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Genealogical Society of Okaloosa County (GSOC) 
Meeting Minutes, 17 November 2018 
 
GSOC President Jon Sheperd welcomed everyone to the November meeting.  There 
were 19 individuals present, including Fred Borg from Bay County Genealogical 
Society.   
  
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Meeting Minutes:  The minutes from October Meeting were in the November GSOC 
Newsletter (thank you Ed Crosby).  The minutes were approved by acclamation. 
 
Pensacola Field Trip:  We had little interest in the field trip to Pensacola last Saturday, 
Nov 10th.  Five members had indicated a desire to go.  All but one backed out by the 
day before.  This included Jon due to a last minute church requirement.  Hilma Jenus 
took a friend and went.   Hilma reported she had a good afternoon doing research.  
Perhaps we will try again next year, but change the timing to earlier in the year.   
 
Donation to Bay County Genealogy Society:  Last month, GSOC approved a $100 
donation to the Bay County Genealogy Society to help a person or people in their 
society get back on their feet.  A check in this amount was mailed to them.  Fred Borg 
reported that their Genealogy Society building was badly damaged.  They will re-build.  
He thanked GSOC for their gift, which they received.   
 
Donation to Ft Walton Beach Library:  Last month we also approved a $100 donation to 
the Ft Walton Beach Library to help in cataloging many of the donated genealogy books 
on their shelves.  That check will be given to them after the November meeting.   
 
December Meeting:  The December meeting and Christmas luncheon will be at the Ft 
Walton Yacht Club on December 15th, at 11:00.  One change is that we will now just 
order off the menu like we did last year.   As in years past we will also have some kind 
of entertainment or games, conduct a meeting, and install the 2019 officers.  Cindy 
Barber said that Tommy Mattonie is the new manager of the Yacht Club dining room.   
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Door Prize: Frances Hoge won the door prize this month!  Thank you Ed Crosby, for 
donating the home grown honey. 
 
Lunch at local restaurant:  GSOC members went to Mary’s Kitchen on Eglin Pkwy after 
the meeting.  
 
Elections:  Jim Young, chair of our nominating committee, reported that as of the 
meeting, there were no new nominees for the positions of President, Vice President for 
Programs and Recording Secretary.  Phil Hoge reported that he could fill the President’s 
position in 2020 but not 2019 because of a heavy workload on another volunteer area.  
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Kathie Sheperd said she would continue as recording secretary if there were no other 
volunteers.  Elections were postponed until after the Board meets. 
 
Board Meeting:  Jon will hold a GSOC board meeting on 1 December to plan a course 
of action.  Note: A full slate of officers was offered at the Board meeting.  These names 
were forwarded to Jim Young so an email vote could take place.  This allows an 
installation of 2019 officers at the December meeting. 
 
REPORTS:   

 
1st VP: Jon reported that the January meeting on the 26th will feature Hank Klein giving 
a presentation on Major Public Land Laws.  Hank has spoken to our society before and 
is an interesting and informative speaker.   
 
2nd VP Jerry Rush:  Jerry said he will start collecting dues and membership forms for 
2019. 
 
Treasurer Phil Hoge: There is $1463.96 in the account, including the Blue Box 
donations for library books. 
  
Recording Secretary Kathie Sheperd:   Kathie gave a FWB Library book order update.  
The GSOC library committee of Mike Kleypas, Val Moreland and Kathie identified 12 
books for purchase and a two-year subscription to Family Tree Magazine for the library.  
Most of the books were reference books to aid in everyone’s genealogy research.  Four 
books were ethnic specific because the library had either zero or one book for that 
subject.  Cindy recommended holding the book on Sourcing until the spring as it is due 
to be revised with DNA information in the near future.  For a complete list of books, refer 
to the December GSOC newsletter.  On a separate issue, the library is in dire need of 
newer genealogy books.  Some U.S. states have only one reference book (the states of 
Mississippi and Louisiana come to mind).  If members have genealogy reference books 
they are no longer using, please consider donating them.  (Give them to the library 
committee who will then ensure they are placed in the FWB library.) 
 
Corresponding Secretary Val Moreland:  Val was ill and not able to be present for the 
meeting. 
 
Newsletter, Ed Crosby: Jon thanked Ed for continuing to manage the newsletter.  If 
anyone has an article they would like to submit, Ed would appreciate it. 
 
Webmaster, Jim Young:  The website is up to date. 
   
