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And then, 
 
 we all sang “Happy Birthday” 
 
 to  ourselves and enjoyed a deli- 
 
cious Birthday cake, cookies and 
 
 juice. 

OUR APRIL MEETING 
 
           Mr. Carl Kolling was a delightful speaker 
at our April meeting.  He spoke  to us about the 
Civil War (from a Confederacy point of view).  
He demonstrated the difficulties that the young 
and untrained Confederate Army experienced.  He 
showed us exactly what they had to go through in 
order to fire just one shot and explained that many 
times the soldiers, in their enthusiasm, would for-
get to remove the ramrod before shooting and 
multiple rods would go flying along with the am-
munition.  We also saw exactly what they had to 
carry to battle with them and the heavy clothes 
they wore and slept in.  
           He brought to the meeting a wealth of in-
formation, humor and memorabilia.   
           To all our members who rushed back up 
north before this meeting; you really missed a 
treat. 

A Publication of Pasco County Genealogical Society, Inc. 

A special thanks to Kelly Jewett for providing the pictures 
for this page 
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Dear Fellow Genealogists: 
             Well, it’s happening again at my house.   The paper piles are in the corners, on the bookcase, covering all 
the available desk space and now threatening to block out light from the window.  Something must be done!  
             These piles are very valuable.  I have old emails that need to be filed – they may contain clues about a par-
ticular family.  I have pages printed from genealogy  websites.  There are copies of the last four issues of geneal-
ogy magazines – all worthy of reading.  Handouts I received at meetings.  Names of professional genealogists who 
can help in a pinch.  A descendancy chart on a famous Mohawk, Joseph Brant, who fought in the American Revo-
lution (on the wrong side); it may link up with my grandfather’s family.  Notes my aunt gave me about her re-
search 15 years ago.  And oh, if I’m unlucky, these looming piles may also contain some overlooked bills and 
other household papers.    
             So here’s how I’m going to tame the paperwork beast:  First, according to a tip I learned from one of our 
speakers a couple of years ago, I set up a file cabinet with hundreds of labeled folders, one for each different per-
son (except for surnames where I only know one or two individuals, and one called “Early Families”.  Each mar-
ried woman is filed under her married name, with her maiden name in parentheses.  This separates a woman from 
her parents but keeps her together with her husband and children. 

 My files required about 120 folders in three drawers.  You can use a different drawer for your papers that 
fall into general categories, such as “cemeteries”, “libraries”, “NY counties”, “NARA”, “military”.   
             Next, I’ll separate all the desktop papers according to these actions: Call, Data Entry, File, Pending, Copy, 
Read, and Write.  
Call is for telephone calls that need to be made.  Data entry: information needs to be added to my Legacy program.  
File: after I am sure any information is recorded on the computer I file the paper under the suitable name.  Pending 
papers refer to book or film orders, lineage society applications, documents and vital records I have sent for.  Pho-
tocopy: take to the copy shop next trip.  Read:  easier said than done! -- But at least it’s all in one place. Write: 
correspondence to be answered or records to be ordered. 
             I’d like to tell you  this will simplify your life and your genealogy.  If that’s so, then I’m a bad example.  
But it does provide a temporary solution to the paperwork clog that can distract from the fun, and rewarding work 
of finding ancestors. 
             Good luck to all you family hunters! 
 
Patricia Busbice 

OUT OF STATE UPCOMING EVENTS 
By Don Merrill 

1-4 June 2005 - The National Genealogical Society is holding the 27th NGS Conference in The States and NGS Gen-
tech 2005 at Nashville, TN. For detailed information, go to the website: <http://www.ngsgenealogy.org> and click on 
"Conferences & Activities," then "2005 Conference." 
9-11 June 2005 - The Palatines to America are holding their national conference at Ft. Wayne, Indiana. This would be 
an opportunity to attend a very good conference and also visit the Allen County Library, the second-largest genealogi-
cal library in the country. For information, go to  http://www.palam.org 
7-10 September 2005 - The Federation of Genealogical Societies and the Utah Genealogical Association announce the 
FGS/UGA Conference to be held 7-10 September 2005 in Salt Lake City, Utah. For information, go to their web site: 
http://www.fgs.org. 
   For additional listings of conferences and workshops around the country, search on google.com for "genealogical 
conferences and seminars" or go to cyndislist.com and search for "coming events." Also, the National Genealogical 
Society has an extensive list on their web site: http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/events.htm. State or local genealogical or 
historical societies also may have listings on their web sites. 
May you find that elusive ancestor this summer. 
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HOW GOOD IS YOUR GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH??? 
By Tom Santa Cruz 

