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Brandon Area Genealogical and Historical Society
PO Box 2635 Valrico, Fl. 33595-2635

Dear Members,

We have been busy with our programs and other
activities. We have some very interesting programs
coming up which you are sure to enjoy. It is
surprising what you can learn even if the topic is not
of particular relevance to your family research or
geographical region of interest. Remember that we
have an historical component in our society as well.

The library is hosting a day of information on
Saturday, April 17th, and we need a couple of
volunteers to sit at our BAGHS table to let people
know what we do and what service we can be to
them. Unfortunately, some of us have other
obligations on that day and are unable to be there.
Please let us know if you can help, even if it is just
for one hour. We would appreciate your help in
getting our message out to the public.

If you have any ideas for programs or are willing to
give a program yourself, be sure to let us know as we
are always looking for interesting topics to present to
our members and guests. I believe programs have
been scheduled from now through the summer, but
we need some ideas for the fall.

A really good national conference is coming up in
August in Knoxville, Tennessee. I hope to attend
this conference and would like to invite you to attend
also. If you have never been to a national conference
you will be greatly impressed with the variety and
number of workshop sessions available. There is
also a wonderful research facility in downtown
Knoxville which would be worth your time to visit

while you are in the area. You can find out more
about the conference on our website.

Happy researching,

Scott L. Peeler, Jr.
President

The Genealogy Guys win honors:

Local Tampa Researchers "The Genealogy Guys" are
named in the May 2010 Family Tree Magazine as
one of the top 40 genealogy blogs in the country.
The Genealogy Guys by George G. Morgan and
Drew Smith were nominated and voted as favorites
by readers and are listed as one of only four winners
in the How-To Genealogy Blogs. Congratulations to
our friends George and Drew. For more information
visit:

The Family Tree Magazine:
http://blog.familytreemagazine.com/insider/default,d
ate,2010-02-24.aspx

The Genealogy Guys website at:
http://www.genealogyguys.com/

PBS Program Success:

As mentioned in the last newsletter, Henry Louis
Gates Jr. and PBS, have released the new series
"Faces of America". The series has become a hit and
renewed interest in the genealogical community and
includes the importance of DNA testing in
understanding your past. In case you missed
Professor Gate's St. Patrick’s Day announcement
about his male Gates lines. It turns out that his male
DNA is Haplogroup R1b which is certainly more
Irish than African. This was a very interesting story
about the slave family of Jane Gates b. abt. 1819 and
her slave owner Samuel Brady, perhaps more likely

http://blog.familytreemagazine.com/insider/default,date,2010-02-24.aspx
http://blog.familytreemagazine.com/insider/default,date,2010-02-24.aspx
http://www.genealogyguys.com/
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Samuel O'Brady based on the male Irish DNA. For
more information:
http://www.theroot.com/views/whos-your-irish-
daddy

Toni Carrier, University of South Florida

African American Genealogy:

Our speaker for January was Toni Carrier, founding
director, USF Africana Heritage Project. The project
is volunteer based with a mission to rediscover
records that document the names and lives of slaves,
freedpersons and their descendants. A recent
agreement with Footnote will allow the research
documents to be digitized and searchable for free on
the Footnote databases.

Most of the current research focuses on the low
country of SC, GA and north east FL. Of primary
importance are the plantation records of the Drayton
Families of SC including Middleton Place and
Drayton Hall.

Many of the slave families have been traced back to
the Mende Tribes of Sierra Leone. Past studies have
documented the cultural ties between Gullah /
Geechee descendants and the people of West Africa.

Key elements of the project include a searchable
database, family trees and other research materials.

USF Low Country Africana:
http://www.africanaheritage.com/Lowcountry_Africa
na.asp

Drayton Family Papers:
http://www.hsp.org/files/findingaid1584drayton.pdf

Research Corner by new member, Amy Robb:

Most recently, I've been working on gathering
information about my husband's maternal
grandparents (Michael Radigan and Mary
Cunningham Radigan) and their family of 8 children,
the oldest of whom was my husband's mother
(Margaret Cecelia Radigan Robb). I've now
completed a Family Group Sheet for the members of
that family and am now going back to try to find
evidence of Michael's and Mary's separate voyages
from Ireland to NYC around 1900-1905. They met
in NYC where she worked in a family member's
boarding house and he was a boarder there. They
married; he became a NYC Policeman; and they
raised 4 boys and 4 girls in Brooklyn. All 4 boys
went into the Navy, serving during WWII.

