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Members,

Our monthly meetings continue to be filled with
helpful information and great speakers. We have
some good programs planned for the upcoming
months so be sure and consult the website to find out
what is ahead.

The Federation of Genealogical Societies national
conference is being held in Knoxville, Tennessee in
August. I plan on attending this conference and see
some very interesting workshops listed for the daily
sessions. There are also a couple of events being
held to highlight the history and culture of the
Southern Appalachian region, including storytelling
and traditional foods that were common for those
living in this region. The East Tennessee Historical
Society is hosting a six hour visitation and help
sessions at their headquarters on the main street in
downtown Knoxville the day prior to the opening of
the conference. The building where the historical
records are housed also includes a museum which
will be open for the conference attendees at no
charge that day. The museum includes an historic
streetcar and a pharmacy dating from around 1900.
There are also traveling and temporary exhibits in
the museum. Old harp singing (shaped notes) will
be demonstrated during that time also. I would
encourage anyone who can attend to do so. More
information can be obtained from the BAGHS
website.

Closer to home, in November, the Florida State
Genealogical Society will hold their annual
conference in Sarasota. That is close enough to us
that several members should be able to attend. You

will also find information about this conference on
our website.

Don't forget to attend the annual 4th of July picnic
which will be held on our usual meeting night at the
Bloomingdale Library. We will be providing the
chicken and members are to bring dishes which will
complement the main course. Please invite your
spouse, other relatives and friends to attend. This is
a time when we have no official program, but enjoy
a great time of eating and socializing.

Be sure to use the genealogical research room at the
library whenever you have a chance to do so. Also,
remember to sign in so the library staff will know we
are utilizing the facilities.

This is a reminder that our meeting dates will change
for the months of August and October because of the
library being used as a place for early voting. Again,
consult the website for the exact dates and programs
for those two meetings. All other months we will
continue to meet on the usual second Tuesday of the
month.

Many of us are doing some traveling during this
summer season and will be doing lots of research
along the way. I hope everyone ties up all those
"loose ends" that we so often have and have safe
travels.

Happy researching.

Scott L. Peeler, Jr., President
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New Autosomal DNA Testing: by David Boyett

The Society has provided programs on how family
research can benefit from the Y-DNA and mtDNA
testing. If you recall the Y-DNA follows the male
line from father to son and the mtDNA follows the
female line from mother to child. The Y-DNA is the
most common and helpful in that it traces the male
surname back to our first surnames in England which
started in the year 1060AD.

Now a lab in Houston, Family Tree DNA, has
announced a new autosomal DNA test for under
$300 that will test both the male and female
chromosomes, providing a look at all of your
ancestors back to about 5 generations. This includes
16 great great grandparents and untold number of
cousins.
http://www.familytreedna.com/landing/family-
finder.aspx

"This is the most exciting genetic genealogy
breakthrough since 2000, when Family Tree DNA
launched its Y-DNA test to uncover relatives in the
direct paternal line," said Bennett Greenspan,
founder and CEO of Family Tree DNA. "The
comprehensive, genome-wide coverage of Axiom
Arrays enables us to offer consumers the most
advanced genealogical test available at a price that is
attractive to our customers. In addition, the
automated GeneTitan System allows us to process
hundreds of samples at a time with minimal hands-on
time for maximum efficiency."

The Family Finder test analyzes the DNA of two
individuals using Axiom Array Plates containing
nearly 570,000 genetic markers, including many that
are relevant to genealogy. Family Tree DNA then
analyzes the resulting data with internally developed
algorithms to determine the closeness of the
relationship. The complete Axiom Genotyping
Solution includes array plates, complete reagent kits,
and an automated workflow that enables scientists to
process more than 760 samples per week.

Another testing company, 23 and Me, had several
years earlier announced autosomal testing along with
medical information. The testing prices at this lab
have continued to fall and are currently under $500
for both the standard test and medical test.
https://www.23andme.com/

The X Chromosome (23 and Me)

Both companies test all 23 chromosomes and use a
database to match shared segments of DNA from any
of the chromosomes from members who have been
tested.

