
brary in Tampa to help go through book after book of records. Not what most sixteen year 
olds want to be doing but that was the seed that later grew into my genealogy obsession.  For 
you it may have been a family story, a picture or the desire to join a lineage society that set 
you on your research path. Whatever the initial motivator was for each of us there is a desire 
to reach through the ages to learn more about our heritage. When we start out doing geneal-
ogy, we know little about how to accomplish our goals of taking our research back another 
generation, how to find records we need, or how to document our sources. However, as good 
researchers, we learn and should continue to learn and grow and give back to others that are 
just starting to enter into the wonders, and sometimes surprises, of researching past genera-
tions. 
   Lets begin the New Year by giving back. Make a new beginning and volunteer for a PCGS 
committee, teach a class, work in the PCGS/LDS library, write an article for our newsletter, 
or mentor another member that may need help with their research. As Pat Busbice said in her 
last message as president “We are a Society of experts”, let’s show what true experts we are 
by remembering our beginnings and giving something back. 
 
Cathy Vance 



Page 3    

A NOTE OF APPRECIATION 
   A big THANK YOU to Sheila Rickard for 
her gift of a years subscription to Family Tree 
Magazine for our library.  It is greatly appre-
ciated by all of us. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
Debra Hamilton 

Lois Mason 
Kenneth O’Dell 

PCGS UPCOMING EVENTS 
MAR. 11 - Sharon Tate Moody will speak on 
“No Ring, No License, Are They Married?” 
APR. 8 - Elmer Spears 
will cover available ge-
nealogy material at his 
Madison, FL Library.  
To be followed by our 
annual birthday party. 
MAY 13 - Will be a 
PCGS member produc-
tion most likely on the 
census and a farewell to 
our Snowbirds, who are 
still here. 

OUT OF AREA EVENTS 
None found within a reasonable area 

ITEMS OF INTEREST         
Submitted by Tom Santa Cruz 

I got this information as part of a thread on Hills-
borough County mail list and thought it might be 
helpful to the folks you share information with. 
Tom Santa Cruz 

USF Library 
 From: FLHILLSB-D-request@rootsweb.com 
Subject: FLHILLSB-D Digest V06  #14  
    Anyone can come and access the holdings of the 
campus library without a student ID. When you 
come into the main entrance (on Fowler Avenue) 
you just need to swing into the visitor's center on 
the right and purchase a parking pass for $3. The 
closest place to the library to park is right at the 
visitor's center, the next closest place to park is the 
Sun Dome.  The library parking lot has metered 
spaces (1 hour and 2 hour), and you can park there 
if you don't mind running down to feed the meter. 
   Microfilms are on the second floor. Newspaper 
microfilms are all on the right side of the room, 
filed alphabetically. There is never a wait to use a 
reader, there are several. The cost for printing mi-
crofilms is 15 cents per page. There is an ATM in 
the lobby and copy card dispensers on the second 
floor right outside the microfilm room.  The cost to 
print films with a copy card is 11 cents per page, I 
think. 
   The only thing you cannot do without a student 
ID is check out books, otherwise you can enjoy, ac-
cess and copy any of the holdings there. 

(continued next column) 

 From the Providence, RI RootsWeb List: 
    I agree that there is much of value in LDS films. 
I am sorry to hear of your troubles with the FHC in 
Smithfield [RI]. It's hard to keep some of them 
properly staffed when it's all done by volunteers. 
Perhaps they have been having trouble getting vol-
unteers... Maybe you (or someone you know) 
would be willing to help out from time to time? 
You don't have to be LDS to help work in the fam-
ily history center... But it's great that you know of 
another one that isn't too far away. 
 And as a side note, if you find something at the 
Family History Library (in Salt Lake City) that 
doesn't circulate to the local family history center 
(books for example, and some microfilms), then 
check out Random Acts of Genealogical Kindness. 
Go to UT, Salt Lake County and you will see peo-
ple (like myself) who do volunteer lookups at that 
library :-) We only need titles, call numbers and 
what you are looking for. If a film has an item 
number on it, please be sure to include it- it makes 
things so much easier. 
   The Family History Center online catalog is at: 
www.familysearch.org (under library catalog) 
Random Acts of Genealogical Kindness is at: 
http://www.aogk.org/listing.htm  
Susan Malone   v 
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WHAT IS A PODCAST AND WHAT CAN IT DO FOR ME 
By Tom Santa Cruz 

   In the last year you may have heard of PodCasts and wondered what they were? what they can do for me? 
and what is it going to cost me? 