   We may have been collecting our genealogical data from impeccable sources and documented the data very well.  
It is hard to get a grade on what we have done.  Here are some suggestions on measurement and testing. 

Measurement 
   Content (completeness of data and accuracy) and presentation (clarity in charts and narratives) are a good meas-
ure of this grade, sorry not bulk and weight. 
   The content is the people and the events of their life and their interconnecting events with others.  If we are per-
fect, completeness is getting the birth, death, marriage, and parentage information on all of our ancestors.  And 
while we are at it in our perfection, accuracy will include the dates, places and sources of those primary life events.  
For most of us, completeness may run just a few generations and accuracy even less. 
   Many of us collect collateral content.  This content is information on the siblings of our ancestors and family his-
tories.  This content is not pure genealogy, but is genealogical research.  Information in about these siblings and 
family histories often hold clues to our genealogy, it helps with our presentations and it opens our efforts up to 
sharing with our cousins. 
   Presentation should be about showing off our genealogical research findings.  There is a body of conventional 
ways of presenting the information.  These conventions limit the glitter and encourage clarity.  We can prepare 
charts: pedigree (in a book of continuing pages or a wall chart), ahnentafel charts, fan charts, journal report (using 
the format of either the New England Historical and Genealogical Society, the National Genealogical Society or 
The American Genealogical Society, and descendancy charts and narratives.  These can include footnotes, and of-
ten photographs.  The admission into many of the lineage societies will require some of these presentations in addi-
tion to some specific documentation particularly required by the lineage society. 
   Presentation can take the form of pages, pamphlets, books, wall charts, CDs, or even multimedia affairs.  The ad-
vent of computer programs that manage and present genealogical information has made it easier to make presenta-
tion.  The Pasco County Genealogical Society has hosted several speakers addressing the copyrighting, publishing, 
and distribution of presentations. 

Testing 
   Testing or getting your grade can be subjective. 
   If your presentation has been submitted to either a journal or a lineage society, you have received a grade.  This 
is about the only place an objective grade is given. 
   Sharing your presentation with family may or may not interest them more than sharing picture of so-and-so’s 
wedding.  Most genealogical societies and some libraries will accept them unread. 
   Loading your information to the Internet will get you a larger audience, a little more criticism, and an occasional 
bit of help.  You could create your own website or use an online service.  WARNING: Don’t load genealogical 
information about living people onto the Internet. 
   Rootsweb.com has a free service called Worldconnect for presenting genealogical information no pictures, but 
notes can be included.  You would load a GEDCOM file of your research into a database space that Rootsweb.com 
provides you.  Your information can be viewed by anyone online as a family group sheet, a pedigree chart, or a de-
scendancy chart.  The database is searchable by Rootsweb.com and many other search engines.  Unlike some of 
the other commercial presentations viewers, Worldconnect allows comments by viewers of your information 
(claiming family relationship to people in your database or offering information and leads).  You can remove your 
database from Rootsweb.com if you want at anytime.  If you made a mistake, someone will tell you. 
   You might also give presentations to local genealogical societies and conventions.  You could meet some distant 
cousins face to face with new information for you or corrections. 