Since I coordinate several DNA Surname Projects
that use Y-DNA for family research, I signed up for
both the Family Tree DNA and 23 and Me,
autosomal DNA testing programs. The new test is
easy to understand and the results are well presented
by both companies. Since 23 and Me has been
testing longer they have the largest database and I
have almost 400 matches. FTDNA is new, resulting
in only 6 matches. My closest matches are for 3rd

cousins and this is where I have started solving the
puzzle as to how I am related to these 400 people
whom I have never heard of before.

Each member enters all known surnames from both
your male and female sides. Then for the hard part,
you know you share a common ancestor with your
autosomal match but where and when. So far I have
some good leads and common surnames within my
3rd cousin matches, but still no firm connections.

The research continues but with more tools than ever
before.

The medical results (at 23 and Me) may be of interest
to our Society Members, so here is a short review.
The results will include all known disease risk
factors that have been associated with your DNA. A
listing will take you through a detailed listing of
elevated risk, decreased risk and typical risk and
provide members with additional documents that
researchers have identified. Other medical sections
include carrier status and traits. Some of the traits
include muscle performance, baldness, longevity,
memory, pain sensitivity, and food preference. As

http://www.familytreedna.com/landing/family-finder.aspx
http://www.familytreedna.com/landing/family-finder.aspx
https://www.23andme.com/


3

you can see our DNA genes contain a lot of
information about our health.

The 23 and Me test also has ancestry painting that
gives a chart as to a percentage of DNA from
Europe, Asia and Africa. Any Native American is
included in the Asia group. For more information go
to the related web pages or contact your newsletter
editor, David Boyett.

Dr. Adrienne Condon, Ph.D.

Dr. Condon is a retired professor at the University of
South Florida and presented a program on “Coming
to America; Indentured Servants".

What is an “Indenture”?
The term comes from the medieval English
"indenture of retainer" — a legal contract written in
duplicate on the same sheet, with the copies
separated by cutting along a jagged (toothed, hence
the term "indenture") line so that the teeth of the two
parts could later be refitted to confirm authenticity.
Each party to the deed would then retain a part.

The indenture included the terms of service for
contract labor. The labor often came from orphans
from London to Jamestown. Others would be from
convicts, political rebels or headrights.

The person funding the transport would get blocks of
land in exchange for adding persons to the new
colonies. Headrights in VA started abt 1681 and
promised 50 acres at the end of the 4-7 years of
indentured servitude. Maryland followed in 1633
and Pennsylvania in 1701.

Indentured Servants Database:
http://www.virtualjamestown.org/indentures/search_indentures.html

The Ancestry Detective, AKA Debbie Fleming

http://www.theancestrydetective.net/The_Ancestry_Detective/Welcome.html

Debbie presented a program on the Three D’s:
Deeds, Death and Divorce.

When looking for deeds know what system was used
in the original description.

Are you looking at metes and bounds: (State Lands)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metes_and_bounds
Or could it be Range and Sections: (Public Lands)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_Land_Survey_System

How long is a “chain”? 66 feet, 80 chains = a mile

Many early VA deeds (land patents) are on-line and
can be found here:
http://ajax.lva.lib.va.us/F/?func=file&file_name=find
-b-clas30&local_base=CLAS30

Other early deeds can be found in the Bounty Land
Warrants for the Revolutionary War, the War of
1812 Bounty Land in LA. Florida has the Armed
Occupation Act of 1842 land grants and in 1862 the
Homestead Act was passed.

Some of the best maps for matching old records with
accurate locations come from the Sanborn Fire
Insurance maps and are available on-line:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sanborn_Maps

What are “dower rights”? Under English common
law and in colonial America, dower was the share of
a deceased husband's real estate to which his widow
was entitled after his death. After the widow's death,
the real estate was then inherited as designated in her
deceased husband's will; she had no rights to sell or
bequeath the property independently. She did have
rights to income from the dower during her lifetime,

http://www.virtualjamestown.org/indentures/search_indentures.html
http://www.theancestrydetective.net/The_Ancestry_Detective/Welcome.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metes_and_bounds
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_Land_Survey_System
http://ajax.lva.lib.va.us/F/?func=file&file_name=find-b-clas30&local_base=CLAS30
http://ajax.lva.lib.va.us/F/?func=file&file_name=find-b-clas30&local_base=CLAS30
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sanborn_Maps
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including rents and including income from crops
grown on the land.