What it is 
A PodCast is the Internet equivalent of an audio recording of something.  The something could be music, a lec-
ture, a radio show, a story or anything else that you might get on an audio recording from a cassette, a reel-to-
reel tape, or a CD.  A video PodCast is something else, much newer, and currently associated with a lot of por-
nography.  I will not be addressing any video PodCasts. 

What the costs are 
A PodCast comes through the Internet normally as an mp3-file.  The mp3-files can be very large i.e, 15 mega-
bytes or more.  You need to have access to Internet with more than a dialup modem.   DSL, Cable Internet, a 
public library computer, or a connection that allows 700K baud downloads or more.  Your computer can play 
the mp3-file (using free WinAmp or Quicktime software) or the file can be transferred to an mp3-player.  The 
file transfer can be burned to a CD to play on an mp3-compatible CD player (or DVD player).  Or the mp3-file 
can be transferred to a device like an iPod® ($100+).  iPods are an Apple product, but Samsung, and the rest of 
the competition make similar devices generically called mp3-players. 

What it can do for me 
Here our focus narrows to genealogy.  There are two regular weekly genealogical PodCasts.  The Genealogy 
Guys PodCast is presented and produced by George Morgan and Drew Smith (normally 30 minutes long).  
DearMyrtle’s Family History Hour PodCast is presented and produced by DearMyrtle (Pat Richley).  The 
presentations include interviews of people writing genealogy book, producing genealogical software, or are ex-
perts of some area of genealogy (DNA, Census records, citing sources, substitute records, reunions, maps, 
Iowa, St. Marys in Georgia, Scotland, Germany, Italy, . . .).  The presentations evaluate books, software and 
genealogical supplies.  DearMyrtle has “Mighty Mouse” episodes that steps listeners through tasks like 
downloading and installing software, searching a unique database, and other hands-on task.  That’s right hands-
on, with the recording playing you go online, pausing where appropriate, she describes what you should see.  
She walks you through the installation or a sample database search.  The few other genealogical PodCasts can 
be found on the Research Page of the PCGS website. 
   BONUS – Both the Genealogy Guys and DearMyrtle’s Family History Hour are based out of the Tampa 
Bay area, so local resource are often given as examples.  The PodCast is prepared for broadcast to the World. 

What else do I need 
You need to be able to download or capture PodCasts.  The two genealogical PodCast series that are mentioned 
above can be copied from the PodCaster’s website listed at the PCGS website.  Manually download a few of 
the PodCasts to be sure this is something you are interested in hearing. 
   If you want automatic downloading of the latest PodCasts soon after they are issued then you need a  "Media 
Aggregator,” (a software program.)  There are two good free media aggregators, Juice (juicereceiver.
sourceforge.net) and ITunes (www.apple.com/itunes/download).  Juice is less commercial but asks for a dona-
tion if you continue to use the software.  ITunes is very commercial and operated by Apple.  ITunes is regu-
larly bundled with the latest version QuickTime.  Both programs come in PC or Mac versions, easy to install, 
and use. 

What is coming 
More PodCast lessons, DearMyrtle has plans to offer Podcast how-to lessons similar to the written help files at 
her website.  More genealogists will be becoming PodCasters too.  Maybe presentations at conferences and 
such will be PodCasted.  

Summary 
You can listen to presentations by Pat Richley (DearMyrtle), George Morgan, and Drew Smith discussing the 
latest and greatest things in genealogy on a weekly basis.  On the lecture tour these guys generally pack in the 
crowds.  You can do this from your computer at home.  Couple this with all the other amazing genealogical 
things you are doing on the Internet and you may be getting your money’s worth from your Internet account. v 
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 LOOKING FOR YOUR ROOTS 
OR 