Final Grade 
   The final grade is your own satisfaction in what you have done and the enjoyment of doing it.  For most of us it 
is a hobby, for a few it is a religious duty.   
   Who or where will our research and presentations go, we can’t take it with us, must factor into this final grade 
too.   
   “Bad” news, there is no “final” grade because we are never finished. v 
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Modern Inventions in a Very Old Book 
Submitted by Kelly Jewett 

 
Cobb’s Toys 

Third Series, No. 8 
1836 

By Lyman Cobb 
Printed Oxford, NY by William E. Chapman 

 
A BASEVIOL 

            A Baseviol is a stringed instrument of 
musick, having four strings, played with a bow, 
which is struck on them or drawn across them.  
The Baseviol is used for playing the base, or 
gravest part of musick; and it tones are deep, 
soft, and pleasant. 
            Baseviols were formerly used, more 
than at present, in the performance of sacred 
musick in churches; but large organs are now 
used instead of them to a great extent. 

A VIOLIN 
            A Violin, like the Baseviol, is a stringed 
instrument of musick, having four strings 
played with a bow.  The body of the Violin, as 
well as the Baseviol, is hollow; if they were not 
so, the bow and strings would not produce as 
much sound, or as pleasant as they now do 
when the bow is struck on the strings. 
            The Violin is in very general use at par-
ties of pleasure, balls, & c.  It is one of the 
most perfect and powerful instruments that has 
ever been invented, and it is, therefore, almost 
always used, when people are engaged in danc-
ing. 
            The sound of the Violin has the power 
to excite and enchant most persons to a very 
great degree, so that when they engage in danc-
ing they frequently exercise too much, and, 
from subsequent exposure, take cold, and are 
thereby much injured.  

A HARP 
            A Harp is stringed instrument of mu-
sick.  The Harp has a great many strings; and, 
when these are touched by the fingers, they 
give out very pleasant and delightful tones. 
            Ladies, in general, play upon the Harp, 
which is a very great ornament in a lady’s par-
lour.  Perhaps there is no instrument that pro-
duces, when well played, a greater degree of 
harmony and melody than the Harp.v 

PCGS UPCOMING EVENTS 
May 14 -  Society Members:  Several of our mem-
bers will discuss the times and happenings of 
“When My Mother was a Little Girl.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OUT OF AREA EVENTS 
May 17- South Bay Genealogical Society 
General Meeting 12 PM at The Tropics Restaurant 
at The Inn at Little Harbor, 611 Destiny Dr., 
Ruskin, FL 
SPEAKER: George Morgan will speak on “ Plan-
ning a Great, Enjoyable Family Reunion” 
COST: $12.00 (includes lunch) 
CONTACT: Sally Wepfer (813) 634-7539 
WEB SITE: www.rootsweb.com/~flsbgs 
 
 Aug  6 -  APG-FL General Meeting  10AM at 
Polk County Historical and Genealogical Library, 
100 E. Main St., Bartow, FL 
SPEAKER: Alvie Davidson, CGRS will speak on 
“20th Century Research” 
CONTACT: Jean Foster Kelley at APGFloridaP-
rograms@hotmail.com 
WEB SITE: www.apgen.org/localchapters/florida/ 
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Computer tips and tricks 
By Cathy Vance 

   So many of you have come to me with thanks for the computer tips section of our newsletter and I would like 
to take this opportunity to thank you all for your support. I am happy that you are enjoying this section and bene-
fiting from the tips. Please let me know if there is something you would like discussed in this section. 
   This month, by request, I would like to tell you about saving e-mail messages.  To make your messages easier 
to find we are going to make a file on your desktop, the desktop is the screen you see when you turn on your 
computer. Right click your mouse anywhere on the desktop where there is no icon. A box will open, go down to 
the option that says NEW then over to FOLDER and click the left mouse button. A new folder is now on your 
desktop and will say NEW FOLDER highlighted in blue, type a name for the new folder, when finished just 
click enter on your keyboard. If you clicked off the folder or hit enter before naming your folder or you just want 
to rename it right click on the folder and choose Rename. 

AOL users 
1. On the AOL toolbar, click Read.  
2. Click the Old or Sent tab.  
3. Double-click the message you want to save to open it.  
4. On the File menu, click Save As.  
5. In the Save As window, navigate to the folder on your computer where you want the e-mail to be stored. 
Choose the one we just created on the desktop. 
6. Type a filename for your e-mail in the Filename: box.  
7. Click Save.  
Your e-mail message should now be in the file you made on your desktop. 