Michael Radigan was so proud of his sons' service
that he cut a bush in front of their house into the
shape of a Navy anchor and would trim it daily with
scissors to keep it in perfect shape. I think since
Michael Radigan and Mary Cunningham are such
common Irish names, that's why pinning down the
ship each one came to the US on isn't easy. But
that's what I'm working on now.

If You Could See Your Ancestors
Poem by: see note, do you know who wrote this?

If you could see your ancestors
All standing in a row,
Would you be proud of them or not?
Or don't you really know?
Some strange discoveries are made
In climbing family trees.
And some of them, you know,
Do not particularly please.

If you could see your ancestors
All standing in a row,
There might be some of them perhaps
You shouldn't care to know.
But here's another question
Which requires a different view -

http://www.theroot.com/views/whos-your-irish-daddy
http://www.theroot.com/views/whos-your-irish-daddy
http://www.africanaheritage.com/Lowcountry_Africana.asp
http://www.africanaheritage.com/Lowcountry_Africana.asp
http://www.hsp.org/files/findingaid1584drayton.pdf
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If you could meet your ancestors
Would they be proud of you?

(Editor’s note, poem submitted by Linda Soloski and
credited from a 1863 diary by Maurice Roche in
New Zealand. However the same poem is found on
many web pages as credited by an unknown author
to that of author, Nellie Winslow Simmons Randall.
Please let us know if you can identify the true author
of this poem. I have listed all possible authors
(unknown, Maurice Roche and Nellie Winslow
Simmons Randall), but perhaps we have more?

Emanuel Leto, Tampa Bay History Center

Emanuel “Manny” Leto is the community relations
and outreach manager for the Tampa Bay History
Center.
http://www.tampabayhistorycenter.org/index.html

Urban renewal 1960-1970 made a tremendous
impact on Ybor City as shown from aerial
photographs shown by Manny at a recent BAGHS
meeting in Bloomingdale. Many historic landmarks

were lost forever as the Interstate Highway system
sliced through the properties.

In the 1890’s the area was spelled Ibor and
pronounced Ebor’s City. The area was named after
Vicente Martinez Ybor, a Spanish born cigar
manufacturer, who supported Cuban Independence.
Because of the port and new railways, Ybor moved
his cigar operations from Key West to Tampa and
from that point grew the vast cigar factories of Ybor
City. The number of residents in Ybor City
increased from 720 in 1880 to 15,000 by 1900 and
Cigars became Tampa’s number one industry,
claiming over 200 cigar factories.

As an interesting side note of Ybor history, the plans
for the Cuba Revolution from Spain was rolled into a
cigar at the O’Halloran Cigar Factory in Ybor City
and smuggled into Cuba from Tampa.
http://www.museumofcigars.com/revolution.html

For more information on the history of Ybor City:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ybor_City,_Tampa,_Florida

Mike Woodfin, Ghost Town Historian

http://www.tampabayhistorycenter.org/index.html
http://www.museumofcigars.com/revolution.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ybor_City,_Tampa,_Florida
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Ghost Towns, Secrets to our Past:

For many Ghost Towns are something from the Wild
West, but for our speaker in March, Ghost Towns are
a passion and can be found all over the country
including here in Hillsborough County.

Our Speaker was Mike Woodfin a retired band
director who has an interesting hobby of finding,
photographing and reporting on ghost towns in his
travels across the United States. Much of his work
can be found on this website:
http://www.ghosttowns.com/

His program was Ghost Towns, Secrets to our Past.
Some of your local ghost towns that have been
reviewed by the Woodfin family are Peru and
Boyette.