HOW FAR DID YOU FALL FROM YOUR TREE 
By “Mike” Shires 

   Do you know that you are who you are because of those who have gone before you?  Who are those faceless people, those 
names you have heard – to whom do they belong?  Do you ever wonder? 
   Tracing your family tree can be an eye-opening experience, a lot of fun and yes, it can be challenging.  For nearly 50 
years I searched (off and on) for my Great Grandfather, whom I had always been told came from Nova Scotia.  No other 
information, other than “he just appeared one day.” The town records where he resided were destroyed by fire in 1918. 
Checking the census, I learned he came from England.  Checking his death certificate, I learned he came from Prince Ed-
ward Island. I found nothing further.  Two years ago I started researching seriously, and last year I broke through the “brick 
wall.” Not only did I find my Great Grandfather, but since then have been able to trace my roots back to 1247 in Scotland. 
He was NOT born in England, NOT Nova Scotia, NOT Prince Edward Island, but on Entry Island in the Magdalen Islands.  
   To start you must learn these three things:  A full name, including a maiden name for a woman; an approximate date for a 
vital event, i.e., birth, marriage, residence and/or death, and of course the place of an event.  If you can learn these three ba-
sic elements, they will lead you to records identifying the next ancestral generation.   
   A good way to start is to go through family albums, old letters, documents, the family Bible; even a recipe book may hold 
notes of information. Once you find this info, organizing comes next.  You can use software developed for this purpose 
(Family Tree, Legacy Family Tree, etc.).  I recommend using a “Family Group Sheet” and/or “Pedigree Chart” as a work-
sheet.  These can be downloaded from many sites and I will list a few for beginners at the end of this article. 
   The Family Group Sheet should include names of parents and information on all of the children of the same family.  The 
Pedigree Chart has space for four generations.  This includes you, your parents, grandparents and great grandparents. 
   You might even want to start a research log to identify the ancestor’s name, date of search, source, place, comments, and 
even the document number.  
   Interviewing or contacting immediate family members and relatives is a good place to start. Having an unusual surname is 
a benefit.  However, you must remember that names may be spelled differently from ancestor to ancestor.  For example: 
Dickson could be Dixon, Dickerson, Dickinson and even Dickson.  Sometimes census takers took information from 
neighbors; they may have spelled the name from sound; sometimes the writing was illegible; (even immigration officials 
made mistakes) and the persons themselves could have changed the spelling of their name.  This just adds to the difficulties 
and challenges you may encounter when searching for your ancestors.  
   You will probably want to obtain death certificates for parents, grandparents and close relatives who have died. WHY? 
Because it often provides other clues, such as:  the place of birth, and the exact place of death. 
Always remember, one document, memory, or source is not enough. You need to compare records.  Information given on a 
death certificate can be wrong since the deceased is NOT the one that provided the information.   If you know the State 
where the person died, it is usually easy to get.  Vital records were registered in the States starting in 1900-1920 and all but 
a few states have them from 1910 on. 
   You can call the Social Security Administration (SSA) and tell them you want to obtain a death certificate from a particu-
lar state.  They have the current address for vital records as well as the fees required for obtaining copies.  Also if a person 
died after 1936 chances are good that his social security number will be on the death certificate. 
   When you write for a death certificate you don’t necessarily need to know the city or county where the person died.  It 
would help, however, to know the year of death, names of parents and/or spouse, etc. which should be enough to locate the 
person’s death certificate.  If the death certificate shows birth information, you can then write for a birth certificate.  Again, 
remember birth registration was about 1900-1920. If a birth date precedes 1900,  you may still be able to find a birth certifi-
cate at the courthouse or town hall near the place of birth.  
   You can certainly find information on records of marriage, deeds, probates, tax, baptisms, family Bibles, obituaries, etc., 
just to name a few places to search.  Now you can go to the census and start building this information you have obtained.  
This is where keeping a family group sheet and source record logs become important.  Going over the same information 
again and again is time consuming.  Write down what and where you’ve researched and where valuable information was 
found. 
   The first five censuses were 1790 through 1840.  They listed the population as well as the heads of households living in 
every county in every state.  In 1850 they listed every member in a household and also the place of birth, occupation, and 
even immigration information. Except for the 1890 census list, which was destroyed by fire, the majority of the old census 
lists survive.  They are located in the National Archives in Washington, DC. 
   The 1920 Census is a good place to start since there is a soundex index for each head of household and for all states and 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Your roots  (Continued from page 5) 

territories.  A soundex index lists names by the way they 
sound. This grouping allows one to find a person in the cen-
sus whose surname may be spelled many different ways.  
This was a project done originally by the WPA in the 1930s 
on 3x5 cards.  These soundex cards are now found on mi-
crofilm, organized by state and alphabetically by the soun-
dex code. The censuses and soundex information are acces-
sible in many libraries in their genealogical section. 
   Many websites have a lot of information.  Three places to 
start:  http://www.rootsweb.com  http://www.ancestry.com 
and http://www.familysearch.com.   
   Another good website that is interesting and will jog a lot 
of memories is a questionnaire put out by Texas Coopera-
t i v e  E x t e n s i o n :  h t t p : / / f c s . t a m u . e d u / a g i n g /
family_history_questionnaire.htm   