Outlook Express users 

1. Look on the left side of the outlook express window. It lists “Local folders” and “Inbox” 
2. Right click on “Inbox” 
3. Go down to New folder and click on it a new window will open 
4. Type in the name you want for the new folder and click OK, the new folder will now be listed on the left side 
along with your inbox. 
5. To save a message to this folder, right click on the message 
6. Go down to “Move to new folder” and click, a new window will open 
7. Highlight the folder where you want your message to be saved and click ok.  
Outlook express users can also save messages to the file you created on your desktop by going to the toolbar of 
an open e-mail. 
1. Click FILE, then SAVE AS, another box will open, there is a line near the top that says SAVE IN with a 
down arrow on the right side of the box. 
2. Click the down arrow and select your desktop folder, give the message a name and click ok. 
If you have a problem feel free to e-mail me, my e-mail address can be found in our society membership direc-
tory.v 
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A Visit to Newgate Prison and Copper Mine 
By: Gene Collister 

   In 2002, we went to Connecticut to attend the 50-year U.S. Navy Ship’s reunion. While on this trip, we took a 
side trip and visited the Old Newgate Prison and Copper Mine in East Granby, just a few miles northeast of Hart-
ford. 
   We arrived at Hartford’s Bradley International Airport at about 3 p.m., rented a car, and set out for Newgate. 
Our directions were to turn left on Route 20, then north on Airport Road, and travel about 7 miles. After stopping 
to ask for directions—in the rain—we found out we were going the wrong way. We gave up for the day, decided 
to stay at the Days Inn near the airport, and try again the next day. 
   Thursday was cool but sunny—a typical October day.  We headed west on Route 20 and after about 2 miles, we 
turned north on Newgate Road. The road was flanked with trees that were turning color.  Living in Florida, fall 
foliage was something we had not seen in many years.  About a mile up the road and uphill slightly to the right, a 
castle-like stone structure appeared on the left—Old Newgate Prison—and a two-story wooden farmhouse on the 
right—the Viets house. 
   A concrete walk led up to the Reception Center.   As it was only 9 a.m.; we had arrived before opening time and 
were the only ones there.  We used the waiting time to explore the area around the compound.   As we examined 
the stone walls that surrounded the parking lots, I noticed that the road missed the northeast corner of one wall by 
six inches but, there was no evidence of any damage.  A beautiful tree-covered valley fell away to the west of the 
compound. 
    As we walked to the reception center,  it was apparent that they had just swabbed the deck. as it was wet under-
foot.  We met two museum guides who ushered us in. After paying  our fee of $3 each, they gave us stickers to 
wear on our shirts.  Mine read “NEWGATE PRISON & COPPER MINE  Prisoner No. 011946.”  
   At opening time, we were led into the prison yard. As we entered the mine, we descended through a tunnel stair-
way that lead down about ten steps to a landing and then ten more steps. The receding stone floor of the tunnel 
was wet from water dripping from above. 100-watt bulbs every 8 feet dimly lit the tunnel. One-way traffic was 
necessary because the mine tunnels are narrow.  I used the very necessary iron hand railing on one side to keep my 
footing on the uneven wet floor.  I also had to be watchful of the headroom in areas where the mine ceiling is low. 
   The lodging area where the prisoners slept was the first area. No traces of the structures remain.  Next, we saw 
the well, which was the water supply for the prisoners below and above ground. The well is vented to the surface 
and that provides air circulation. At this point, we were about seventy-five feet underground. We followed a very 
low-ceiling tunnel that led to the solitary confinement room. Prisoners were chained here at times for improper 
behavior.  
    Moving down the shaft, we came to the remains of a wooden drainage system in the drainage tunnel. At this 
point, the caverns are below the west stone wall next to the road, and the tunnel was underneath the stairs we had 
used to enter the mine. This drainage tunnel was used during the early mining operation to hoist the copper ore to 
the surface and drain excess water. The first prisoner confined in Newgate escaped from the mine by climbing out 
of this sixty-five-foot shaft. Other prisoners used the drainage tunnel to dig their way out.  We were unable to go 
any further south in the tunnels because this area was closed to the public to meet safety requirements. However, 
the darkness of the tunnels provided us with some idea of what conditions were like for the inmates. In addition to 
the dark and dampness, the year-round temperature in the mine is 52 degrees F. 
   We then turned west and passed more abandoned tunnels before heading north toward the lodging area again.   
On the way we passed the old mine entrance on the left. Prisoners used a twenty-foot iron ladder, which was 
grouted into the stone, to climb to the surface. From the early 1700’s, this entrance was the only accessible shaft 
into the Newgate mine until the tunnel stairway was completed. From the lodging area, we again entered the tun-
nel stairway to get to the surface and sunshine 
   Back at the reception center we talked with Mr. Mike Platner.  He asked if we would like to see the Viets house 
and we said, “We sure would!”.  He got the keys and took us across the road to the house.  
   As we entered the first room of the Viets house, we saw a large wood burning stove that was made of iron.  The 
floor was made up of twelve to fourteen inch boards.  Since the house had been used as a tavern and a rooming 
house, the remainder of the house was divided into rooms and some of the doors still had numbers on them from 
the rooming house days.  Each room had a fireplace.  In one room, the fireplace had a name carved into the stone 
mantel—Lois 1719.  Lois was Captain John Viets wife and both are buried on the property.  My grandmother was 
a Viets daughter and the captain is my four-times great grandfather, so getting to see his house was a pleasant and 
unexpected surprise ending to a fun adventure.v 
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The History of Newgate Prison  
and Copper Mine 