One-third was the share of her late husband's real
property to which dower rights entitled her; the
husband could increase the share beyond one-third in
his will.

In 1945 in the United States, a federal law abolished
dower, though in most states, one-third of a
husband's estate is awarded to a widow automatically
if he dies without a will (intestate). Some laws limit
the rights of a husband to bequeath less than one-
third share to his widow except in prescribed
circumstances. (Source):
http://womenshistory.about.com/od/glossary/g/dower.htm

BAGHS Member Bob Rooke

Bob is our past vice president and an expert on
genealogy software Roots Magic. After attending a
recent program on the new Roots Magic release, Bob
shares his information with the Society.
http://www.rootsmagic.com/

One thing is certain when it comes to doing family
research and creating records of your findings, you
must have some way to organize, store, print and
share your research. To do that you need a computer
and software that creates family reports including a
family tree and pedigree.

While you can find many different software
programs on the market, very few will provide a
copy for free. Roots Magic will do exactly that, let
you get started with the basic needs for free.

Bob presented an overview of Roots Magic new free

version of RootsMagic Essentials and the full
featured version of RootsMagic for less than $30.

Two see the differences in the two versions:
http://www.rootsmagic.com/RootsMagic/Features.aspx

From a poll of members present, many subscribe to
Ancestry.com and should consider special software
by Ancestry that interfaces directly to your on-line
records and do background searches on your data
entries. This software is not free but provides a full
version for under $40.
http://store.ancestry.com/ProductDetail.aspx?P=mfsk
u4751(shops)

In any case, we all agree that software is needed if
you are serious about family research and need a way
to organize you records.

Author Unknown

Some family trees have beautiful leaves, and some
have just a bunch of nuts. Remember, it is the nuts
that make the tree worth shaking.

Upcoming Meetings

4th of July Party, Tuesday July 13 at 6:30PM
August Meeting, Monday August 9 at 6:30PM
For a complete list see our web page:
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flbaghs/

Genealogy and Writing Skills Class

Patricia Charpentier, of Writing your Life, will hold
a four part seminar in Orlando this July. The
seminar combines genealogy with writing skills. The
program, "Bringing Your Ancestors to Life," will
focus on how to use dates, facts and figures to tell a
story the non-genealogist would enjoy reading. The
fee is $60 and more information can be found here:
http://www.writingyourlife.org/

Taking a Vacation this Summer?

Check out the on-line event calendar at Eastman’s
Online Genealogy Newsletter List of Upcoming
Events from across the country:
http://www.trumba.com/calendars/eogns_calendar

http://womenshistory.about.com/od/glossary/g/dower.htm
http://www.rootsmagic.com/
http://www.rootsmagic.com/RootsMagic/Features.aspx
http://store.ancestry.com/ProductDetail.aspx?P=mfsku4751(shops)
http://store.ancestry.com/ProductDetail.aspx?P=mfsku4751(shops)
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flbaghs/
http://www.writingyourlife.org/
http://www.trumba.com/calendars/eogns_calendar
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Library Host Open House

BAGHS Members Bob Rooke and David Boyett
volunteered to represent the Society at the
Bloomingdale Regional Library Open House on
April 17. The open house was in honor of National
Library Week and our members staffed a booth and
provided information about our group.

Bloomingdale Regional Library Staff

BAGHS Vice-President, David Boyett

Friends of the Bloomingdale Regional Library

Bloomingdale Library Life Story Writing Group

For more photos of the Open House see:
http://www.pbase.com/daveb/bpl

President: Scott L. Peeler Jr. baghs@yahoo.com
Vice President: David Boyett
Secretary: Annettee Lee
Treasurer: Linda Soloski
Directors: Noreta Wells, Guss O’Dell, Marilyn Martin
COMMITTEE CHAIRS:
Library: Gus O’Dell
Historian: Anna Jean Springer
Membership: Sandra Troublefield
Newsletter: David Boyett
Publicity: Noreta Wells
Webmaster/IT: Kent Akselsen

http://www.pbase.com/daveb/bpl
mailto:baghs@yahoo.com