Forms may be found at the following:  
http://www.cyndislist.com/beginner.htm   
http://www.rootsweb.com/%7Egenepool/sources.htm  
            Research Instruction 
 http://home.earthlink.net/~howardorjeff/instruct.htm 
 http://www.researchonline.net/res1.htm 
 http://www.pbs.org/kbyu/ancestors/researchprocess/public/       
index.htm   
 http://rwguide.rootsweb.com/ 
 http://www.rootsweb.com/~newbie/ 
 http://www.genealogytoolbox.com/howto.html  
             Helpful direction on analyzing handwriting, etc. 
 http://www.erienet.net/~sruth/geneal.html  
             Sites for newcomers 
 http://www.bryanfoods.com/ALLABOUT/geneology.html                
             Nice basic site 
 Good Luck and Happy Hunting!  v 

DNA CONFERENCE 
by Connie Delaney & Tom Santa Cruz 

   Jim Parrish, Tom Santa Cruz and I attended a DNA/
Genealogy conference in Sarasota on January 28. We 
learned quite a bit about  what DNA is and even more 
about what it is not. A lot of the information was very 
technical. When  we arrived, we each got a packet of 
"goodies" (pens, pads, maps, etc.) and the  piece de re-
sistance - a looseleaf notebook filled with technical arti-
cles. A brief perusal of the material suggests that it could 
also be used as a cure for  insomnia.  The speakers were 
Scott R. Woodward, Ph.D., of the  Sorenson Molecular 
Genealogy Foundation (SGMF); Matthew Thomas, Ph.
D., of DNA Print Genomics, Inc.; and Bennett Green-
span, President and CEO of Family Tree DNA,  which 
does testing for the general public. 
   The study of DNA and family genes from blood  sam-
ples began in the 1980's, and was called the human ge-
nome project. The  purposes of the Sorenson study were 
to promote understanding and tolerance among people, 
to create a comprehensive repository of family history 
information using  correlated genealogy and genetic in-
formation, to provide innovative tools to  reconstruct 

and verify the accuracy of genealogical information by 
using DNA,  and to provide public access to the infor-
mation. This group established a database with a  sig-
nificant number of individuals from each target popula-
tion around the world. At least 200 individuals from 
each location during a specific time period were used to 
establish this database.   
   We learned that each individual has four billion  
pieces of genetic information. The paradox is that we are 
each unique, but share 95%-99% of our DNA with other 
people.  Identical twins are the only people whose  DNA 
can be an exact match.  We learned that there are three 
types of DNA:   Y-DNA (one of the two sex determin-
ing  chromosome pairs) is present only in males. It 
passes genetic information from  a father  to sons and is 
typically used in surname studies. Mitochondrial-DNA 
(is not from a chromosome) is present in both males and 
females.  Autosomal-DNA  (comes from the 22 pairs of 
non-sex determining chromosomes) is where genetic in-
formation from all your ancestors goes. This type of 
DNA requires specialized studies and costs more to de-
termine. 
   DNA studies have established four source populations:  
East Asian, Native American, European and Sub-Sharan  
African, and these have ethnic sub-groups. Genetic 
markers (identifiable  locations on a chromosome) indi-
cate the presence of the four ethnic  elements. DNA test-
ing/prints will not tell you who your great-grandfather 
was or where he came from, but will be expressed as a  
probability that your DNA comes from an ethnic group 
or that your DNA shares markers with those of the same 
surname, if a database for that surname exists.   
   The more markers that are tested and the more  gen-
erations of a given family that are used, the higher the 
confidence level in  the results.  Sometimes there are un-
expected results, such as an adoption into  the family 
that was previously unknown. Surname results can be 
difficult if the  surname has been changed, but Y-DNA 
genetic information resolves many of the name changes.                     
We learned that DNA prints can be very costly, but  one 
speaker said that a simple DNA test can cost $100-$200, 
depending on the number of markers you want to in-
clude. 
   You can submit your DNA sample to SMGF to be  in-
cluded in a database free of charge, but you would not 
receive individual  results. Four generations of your ge-
nealogy must be submitted with each sample,  and indi-
viduals who are adopted cannot participate at this time.   
Currently SMGF is offering a coupon for a mid-range 
commercial test either Y or Mitochondrial for $95.  
With the commercial information you can access many 
of the databases like SMGF's or National Geographics.
                                       v    
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PASCO COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY, INC. 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 
            NEW____ RENEWAL____              INDIVIDUAL ($15.00)____FAMILY ($22.50)____ 
 