By: Gene Collister 
   The history of Newgate mine dates back to before the American Revolution.  Then, as now,  the 
mine was an object of interest and was regularly worked for copper and visited by curious tourists..  
The mine was turned into a prison two years before the first shots of the American Revolution 
were fired.  The Connecticut General Assembly had decided that what the colony needed most was 
a good, heavy-duty gaol—a British term for jail. The Newgate mine met their needs. 
   Originally the mine had two airshafts.  Iron gratings were installed over each shaft. The first 
shaft, which was four feet wide, provided the only access to the mine. The mine boasted one cav-
ern that went from twenty to seventy five feet below the surface. In addition, there were lots of 

connecting tunnels where prisoners could be gainfully employed picking away 
at the veins of copper ore in the walls. When the British found out that copper 
was being mined at Newgate, they had all the copper shipped to England. 
Only the most dangerous prisoners worked the mine. 
   During the early years of the War for Independence, Captain John Viets, 
who was appointed the master or keeper of the mine in 1773, served the pa-
triot cause by keeping Tory prisoners confined at Newgate.  During the day, 
prisoners worked above ground within prison walls. They crafted nails, made 
shoes, and ground grain.  At night the Tory prisoners were housed in the mine. 
In his book Drums Along the Mohawk, Walter D. Edmonds writes, “The de-
scription of Newgate Prison at Simsbury mines is strictly according to facts—
with only slight liberties with the truth. It was no worse than British prisons. 

The prisoners, I suspect, had infinitely more to eat.”v 

About John Viets 
   John Viets, son of Dr. John and Catherine 
(Meyers) Viets, was born in Simsbury, CT on No-
vember 3, 1712.  While growing up, John acquired a 
practical education for those days.  John and his 
brother Henry worked in the Simsbury Copper 
Mines at Newgate.  Family lore says that while 
working in the mines, John met Lois Phelps, an un-
usually charming girl.  Lois had come with others to 
visit the caverns.  Sometime after this meeting, Lois 
and John married and settled on an estate near New-
gate.  John became a farmer, storekeeper, hotel-

keeper and an extensive trader.  His house and 
other building located across from the copper 
mines were built in the 1760’s. 
   John’s military career started with his appoint-
ment as a Lieutenant in the militia.  On may 17, 
1746, the colonial records record his appointment 
as Captain.  In 1773 and, again in 1775, John was 
appointed Master or Keeper of Newgate Prison.  
Records show that in 1775 John was paid 149 
pounds, 17 shillings, 8 1/2 pence for his services 
as keeper.v 
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Tidbits of Interest 
Submitted by Virginia Britten 