Genealogist, Margaret Harris:  Margaret is doing better but is still in Westwood Assisted 
Living Facility.  
 
PROGRAM:   
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Program Introduction: The Genographic Project, The Journey of Man, Part Two.  (Film 
on loan from GSOC Member, Charlene Grafton) 
 
Jon summarized the first half of the presentation from two years ago by reading the 
November 2016 minutes in order to refresh everyone’s memory.  (Note: Part one of this 
presentation was made on 12 November 2016.  Minutes are available on the GSOC 
website.)  The 2018 presentation is part two and shows how man migrated into Europe 
as well as North America. 
 
Presentation:  
Our host, American geneticist and anthropologist Dr. Spencer Wells, continues his 
search for how humans first populated the world.  In part two of the Journey of Man, 
Wells tracks a second ancient group of people from Africa and Saudi Arabia to the 
Middle East, where they settled 45,000 years ago.  Unlike the first group who went into 
India, this second migration group went into China and stayed in isolation, developing a 
distinct appearance over the generations.  Archaeology shows it took 10,000 years to 
migrate from the Middle East to Europe.   
 
The answer was found in in the caves in southern France.  These prehistoric first 
cavemen were Cro-Magnon people and they were artists.  The caves had pictures and 
scratches on the walls.  There was even a painting of a hunter hunting giant mammoths.  
The artist would have had to have been over 6 feet tall to be able to draw the pictures 
on the ceiling.  And these people would have had to adapt in physical ways; to a colder, 
darker life.  In equatorial Africa, people lived in tropical climates and their skin became 
darker.  People in Europe had to increase vitamin D pigmentation and they became 
pale with the climate.  In isolation, their hair color, noses and height changed.   
 
How did they travel?  The generally accepted way hypothesized travel for these people 
was around the Middle East and through Turkey.  Wells said the genetic trail says it 
differently.  Wells located an isolated pocket of DNA in Kyrgyzstan, a rugged Central 
Asia country along the ancient trade routes between China and the Mediterranean.  For 
nearly 100 years, the Communists had sealed off this area.  No one entered or left and 
it is very remote and isolated.  Wells and his group had collected blood samples and ran 
DNA tests of 2000 people there.  Surprisingly, the genetic markers matched those of 
Europe, despite the isolation.    He concludes the ancient ancestors ended up in 
Kyrgyzstan before going to Europe.  Those same genetic markers were everywhere: 
Europe, Asia, Central Asia.  Wells said if Africa was the cradle of mankind, Central Asia 
was its nursery. 
 
One individual tracked down in Kyrgyzstan was highly unusual genetically.  He had 
ancient genetic blood markers and a Y chromosome that was a direct descendant from 
a man 40,000 years ago.  This man’s family always stayed in Central Asia – 2000 
generations, according to his DNA.  Wells explained through an interpreter, that this 
man was very special and has the ancestor of Europeans, Native Americans, and 
Americans. 
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Next, Wells traveled to northeast Russia, into eastern Siberia to visit the Chukchi 
people, a nomadic people who exist on reindeer meet and reindeer hides/reindeer 
bones, etc., for building materials.  When Wells visited, the weather was -70 degrees 
and their buildings were on stilts to protect them from the permafrost.  Tents were 
erected within an outer tent.  The Chukchi are as close as he could get to the first artic 
travelers.  They carry the DNA markers and live remotely.  Over the centuries, these 
people adapted physically to the extremely harsh environment: they are shorter in 
height, finger length, and trunk (as comparison to other people) in order to reduce the 
surface area to preserve body heat. 
 
As the Ice Age ended, the first travelers to the Americas arrived 15,000 years ago, 
down a corridor by the Rocky Mountains.  In only 800 years, people were in North and 
South America.  Early Puebloans, ancestors of the Hopis and the Navajos, settled in 
Canyon de Chelly in cliff dwellings centuries ago.  And the Navajo have their own 
migration story. 
 
It took about 35,000 years for migrations to travel from Africa and make it to America.  
There is a lesson on relationships.  We are all African under the skin. 

 
CLOSING: 
Jon thanked everyone for coming, especially Fred Borg.  The next meeting will be on 
December 15th at the Fort Walton Yacht Club.  It will be a brief meeting to coincide with 
the installation of officers and the annual Christmas luncheon.  It will start at 11:00.  
 
        /s/ 
Kathie Sheperd 
Recording Secretary,  
Genealogy Society of Okaloosa County 

 

 