 
Make checks payable and mail to:  PCGS, PO Box 2072, Dade City, FL 33526 
 
Names______________________________________________________________________________ 

Include Full names and maiden name 
  

Address ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State & Zip_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone___________________________  E-mail___________________________________________ 

 
COMPUTER TIPS 

by Cathy Vance 
 

   Do you have mysterious music playing from your 
computer? If you hear "Fur Elise" or "It's a Small 
Word" it is a signal sent to the speaker from your 
computer's BIOS that the CPU fan is failing or has 
failed. Turn your computer off immediately and get it 
to a repair shop to have the fan replaced. Running 
your PC without a fan working will burn internal parts 
or worse. . . could start a fire.  

BIOS  
Acronym for basic input/output system, the built-in 
software that determines what a computer can do 
without accessing programs from a disk. On PCs, the 
BIOS contains all the code required to control the key-
board, display screen, disk drives, serial communica-
tions, and a number of miscellaneous functions.  

CPU  
Abbreviation of central processing unit, and pro-
nounced as separate letters. The CPU is the brains of 
the computer. Sometimes referred to simply as the 
processor or central processor, the CPU is where 
most calculations take place. In terms of computing 
power, the CPU is the  most  important  element of  a 
computer  system. 
BIOS and CPU definitions from http://www.
webopedia.com  v 

 
“Days Gone By” by Genevieve L. Smith 

Submitted by Connie Delaney  
 

1845 - Levy County created.  
1845 -Mosquito County which was established in 
1824 was changed to Orange County.  
1848 - Holmes County is created.  
1849 - Putnam County established.  
1851 -First steam sawmill brought in by Ephraim Hale 
to Zephyrhills area.  
1851 - On January 11, an act of Legislature was ap-
proved creating the Supreme Court of the State of 
Florida with a Chief Justice and two associate justices 
to hold office for eight years and meet in annual ses-
sions at Tallahassee, Jacksonville, Tampa and 
Marianna.  
1853 - Sumter County was created.  
1854 - Volusia County is created.  
1855 - Liberty and Manatee Counties are added.  
1855 -St. Lucie County created in 1844 - had name 
changed to Brevard this year.  
1856 - Lafayette and Taylor Counties established.  
1856 -Settlers gathered at "Ft. Broome" on second 
outbreak of Indians. This "Fort" was located on the 
south line of the farm of W. C. Brown, about halfway 
between Wire Road and Richland Road and about 1 
3/4 miles south of Dade City.  
1856- The Federal government ceded to Florida all the 
lands under water which were obtained under the 
Treaty of Purchase from Spain.  v 
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  PASCO COUNTY  
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

   
Officers 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Meetings are held on the 2nd Saturday 
each month at 10:00 a.m. 

Except June, July & August 
at 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints 
9016 Fort King Road 
Dade City, FL 33525 

 
Visitors Welcome 

 
Visit our web page at 

www.rootsweb.com/~flpcgs 
 
 

All items for future newsletters can be mailed to: 
June Woodham 
P.O. Box 7034 

Wesley Chapel, FL 33543 
or 

FAX to 813-973-2085 
E-mail: JWood7311@peoplepc.com 

 
 

Cathy Vance President 

Marion Shires Vice-President 

Cecily Zerbe Secretary 

Jim Parrish Treasurer 

Connie Delaney Director 

Judy Kelley Director 

Susan Canney Director 

George Varney Director 

The Pasco County Line 
PO Box 2072 

Dade City, FL 33526 