    Joshua Kaufman, a partner in the Washington, DC, of-
fice of Venable, LLP, speaks about Copyright Laws in a 
one page article laying on the newsletter desk at the LDS 
Library, Dade City.  He is a leading copyright and art law 
attorney and he explains the law in layman terms.  Many 
people are having trouble getting their photographs, let-
ters and other documents copied at the local copy centers 
because the clerks are not fully informed about the “fair 
use” aspect of the law.  If this has happened to you, please 
take time to read this very informative article so you will 
know how to respond to the clerks.  We should be able to 
copy this material while doing our family history. 
   QUESTION OF THE DAY?  Did people need to show 
proof of birth to get a Social Security Number when the 
US Social Security System was established in 1935?  An-
swer can be seen in “Finding Your Famous (or infamous) 
Ancestors” by Rhonda McClure, published by Betterway 
Books. 

Did You Know? 
(From “Links and Bridges”, Vol.  17, No. 5, 2004 

The Genealogy Society of Hernando County ) 
    One can get photographic slides transferred to CDs 

at Sam’s Club for about 24 cents each? 
        Do you have the genealogy of your dog finished?  
Recently John Karpiscak gave a talk to the group about 
the genealogy of dogs, specifically the Catahoula Leopard 
Hound of Louisiana.  He said there are several sites on the 
internet dealing with researching a dog family tree.  Best 
to start by using the google search. 
        Look at this newsletter the next time you are in the 
LDS Library.  You will find a very informative article on 
“Focusing on a Twig, Branch or Limb” which deals with 
organizing your research to accomplish more and enhanc-
ing the quality of your work.v 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS       
 

Robert Mervyn Bird 
 

Ellouise Ackerman Wynn 
 

From " Missing Links" the Prodigy  
Genealogy newsletter, 

a theme song for the computerized  
genealogist!  

The author of these lyrics (to be sung to the 
tune of the old Beatles' song "Yesterday") is 

unknown to us. 
 

Yesterday, 
All those backups seemed a waste of pay. 

Now my database has gone away. 
Oh I believe in yesterday. 

 
Suddenly, 

There's not half the files there used to be, 
And there's a millstone hanging over me 

The system crashed so suddenly. 
I pushed something wrong 

What it was I could not say. 
Now all my data's gone 

and I long for yesterday-ay-ay-ay. 
 

Yesterday, 
The need for back-ups seemed so far away. 

I knew my data were all here to stay, 
Now I believe in yesterday. 
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PASCO COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY, INC. 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 
            NEW____ RENEWAL____              INDIVIDUAL ($15.00)____FAMILY ($22.50)____ 
 
 
Make checks payable and mail to:  PCGS, PO Box 2072, Dade City, FL 33526 
 
Names_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Include Full names and maiden name  
Address____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State & Zip_____________________________________________________________________  
 
Telephone___________________________  
E-mail______________________________ 

OLD TIME OCCUPATIONS 
By Virginia Britten 

 
            Have you ever read a will, or a death re-
cord that included the person’s occupation and 
had no idea what they were talking about?  If you 
are into genealogy, the answer is YES! 
             In reading the newsletters in the LDS Li-
brary, I have discovered a list of Old Time Occu-
pations by John J. LaCombe II which appeared in 
the South Bend Area Genealogical Society’s 
Newsletter, October 1997.  It can be found in the 
Indiana Periodical Box on the shelf. 
            So, how about a contest?  Whoever returns 
the correct answers the quickest will win a prize, a 
lovely set of society note cards!  Find your an-
swers and send them to the society’s PO Box.  
The earliest postmarked correct list will win. 

What is??? 
1. Almanac Man                   9. Hedge Looker 
2. Avowry                             10. Jerquer 
3. Birlyman                           11. Legger 
4. Bodger                              12. Nob Thatcher 
5. Chiffonier                         13. Pedascule 
6. Duffer                               14. Pumbum worker 
7. Dyker                                15. Sandesman 
8. Ginour                               16.TideWaiter 

                         17. Wyrth 
            So come into the library as soon as possi-
ble to find your answers.  Good Luck!v 