Peru, pronounced "Pea-Roo" was first the Alafia
Settlement dating back to the 1500's and 1600's. No
one knows where the name came from. The
Simmons, Boyetts, Barnes, and the Moodys settled
the town in the 1830's - 40's. There was a two story
Alafia Hotel on the North bank of the river next to
the existing bridge. The hotel also included the PO
and general store. The old Peru school used to stand
at the corner of 301 and Desoto Street. First Baptist
of Riverview used to be the Peru church on the river.
Lots of history there. The Mays family had a large
citrus farm on Balm-Riverview road. There was a
ferry on the east side of the existing bridge until the
first bridge was constructed in 1900. The north side
of the river was Riverview, circa 1885. Both towns
coexisted until 1957 when the entire area became
Riverview and Peru was forgotten by all except the
early families. Little remains except the two houses
owned by the Hackneys and Moodys. The Hackney
cemetery holds the final resting place of many of the
early settlers, now called Serenity Gardens.
Submitted by: Mike and Aaron Woodfin

Boyette P.O. was established in 1902 by Sarah
Boyette and named the town for her Father, Thomas
Boyette. This farming community once was a
thriving little town that boasted a general store with a
gas pump (to the south of the road), a sawmill (also
to the south), A Railroad Depot with loading ramp
for crops to be loaded, a church & cemetery (turn left

at the stop sign and around the bend on the right),
dance hall (directly across the road from the stop
sign), Turpentine still (across the road to the left),
and a Railroad Section Foreman with a crew to keep
the tracks fixed. Mr. Wilson (home used to be on the
left or North side of road. (map of Boyette, FL)
http://www.pbase.com/daveb/image/31191619
Notice the ornamental plants that was once a front
yard) was an early stationmaster and telegraph
operator. A.T. Bennett was the section foreman for
the area of track and he and his crew of workers kept
the RR track in good working order. The area where
they lived was called the "section houses" straight
south of the stop sign. This was a rough area and
there were shootings and stabbings nearly every
weekend. Occasionally moonshine stills would be
brought out of the swamp and were busted by the
authorities. Founding families included the
Simmons, Hobsons, Sumners, Wilsons, and of
course Boyette. The town died when the RR was
removed and all the residents either died or moved
away. Submitted by: Mike and Aaron Woodfin

Vegetable Train that passes through Boyette, FL

The Florida and West Indies Railroad and Steamship
Company completed work on this track that passes
through Boyette in 1903. This wood-burning
vegetable train ran from Turkey Creek in
Hillsborough County south to Palmetto in Manatee
County. Farmers would place their vegetables along
the track for pick-up by the train. The man with the
broom kept the tracks free of gravel. Photo FDOT.

Boyette is still on the map but the general area is
now known as Fishhawk as it was prior to 1902.

http://www.ghosttowns.com/
http://www.pbase.com/daveb/image/31191619
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From Our Librarian:

Librarian Michelle Frasier takes time out of her busy
schedule to visit with our local BAGHS members.
She went over the various programs hosted by the
Bloomingdale branch Library. Programs from basic
computers, file storage devices, computer software
applications to tax preparations are available. For a
complete list of activities see:
http://www.hcplc.org/hcplc/liblocales/bdl/

Librarian Michelle Frasier, Bloomingdale Branch

Michelle reminds BAGHS members of the National
Library week and library open house to be held on
Saturday April 17, 2010 from noon to 4 pm. All
members are invited to attend and volunteers are
needed to staff a BAGHS booth for the event.

Ask A Genealogist:
Every Tuesday 4-6 p.m. Bloomingdale Library
Co-sponsored by BAGHS and the Library.
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flbaghs/

The Society meets at the Bloomingdale Regional
Public Library, located at 1906 Bloomingdale
Avenue adjacent to Bloomingdale Senior High
School, the second Tuesday of every month at 6:30
p.m. Between 6:30 and 7:00 we greet members and
visitors, enjoy refreshments, and are available for
assistance with family research. Our program begins
at 7:00 and a short business meeting follows.

BAGHS Meeting, Bloomingdale Library March 2010

Visitors are always welcome.

President: Scott L. Peeler Jr. baghs@yahoo.com
Vice President: David Boyett
Secretary: Annettee Lee
Treasurer: Linda Soloski
Directors: Noreta Wells, Guss O’Dell, Marilyn Martin
COMMITTEE CHAIRS:
Library: Gus O’Dell
Historian: Anna Jean Springer
Membership: Sandra Troublefield
Newsletter: David Boyett
Publicity: Noreta Wells
Webmaster/IT: Kent Akselsen

http://www.hcplc.org/hcplc/liblocales/bdl/
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flbaghs/
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